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These  notes  are  published  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
the  Rev.  Engelbert  Horley,  late  Rector  of  the  Parish  of 
Sefton,  whose  zeal  and  enthusiasm  on  behalf  of  the  sacred 
edifice  committed  to  his  care  were  only  equalled  by  his 
kindness  and  encouragement  towards  those  whom  he 
found  interested  in  its  history  and  beauty.  What  follows 
would  indeed  never  have  seen  the  light  but  for  his 
assiduity,  and  I  am  glad  to  think  that  no  small  portion  is 
entirely  from  his  pen. 

It  seems  necessary  to  state  briefly  to  those  who  have 
enabled  nvd  to  produce  these  notes  how  it  has  fallen  to 
my  lot  to  carry  on  the  work  which  was  begun  by  my 
lamented  friend.  It  was  my  good  fortune  some  ten 
years  ago  to  assist  him  in  collecting  materials  for  an 
account  of  the  church  which  he  then  had  in  contem- 
plation. Our  joint  work  was  somewhat  interrupted  by 
my  departure  from  Liverpool,  and  finally  brought  to  a 
close  by  his  sad  and  sudden  death  in  1883,  while  yet  in 
the  prime  of  vigorous  life.  He  had,  however,  continued 
his  researches  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  he  gave 
them  to  the  world  from  time  to  time  in  papers  either  read 
before  the  Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
or  published  in  the  local  *  Diocesan  Gazette.' 

Unfortunately  for  these  pages,  it  was  his  custom  to 
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trust  to  a  quite  exceptional  memory,  instead  of  commit- 
ting his  discoveries  to  writing ;  and  thus,  when  such  of 
his  notes  as  existed  were  handed  over  to  me  after  his 
death,  it  became  necessary  to  traverse  again  the  ground 
which  he  had  trodden  before  in  a  manner  which  I  could 
not  hope  to  emulate,  even  had  I  been  able  to  give  my 
whole  energies  to  the  task. 

Fortunately  I  was  able  to  secure  a  partner  in  the 
work  whose  assistance  has  proved  invaluable,  and  thus 
the  notes  have  at  length  been  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

On  behalf  of  my  fellow  worker  and  myself,  I  ought  to 
say  that  our  work  makes  no  pretence  to  being  exhaustive, 
nor  can  it  in  any  way  be  said  to  satisfy  the  claims  of 
erudite  archaeology.  The  notes  aim  only  at  being  popu- 
lar, and  at  effecting  the  purpose  which  the  late  Rector 
had  deeply  at  heart — that  of  creating  an  interest  in  what 
is  worthy  and  instructive  to  those  interested.  Some 
suggestions  upon  the  weighty  subject  of  the  restoration 
of  the  church  follow  this  preface.  They  are  written 
from  no  fanatical  standpoint,  but  with  an  earnest  desire 
to  preserve  this  most  interesting  and  withal  most  stable 
relic  from  the  desecrating  touch  of  modernism. 

My  apologies  are  due  to  the  relatives  of  the  late 
Rector  for  the  length  of  time  which  I  have  unavoidably, 

on  account  of  other  engagements,  allowed  to  go  by  in 
putting  forth  these  notes. 

I  have  with  great  regret  to  record  the  death,  in 
1890,  of  Mr.  Engelbert  Horley's  successor  in  the  rector- 
ship, the  Rev.  Edward  Horley,  to  whom  I  was  peculiarly 
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indebted  for  facilities  in  studying  the  church  and  consult- 
ing the  registers  and  books.  To  the  energies  of  the 
present  Rector,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Wall,  in  the  direction  of 
the  removal  of  the  whitewash,  are  owing  some  interest 
ing  discoveries  made  since  the  following  text  was  com- 
piled, which  can  only  now  be  noted  here. 

Fragments  of  the  earlier  fabric,  re-used  by  the 
Perpendicular  builders,  have — as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected— ^appeared.  The  disclosure  of  the  local  sandstone 
masonry,  with  its  variety  of  warm  tints,  adds  greatly  to 
the  interior.  The  masonry  is  of  a  rough  order,  and  the 
question  of  the  final  treatment  of  the  surface  and  of  the 
pointing  (if  any)  to  be  adopted  will  demand  no  little 
discrimination.  Well-preserved  masons'  marks  are  un- 
usually plentiful  in  the  sixteenth-century  work,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  masons  of  this  period  still 
adopted  devices  which  reach  as  far  back  as  the  Norman 
dynasty. 

In  the  spandrils  over  the  arches  of  the  nave  arcades 
—  on  the  third  coat  of  whitewash — texts  in  borders  of 
Jacobsean  character  have  been  uncovered.  In  the  north 
aisle  is  the  Lord's  Prayer,  similarly  treated.  These 
would  probably  have  been  executed  in  the  reign  of 
James  I.,  in  pursuance  of  an  Order  in  Council  to  the 
effect  that '  all  Popish  ordinances  and  ornaments  should  be 
removed  from  the  walls  of  churches,  and  suitable  texts  of 
Holy  Scripture  painted  on  the  walls  in  place  thereof. 
The  fragments  of  these  texts  are  already  gradually  fad- 
ing and  dropping  off. 
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In  the  Molyneux  chantry,  at  the  east  end  of  the 
north  aisle,  the  former  altar  is  clearly  indicated  by  the 
position  of  its  supports.  The  wall  is  plugged  also  on 
either  side  of  the  piscina,  suggesting  former  lights  or 
decorations,  or  hooks  for  hangings.  Above  are  faint 
traces  of  painted  drapery. 

At  the  entrance  to  the  sanctuary,  just  beyond  the  last 
arcade  capitals  eastward,  there  seems  to  have  been  a 
beam  from  side  to  side  of  the  church.  This  would  have 
carried  the  rood,  but  the  discovery  of  its  former  existence 
in  no  way  alters  the  conclusions  in  the  text  as  to  the 
position  and  antiquity  of  the  rood  screen,  which  still 
remains,  though  with  many  modern  additions. 

The  timbers  of  the  roof — beneath  the  casing — prove 
to  be  oak,  but  of  the  roughest  description. 

I  should,  perhaps,  refer  to  another  Lancashire  Mock 
Corporation,  *  The  Honorable  Corporacon  of  Rochdale,' 
whose  records,  bequeathed  by  the  late  Canon  Raines  to 
the  Chetham  Library,  Manchester,  were  published  in  1890 
by  the  Historic  Society  in  a  paper  by  Mr.  Earwaker, 
M.A.,  F.S.A.  These  records  date  from  1712  to  1737, 
and  are  chiefly  lists  of  names  of  members,  mock  mayors, 
aldermen,  and  officers  with  ludicrous  titles,  who  assembled 
once  a  year,  and  agreed  to  pay  fines  for  non-attendance 
at  the  next  annual  gathering.  Mr.  Earwaker  states  that  he 
has  been  unable  to  ascertain  anything  definite  about  the 
club,  but  suggests  that  it  was  a  social  one,  possibly  Jacobite 
in  character.  It  seems  to  have  possessed,  on  a  smaller 
scale  and  without  its  elaboration,  the  characteristics  of  the 
Sefton  Corporation. 


PREFACE 


XI 


In  lately  looking  over  the  Registers  of  Mobberley, 
Cheshire,  I  came  across  a  brief  record  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Brideoakes  pluralist  livings. of  Mobberley  and  Sefton, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

The  recent  rendering  in  modern  blazon  by  Mr. 
J.  Paul  Rylands,  F.S.A.,  of  *A  Manuscript  containing 
Lancashire  Church  Notes  and  Trickings  of  Arms  made  in 
the  years  1564  to  1598/  which  he  has  reprinted  from  the 
*  Transactions  of  the  Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire,*  is  of  much  value  and  interest,  and  should  not" 
here  be  overlooked.  The  notes  *  In  Sephetton  Churge  at 
two  seuerall  tymes' — in  1568  and  1590 — introduce  some 
families,  not  otherwise  occurring,  whose  arms  had  a  place 
in  the  church,  and  also  give  some  slight  variations  of 
several  shields  referred  to  in  the  following  pages.  These 
details  are  also  more  fully  quoted  in  the  Appendix. 

I  would  call  attention  to  the  plate  facing  page  7,  which 
exhibits  the  church  and  formerly  adjoining  cottages  some 
time  since  demolished.  This  plate  is  purposely  repro- 
duced from  an  old  photograph  which,  though  poor  in  itself, 
was  the  best  we  could  find  of  these  remnants  of  Antony 
Molyneux  Schools.  The  negative  had  unfortunately  an 
added  sky,  which  has  interfered  with  the  outlines  of  the 
spire  and  its  characteristic  turrets. 

Among  many  other  helpers  to  whom  thanks  are  due 
I  must  single  out  Mrs.  Engelbert  Horley  for  her  invalu- 
able help  generally,  and  specially  in  connection  with 
her  late  husband's  papers.  Nor  must  I  omit  to  mention 
the  Rev.  H.  A.  Wilson,  Librarian  of  Magdalen  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  for   information   in    reference    to  Antony 


Molyneux,  and  Mr.  Stuart  Davis,  of  Exeter  College, 
Oxford,  for  the  sketches  of  Magdalen  wall  on  pp.  66 
and  89.     Finally,  thanks  are  due  to  our  subscribers. 
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It  would  here  be  quite  out  of  place  to  express  decided 
opinions  in  detail  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  Church  in 
any  proposed  restoration  ;  and,  definite  though  our  views 
may  be  upon  this  point,  we  have  no  such  intention. 

A  few  words  must  be  said  generally,  however,  upon 
this  all-important  subject,  which  has  doubtless  suggested 
itself  in  protean  forms  to  those  who  have  looked  round 
Sefton  Church  or  enquired  into  its  history.  *  What  a 
beautiful  church  if  it  were  only  restored ! '  is  the  usual  in- 
sidious form  in  which  the  suggestion  asserts  itself 

Were  it  possible  for  any  restoration  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  reverence  for  the  past  and  its  bequests,  for 
that  nearness  of  interest  and  reality  of  history  which  such 
a  veritable  relic  of  bygone  days  is  most  calculated  to 
inspire,  then  we  might  perhaps  hear  the  word  with  less 
misgiving.  But  we  think  that  many  will  rejoice  with  us 
that  the  restorer  s  hand  has  not  yet  reached  this  quiet 
spot.  Sundry  renovations  and  alterations  have  un- 
doubtedly been  effected  at  periods  from  which  we  might 
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have  feared  worse  results.  Nevertheless  as  we  have  it 
the  church  still  remains  among  the  few,  and  yearly  fewer, 
which  have  weathered  the  modern  restoration  mania, 
and  may  yet  tell  us  i4s  tale  of  the  men  who  fought  well  and 
prayed  well — our  countrymen — who  built  well  too,  and 
for  the  love  of  God.  Is  it,  indeed,  too  strong  to  say 
that  the  prevailing  craze  for  restoration,  which  has  swept 
away  so  much  we  could  ill  spare,  and  can  never  replace, 
is  after  all  but  a  wolf  in  the  plausible  sheep's  clothing  of 
preserv^ation,  prowling  about  seeking  what  history,  what 
marks  of  venerable  age  or  engaging  interest  to  the  lover 
of  old  times,  it  can  devour  ? 

Sefton  has  not  gone  unscathed.  It  fared  badly  in 
the  gallery,  square-pew-and-whitewash  age  of  the  last 
century  ;  it  has  not  escaped  the  ignorant  and  tasteless 
touch  of  the  early  Gothic  revivalists  (so  called)  of  the 
beginning  of  this,  when  the  central  screen  was  mutilated 
and  an  organ  of  distressing  design  introduced,  though, 
fortunately,  in  a  position  where  no  objection  can  be  taken 
to  it  for  interference  with  the  lavish  screen  work  and  the 
fine  monuments  which  the  church  contains.  Later, 
cement  lavishly  applied  (by  an  oversight,  of  course)  where 
none  was  needed,  has  had  the  most  unfortunate  effect 
upon  the  formerly  characteristic  porch,  and  may  serve  as 
a  warning  type  of  the  tender  and  educated  care  of  the 
British  workman,  when  turned  on  to  an  old  building  to 
work  his  will. 

But,  in  spite  of  all,  the  church  still  looks  old,  and  our 
earnest  wish  is  that  it  may  be  permitted  to  remain  so. 
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We  would  point  out  also  that  in  this  case  no  plea  of 
preservation  can  be  advanced.  The  building  and  all  its 
fittings  are  as  stable  as  on  the  day  of  their  consecration. 

And  yet,  having  said  this  much  generally,  we  are 
bound  to  admit  the  reasonableness  of  a  desire  doubtless 
widely  felt  for  some  changes.  We  must  allow  that 
whitewash  is  an  eyesore,  as  are  the  galleries,  and  we 
cannot  object  to  their  removal  per  se.  The  present  state 
of  the  roofs  is  objectionable  decidedly  ;  so  is  the  paint 
upon  some  of  the  screens.  The  whole  condition  of  the 
central  screen  is  miserable  as  compared  with  what  it  was 
before  its  restorers  took  it  in  hand. 

But  granting  thus  the  rightness  of  a  desire  to  repair 
these  defects,  we  dread  lest  the  restoration  fiend,  as  is 
his  wont,  be  not  content  to  stay  his  hand  at  things  reason- 
able ;  we  dread  lest  repair  beget  fresh  injury  and  the 
need  for  more  repair  and  so  on,  and  this  is  our  point. 
Far  better  the  retention  of  all  the  most  serious  short- 
comings and  eyesores  which  we  have  enumerated,  or  to 
which  we  shall  call  attention,  than  that  the  remedy  applied 
to  them  should  lead  Sefton  Church  to  emerge  from  the 
cleansing  process  like  many  another  church  before  it,  of 
which  the  repairs  have  been  undertaken  with  laudably 
conservative  intentions,  but  completed  to  fulfil  those 
curious  conditions  with  which  modern  church  worship 
seems  prone  to  surround  itself,  a  drawing-room  neatness 
and  ultra-propriety  of  style — a  quite  classic  precision, 
decked  in  a  pseudo-Gothic  garb,  insipidity  deep-woven 
into  its  texture. 
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We  eagerly  seize  this  opportunity  to  plead  that  the 
building  may  be  saved  from  what  is  in  the  main  a 
modern  fashion,  and  will  undoubtedly,  when  it  is  too 
late,  be  regarded  as  a  modern  evil.  We  plead  that 
whatever  is  done  may  be  done  tenderly  and  truly  with 
full  regard  for  the  preservation,  intact  from  injury,  of 
every  object  of  interest  of  every  period  of  the  church's 
history. 

*  For,  indeed,  the  greatest  glory  of  a  building  is  not 
in  its  stones  nor  in  its  gold.  Its  glory  is  in  its  age  and 
in  that  deep  sense  of  voicefulness,  of  stern  watching,  of 
mysterious  sympathy,  nay,  even  of  approval  or  condem- 
nation, which  we  feel  in  walls  that  have  long  been 
washed  by  the  passing  waves  of  humanity.  ...  It  is  in 
that  golden  stain  of  time  that  we  are  to  look  for  the  real 
light  and  colour  and  preciousness  of  architecture,  and 
it  is  not  until  a  building  has  assumed  this  character,  till 
its  walls  have  been  witnesses  of  suffering,  and  its  pillars 
rise  out  of  the  shadows  of  death,  that  its  existence,  more 
lasting  as  it  is  than  that  of  the  natural  objects  of  the 
world  around  it,  can  be  gifted  with  even  so  much  as  these 
possess  of  language  and  of  life.' 
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PEDIGREE  OF  THE  SEFTOS  BRASCH  OF  THE 

MOLYXEUX  FAMILY 


io66u    (1)  William  dks  Mouunes  . 


(2)  Vivian  des  Moulixes 


I 
(3)  Adam  d.  dc  Scftox 

[Giant  to  Cockcnand  Abbey.) 


.    =  Siwarda. 


I 


Annou  Gernet,  of  Spcke. 


I 
(4*f  Robert  d.  de  Seftos     .        .   =  Beatrice  de  Mller^,  of  L.  Crosby. 
[Grant  froai  Stephen.) 


(5)  Richard  d.  de  Sefton  . 


s  Edith  Pincema,  of  Wurin^OD. 


(6)  Adam  d.  de  Seftox 

[■3  Henry  IIL    Forcuer. 
gla»at  Bridgenort)!.] 


Lettice  de  Brindlev.  » 


Stained 


1228.  I 

(7)  Sir  William  de  Molineus     .   -  Margaret  de  Thometon. 

[Having over  i^  Lifatatas (3,600 acres) 
12561  TerrK,  a  knight's  service,  Iw  was     ■ 

knighted  ^  Henry  IIL  1256.) 


(8)  Sir  Richard  de  Moulixes     .    =Emma  Donne. 


1289L 


(9)  Sir  William  Molynei'x  . 

[Made  a  luiight  banneret  in  Gascony 
by  Edmund  Crouchback,  Eari  of 
Lancaster,  •^econd  !ion  to  Henry  1 1 1., 
14  Edward  I.J 


=  Isabel  Scarisbrick. 


'  Tlic  stained  glass  window  in  which  Adam  is  supprxed  to  liave  been  represented  does  not  now 
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(lo)  Sir  Richard  Molyneux  . 

[d.  about  36  Edward  III.] 


=  Agatha  Illerton  (Lay ton  ?). 


1363.  (11)  Sir  William  Molyneux  ' 

[Forester  at  Wyresdale.  At  Navarret 
under  Edward  the  Black  Prince, 
knight  banneret,  1367.  </.  at  Can- 
terbury X372.] 


1372 


=  (I)  Joan  Ellall  of  Wyresdale  ; 
(2)  Margery  (of    Helm),  relict 
Robert  Holland  of  Enkeston. 


of 


(12)  Sir  William  Molyneux  . 


I 
1397-  (13)  Sir  Richard  Molyneux  . 

[Sheriff*  of  county  for  life,  and  knight 
of  shire  20  Richard  II.] 


Thomas  of  Kennerdale 
slain  at  Radcote  Bridge,  1388 
=  Jane  Holland  of  Enkeston. 

I 


Ellen  Ursewick. 


I 
(14)  Sir  Richard  Molyneux. 

I415.  [Knighted  at  Agincourt.] 


(i)  Joan  Hadock; 

(2)  Ellen,  dau.  of 

Ratcliffe  de 

Tower. 


Adam  M.^ 
Bishop  of 

Chichester. 
d.  1449. 


(15)  Sir  Richard  Molyneux  . 

[Constable  of  Liverpool  Castle.     In 
I4eg  high  favour  with  Henry  VI. ;  grant 

from.     Slain  at  Bloreheath  1459.] 


Elizabeth 
Stanley. 


Thomas  of  Haughton, 

descendant  made 

baronet  1611  by 

James  I. 


(16)  Sir  Thomas  Molyneux  . 
\d.  1491] 


.    =  Ann  Dutton. 


1491. 


(17)  Sir  William  Molyneux  .        .   =(i)  Jane  Rugge;  (2)  Eliz.  Clifton. 

leii,  [At  Flodden  1513.     Friend  of  Henry 


VIII.    d.  1548.] 


1548. 

1556.  (18)  Sir  Richard  Molyneux  . 

15^8.  [Knighted  at  coronation  of  Queen 

I  f  ^0  Mary.     Sheriff*  1556.     </.  1568.] 


(i)  Eleanor  RadclifTe  ; 
(2)  Eleanor  Maghull. 


(19)  William  Molyneux 

[Who  died  1567,  the  year  before  his 
father,  leaving  a  son.] 


=  Briggctt,    dau.   of  John  Carrell  of 
Wamham,  co.  Sussex,  Esq. 


r 


1568.  (20)  Sir  Richard  Molyneux.        .    -Frances  Gerard,  dau.  of  Sir  Gilbert 


1586. 
1611. 


[Knighted  by  Queen  Elizkbeth  1586. 
Sheriff*.  Second  baronet  on  insti- 
tution  of  order  161 1.] 


Gerard,    Knight,   Master  of  the 
Rooles. 


*  According  to  Dr.  Kuerdon,  the  antiquary  of  Blackburn  (Harlcian  Collec.,  Manchester,  Codex 
73Z6X  Sir  W.  Molvneux  built  a  *  fayre  chappel  at  Euxton,  six  miles  from  Preston,  of  which  manor  he 
became  possessed  Dv  his  marriage  with  Margery  Holbnd.  Robert  Holland  was  son  of  William  de 
Holand,  who  held  Enkeston  in  17  Edward  II.  (1324X  The  chapel  referred  to  was  rebuilt  in  1710 
and  enlarged  in  1829.  The  manor  of  Euxton  passed  10  the  Andertcn  family  at  an  early  date,  and  they 
rebuilt  the  hall  in  temp.  Henry  VIII.,  and  it  was  again  rebuilt  in  1739.  It  was  sold  early  in  this 
century  to  James  Lon|;worth,  E.s<j.,  of  Liverpool,  and  by  him  again  tranoferred  to  W.  Ince  Anderton, 
K«().     See  Baines,  Htst.  Lane.  it.  452. 
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(21)  Sir  Richard  Molyneux.        .   -  Mary  Caryll  of  Bentone. 

I  628.  [Second  baronet.     Raised   to   Irish 

peerage  as  Viscount  Maryborough 
1638.] 


1632.  (22)  Sir  Richard,  2nd  Viscount        .   s  Frances  Seymour  Carylli  dau.  of 
[Succeeded  1632.     In  y«  House  of  Duke  of  Somerset. 

Lords  1634.  With  Charles  II.  at 
Worcester  :  died  soon  after  without 
issue,  consequently  succeeded  by 
his  brother.] 


(23)  Gary LL,  3rd  Viscount  .         .    =  Mary  Barlow. 

[With  his  brother  at  Oxford  and 
Worcester.  Outlawed  by  Parlia- 
ment, but  at  length  compounded 
for  fine ;  made  lord  lieutenant 
&c  by  James  II.    df.  1693-9.] 


1698.  (24)  William,  4th  Viscount        .        .   =  Bridget  Lucy  of  Charlecote. 

\d,  1717-) 


1717.  (25)  Richard,  5th  Viscount       .         .    =  Mary  Brudenell  Caryll. 
\(cl.  17^8,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother  Caryll.] 

(26)  William,  died  young,  1706. 

I 
1738.  (27)  Caryll,  6th  Viscount .         .         .    =no  name  given 

\d.  1745-1 


1745.  (28)  Richard,  7th  Viscount,   in  holy        William        Thomas,  </.  1756 
orders  of  Church  of  Rome. 
I 
(29)  William,   8th   Viscount,   d,  un- 
married 1759. 


1759.  (30)  Charles  William,  9ih  Viscount  =  Isabella  Stanhope. 

[Created  Earl  of  Sefton  1771.  ^.1794.] 


I 

1794.  (31)  William  Philip,  2nd  Earl         .   «=  Maria  Margaret ta  Craven. 

[Created  a  peer  of  United  Kingdom 
1 83 1  as  Baron  Sefkon  of  Croxteth. 
d.  1838.] 


1838.  (32)  Charles  William,  3rd  Earl      .   =  Mary  Augusta  Hopwood. 

'Gustos  Rotulorum  of  Lane.  d.  1855.] 


1855.  (33)  William  Philip,  present  peer. 


S  E  F  TO  N 


Lancashire  .  .  .  rangclh  in  length  from  Mersey  tc  IVe, 
the  Ayre  thereof  is  Subiil  and  I'iercing,  (being  free  from  Foggs,  saving  in 
the  Messes),  Ihe  Effects  whereof  arc  found  in  the  fair  Complcctions  and  finne 
Constitutions  in  the  Natives  therein,  whose  bodies  aic  as  able  as  their  minds 
willing  for  any  laborious  Employment.  Their  .Soyle  is  tolerably  fruitful  of 
all  things  necessary  for  humane  Sustenance  :  And  as  that  Youth  cannot  be 
counted  a  Dunce,  though  he  be  Jgnoranl,  if  he  be  Doable,  because  his  lack 
of  Learning  is  to  be  scored  on  the  want  of  a  Teiuker  -.  so  Steritilie  cannot 
properly  be  imputed  to  some  places  in  this  County,  where  little  Graine  doth 
grow,  because  capable  thereof  (as  daily  experience  doth  avouch)  if  it  were 
husbanded  accordingly. 

This   Shire,  though  sufficiently  Ihick  of  people,   is  exceedingly  Unit  of 
Parishes,  as  by  perusing  this  parallel  will  plainly  appear, 

Rutland  hath  in  it  Parishes        '        Lancashire  hath  in  it  Parishes 
Forty-eight.  Thirty-Six. 

liut  .  .  .  may  one  see  in  this  Shire  some  Chapels  exceeding  their  Mothi^r 
Churches  in  fairness  of  Structure,  and  numerouinesse  of  people  .  .  .  gene- 
rally devouL — Fuller's  Worthies. 
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PANELLING    NOW    DESTROVEH 
{from  Bridipens) 


CHAPTER    I 


ST.    HELEN  S    CHURCH 

BY  noon  I  reached  the  village  of  Sefton,  placed  on 
*  a  vast  range  of  fine  meadows  that  reach  almost 
'  to  the  sea,  and    in   a  great  measure  supply 

*  Liverpool  with  hay.     It  is  watered  by  the  Alt,  a  small 

*  trout-stream,  but  after  the  first  winter  flood  is  covered 

*  with  water  the  whole  season  by  reason  of  want  of  fall  to 

*  carry  it  away.' 

In  these  words,  written  in  the  year  1773,  Mr.  Thomas 
Pennant,  the  author  of  the  well-known  work  upon 
London,  in  his  interesting  *  Tour  from  Downing  to 
Alston  Moor,'  introduces  irs  to  Sefton,  which  probably 
few  local  readers  do  not  know  by  name,  though  rather 
perhaps  by  reason  of  the  water  which  in  winter  covers 
the  meadows,  than  from  any  interest  which  they  may 
feel  in  the  historical  associations  of  the  place.  But  the 
historical  associations  -ire  of  considerable  interest,  and 
it  is  the  purpose  of  the  following  account  to  show  that 
Sefton  possesses  attractions  for  the  antiquarian  as  well  as 
for  the  skater,  and  to  render  some  aid  to  the  better 
appreciation  of  the  church,  its  associations,  and  the  monu- 
ments which  it  contains. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  detailed  account,  it  may  be  as 
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well  to  notice  some  existing  descriptions  of  this  rich 
example  of  a  past  piety.  In  addition  to  Pennant, 
already  mentioned,  Doming  Rasbotham  ^  and  Enfield  ^ 
have  each  bestowed  on  it  a  cursory  notice.  The  '  Gentle- 
man's Magazine'  for  December  18 14  has  a  description, 
which  is  concise  and  accurate  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  is 
accompanied  by  an  illustration  (hereafter  reproduced).  A 
small  duodecimo  volume  by  Thomas  Ashcroft,  published 
in  18 19,  is  devoted  to  Sefton  Church;  but  this  is  a 
meagre  account,  more  valuable  for  its  moral  reflections 
on  the  decay  of  Gothic  architecture  and  the  littleness  of 
man  than  for  its  accuracy,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
reliable  description.  Sefton  is  also  briefly  noticed  in 
Gregson's  *  Fragments  of  the  County  of  Lancaster,' 
published  in  181 7  ;  and  Baines,  in  his  *  History  of  Lan- 
cashire,* enters  more  fully  into  its  history ;  but  this 
account,  though  on  the  whole  correct,  must  be  received 
with  some  caution.  Other  writers  have  briefly  described 
the  edifice,  notably  Richard  Bridgens,  to  whose  record 
frequent  reference  will  be  made  hereafter.  In  what 
follows  we  have  gleaned  material,  at  first  hand  wherever 
possible,  for  what  we  hope  is  a  trustworthy  narrative. 

It  may  be  stated  that  the  village  of  Sefton,^  which 
really  consists  of  little  more  than  the  church,  a  rectory, 
and  a  few  scattered  houses  and  homesteads,  lies  six  and  a 
half  miles  north-east  of  Liverpool.  The  parish,  which  has 
now  been  apportioned  to  several  outlying  incumbencies, 
was  of  wide  extent,  well  bearing  out  old  Fuller's  curious 

*  Shorthand  Collections.     1774.  *  History  of  Lcverpool.     1774. 

'  There  is  now  a  station  at  Sefton,  on  the  Cheshire  Lines  Railway,  between 
Liverpool  and  Southport. 

B  2 
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comparison  between  Lancashire  and  Rutlandshire,  which 
will  be  found  in  the  extract  which  heads  this  book. 

We  will  approach  the  church  from  the  Sefton 
meadows,  by  the  path  leading  through  the  mill,  whence 
we  obtain  one   of  the  most   picturesque   views  of  the 


and  belongs,  together  with  the  tower,  tea  previous  church, 
of  which  they  are  the  sole  reinnants  ;  the  second  bay  of 
the  north  aisle  is  of  the  early  part  of  the  fifteenth,  and  the 
rest  of  the  north  aisle  of  the  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth 
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century.  The  main  body  of  the  church  is  early  sixteenth 
century,  and  is  generally  said  to  be  the  work  of  Antony 
Molyneux/  rector  from  1509  to  1537.  A  reference  to 
the  plan  of  the  church,  in  the  frontispiece,  will  exhibit  the 
work  of  the  several  dates. 

From  our  point  of  approach,  as  from  all  others,  we 
are  impressed  by  the  tall  and  graceful  spire,  rising  from 
its  stunted  satellites.  It  is  almost  amusing  to  note  how 
these  four  unfortunate  *  beehives,'  which  perhaps  can- 
not be  absolutely  defended  from  an  aesthetic  point  of  view» 
have  endured  the  unrestrained  condemnation  of  apparently 
every  writer  who  has  taken  up  pen  to  describe  the  edifice. 
Mr.  Pennant,  before  quoted,  thus  expresses  his  opinion  : — 

The  steeple  is  an  elegant  spire,  injured  by  four  short,  clumsy 
pyramids  at  its  base. 

And  Mr.  Doming  Rasbotham,  a  year  later  (1774),  thus 
has  it  in  his  '  Shorthand  Collections  :' — 

Sefton  appears  to  have  been  built  in  the  politer  age  of  gothic 
architecture,  and  is  adorned  with  a  very  handsome  spire  steeple 
(sic\  which  is  a  pleasing  object  round  the  adjacent  country. 
Nothing  is  wanting  to  render  its  external  appearance  a  beautiful 
model  in  its  kind  but  to  exchange  the  four  ill-disposed  heavy 
pinnacles  on  the  tower  for  others  more  light  and  detached  from 
the  loft  of  the  spire.^ 

We  may  at  least  be  thankful  that  Mr.  Rasbotham  was 
not  in  a  position  to  carry  out  his  ideas  ;  we  can  well 
imagine  how  the  architectural  taste  of  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century  would  have  improved  upon  our  *  bee- 

*  It  will  appear  in  Chapter  III.  that  Antony  probably  only  brought  to  com- 
pletion work  begun  by  a  predecessor,  James  Molyneux,  about  1500. 

■^  See  also  Enfield's  History  of  Leverpool^  I774>  where  the  same  expres- 
sions are  used.      *: 
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will  be  seen  that  the  later  work  has  fallen  forward,  and  the 
buttress,  which  is  quite  modern,  was  erected  to  support  it. 
The  plinth  of  the  earliest  work  is  no  longer  visible,  though 
an  excavation  would  doubtless  reveal  it.  The  parapet  of 
the  whole  aisle  is  an  addition,  and  the  sharply  pointed 
window  of  the  east  end  of  the  aisle  suggests  that  the  roof 
of  that  end  may  once  have  been  gabled.  Other  evidences 
serve  to  show  that  the  nave  of  the  former  church  was 
steeply  gabled  also,  with  no  clerestory ;  and  we  can 
readily  imagine  an  east  end  of  the  original  church  very 
similar  to  that  of  the  neigh- 
bouring church  of  Aughton. 
The  east  end  of  the  north 
aisle  was  undoubtedly  a 
chapel,  probably  erected  by 
the  founder,  and  there  is  a 
piscina  within  it  in  very 
perfect  condition.  The 
square-headed  window  to- 
wards the  north  is  of  grace- 
ful design,  often  recurring 
in  work  of  the  time  of  Ed- 
ward III.  The  detail,  which 
is  identical  with  that  of  the  north-east  window,  is  worth 
noting,  though  it  has  suffered  from  numerous  repairs,  the 
mullions  of  neither  window  being  original.* 

*  Some  of  the  original  mullions  are  still,  strangely  enough,  to  be  found 
lying  loosely  on  the  top  of  the  incised  slab  referred  to  above,  which  is  built 
into  one  of  the  spire  turrets.  They  are  mainly  of  red  sandstone.  We  read 
in  Ashcroft's  Sefton  (1819)  that  *  the  munificence  of  the  bounty  of  the  Rev. 
R.  R.  Rothwell  caused  the  N.  and  S.E.  windows  to  be  restored  at  his  sole 
expense,'  which  fixes  the  date  when  the  new  mullions  were  inserted  as  about 
the  beginning  of  this  century. 
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As  already  said,  the  second  buttress  is  modern,  but 
the  bay  next  beyond  it  fills  a  gap  between  earlier  and 
later  work  on  either  side  of  it,  and  is  of  the  early  part 
of  the  fifteenth  century.  The  window  of  this  bay  is 
noticeably  different  in  design  and  detail  from  other  later 
examples  of  the  same  century,  which  are  uniform.  There 
is  no  plinth  to  this  bay  visible,  but  we  find  a  junction 
with  the  later  fifteenth-century  work  close  by  the  fol- 
lowing buttress,  which  is  of  the  same  date  (see  plan) 
as  the  wall  it  supports,  and  occupies  a  position  almost 
central  between  the  ends  of  the  aisle.  Here  we  find 
plinth  and  base  mouldings  which  are  a  continuation  of 
those  of  the  fourteenth-century  tower,  but  whether  they 
belong  to  a  formerly  completed  aisle  of  the  same  date, 
and  have  been  re-used  by  the  fifteenth-century  builders, 
cannot  now  be  known.  The  north  doorway  has  the 
appearance  of  having  been  cut  through  the  plinth.  The 
buttresses  on  each  side  of  it  are  of  course  modern.  At 
the  west  end  of  the  aisle  we  find  its  junction  with  the 
earlier  tower,  a  junction  which  is  even  more  obvious  in 
the  interior,  and  the  remains  of  a  former  window  are  still 
to  be  seen  externally  in  part  of  a  label  moulding.  We 
may  note  that  the  masonry  here  signifies  a  north  aisle 
once  existent,  or  certainly  commenced,  of  the  same  date 
as  the  tower,  whilst  in  the  corresponding  position  on 
the  south  side  we  find  the  tower  buttress  complete, 
with  the  sixteenth-century  wall  merely  butted  against 
it,^    showing    that    no   south    aisle    existed    previous    to 

^  Keen  eyes  will  find  built  into  the  masonry  of  the  buttress  in  the  angle 
a  small  diapered  stone  of  early  date.  This  and  the  incised  slab  m  the  turret 
belong  to  a  period  anterior  to  any  part  of  the  existing  church. 
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the  sixteenth  century.  The  graceful  tracery  of  the 
belfry  windows  should  be  noticed.  The  top  of  the 
spire  was  blown  down  in  1802  and  rebuilt  during  the 
same  year.' 

Passing  round  the  tower,  we  see  the  west  window  of 
the  south  aisle,  which  is  a  type  of  all  those  of  the  same 


date.  Then  we  find  the  stately  old  porch,  whereon  we 
first  see  the  connection  of  the  church  with  the  lords  of 
Sefton  in  the  two  shields  -  forming  the  label  terminations 
to    the    doorway.       They    are   charged    with    the    cross 

'   See  pp.  207,  2o8, 

"  Since  this  was  wrttlen  we  regret  that  the  use  of  cement  in  reparation 
h.TS  greatly  disfigured  the  mouldings  and  details  of  the  porch,  the  character 
of  the  parvtsc  window  being  entirely  destroyed. 


moHiit;.  the  iirnis  td  ihc  l'aiiiil\'  ot  MviKiilux,  as  are  also 
iht  finials  and  bulia-ss  gaMcis.  ■  I.H.S.'  is  carved  on 
a  shitltl  ovur  ilur  ti(H)rway  ^sv"-■  p.  5".  /.v/t'l.  Above  the 
parvise  wiiulow.  which,  with  its  lal».is  comimiwl  entirely 
round  it,  is  characn-ristio  ot"  LaiiiM^-hirc  work,  is  a  now 
deserted  niche,  once  no  doiiln  tvn.inttd  by  the  im^e  of 
the  \'irj;in.  lo  whom,  as  Mr  shall  sti-.  there  was  a  chantry 


'l-'lii.ii'd  wiiliin  ihi-  iliunh.  h  i>  worth  while  stepping 
dovMj  ill'  .  liiir.  li\.iril  |iasi  ihc  sijnili.il  lo  obtain  a  view 
ir',]ii  tl,'  ,',iiili  '  a  .1,  Wr  nprodur.'  a  drawing  from  the 
',' ■  i!' 'ri..ri  ■.  \I;i;;;i/iii<' '  lor  1  ><ci-niliir  1S14  from  the 
■  ■■  '  ■.'■'  ■  '  I  111-,  ■liovvs.  inrorrei-tly.  iln-  t>Id  east  window, 
■■   ■'     ■■■       "iiKA'd   in    iS;.!  lo  L;ive  place  to  a  new  one 

■■'     ti,.  inory   ..I    ih<>    Rev.    R.    R.     Rothwell. 

""■      ■       '    ■  ■'••u    .iihI     I1<I1    wrrr    responsilile    for    both 
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glass'  and  stone    work.     Of  the  latter  it  must  be  said 
that  the  design  hardly  carries  out  the  spirit  of  the  original 
and  much  more  sturdy  work,  nor  is  the  fit  of  the  new 
arch  into  the  old  one  happy.     The  old  sill  was  level  with 
those  of  the  side  chancel  windows,  and    still    remains 
in  situ.      Inside  the  porch  there  is  a  fine  oak  ceiling 
(shown  in  the  drawing),  conveying  perhaps    some  idea 
of  the  old  roofs  which  once  covered    the  church,  but 
of  which    nothing    now  is    to  be 
seen.-     The  window  of  the  porch, 
which  faces  east,  is  curious  both 
in  the  treatment  of  arch  and  sill. 
The  door  into  the  church   is  the 
original  one,  still  embellished  with 
its  fleur-de-lis  hinge-straps. 

Once  within  the  church,  its 
bare  whitewashed  walls,  ugly 
Georgian  galleries,'  and  equally 
hideous  roofs  cannot  but  cause 
a  sense  of  disappointment ;  but 
a  glance  round  will  soon  dispel 
this    by  revealing    the  wealth  of  ^f^^„,  Bridscn) 

dark  oak  pews  with  their  perfect 

'  poppy-heads '  and  quaintly  carved  bench-ends,  and 
the  lofty  screens  quite  enclosing  the  east  end  of  the 
edifice. 

The  bench-ends  are  worthy  of  a  close  examination. 

'  The  glass  is  good  both  in  ireaiment  and  conception,  illustrative  of 
Biblical  and  legendary  mysteries. 

^  Since  the  above  was  written  the  oak  roof  has  been  varnished.  (Note  of 
1887.) 

"  The  faculty  for  erecting  these  galleiics  was  obtained  in  1754. 
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A  curiously  designed  alphabet,  omitting  the  letters 
W,  X,  and  Z,  is  used  to  ornament  the  block  on  the 
south  side  of  the  centre  aisle,  the  cross  moline  being 
appropriately  charged  upon  each  comer  seat.  At 
the  corners  of 
the  north  block 
are  four  crowned 
lilies.  The  re- 
maining carvings 
are  mostly  con- 
ventional repre- 
sentations of  vines 
and  other  foliage, 
fruit,  and  flowers 
{the  pomej^ranate 
and  rose  being  no- 
ticeably crowned), 
an  exception  being 
^-.  an      angel      hold- 

ing  the  Molyneux 
shield.  The  ex- 
uberance of  fancy  displayed  in  the  wood  carvings  of  the 
church  is  one  of  its  most  attractive  features.  Every- 
where variety  and  quaintness  of  expression,  as  though 
the  carvers  had  been  thoroughly  enjoying  themselves 
in  their  work.'  A  few  drawings  can  give  no  idea  of  the 
diversity  of  the  designs,  even  where  one  would  expect 
to  find  repetition. 

'  Ashcroft  is  expressive  on  ihis  point.  '  I  have  ofientimes  seen,'  he  says, 
'  on  visiting  antient  religious  edifices,  strangely  carved  fancies  of  the  over- 
witty  workmen,  that  excite  our  risible  faculties.' 


h 
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At  the  end  of  the  north  aisle,  we  come  to  a  most 
quaint  and  Interesting  series,  bearing  the  symbols  of  the 
Passion  of  our  Lord.     First  a  mitre  and  chalice  ;  then 
a  rudely  carved  figure  curiously  bonneted  and  plumed, 
over  what  may  be  either  two  earth-mounds  or  perhaps 
flames.    These  occur  again 
on  a  bench-end  near  the 
porch.      It  has  been  sug- 
gested   that    the  figure  is 
meant  to  represent  Christ, 
and  that  what  may  be  in- 
tended to  be  corn  growing 
on  the  earth-mounds  sig- 
nifies the  Bread  of  Life  ; 
but  the  suggestion  seems 
far-fetched.       The  whole, 
though    clumsy    and    un- 
pleasing,    is    yet    interest- 
ing.   After  this  is  a  design 
which    some    decipher    as 
the   colt    bearing    a  palm 
branch  in  its  mouth  ;  then 
a  displayed    eagle,  which 
occurs  several  times  else- 
where in  the  church,  and 

which  we  shall  notice.'  The  next  may  be  a  representation, 
decorativeiy  treated,  of  a  pomegranate,''  and  on  the  four 
bench-ends    following    are    carved    crosses    successively 

'  These  bench-en<ls  are  not  necessarily  in  their  former  sequence,  .is  the 
floor  on  which  ihey  are  raised  is  not  original,  and  the  scats  and  book  boards 
are  modern. 
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decked  with  the  nails,  crown  of  thorns,  spear  and  ree 
hammer  and  pincers  ;  then  a  cock  perched  on  a  ti 
whipping-post  with  thongs  ;  ^  and  finally  the  cross  aga 
with  the  scourges.  Before  leaving  the  pews  we  may 
well  state  that  their  date,  and  that  of  all  the  old  carve 
wood-work  in  the  church,*'^  failing  actual  documenta: 
evidence,  may  be  set  down  roughly  as  1520-35,  the  da 
of  the  main  part  of  the  building,  or  a  little  later. 

We  turn  now  to  the  screens.  There  has  been  a  pr 
valent  idea  that  the  centre  one  is  modern,  and  this,  r 
doubt,  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  of  its  bearing  the  dat( 
1820  on  the  top  and  1843  at  the  back  of  the  pulpit ;  bi 
this  is  an  error,  as  we  discovered  some  years  ago  by 
close  inspection.  It  has  been  modernised,  unfortunatel; 
and  largely  reframed,  but  yet  retains  much  of  its  origin* 
elaborate  work.  It  seems  that  the  framework  of  th 
screen  in  its  original  state  must  have  shown  signs  c 
giving  way  some  time  before  1820,  for  we  find  Mi 
Rasbotham,  before  quoted,  mentioning  *  a  canopy  c 
extraordinary  beauty,  which,  though  now  [1774]  going  t 
decay,  conveys  an  idea  of  its  being  of  more  splendou 
when  its  neighbouring  lords  preserved  this  decoratioi 
with  pious  care.'  Again,  in  the  '  Illustrated  Itinerary  o 
Lancashire,*  published  in  1842,  we  find  :  '  There  is  a  fin< 
carved  canopy  remaining  over  the  pulpit,  the  workman 
ship  of  which  is  exceedingly  beautiful,  although  much  in 
jured  by  time.' 

'  This  occurs  again  in  the  glass  of  the  east  window  of  the  south  aisle 
and  the  post  alone  in  some  fragments  of  old  glass  lying  in  the  panise. 

'^  The  date  of  the  carved  wood-work  at  Lydiate  Hall,  two  and  a  half  mile: 
away,  formerly  the  seat  of  the  Ireland  family,  is  15 14.  The  same  hand  ha; 
evidently  worked  at  both,  as  many  of  the  designs  and  details  are  exactly  the 
same.     See  Lydiate  Ha/i,  by  Rev.  T.  E.  Cnbson, 


ST.   HELEN'S  CHURCH  15 

Richard  Bridgens,  a  sculptor  employed  in  Liverpool 
about  18 18.  published  a  folio  work  in  1822,  minutely 
illustrating  the  antiquities  of  the  church,  which,  though 
very  inaccurate  in  much  of  its  detail,  is  good  considering 
the  period  when  it  was  produced.  It  is  ver)^  useful  in 
showing  some  features  which  have  since  disappeared,  and 
in  representing  the  state  of  the  church  at  that  time,  as 
well  as  in  picturing  much  of  the  detail  which  still  exists. 
He  informs  us  that  the  screen  was  much  disfigured  by 
painting,  gives  a  detailed  drawing  of  part  of  it,  a  section 
showing  its  form,  and  also  represents  it  in  a  drawing  of 
the  interior  of  the  church,  taken  from  the  chancel. 
These  drawings  we  reproduce. 

The  quoted  authorities,  aided  by  close  examination, 
lead  us  to  these  conclusions.  The  pulpit,  of  which  more 
hereafter,  originally  stood  in  the  nave  by  the  central 
pillar  on  the  north  side.  A  faculty  for  its  removal  was 
obtained  in  1818,  and  when  this  alteration  was  made — 
probably  about  1820 — the  screen  was  extensively  re- 
paired. Lord  Sefton's  pew,  which  stood  in  the  place 
now  occupied  by  the  pulpit,  was  removed  and  erected  on 
its  present  site,  the  wood-work  being  much  damaged, 
and  clumsily  joined  to  fit  its  position  under  the  south 
galler)^ 

The  eastern  canopy  of  the  central  screen  seems  to 
have  been  a  plain  slope  with  parallel  intersecting  ribs  and 
richly  carved  bosses,  very  similar  to,  but  larger  than,  the 
canopy  still  existing  on  the  beautiful  screen  to  the  south 
of  the  central  one.  The  western  canopy  was  of  the  same 
form  as  that  now  existing,  but  with  more  elaborately 
carved   pendants  and   jjroining  ;    the  traceried  spandrels 


1 6  SEFTON 

under  the  groining  not  being  pierced  as  they  are  now,  and 
a  much  more  solid  effect  accordingly  produced.  About 
1820  the  probable  alterations  were  the  complete  renewal 
of  the  two  canopies  in  the  poor  groined  form  in  which 
they  now  exist,  the  erection  of  the  pulpit  in  its  present 
position,  without  any  of  the  elaborate  work  now  behind 
it.  and  the  elevation  of  the  royal  arms  upon  the  top  of 
the  screen.  In  1842  or  1843  some  new  framework  was 
probably  inserted,  the  carved  wood-work  put  up  behind 
the  j^ulpit,  as  well  as  new  and  larger  doors  added  to  the 
screen.  Much  of  the  carving  is  original,  but  repairs  have 
been  in  many  instances  executed  in  new  wood  and  lead. 
Whether  this  was  done  in  1820  or  in  1843  there  are  no 
accurate  records  to  determine.  The  angels  bearing  the 
shields,  both  towards  the  nave  and  choir,  are  original  and 
good.  The  shields  represent  the  embknns  of  the  Passion. 
The  pendants  above  support  shields  bearing  the  coats  of 
arms  or  crests  of  various  families  connected  with  the 
church,^  those  on  the  west  being  old  and  devoted  to 
Molvnenxes,  while  those  on  the  east  are  modern  and 
emblazoned  with  the  arms  of  the  Hlundell  and  Rothwell 
families.  The  present  doors  in  the  screen  an*  but  ])Oor 
and  mea<rre  substitutes  for  the  old  ones,  if  wc  n'av  trust 
our  authorities. 

Undoubtedlv  this  noble  screen  must  have  been  in- 
tended,  from  its  canopied  top,  t(^  fulfil  all  the  functions  of 
a  rood  screen,  even  if  the  complete   fittings   were   never 

'  The  shields  ,'ue  very  in.iccurale,  and  must  have  been  restored  l)y  some 
painter  ij^norant  of  herakh y.  Many  of  them,  indeed,  seem  to  be  the  fruit  of 
the  painter's  inventive  ^^enius,  and  are  ncU  therefore  decipherable.  Among 
them  may  be  found  the  bearings  of  the  Molyneux,  Hlundell,  and  Rothwell 
families. 
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added  to  it,  on  account  of  its  erection  just  before  the 
Reformation.  A  staircase  must  then  have  been  either 
intended  or  built,  and  this  could  only  have  been  an  open 
wooden  one.  The  ornaments  of  Renascence  character 
in  the  cornice  are  to  be  seen  in  almost  precisely  similar 
form  at  Lydiate  Hall. 

In  leaving  this  fine  example  of  late  screen  work  we 
should  quote  the  remark  of  Baines,  who  calls  it  *  a  screen, 
which  is  quite  unworthy  of  its  present  position  and  very 
much  detracts  from  the  appearance  of  the  church.'  We 
leave  it  to  the  reader  to  determine  how  far  such  an 
opinion  is  justified,  asking  him,  if  possible,  to  imagine  it 
divested  of  its  paint  and  restorations  and  in  its  pristine 
splendour,  *  when  its  neighbouring  lords  preserved  this 
decoration  with  pious  care.' 

The  screen  on  the  left  separates  the  north  aisle  of  the 
nave  from  the  Blundell  chapel.  It  is  similar  in  detail  to 
the  Sefton  pew,  which  it  once  adjoined.  Both  it  and 
the  benches  in  the  Blundell  chapel  seem  to  be  a  little 
later  in  date  than  the  other  screens,  but  have  been  un- 
fortunately painted  and  grained.  This  is  perhaps  the 
most  carefully  designed  of  all  the  screens. 

That  on  the  south  side  separates  the  aisle  of  the  nave 
from  what  was  once  St.  Mary's  chantry,  and  is  very 
fine.  A  prevalent  idea  that  it  formerly  occupied  the 
position  of  the  present  central  screen  is  quite  without 
foundation. 

We  now  turn  to  the  Sefton  pew.  This,  as  we  have 
seen,  is  much  mutilated,  but  is  all  old  oak  except  the 
partition  and  one  of  the  doors.      Here  on  the  floor  is  the 

c 
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finest  brass  which  the  church  contains,  that  to  Margaret 
Bulcley.^  The  inscription  in  Latin,  hidden  under  the 
centre  compartment,  runs  as  follows  : — 

Orate  p  aia  Margarete  filie  Rici  Molyneux  milit  qndam  ux 
lohTs  Dutton  Armig'  dfli  de  dutton  et  postea  ux*  Willi*  Bulcley 
Armig*  que  hie  c^tariam  ppetuam  ffidauit  ac  reddit  't  terras 
suffiet'  p  uno  capellSo  imppetuu  dia  celebratur  ac  p  alabz 
cuisdem  Margarete  paretu  't  benefactor  suor  exoraturum  stabiHit 
*t  dotauit  que  obiit  xxi  die  februarij  a»  dfli  XV«  XXVIII  cui' 
ale  ppicietur  deus. 

This  may  be  translated  : — 

Pray  for  the  soul  of  Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  Moly- 
neux, knight,  formerly  wife  of  John  Dutton,  Esquire,  lord  of 
Dutton,  and  afterwards  wife  of  William  Bulcley,  Esquire,  who 
founded  here  a  perpetual  chantr>%  and  endowed  it  with  rents  and 
lands  for  one  chaplain  for  ever  who  should  celebrate  Divine 
service  and  pray  for  the  souls  of  Margaret,  her  kinsfolk  and 
benefactors,  who  died  February  21,  1528:  on  whose  soul  God 
have  mercy. 

On  each  side  of  the  figure  are  two  shields  as  follows  :   - 

Left.  Right. 


T.   Molyneux 
2.   Bulcley 


1.  Dutton 

2.  Molyneux 


At  the  corners  of  the  slab  are  four  circles,  now  empty, 
but  which  probably  originally  held  the  symbols  of  the 
four  evangelists. 

On  the  window  above  the  brass  we  find  a  partly 
modern  inscription,  the  erroneous  date  of  which  was 
inserted  when  the  windows  were  restored  early  in  the 
century.     It  reads: — 

Of  yor  charity  pray  for  the  soul  of  Marg  ctt  Bulcley  daughter 

'  *  MaryccI  to  John  Dutton  of  Dutton,  after  to  William  Buckley  of  Bcau- 
marys  in  \Valej> '  (Flowers  Visitation ^  1557;. 
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of  Ric*  Molynex  knyght  and  vviff  unto  lohe  dutton  and  Will**^ 
Bulcley  Esqeri  whose  goodness  caused  this  window  to  be  made 
of  the  will  of  S*"  Rob'  Pkynson  *  Executo'  to  the  said  Marg'ett 
the  yere  of  o*  lord  MDXLIIP**  which  said  Marg'ett  decessed  the 
XXP**  daye  of  ffebruar  the  yere  of  o'  Lord  MDXVII  (?)  of 
whose  soule  Jhu  have  m'cy  Ame. 

Of  the  chantry  which  she  founded  at  Sefton,  men- 
tioned in  the  inscription  on  the  brass,  we  shall  have  some- 
what to  say  later  in  its  proper  place.  On  the  adjoining 
window  is  the  following  inscription  : — 

Orate  p.  bono  statu  Gulielmi  Ireland  de  lydyat®  armiger  et 
Elene  ano  dni  M^CCCCCX'^  tercu 


•     •     • 


Pray  for  the  well-being  of  William  Ireland  of  Lydiate  and 
Elene  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 540.  .  .  . 

This  is  Ellen  the  sister  ^  of  Antony  Molyneux,  rector 
of  Sefton,  who  held  the  living  from  1535  to  1547.  She 
married  Laurence  Ireland,  and  the  Gulielmi  in  this 
window  is  apt  to  mislead  those  who  do  not  notice  on 
closer  inspection  that  the  portion  of  the  glass  bearing  the 
name  differs  from  the  rest  of  the  inscription  and  is  evi- 
dently modern.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  article  on  Sefton 
published  in  1814  in  the  *  Gentleman's  Magazine,'  which 
quotes  the  above  inscription,  but  in  which  the  Christian 
name  is  left  a  blank,  so  that  the  erroneous  restoration  is 
certainly  recent.^ 

*  Sir  Robert  Parkynson  was  chantry  priest.     See  p.  92. 

^  Burke  says  daughter  of  Antony,  but  is  probably  mistaken.  See  will  of 
Antony  Molyneux,  p.  70. 

'  We  also  read  in  Britton's  Beauties  of  England  and  WaleSy  vol.  ix. 
p.  218,  1807  :  *  In  the  broken  painted  glass  are  some  inscriptions  recording 
the  respective  makers  :  among  them  are  one  to  Molyneux,  dated  1542  ; 
another  to  Margaret  Bulkley,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Molyneux,  dated  1 543  ; 
and  a  third  to  an  Ireland  of  Lydiate,  dated  154a' 

c  2 
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The  pulpit,  which  is  now  attached  to  the  screen,  bears 
the  date  1635,  ^^^  ^^  ^  good  example  of  the  florid 
Renascence  work  of  the  period.  Round  it  is  this  in- 
scription {Prov.  28,  13) : — 

^e  tliat  cobetetf)  j^is  stnne  sj^all  not  prosper,  but  koj^oso  con« 
fessetb  antt  forsafcetf)  tbem  sball  babe  mercie :  bappg  \%  tbe  m(an).^ 

Round  the  canopy  or  sounding-board  the  following 
legend  is  carved  {Prov.  24,  21) : — 

imp  $M)nne  frare  tbou  tbe  l.orl)ie  and  tbe  Binge  anb  meble  not 
tottb  tbem  tbat  are  gtben  to  cbange. 

This  last  conservative  inscription  can  readily  be 
accounted  for.  The  differences  between  King  Charles 
and  his  Parliament  began  in  1628,  that  being  the  date  of 
the  Petition  of  Right.  We  thus  see  that  the  lords  of 
Sefton  were  stout  Cavaliers  in  those  days.  We  find  that 
Richard,  2nd  Viscount  Molyneux,  was  at  Worcester  with 
Charles  I.'s  army,  and  Caryll  his  son  was  a  prominent 
figure  at  the  siege  of  Liverpool  by  Prince  Rupert. 

Standing  in  the  doorway  of  the  rood-screen,  the 
imposing  size  of  the  choir  and  the  elaboration  of  the 
wood-work  are  remarkable.  There  is  no  structural 
division  to  mark  the  choir,  which  is  brought  forward  into 
the  nave  and  only  separated  from  it  by  the  screens ;  the 
sanctuary  alone  is  thrown  out  from  the  main  body  of  the 
church.  Sixteen  stalls  raised  on  stone,  pierced  with 
quatrefoils,  are  quite  unrivalled  in  any  church  for  many 
miles  around.     The  rector  s  stall  and  that  opposite  have 

'  The  last  two  letters  were  obviously  destroyed  when  the  pulpit  was  re- 
moved and  placed  in  its  present  position. 
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memory  of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Rothwell,  rector  from  1800 
to  1863.  The  glass  represents  various  supernatural 
events,  among  them  St.  Helen  (the  patron  saint  of  the 
church)  finding  the  true  cross.  The  glass  of  the  former 
east  window,  of  which  two  figures,  representing  the 
Salutation,  and  some  other  fragments  are  now  to  be  seen 
lying  in  the  parvise,  bore  the  following  inscription : 
*  Orate  pro  bono  statu  [Ricar  ]  Molyneux  militis  qui 
istam  (fenestram)  fieri  fecit.    Anno  Dni  MiTmo  ccccxli"**.*^ 

There  is  here  a  somewhat  curiously  designed  credence 
and  sedilia,  and  facing  them  an  aumbry  which  looks 
like  a  late  insertion,  and  has  a  modern  door.  Unless 
raised  for  some  obscure  reason,  the  level  of  the  sedilia 
suggests  a  longer  flight  of  steps  to  the  altar,  either  once 
existing,  or  intended. 

The  classical  reredos,  dating  about  1700,  marks  a 
period  in  the  history  of  the  building,  and  possesses  some 
good  detail.  A  circular  broken  pediment  lying  in  the 
parvise,  and  formerly .  surmounted  by  the  device  of 
cherubs  now  fixed  below  the  organ,  once  occupied  the 
centre,  but  was  removed  in  Rector  RothwelFs  time,  and 
replaced  by  the  appalling  canopy-work  now  to  be  found 
over  the  eastern  screen  of  the  Blundell  chapel,  which 
formed  a  refuge  for  the  destitute  when  the  present  east 
window  was  inserted. 

On  the  floor  of  the  choir  is  a  brass  of  a  knight  in 


'  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  Ashcroft  in  regard  to  this 
inscription,  especially  as  the  figures  are  of  about  the  same  date.  The  stone- 
work of  the  east  window,  taken  down  in  1870,  was  of  later  date  than  1441, 
however,  and  it  follows  that  the  glass  must  have  been  moved  into  it  from  a 
former  window.  The  only  window  traceries  remaining  which  existed  in  144 1 
are  those  of  the  oast  end  of  the  north  aisle. 
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armour  with  his  two  ladies  by  him,  an 
inscription  and  coat  of  arms  beneath  his 
feet,  while  over  their  heads  are  two 
shields,  one  of  which  bears  two  banners 
crossed.  The  brass  is  not  in  its  original 
matrix.  Bridgens's  Illustration  gives  an 
additional  foot-plate  representing  the 
three  children  of  the  first  wife,  which  is 
now  lost ;  but  on  the  other  hand  he  does 
not  represent  the  plates  above  and  below 
the  knight,  which  are  now  extant 

We  may  read  this  inscription  as  fol- 
lows : — 

William  Molyneux,  knight  and  lord  of 
Sefton,  was  thrice  sent  against  the  Scots  when 
Henry  VIII,  was  king  in  England,  and  ac- 
quitted himself  bravely,  but  especially  at  Flod- 
den,  where  he  captured  with  his  own  hands 
two  standards  of  arms  of  the  Scots  who  were 
most  stoutly  reiisting.  Dear  to  all  men  in  the 
pursuits  of  peace,  he  aided  his  friends  by  his 
counsel  and  the  needy  by  his  alms.  He  had 
two  wives — the  first  Jane,  the  only  daughter 
and  heir  of  Richard  Rugge,  in  the  county  of 
Salop,  knight,  by  whom  were  born  to  him 
Richard,  Jane,  and  Anna ;  the  latter  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  and  heir  of  Cuthbert  Clifton, 
knight,  by  whom  he  had  William,  Thomas, 
and  Anna.  He  was  65  years  old.  He  here 
rests  in  the  hope  of  the  resurrection  with  the 
majority.  In  the  year  of  the  Lord  1548,  in 
the  month  of  July. 

It  is  very  obvious  that,  for  some 
reason,  the  date  has  been  altered  from 
1546  to  1548. 
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This  brass  has  attracted  particular  attention  from  the 
way  in  which  the  knight  isclad.^     He  wears  the  complete 

^  '  He  is  in  complete  armour,  the  general  aspect  of  which  is  that  worn  in 
England  down  to  the  reign  of  James  I.  The  peculiar  features  are,  that  his 
breastplate  is  emblazoned  with  the  cross-moline  of  his  arms,  a  circumstance 
most  unusual  ;  his  head  is  protected  by  a  coif  of  mail,  in  the  fashion  of  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  and  he  wears  a  very  ample  skirt  of  the 
same,  reaching  to  the  knees  ;  and  from  its  appearance  it  is  not  unlikely  to  be 
a  complete  hauberk  ;  but,  without  presuming  to  judge  upon  this  point,  which 
may  be  questioned,  we  will  confine  our  observations  to  the  coif.  This  is  in 
all  respects  the  same  as  that  worn  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries, 
covering  the  head,  neck,  and  chest.  Now  the  question  for  our  solution  is 
the  reason  for  this  singular  departure  from  the  ordinary  costume  of  the  time. 
We  may  be  quite  assured  that  these  monuments  do  present  to  us,  in  most 
instances,  the  actual  array  of  the  deceased  ;  and  we  must  also  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  monuments  are  often  intended  to  commemorate  with 
the  individual  the  most  important  event  of  his  life.  This  is  evidently  the 
case  in  the  instance  before  us,  and  we  may  therefore  suppose  that  at  least 
the  monument  presents  us  with  the  very  appearance  of  Sir  William  as  he 
went  forth  to  the  field  of  Flodden,  and  not  as  a  matter  of  course  his  ordinary' 
military  equipment,  or  one  at  all  common  at  his  time.  May  we  further  con- 
jecture that,  as  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  the  Scots  was  sudden,  and 
the  king  abroad  with  a  large  army,  the  precipitate  array  might  have  prevented 
the  complete  arming  of  both  knights  and  retainers  ?  If  the  contemporary 
ballads  on  the  subject  do  not  altogether  indulge  in  poetical  license,  such  was 
the  case. 

* "  Then  every  lord  and  knight  each  where, 

And  barons  bold  in  musters  met ; 
Each  man  made  haste  to  mend  his  gear. 

And  some  their  rusty  pikes  did  whet. 

*  "  Some  made  a  mell  of  massy  lead. 
Which  iron  all  about  did  bind  ; 
Some  made  a  helmet  for  the  head. 
And  some  their  grisly  gisarmes  grind. 

* "  Some  made  their  battle  axes  bright, 

Some  from  their  bills  did  rub  the  rust, 
Some  made  long  pikes  and  lances  light. 
Some  pike  forks  for  to  foin  and  thrust." 

We  may  not  unnaturally  ask,  then,  if  the  appearance  of  Sir  William  may 
not  be  accounted  for  by  his  having  arrayed  himself  in  portions  of  the  armour 
of  his  ancestors  preserved  in  his  ancestral  halls,  to  meet  the  exigence  of  the 
occasion.* — Proceedings  of  the  Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire^ 
p.  249,  vol.  ii.  Session  II. 
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mail  hood  or  camail  and  hauberk  belonging  to  the  thir- 
teenth and  fourteenth  centuries,  and  upon  the  breast  bears 
the  Molyneux  crest  (the  cross  moline),  a  peculiar  feature 
at  this  late  date.  An  ingenious  theory  has  been  set  forth 
to  explain  this,  which  will  be  found  in  the  foot-note — that 
he  is  represented  as  he  fought  at  Flodden,  and  being 
called  thither  hurriedly  put  on  the  first  armour  which  came 
to  hand.  It  seems,  however,  just  as  likely  to  suppose 
that  this  brass  was  a  palimpsest — that  is,  that  an  old  one 
had  been  taken  and  altered  to  suit  the  man.^  It  has 
been  suggested  that  the  brass  is  probably  engraved  on 
the  other  side,  weight  being  added  to  this  idea  by  the 
broken  piece  on  the  right  shoulder,  and  this  may  be  the 
case.* 

*  Previous  to  the  sixteenth  century  no  real  portraits  occur  on  monumental 
brasses,  nor  do  they  become  common  until  the  close  of  that  era.  .  .  .  Costume 
was,  however,  more  strictly  attended  to,  unless,  as  in  some  cases,  the  monu- 
ment was  executed  at  a  considerable  time  after  decease.  We  are  thus 
indebted  for  some  peculiarities  only  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  supposition 
that  the  actual  dress  of  the  individual  was  represented.  The  brass  of  Sir 
Richard  Cobham  shows  a  mixture  of  new  and  old  fashions.  For  instance, 
the  gorget  of  mail  belongs  to  one  period,  the  apron  and  taces  to  another  and 
a  later  one.  But  the  monument  to  Sir  William  Molyneux,  1548,  actually 
exhibits  a  coif  of  mail  which  his  ancestors  might  have  worn  in  the  crusades.* 
— Waller's  Brasses,  Introduction,  pp.  vi,  vii. 

*  *  From  the  middle  of  this  century  (sixteenth)  a  series  of  further  changes 
took  place,  all,  however,  tending  towards  the  final  disuse  of  armour,  which 
its  weight,  and  still  more  its  insufficiency  as  a  guard  against  firearms,  gradu- 
ally was  bringing  on.  The  general  aspect  of  the  warrior,  as  thus  again 
altered,  is  well  exemplified  in  the  brass  of  Sir  William  Molyneux,  A.D.  1548, 
at  Sefton,  Lancashire,  who,  at  the  battle  of  Flodden  Field,  "  with  his  own 
hand  took  from  the  fiercely  contesting  Scots  two  standards  of  arms."  Here 
we  have  a  coif  or  hood  of  mail  again  in  fashion,  while  the  taces  have  alto- 
gether disappeared,  and  ample  licillettes,  with  corresponding  culettes  behind, 
are  attached  to  the  front  and  back  pieces  of  the  cuirass  itself,  thus  forming  a 
complete  defence  of  overlapping  and  flexible  plates  from  the  waist  to  the 
knees.'—Boutell,  Monumental  Brasses  and  Slabs,  p.  79. 

*  *  The  use  of  the  term palt'mpsesl  wsls  first  applied  to  ancient  manuscripts 
wherein  the  elder  writing  had  been  effaced  to  make  room  for  another  work. 
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The  two  flags  ^  are  representations  of  those  captured 
at  Flodden,  which  render  the  brass  of  more  than  passing 
interest.^ 

Henry  under  his  own  seal  sent  Sir  William  a  letter 


Though  not  always  strictly  analogous  in  the  case  of  brasses,  the  word  is  yet 
sufficiently  explanatory,  and  is  now  generally  received  by  antiquaries.'  A 
palimpsest,  where  a  figure  has  been  reversed  and  re-engraved,  occurs  at 
Okeover,  in  Staffordshire.  At  St.  Margaret's,  Rochester,  there  is  a  demi- 
figure  of  a  priest  engraved  on  both  sides  ;  and  at  Waterpery,  in  Oxfordshire, 
the  brass  of  William  Cursun  is  an  instance  of  the  use  of  an  older  monument 
by  making  additions  to  earlier  costume.  Formerly  this  brass  was  to  the 
memory  of  Thomas  Wideville  (1435)  ^md  his  two  wives.  It  now  stands  to 
the  memory  of  Sir  John  Dyve,  his  mother,  and  wife,  1535.  See  Waller's 
Brasses, 

'  The  following  is  a  description  of  the  two  flags: — Earl  of  Huntly^s 
banner.  On  a  field  gules,  ships  or  galleys  argent,  a  falcon  rising  or  between 
a  stag  in  his  course,  and  a  greyhound  running  or  courant  argent,  in  the  point 
the  cri  de  guerre,  or  war  cry,  *  C lane-tout.'  In  the  draft  at  Heralds'  College 
this  is  read  '  Clang-toye.'  The  monument  doubtless  is  the  more  correct 
authority.  It  has  been  explained  as  signifying  *  Call,  all'  or  *  Clamez,  tout.' 
This  does  not  appear  satisfactory,  as  it  is  founded  on  an  erroneous  reading. 
The  other  banner  is  delineated  in  Heralds'  College.  On  a  field  gules  an 
heraldical  tiger  running  or.     Chieftain  at  present  unknown. 

*  Over  the  head  of  the  first  wife,  Jane,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir 
Richard  Rugge,  knt.,  is  a  lozenge  bearing  quarterly  :  i  gules,  a  chevron 
engrailed  between  3  mullets  pierced  argent,  Rugge  ;  2  argent,  a  chevron 
engrailed  between  three  pairs  of  keys  in  pale,  the  bows  interlaced  sable, 
Skeene ;  3  argent,  a  chevron  engrailed  between  three  popinjays  vert, 
langued  and  armed  or.  Heath  ;  4  ermine,  a  chief  dancett^e  gules,  Moreton. 
The  lozenge  for  Elizabeth,  sole  daughter  and  heir  of  Cuthbert  Clyfton,  of 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  esq.,  is  lost ;  it  bore  quarterly  :  1  and  4  sable,  on 
a  bend  argent  3  mullets  gules,  Clyfton  ;  2  and  3  ...  a  cross  raguly  .  .  . 
At  foot  is  an  escutcheon  of  twelve  quartcrings,  with  the  motto.  En  Droit 
Devant.  I  Molyneux ;  2  gules,  a  lion  rampant  argent,  crowned  or,  within 
a  bordure  engrailed  of  the  last,  Garnet ;  3  argent,  six  lions  rampant,  3,  2,  and 
I  gules,  Villiers ;  4  or,  3  lions'  faces  sable  .  .  .  ;  5  argent,  a  stag  couchant 
proper ;  6  argent,  a  fesse  gules  between  3  popinjays  vert,  collared  and  armed 
of  the  second  .  .  .  ;  7  azure,  semee  de  lis,  a  lion  rampant  argent,  Holland  ; 
8  vert,  a  lion  rampant  argent,  Heyton ;  9  argent,  a  cross  sable,  in  dexter 
canton  a  fleur  de  lis  of  the  last,  Haydock ;  10  quarterly,  argent  and  gules, 
in  second  and  third  quarter  a  fret  or,  Dutton  ;  1 1  argent  on  a  bend  gules,  3 
escarbuncles  or,  Thornton  ;  12  azure,  a  crescent  enclosing  between  the  points 
an  estoile  all  argent.— From  Waller's  Brasses, 
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of  thanks  for  his  share  in  the  battle,  which  was  as 
follows : — 

Trusty  and  Well  Beloved  We  greet  you  well :  And  under- 
stand as  well  by  the  Report  of  Our  Right  Trusty  Cousin  and 
Counsellour  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  as  otherwise,  what  acceptable 
service  you  amongst  Others  lately  did  unto  Us,  by  your  valiant 
Towardness  in  the  assisting  of  Our  said  Cousin  against  Our 
Enemy  late  King  of  Scots  :  and  how  courageously  you  as  a  very 
hearty  loving  Servant  acquitted  yourself*  for  the  overthrow  of 
the  said  late  King,  and  distressing  of  his  Malice  and  Power,  to 
Our  great  Honour  and  the  advancing  of  your  no  little  Fame 
and  Praise ;  for  which  We  have  good  cause  to  favour  and  thank 
you,  and  so  W^e  full  heartily  do  ;  and  assured  may  you  be  that 
We  shall  in  such  effectual  wise  remember  your  said  service  in 
any  your  reasonable  pursuits,  as  you  shall  have  cause  to  think 
the  same  right  well  employed  to  Our  comfort  and  weal  hereafter. 
Given  under  Our  signit  at  Our  Castle  at  Windsor  the  seven  and 
twentieth  of  November.^ 

Sir  William  and  his  colleagues  in  this  fight  are 
mentioned  in  a  curious  poem  entitled  the  *  Scottish 
Feilde/  which  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Beamont  in  the 
muniments  at  Lyme,  written  on  strips  of  parchment 
pasted  together,  forming  a  roll  about  thirteen  feet  long.'' 

*  *Sir  William  led  the  Lancashire  bowmen  in  conjunction  with  Sir 
Edward  Stanley,  mentioned  by  Scott  in  the  well-known  lines —  • 

* "  Charge,  Chester,  charge  !  On,  Stanley,  on  !  " 
Were  the  last  words  of  Marmion.' 

Sir  Edward  Stanley  was  created  Lord  Monteagle  for  his  services  on  the 
field  of  Flodden.  He  was  great-grandfather  to  the  Lord  Monteagle  who 
received  the  letter  of  warning  about  the  Gunpowder  Plot.  See  Espinassc  s 
Lancashire  Worthies, 

'  See  Stou'^s  Chronicle^  p.  495.  Fuller  also  gives  an  account  of  the 
battle  of  Flodden  in  connection  with  Sir  William  Molyneux.  See  Fuller's 
Worthies y  p.  113. 

'  The  writing  of  the  poem  cannot  be  previous  to  1 570,  but  it  is  probably 
a  copy  of  a  poem  written  before  1518. 
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This  poem  is  in  its  way  as  much  an  anachronism  in  form 
as  the  brass  we  have  just  been  describing  is  in  fashion. 
Its  metre  is  the  usual  unrhymed  alliterative  measure 
of  the  older  English  period,  which  had  almost  died 
out  before  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century — the  only 
metre,  says  Professor  Skeat,  which  can  rightly  be  called 
English,  since  nearly  all  others  have  been  borrowed  from 
French  or  Italian.  The  homely  directness  and  vigour 
of  style,  which  has  something  in  it  peculiarly  English, 
may,  however,  have  been  purposely  chosen  by  the  poet 
to  express  his  theme,  unless,  as  is  possible,  he  was  a 
rustic   genius  a  century  or  two    behind    the    time  (the 

*  Vision  of  Piers  Plowman,'  the  most  characteristic  poem  in 
this  metre,  having  been  written  i6o  years  previously),  for 
the  name  of  the  author  of  these  spirited  lines  is  unknown. 
We  give  a  quotation  from  them  as  bearing  on  the 
present  subject,  and  recommend  a  perusal  of  the  whole 
poem,  which  will   be  found   in   vol.   11.  of  the  Chetham 

*  Miscellanies.* 

Sir  John  Stanley  that  stowte  knight  that  sterne  was  of  deedes! 
With  four  thousand  fursemen  that  followed  him  after 

•  •  ■  •  •  •  • 

Then  the  Skottes  King  calleth  to  him  a  heralde, 

Biddeth  him  tell  the  truth  and  tary  no  longer, 

Who  were  the  baners  of  the  burns  that  bode  in  the  valey  ? 

*  They  are  standartes  of  the  Standles  *  that  stand  by  themselven, 
Yf  he  be  faren  into  Fraunce  the  Frenchemen  to  feere. 

Yet  is  his  standart  in  that  stede  with  a  styffe  captaine, 
Sir  Henry  Kighley  is  called  that  kene  is  of  deedes, 
Sir  Thomas  Jarred  *  that  jollie  knight  is  joyned  thereunder, 
With  Sir  William  Molyneux  with  a  manfull  meany, 
Theis  freakes  will  never  flee  for  feare  of  no  weapon, 

*  Stanleys.  *  Gerard. 
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But  they  will  sticke  with  their  standarts  in  their  stele  weedes, 
Because  they  bashed  thein  at  Berwick  that  boldeth  them  the 

more. 
Lo !  how  he  haters  and  beates  the  bird  with  his  winges  ! 
We  are  ferde  of  yonder  foule  so  fureslie  he  fareth/ 

•  •••«•• 

Then  the  Scottishe  Kingc  carped  theis  wordes, 

*  I  will  fight  with  yonder  freakes  that  are  so  fuerse  holden. 

And  I  beate  those  burnes,  the  battall  is  ours  ! ' 

Then  he  moved  towards  the  mountains  and  manly  came  down- 

wardes, 
We  met  him  in  the  midway,  and  matched  him  full  even. 
Then  there  was  dealling  of  dentes  till  all  tlie  dales  rongen, 
Many  helmes  with  heddes  were  hewen  all  to  peeces ! 
This  layke  lasted  on  the  lande  the  lengthe  of  fower  howers. 
Yorkshire  like  yorne  men  egerly  they  foughten, 
So  did  Darbyshire  that  day  deyred  many  Scottes, 
Lancashire  like  lyons  layden  them  aboute, 
All  had  bene  lost  by  our  Lorde !  had  not  those  leddes  bene. 

The  character  of  Sir  William,  as  quaintly  given  by 
David  Lloyd,  may  be  transcribed  here. 

Sir  William  Molyncux  flourished  under  King  Henry  the 
eighth,  being  man  of  great  command  in  Lancashire ;  bringing 
the  considerable  strength  thereof  to  the  seasonable  succour  of 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  with  whom  he  performed  signal  service  in 
Flodden- Field.  The  image  of  whose  mind  he  was  as  well  as 
the  portrait  of  his  body.  Peculiar  was  our  knight  for  nobly  for- 
giving his  enemies  if  reconcilable;  and  refusing  ignobly  to  be 
revenged  of  them,  though  obstinate  :  for  honestly  would  he 
betray  the  villianies  of  them  that  dishonestly  offered  to  betray 
them  to  him  ;  as  Fabricius  delivered  up  to  Pyrrhus,  though  a 
sworn  enem}',  the  physician  that  would  have  poisoned  him  ; 
Lewis  the  nth  discovered  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  tho'  his 
mortal  foe,  the  conspiracy  that  would  have  ruined  him  ;  and  queen 
Elizabeth  of  England  with  king  Philip  of  Spain,  gave  Henry  the 
great  of  France  (when  friends  with  neither  of  them)  notice  of  two 
plots  upon  his  person  that  would  have  ruined  him. 
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After  which  discursive  similes  he  says — 

There  is  more  in  the  education  than  the  birth  (though  that  be 
noble  too)  of  this  gentleman  ;  much  generous  blood  sparkled  in 
his  veins,  more  arts  and  sciences  thronged  in  his  soul :  a  learned 
prince  brought  up  a  learned  gentry,  the  most  hopeful  of  whom 
think  themselves  as  much  obliged  to  imitate  his  virtues,  as  the 
most  degenerate  were  inclined  to  practise  his  vices.  Four  ex- 
cellent artists  were  at  once  entertained  in  his  fathcr*s  house  : 

1,  a  compleat  grammarian  and  linguist,  Parker. 

2,  an  exact  mathematician  and  historian,  Calvius. 

3,  a  skilful  musitian,  Palleviceno. 

4,  an  active  dancing  master  and  souldier. 

The  latine  tongue,  then  wearing  out  its  barbarism,  he  spake 
and  writ  elegantly ;  Cicero's  works  he  kenned  particularly  ; 
Plutarch  s  lives  and  morals  (that  book  which,  as  Gaza  said,  would 
furnish  the  world,  if  learning  were  lost)  he  epitomized  punctually  : 
the  active  and  practical  part  of  geometry  he  studied  intently. 
And,  as  the  complaisance  of  his  nature  and  sweetness  of  his 
temper,  he  added  to  these  severer  studies,  those  more  airy  of 
musick,  poetry,  and  heraldry. 

Si  ad  naturam  eximiam  eruditio  accesserit,  turn  devium  sin- 
gtilare  quoddam  existere  solet}  This  noble  nature,  advanced  by 
this  heroick  education,  must  needs  do  wonders,  as  it  did  :  first 
in  the  university  :  where  his  company  was  choice,  his  carriage 
even  and  staid,  his  time  exactly  observed  and  prudently  spent  ; 
.secondly  abroad  :  where  his  converse  was  wary,  his  conduct 
noble  and  plausible,  his  observations  and  exercises  manlike  and 
knowing ;  thirdly  at  court  :  where  his  presence  was  graceful,  his 
discourse  solid,  digisted,  distinct,  and  clear  ;  much  improved  by 
reading,  more  by  travelling,  most  by  conference  w  ith  those  that 
speak  well  :  fourthly,  in  the  country  :  where  his  hospitallity  was 
renowned,  his  equity  and  prudence  beloved,  and  his  interest  large 
and  commanding.  None  pleased  the  king  at  court  more,  such  his 
learning  to  satisfie  him,  such  his  debonairness  to  delight  him  ;  (for 
as  Cardinal  Wolsey,  so  Sir  William  Molyneux  got  in  with  King 

»  If  a  polite  education  has  been  added  to  a  refined  genius,  then  something 
extraordinary  generally  comes  forth. 
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Henry  the  eighth  by  a  discourse  out  of  Aquinas  in  the  morning 
and  a  dance  at  night).  None  served  him  better  in  the  country  ; 
such  his  obligations  upon  tenants  and  neighbours,  that  he  had 
six  thousand  men  at  command  ;  such  his  prudence  and  justice, 
that  there  were  more  difficulties  ended  in  his  parlour,  than  in 
Westminster  Hall ;  such  his  care  and  watchfulness,  that  no 
treason  stirred  but  his  agents  discovered,  and  the  militia  was  at 
an  hour's  warning  to  suppress  it :  the  idea  of  the  English  gentle- 
man !  in  favour  at  court !  in  repute  in  the  country !  at  once 
loved  and  feared ! 

Four  things  he  took  special  care  of:  I.  That  the  poor  might 
have  their  stated  alms.  2.  That  the  priests  might  enjoy  their 
known  ones.  And  3.  that  his  tenant  might  be  so  well  used  that 
he  might  thrive ;  and  but  so  well  that  he  should  not  be  idle. 
4.  That  everybody  should  be  employed  :  saying — *  He  had 
rather  they  should  be  busie  though  doing  nothing  to  the  purpose 
at  the  charge  of  his  purse  ;  tJian  that  they  should  be  idle  doing 
nothing  at  all,  at  the  charge  of  tlieir  own  prctious  tinted  In  a 
word,  he  lived  in  all  capacities  a  publick  good,  and  died  a 
common  loss  ;  leaving  in  his  family  that  best  legacy,  a  good 
example  ;  and  his  country  that  lasting  monument,  a  good  name, 
for  two  things  that  he  hated,  i.  Depopulating  inclosures. 
2.  Unworthy  inhancements  of  rents ;  for  he  died  with  this 
advice  to  his  son  :  *  Let  tlu  underwoods  grow.  The  tenants  are 
the  supports  of  a  family,  and  the  commonalty  are  the  strength 
of  the  kingdom.  Improve  thriftily  but  force  not  violently  either 
your  Bounds  or  Rents  above  your  fore- Fathers^  His  popularity 
never  failed  of  being  called  to  the  parliament,  nor  his  activity  of 
being  useful  there ;  none  understood  better  how  to  move,  to 
press,  to  quit,  to  divert,  to  escape,  to  watch  and  mould  a  busi-r 
ness  :  none  knew  better  the  confederacy  of  contrivers,  speakers, 
sticklers,  dividers,  moderators,  and  the  /  and  No  men,  their  method 
and  correspondence  ;  none  more  patient  and  industrious  when  a 
lower  faction  was  firmer  in  conjunction,  and  a  few  that  were 
stiff,  tired  out  many  more  moderate.  He  had  no  easiness  to  be 
imposed  upon,  no  weakness  to  be  deluded,  no  low  interest  to  be 
corrupted  by  fond  hopes  or  fair  promises  of  preferment,  to  wave 
the  very  pinch  of  a  dispute ;  no  pleasure  or  vanity  to  be  de- 
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bauched,  while  the  vigilant  faction  steals  a  vote  worth  a  kingdom  ; 
no  sloath  nor  neglect  to  be  surprised  ;  no  vanity  of  discourse,  to 
lose  his  master,  no  partiallity  to  be  biassed,  no  discontent  to 
satisfie,  no  passion  to  misguide ;  as  one  that  hated  nothing  but 
what  was  dishonest ;  feared  nothing  but  what  was  ignoble  ;  and 
loved  nothing  but  was  just  and  honourable ;  having  a  care  of 
his  virtue  as  lying  in  his  power,  but  not  of  fortune,  as  lying  in  the 
power  of  superiours  from  whom  he  could  only  by  deserving  com- 
mand a  favour  ;  he  being  of  Plato's  opinion,  *  that  a  maris  mind 
is  the  Chariot ;  Reason  the  Coachman;  Affections  the  Horses ; 
desire  of  Honour  t/ie  Whips  ;  both  exciting  to  goe  forwards  and 
awing  to  be  exact ;  Honour  alivays  keeping  up  curiously  the 
honoured  person  in  an  heighth  of  action^  that  keeps  an  even  pace 
with  admiration;  evenness  and  constancy  bein^  the  Crown  of 
Virtue} 

On  a  comparatively  modern,  or  at  least  defaced, 
quatrefoiled  pedestal  adjoining  Sir  William  Molyneux*s 
brass  rests  a  slab  on  which  are  brasses  of  a  knight  and 
two  ladies  (of  much  inferior  workmanship  to  those  we 
have  already  noticed),  and  below  them  their  large  family 
of  eight  girls  and  five  boys.  The  epitaph  is  only  partly 
remaining  and  runs  thus :  *  Ye  bodyes  of  Sir  Richard 
Molyneux  knighte  and  Dame  Elenore  his  wyffe/  A 
quaint,  though,  we  believe,  not  uncommon  inscription  is 
on  a  brass  plate  at  the  feet  of  the  knight : — 

Dame  Worshope  was  my  guide  in  lyfe 

and  did  my  doingcs  guydc 
Dame  Wertue  left  me  not  alone 

when  soule  from  bodye  hyed. 
And  thoughe  that  deathe  with  dinte  of  darte 

hath  brought  my  corps  on  sleape 
The  eternall  god  my  eternall  soule 

eternally  doethe  kepe. 

'  David  Lloyd's  Worthies^  1766. 


£.&<^.^-  |,,| ..  I..  I..T. .  I..  ii_j_Lj 

BRASS  OF  SIR  RICHABD  MOl.VSEVX,   1558.  (/.  JJ.) 
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This  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  Richard  Molyneux^  and  his 
two  wives  Eleanor  Radcliffe  and  Eleanor  Maghull.  He 
was  knighted  at  the  coronation  of  Queen  Mary,  was 
made  sheriff  of  Lancashire  in  1556,  and  died  in  1558. 

In  the  same  chapel,  known  as  Lord  Molyneux  s  chapel, 
are  several  tombs  of  the  Molyneux  family,  all  of  uninte- 
resting workmanship.  One  slab  in  white  marble  is  to  the 
memory  of  Caryll,  third  Viscount  Molyneux,  who  died  in 
1699,  father  of  Lord  William  Molyneux,  who  died  in 
1 71 7.  Caryll  was  an  eminent  but  unsuccessful  Royalist ; 
his  family  raised  a  regiment  of  horse  in  support  of 
Charles  L,  for  which,  during  the  time  of  the  Common- 
wealth, he  was  subjected  to  severe  penalties,  and  was 
outlawed  by  the  Parliament,  but  after  the  Restoration 
was  advanced  to  high  honours.  He  was  one  of  the 
Royalists  who  signed  a  petition  to  Prince  Rupert  for  the 
relief  of  Lathom  House  in  March  1643,  when  it  was 
besieged  by  the  Parliamentary  forces  and  defended  by 
the  heroic  Countess  of  Derby,  till  the  siege  was  raised 
by  the  approach  of  Prince  Rupert's  army  on  May  28. 
After  relieving  Lathom  and  taking  Bolton,  the  Royalists 
laid  siege  to  Liverpool,  which  Prince  Rupert  was  anxious 
to  possess,  to  enable  him  to  hold  ready  communication 
with  the  Royalist  party  in  Ireland.  He  established  his 
headquarters  at  Everton,  then  a  rural  village  more  than 
a  mile  from  the  town.'  After  many  desperate  efforts  to 
storm  the  town,  during  which  he  was  repulsed  with 
heavy    loss,    he    succeeded    in    a    night   attack   directed 

'  It  was  this  Sir  Richard  who  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  built  a  bam  in 
Tithebam  Street  for  the  storing  of  the  great  tithes  of  Liverpool.  The 
street  still  retains  its  name. 

-  See  Raines's  History  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire^  vol.  ii.  p.  499. 

D 
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against  that  part  of  the  fortifications  which  lay  at  the  end 
of  Old  Hall  Street.  Caryll,  Lord  Molyneux/  led  the 
attack,  and  probably  was  able  from  his  local  knowledge 
to  point  out  what  was  likely  to  be  the  weakest  portion  of 
the  fortifications  ;  but  on  this  point  historians  differ. 

Caryll  further  made  an  effort  in  favour  of  James  II. 
in  Lancashire,  and  succeeded  in  taking  possession  of 
Chester,  one  of  the  last  popular  movements  in  favour  of 
the  House  of  Stuart. 

Near  his  tomb  is  that  of  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Barlow,  and  there  is  also  a  slab  in  black 
marble  commemorating  and  bearing  the  family  arms  of 
Lady  Bridget,  wife  of  his  son  William,  Lord  Molyneux, 
and  daughter  and  heiress  of  Robert  Lucy,  Esq.,  of 
Charlcote,  in  the  county  of  Warwick.  The  dates  of  the 
death  of  his  son  William,  fourth  viscount,  and  his  grand- 
son Richard  are  inscribed  on  the  same  slab  with  Caryll's.- 

Other  inscriptions  are  to  the  memory  of  their  imme- 
diate descendants,  Caryll  the  sixth,  Richard  the  seventh, 
and  William  the  eighth  viscount.  The  son  of  the  last- 
named,  Charles  William,  was  created  first  Earl  of  Sefton 
in  1771. 

In  the  east  window,  over  the  last-mentioned  tombs, 
are  still  preserved  some  fragments  of  old  glass.  We 
find  the  symbols  of  the  Passion,  some  grotesque  heads,  a 
cock  and  whipping-post  and  the  paten  and  chalice  in  the 


'  Lord  Street  in  1665  ^^'^s  an  orchard  attached  to  the  castle,  belonging 
to  Caryll,  Viscount  Molyneux.  It  was  he  who  built  the  street  called  Lord 
Street,  but  at  first  known  as  *  Lord  Molyneux  Street.' 

'^  Caryll  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  first  Viscountess  Molyneux,  wife  of 
Sir  Richard  Molyneux,  raised  to  the  Irish  peerage  as  X^iscount  Maryborough 
in  1628.     See  pedigree. 
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Upper  portion.      Beneath  are  the  following  arms  :  on  a 
field  sable  a  lion  rampant  argent  crowned  or  ;  on  a  field 
gules  the  same.     There  remain  a  part  of  the  head  and 
nailed  hands  of  Christ  on  the  cross,  an  eagle,  and.  the  label 
'  INRL'      Below  again  is  an  inscription:  'Orate,  pro. 
bono,  statu.  Gulielm'.  Molyn".  militis.  qui.  iste.  fieri  fecit, 
anno  dni  millNrCCCCCXLH""'.'     Sir  William  died  six 
years  after  the  gift  of  this  window  to  the  church,  in  1548. 
Returning  now  through  the  chancel,  we  cross  to  the 
chapel  on  the  north  side,  i< 
remnant  of  the  fourteenth- 
century      work.         Here, 
above  the  elegant  tracer)' 
of  the  square-headed  win- 
dow, still  remains  a  row 
of  corbels,  doubtless    the 
supports    of    the    former 
roof,    although    their    ar- 
rangement defies  explana- 
tion :  the  stones  on  which 

the    corbels    are    worked  piscina  in  soitiikast  lUArEi. 

curiously  pass  through  the 

wall  and  reappear  outside.  The  joint  between  the  four- 
teenth- and  fifteenth -century  masonry  is  very  clearly 
evident.  The  piscina  on  the  right,  it  will  be  seen,  is  of 
similar  design  to  the  windows  in  the  tower.  There  is  a 
defaced  alabaster  slab  in  the  same  chapel  (of  which  the 
pedestal  is  similar  to  the  one  opposite,  before  noticed) 
to  Johanna,  wife  of  Sir  Richard  Molyneux,  who  dis- 
tinguished himself  and  was  knighted  at  the  battle  of 
Agincourt,  in    1415.      Henry  VI.,  in  consideration  of  Sir 
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Richard's  services  during  the  wars  of  his  father  Henry  V., 
granted  him.  by  a  patent  dated  July  26,  1446,  the  chief 
forestership  of  the  royal  forests,^  in  the  wapentake  of 
West  Derbyshire,  the  stewardship  of  that,  and  the 
wapentake  of  Salford,  besides  which  he  was  made  con- 
stable of  Liverpool,  and  Croxteth  Park  was  granted  to 
him  and  his  heirs. 

The  inscription  on  Lady  Johanna  s  tomb,  as  far  as  it 
can  now  be  made  out,  runs  thus  : — 

(Hi)c  iacet  d'na  loh'na  quoda  ux    Petr(c)  Legh   (m)ilitis  et 

po(stea)  ux  Molineux  militis  que  fuit  dfia  de   Bradley  Haydik 

te  libr  toil  partis  villarm  dc  VVcryngton  My  kill  San  key  et  Burton 

wod   {illegible y  corner  broken^  dna    diversaru   parcellaru   terram 

et  tenem  (in)fra  villas  de  Xewton  Goldbne  Lo\vto(n)  Bolde  et 

Walton  in   le  dal(e)  qu(e)  obiit  in   fo  Set  Sulpicii  ep'i  A"  drti 
Millmo    CCCC*"®    tricesimo    nono   cujus    aie    propicietur   deus 

Amen.^ 


^  When  King  John  built  Liverpool  Castle,  he  formed  extensive  parks  in 
the  neighbourhood  for  his  recreation  when  he  visited  the  castle  and  that  of 
the  governors.  One  of  these  parks  was  that  of  Toxteth,  beautifully  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mersey.  This  he  purchased  from  the  Molyneuxes  of 
Sefton,  and  with  the  royal  hunting  grounds  of  Croxteth  and  Symonswood 
these  parks  were  attached  to  the  Castle  of  Liverpool  till  they  were  dis- 
forested and  sold  under  the  Tudors.  In  Edward  IIL's  reign  we  learn  from 
a  valuation  made  of  all  the  royal  rights  in  the  borough  of  Liverpool  *  that 
there  is  a  certain  park  which  is  called  Toxteth,  whose  herbage  in  summer  is 
of  the  value  of  i  \1. '  (one-fifteenth  the  value  of  money  of  this  time.)  In  the 
Duchy  Hook,  i6  Henry  \T.,  we  read  that  in  1437  the  King  let  to  farm  to 
Sir  Thomas  Stanley  and  Sir  Richard  Molyneux  'the  herbage  and  pannage 
of  his  park  at  Toxteth,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  with  the  honey  and  wax  of 
the  bees  in  the  oaks  of  the  aforesaid  park  swarming,  and  the  heath  there 
growing,  to  hold  for  twenty  years  at  a  rent  of  6/.  13.V.  4^^.'  The  irony  of  fate 
still  retains  the  name  of  Toxteth  Park  for  the  huge  network  of  streets  on 
cither  side  of  Park  Road,  now  in  the  heart  of  Liverpool. 

■^  This,  translated,  runs  thus:  *  Here  lies  Lady  Johanna,  formerly  wife  of 
Peter  Legh,  knight,  and  afterwards  wife  of  Molyneux,  knight,  who  was 
lady  of  Bradley  Haydock,  freeholder  of  part  of  the  villages  of  Warrington, 
Great  Sankey,  and  Hurtonwood,  lady  of  divers  portions  of  lands  and  hold- 
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The  defacement  of  the  tomb  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
this  part  of  the  church  was  at  one  time  used  as  a  school- 
room, with  the  results  to  be  anticipated  from  such  an 
arrangement. 

The  eldest  son  of  Sir  Richard  Molyneux  and  Johanna 
was  Sir  Richard,  who  may  be  referred  to  here  as  being 
of  historical  interest.  He  married  Elizabeth,  eldest 
daughter  of  Thomas,  Lord  Stanley  of  Lathom,  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  sister  to  Thomas,  first  Earl 
of  Derby.  Sir  Richard  was  appointed  in  1454  one  of 
the  gentlemen  ushers  of  the  Privy  Chamber  of  Henry 
VL,  with  whom  he  was  a  great  favourite.  He  was  in 
such  high  favour  at  Court  that  in  the  Act  of  Resumption, 
passed  in  the  36  Hen.  VI.,  we  find  this  provisional 
clause  :  '  Provided  always  that  this  Act  extend  not  nor 
in  any  way  be  prejudicial  unto  Richard  Molyneux,  Esq., 
of  Sefton,  one  of  the  ushers  of  our  Privy  Chamber,  in 
the  constableship  of  our  Castle  of  Liverpool,*  &c.  (see 
Burke's  *  Peerage').  He  fell  fighting  under  the  Lancas- 
trian banner  at  the  bloody  battle  of  Bloreheath,  in 
Staffordshire,  in  1459.  In  Drayton's  *  Polyolbion,'  Song 
22,  we  read  : — 

There  Button  Button  kills,  a  Bone  doth  kill  a  Bone, 
A  Booth  a  Booth,  and  Leigh  by  Leigh  is  overthrown  ; 
A  Venables  against  a  Venables  doth  stand, 
A  Troutbeck  fighteth  with  a  Troutbeck  hand  to  hand. 
There  Molyneux  doth  make  a  Molyneux  to  die, 
And  Egerton  the  strength  of  Egerton  doth  try.' 

ing  between  the  towns  of  Newton,  dolborne,  Lowton,  Bolde,  and  Walton  in 
the  Dale,  who  died  during  the  Feast  of  St.  Sulpice  bishop,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1439,  whose  soul  God  pardon.     Amen.' 

*  Who  the  Molyneux  was  who  *  made  a  Molyneux  to  die'  we  cannot 
discover.     This  statement  is  probably  merely  the  poet's  method  of  expressing 
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Holinshed,  in  his  account  of  the  battle,  tells  us  :  — 

In  this  battel!  were  slaine  foure  and  twentie  hundred  persons  ; 
but  the  greatest  loss  fell  upon  the  Chesshire  men,  because  one 
halfc  of  the  Shire  was  on  the  one  part,  and  the  other  halfe  on 
the  other :  of  which  number  were  Sir  Thomas  Dutton,  Sir  John 
Doune  and  Sir  Hugh  Venables,  Sir  Richard  Molineux,  Sir 
William  Trowtbecke,  Sir  John  Legh  of  the  Both  and  Sir  John 
Egcrton,  knights :  John  Done  and  John  Dutton,  esquires.^ 

A  brother  of  Sir  Richard  Molyneux,  who  fought  at 
Agincourt,  also  appears,  from  the  following  remarkable 
record,  to  have  distinguished  himself  in  another  field  :  — 

August  4,  1448.  An  Indulgence  of  one  hundred  days  for  a 
year  to  raise  1008  ducats  for  the  ransom  of  Sir  Robert  Molyneux 
[of  Altcar],  who  has  been  taken  prisoner  in  a  battle  with  the 
Saracens  and  Turks  ^  whilst  fighting  for  the  Cross.  He  has  been 
sold  as  a  captive  to  serve  most  cruel  men,  and  confined  in  a 
castle  called  Tophan,  in  bondage  of  the  Great  Marrot,  who  calls 
himself  the  Lord  of  all  Turkey.  They  have  tried  in  vain  by 
every  kind  of  torture  to  oblige  him  to  renounce  his  religion.  At 
last  they  released  him,  he  promising  to  pay  them  the  sum  above 
mentioned,  and  leaving  his  two  brothers  as  his  hostages.  He 
must  return  by  a  certain  day,  and  if  he  is  not  then  back,  for 
each  day  of  his  absence  they  will  cut  off  a  limb  of  one  of  his 
brothers.^ 

the  bitter  partisanship  which  divided  families  during  the  Civil  War.  Curiously 
enough  the  family  of  Molyneux  afterwards  became  connected  by  marriage 
with  several  of  the  families  here  mentioned. 

'  Holinshed's  Chronicle^  p.  649. 

-  Constantinople  fell  to  Mahommed  II.  in  1453. 

^  E  Reg.  Archidiac.  Rich,  penes  Rev.  J.  Raines,  M.A. 

The  several  brothers  of  Robert  Molyneux  of  Altcar  were  :— 

Edmund  of  Cheynes,  Bucks. 

Henry. 

Gilbert. 

Sir  Thomas  of  Haughton,  father  of  Rector  Antony. 

John,  rector  of  Sefton  and  Walton. 
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Another  distinguished  brother  was  Adam,  who  was 
consecrated  Bishop  of  Chichester  in  1445,  and  filled  also 
the  offices  of  Keeper  of  the.  Privy  Seal  to  Henry  VI. 
and  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council.  In  1449  he  received 
permission  to  retire  from  all  secular  employment,  and  to 
travel  for  the  good  of  his  soul,  but  on  January  9,  1450, 
when  at  Portsmouth,  preparing  to  sail  for  France,  he 
was  murdered  by  a  party  of  sailors,  at  the  instigation,  it 
is  said,  of  Richard,  Duke  of  York.  Henry  VI.  held 
Adam  in  high  estimation  and  employed  him  several 
times  in  the  conduct  of  important  affairs  of  State,  such 
as  treating  with  the  commissioners  of  Holland  and 
Zealand  respecting  some  infringement  of  the  truce  (in 
1443)  and  concerning  the  commercial  relations  of 
England  and  those  countries,  and  in  1444  he  and  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk  were  appointed  ambassadors  to  conclude 
the  truce  with  France.  Adam  had  unusual  privileges 
granted  him  by  the  King.  In  the  will  of  Henry  VI.  he 
is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  Kings  feoffees.^  We  thus 
see  that  various  members  of  the  Molyneux  family,  some 
of  whose  tombs  we  are  now  describing,  bore  an  active 
part  in  the  stirring  events  of  the  Middle  Ages. 

Last,  but  not  least,  we  have  to  notice  the  two  fine 
stone  effigies  of  knights  in  this  chapel,  though  unfortu- 
nately we  are  only  able  to  conjecture  whom  they  repre- 
sent. At  first  sight  anyone  unskilled  in  reading  the 
date  of  armour  might  suppose  the  effigy  of  the  bearded 
knight  '^  on  the  west  to  be  the  oldest,  as  it  is  much  more 

*  See  Nicolas's  Testamenta  Vetusta. 

'^  The  beard  which  the  knight  wears  is  original.  Curiously  enough,  it  was 
formerly  covered  by  a  false  beard  in  cement,  on  the  removal  of  which  the 
stonework  beneath  was  found  quite  perfect.     (Note  of  1887.) 


r 
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dilapidated  than  the  other ;  but  this  is  not  the  case 
The  other  effigy,  almost  in  faultless  condition,  is  at  least 
some  thirty  to  forty  years  the  older  of  the  two.  We 
learn  this  because  he  wears  no  plate  armour  save  his 
knee-pieces  or  genouillcres,  but  is  clad  in  banded  mail 
from  head  to  foot.  The  earliest  use  of  plate  armour 
in  this  country  was  about  the  year  1310,  so  we  may 
safely  assign  to  him  a  date  antecedent  to  this.  We  are 
able  from  his  shield,  which  bears  very  distinctly  the 
cross  moline,  to  discover  his  family,  and  indeed  we  should 
naturally  have  supposed  him  to  be  a  Molyneux.  The 
shield  of  the  bearded  knight  is  now  defaced,  and  there 
are  no  signs  of  the  arms  having  been  carved  upon  it  to 
reward  even  the  closest  observation.  The  arms  may 
have  originally  been  in  colour  on  the  flat  surface,  as  the 
effigies  would  formerly  have  been  coloured  entirely, 
Ashcroft,  however,  writing  in  1819,  says: — 

From  their  triangular  shields  of  arms  they  appear  to  have 
belonged  to  the  Molyneux  family,  and  from  the  attitude  of  their 
legs,  laid  across,  to  have  lived  during  the  fashionable  madness  of 
the  crusades.  ...  In  their  present  state  they  bear  marks  of  those 
times,  which  even  made  stone  statues  feel  their  malice.  .  .  .  Much 
of  their  beauty  has  been  lost  by  that  pernicious  and  simple 
custom  of  whitewashing  .  .  .  and  bids  fair,  if  not  speedily  opposed, 
to  completely  envelope  them  in  artificial  stalagmites,  a  fag  of 
mortar  and  a  shell  of  mud. 

Further,  in  the  '  Illustrated  Itinerary  of  Lancashire,' 
published  in  1842,  we  find  these  words:  *  By  their 
armorial  shields  they  are  members  of  the  same  family.' 
Whether  the  authors  have  drawn  on  their  imagination 
for   the  statements  as  to  the  arms   appearing   on    both 
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shields,  or  really  found  them  so,  cannot  now  be  ascer- 
tained. There  is  no  doubt  that  the  whitewash  was  very 
efficiently  cleaned  off  at  some  period,  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  coat  of  arms  was  cleaned  away  from  one  shield 
at  the  time  ;  in  any  case  the  supposition  that  the  bearded 
figure  represented  a  Molyneux  would  be  plausible.  We 
may  here  note  that  from  the  years  of  about  1325  to 
1420  it  was  the  custom  for  knights  invariably  to  wear 
hair  on  their  faces ;  for  some  time  before  and  after  those 
dates  they  did  not.  The  knight's  armour  belongs  to  the 
period  between  about  13 10  and  1340,  which  seems  to  give 
us  limiting  dates  ;  and  as  no  lord  of  Sefton  died  between 
1298  and  1363,  if  it  represents  one  of  the  lords  of  Sefton 
the  effigy  must  be  a  remarkable  one. 

Here  we  must  give  some  of  the  early  history  of  the 
Molyneuxes,  to  show  what  reason  we  have  for  connecting 
two  of  its  members  with  the  effigies.  A  reference  to  the 
pedigree  of  the  Molyneux  family  will  make  this  reason 
more  apparent. 

William  de  Molines,  first  lord  of  Sefton,  came  into 
England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  in  the  company  of 
Roger  de  Belismo  and  Montegomerico,  Earl  of  Arundel, 
Surrey,  and  Shrewsbury.  He  went  with  Roger  Picta- 
vensis,  son  of  the  above-named  earl,  into  Lancashire,  unto 
whom  the  Conqueror  had  given  all  the  land  between  the 
Ribble  and  the  Mersey  (*  totam  pram  int  Ribelli  et  Mer- 
cye  fluvius  *),  *  as  appeareth  by  y*"  booke  called  Domus 
Dei,  otherwise  called  Doomesday  booke.' 

Sir  William's  name  ^  stands  eighteenth  upon  the  roll 

^  *  This  Guilliam  Dcsmolines  is  y*  i8*''  man  in  ye  Catalogue  or  Rowle  of 
the  noblemen  which  came  with  y*  Conqueror,  and  likewise  made  mention  of 


42  sj^z-rox 

of  Battle  Abbey,  and  he  obtained  frr»m  Roger  of 
Poictiers,  lord  of  Lancaster,  as  a  errant  the  manor  of 
Sefton  with  those  of  Thornton  and  Kitrrdon.  to  hold  bv 
the  service  of  half  a  knights  fee.  His  heir  was  X'ivian 
de  Molyneux,  and  his  grandson  Adam,*  who  we  find 
"  held  half  a  knight's  fee  in  CelTton.*  - 

The  next  notice  we  find  of  the  family  concerns  Adam's 
grandson.  Richard,  who  was  one  o\  the  riMl'lcs  who.  for 
siding  with  John  uhen  Earl  Morton*  against  King 
Richard  I.,  were  comjJKrlled  to  '  }>urch<ise  the  favour  of 
the  Kin^:  <on  his  return  from  the  Holv  L.i::d.  after  he  had 
confiscated  John's  estates!.  equiv<ileni  t«.»  paying  fines  as 
fullowinor :  •  Adam,  son  of  Osbert.  for  havin:^  the  favour 
of  the  King,  I o  marks.  Richard  de  Molinell  Molyneux], 
for  the  same,  loo  shillings.' 

Sixth  removed  from  Adam  in  a  direct  line  we  find 
Sir  Wil'iiam  Molvneux.  first  knij^ht  of  Sefton.  He  was 
made  a  knii^ht  banneret  in  Gasconv  in  i2s^6  bv  Edmund 

:-.  y'  Ch:or..:>  •"'f  * .'^:o  r>i>hopjx^  of  l^.i >•:.:.  uhc.:re  he  rthciri-etr  \^  names 
■:f  y'  r.:er.  of  .t.joripte  rem.n-nir*i,e  or  ':-.  o  .ifter  y'  r"  lV»::.i:!e  fo'j^hi  aj^j' 
KT.j.e  Hjrolc  :r.  Su>>ex  iot^~.  A:  ScpV.:^-  :r:>  i.i.  M.  Vj:\ied  his  cheife 
r.»^>f-  ;.*.  \'  -vxr.i.r.  from  n'  :i::-ie  :o  :h->  liay  h:>  ht  :e<  :r..i<.\v>  h:i\e  coniinu- 
al'.v  keTi^te  :he-.r  che:fe  abivide  :r.  c>:.i:e  of  krii.':::  f^r  v   :v..'>>:  r^tn  of  ihem.' 

V<  -•  W    ^  •  mm- 

■  Thi>  Ad.ir.:  is  fre.jjt":'.v  rofcrroL:  :o  .i-  :>.c  kr.  .:h:  ro:^:ie'>er:<Mi  in  the 
>  «-:ir.  "tt-ir.^i'-^w  of  lir:u*.tr.or:h  Church.  I'r.f  ^n>:r..;:t'y  the  present  Bridgc- 
T.:rST.  Ch.-rch  \\.~»>  tri^cUM   n  1704,  .ir.ii  vor.:..:r.>  r.o  fr.ij,:r.t.r.:<  of  old  stained 

-   ris:i  .:V  A>: /.*.'.     Coili  Lam\     KoiNi.i  h.cTOvi-.>  AL::r..\r.*:a  V'incne. 
■Av\>*::i  vie  MiAr.   .:>  .\nd  RoV.;:>  ::'.'  K.  h:.  :cr.e>:  viui.v.r.  ;*::  in  Thorinion 

•  Idtr/  Aria  lene:  vV.r.iiil'  fevv.  r.v.'.::"  .r.  >\'>:.^r.  Thorr.:^::  Kerden  de  feodo 

^rr.   ie  Fcrrar  A:  :po  :r.  capitc  vv.-.o  Ke^^e     :\  ;v/  . 

•Ac  dc  Mulyr.eus  ten:  a:'  fevvl"  ir.  Certor.  t\  .ir.ti..    :V  ■::"  infra  com*.* 
The  TV.'V.j  ..V  AV:;.*/A^a>  .in  .^ccour.t  kei^t   r.  ihe  K.r.^'s  Keraembrancers 

:-^re   of  kri:t:hi"5  fees   and    ser4;e.ir.::es    in*  :he   Te\:r.    of  Henr\-   III.  and 


ST,   HELEN'S  CHURCH  43 

(Crouchback),  Earl  of  Lancaster,  second  son  of  Henry 
III.  Now  this  Sir  William  lived  at  a  time  when  armour 
was  in  use,  such  as  that  the  knight  in  question  is  repre- 
sented as  wearing.  The  fact  of  his  wearing  the  gauntlets 
with  articulated  fingers  informs  us  that  the  effigy  repre- 
sents a  knight  who  lived  late  in  the  thirteenth  century. 
For  comparison  we  represent  side  by  side  the  effigy  of 
Crouchback,  in  Westminster  Abbey,  and  the  earlier  of 
the  Sefton  effigies.  The  similarity  is  very  striking  ;  ^ 
and  although  it  is  impossible  to  state  absolutely  that  this 
effigy  is  that  of  Sir  William,  the  conclusion  may  be  ac- 
cepted with  confidence.  The  effigy  seems  to  have  been 
made  for  a  recess,  but  certainly  not  for  the  one  in  which 
it  now  rests.  The  arched  recess  is  some  quarter  of  a 
century  later  than  the  figure,  and  the  mouldings  have 
been  cut  away  to  make  room  for  it.  The  floor  of  the 
chapel  has  also  been  raised  considerably,  and  excava- 
tion is  necessary  to  determine  the  complete  form  of  the 
recess.  It  would,  however,  probably  have  formed  a 
canopy  over  the  tomb  of  the  founder  of  the  church,  but 
we  have  no  records  to  state  who  that  might  be. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  might  have  been,  although 
small  for  the  purpose,  an  Easter  sepulchre.  A  similar 
recess,  although  later  in  date,  is  said  to  have  fulfilled  the 
purpose  at  the  church  of  Staunton  St.  John's,  Oxon.^ 

'  Crouchback  died  in  1296,  and  Sir  William  Molyneux  in  1296  or  1298. 

■'  In  Vetusta  Monumenta^  vol.  iii.  plates  31,  32,  we  find  a  description  of 
Easter  sepulchres,  and  plates  from  drawings  made  in  1739  in  the  churches 
of  Heckington,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  between  Sleaford  and  Boston,  and 
of  Northwold,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  representing  the  Holy  Sepulchre  or 
Sepulchre  of  our  Lord,  in  which  our  Saviour  was  deposited  until  his  resur- 
rection, and  which  was  placed  on  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  of  our  cathe- 
dral and  parochial  churches  to  be  used  in  commemoration  of  that  important 


44  SEFTON 

It  is  more  difficult  to  determine  the  bearded  effigy, 
which,  as  above  stated,  represents  a  knight  in  the  accou- 
trements of  the  period,  circa  1325- 1340.  Sir  William's 
son  and  successor  was  Sir  Richard,  who  died  as  an  old 
man,  circa  1363.  We  have  no  record  of  him  as  having 
been  a  great  warrior.  If,  therefore,  this  effigy  represents 
him,  we  can  only  hazard  the  conjecture  that  the  fashion  of 
armour  which  ruled  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  not 
penetrated  this  remote  district,  and  if  the  knight  took  no 
part  (and  we  do  not  hear  of  his  doing  so)  in  Edward 
III.'s  great  French  wars,  which  began  in  1339  and  lasted 
till  after  Sir  Richard's  death,  the  conjecture  is  more  for- 
cible. This  Sir  Richard  was  the  father  of  a  warrior.  Sir 
William,  who  fought  with  the  Black  Prince  and  was  made 
a  knight  banneret  at  Navarette.^  He  died  at  Canter- 
bury in  1372,  four  years  before  his  commander,  but  it  is 
quite  inadmissible  to  suppose  that  he  could  be  repre- 
sented by  this  effigy.  Under  the  heading  of  '  Souldiers,' 
Fuller,  in  his  *  Lancashire  Worthies'  (p.  113),  mentions 
*  Sir  William  Molyneux,  K.,  of  Sefton,  in  this   County. 


event  on  the  day  on  which  it  took  place,  or  Easter  Day,  when  the  crucifix 
and  Pix,  which  had  been  deposited  in  it  in  a  solemn  manner  on  Good  Friday, 
the  anniversary  of  the  Crucifixion,  were  taken  out  by  the  priest,  pronouncing 
this  text  :  '  Surrexit,  non  est  hie' 

At  Hurstmonceaux,  Sussex,  *  Thomas  Fienis,  Lord  Dacre,  by  will,  dated 
Sept.  I,  1 531,  bequeathed  his  body  to  be  buried  on  the  north  side  of  the  high 
altar,  appointing  that  a  tomb  should  be  made  for  placing  there  the  *  Sepulchre 
of  our  Lord^  and  many  others  are  mentioned. 

John  of  Gaunt,  among  other  furniture  left  to  his  wife,  Catherine,  men- 
tions *drap  embroudes  pur  la  sepulcre.'     See  Royal  and  Noble  Wills,  pp. 

iS4,  155. 

The  plates  referred  to  above  were  published  April  23,  1795. 

*  On  account  of  his  honours  in  France,  Sir  William  of  Navarctte  added 

to  his  arms,  as  a  distinction,  a  fleur  de  lis  in  the  dexter  chief,  still  borne  by  the 

family. 
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*  He  was  at  the    Battel   of  Navarre t,   in  Spain,   made 

*  Knight  Banneret  by  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  Anno 

*  1367,  under  whose  command  he  served  In  those  Warrs, 

*  as  also  for  a  long  time  in  the  warrs  of  France.     From 

*  whence  returning  homewards,  he  dyed  at  Canterbury, 

*  anno,  1372.  on  whom  was  written  this  Epitaph. 

*  Miles  honor ifiais  MOLINEUX  subjacet  intus  : 

*  Tertius  Edwardus  dilexit  hunc  ut  amicus  : 

*  Portia  qui gessit,  Gallos  Navaros^//^  repressit, 

*  Sic  cum  recessit,  morte  feriente  decessit^ 

*  Anno  Milleno  trecento  septuageno, 

*  Atque  his  junge  duo :  sic  peri t  omnts  homo' 

*  His  Monument  is  not  extant  at  this  day,  and  it  is 

*  a  pity  that  so  good  a  Siuord  did  not  light  on  a  better 

*  Pen,  and  that  Pallas  (so  much  honoured  by  him  in  her 

*  Military  relation),  did   not  more  assist  his  Epitaph  in 

*  her  Poetical  capacity/ 

It  may  be  of  interest  here  to  narrate  from  Froissart 
the  ceremony  of  creating  a  knight  banneret  at  this  very 
battle  of  Navarette.  Sir  John  Chandos  is  the  knight 
referred  to. 

The  Spaniards,  seeing  the  English  had  halted,  did  the  same, 
in  order  of  battle  ;  then  each  man  tightened  his  armour,  and 
made  ready  as  for  instant  combat.  Sir  John  Chandos  advanced 
in  front  of  the  battalions  with  his  banner  uncased  in  his  hand. 
He  presented  it  to  the  Prince,  saying,  *  My  lord,  here  is  my 
banner :  I  present  it  to  you,  that  I  may  display  it  in  whatever 
manner  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  you  ;  for,  thanks  to  God, 
I  have  now  sufficient  lands  to  enable  me  so  to  do,  and  maintain 
the  rank  which  it  ought  to  hold.'  The  Prince,  Don  Pedro  being 
present,  took  the  banner  in  his  hands,  which  was  blazoned  with 
a  sharp  stake  gules  on  a  field  argent.  After  having  cut  off"  the 
tail  to  make  it  square,  he  displayed  it,  and  returning  it  to  him  by 


the  handle,  said,  '  Sir  John,  I  return  you  your  banner.  God 
give  you  strength  and  honour  to  preserve  it."  Upon  this  Sir 
John  left  the  I'rince,  went  back  to  his  men  with  the  banner  in 
his  hand,  and  said  to  them,  '  Gentlemen,  behold  my  banner  and 
yours  :  you  will  therefore  guard  it  as  becomes  you.'  His  com- 
panions, taking  the  banner,  replied  with  much  cheerfulness  that, 
■  if  it  pleased  God  and  St.  George,  they  would  defend  it  well  and 
act  worthily  of  it.' ' 

In  passing  from  this  effigy  wc  must  call  attention  to 
the  remains  of  a  bent  figure  upon  which  the  knight's  feet 


rest.  This  is  a  most  spirited  piece  of  worknian.ship.  both 
feet  and  the  girdle  being  still  visible,  though  the  upper 
part  of  the  body  has  unfortunately  perished,  as  has  also 
one  of  the  knight's  legs.  The  whole  monument  has  been 
most  carefully  executed,  and  is  worth  examination  for  the 
details  of  the  knight's  armour. 

We  may  end  this  description  of  the  effigies  by  relat- 
ing an   incident   which    happened   during  our   study    of 
them.      It  was   Easter  time,  and  several  good   folk  out 
'  Johnes's  Froissart,  vol.  iii.  p.  y>A,  8vo  edit. 
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• 
holiday-making  came  in,  much  to  our  gratification,  to  have 

a  hurried  glance  at  the  church.  One  good  lady,  whose 
curiosity  was  roused  by  observing  our  interest  in  the 
figure,  and  who  had  evidently  been  accustomed  to  im- 
prove her  mind  upon  holiday  occasions  in  the  Egyptian 
section  at  the  William  Brown  Street  Museum,  enquired 
eagerly  of  her  husband,  *  Ah  say,  John,  is't  a  mummy  ? ' 

Sir  William  Molyneux  of  Navarett  had  four  sons — 
Sir  William,  who  succeeded  to  his  estates  ;  Sir  Thomas,^ 
constable  of  Chester  Castle,  killed  at  Radcote  Bridge, 
1387,  in  loyal  support  of  his  sovereign,  Richard  II.  ;  *^ 
Richard,  parson  of  Sefton  ;  and  Sir  John  of  Crosby,  who 
bore  as  his  coat  of  arms  the  cross  moline,  crowned  or 
(a  strawberry -leaf  coronet). 

Leaving  this  most  interesting  part  of  the  church  by  a 
door  which  takes  us  to  the  north  aisle,  we  pass  through 
the  Blundell  chapel,  specially  set  apart  for  the  family  of 
the  Blundells  of  Crosby  and  I  nee,  but  locally  known  as 
*  the  Squire  of  Ince's  Chapel.'  In  this  chapel  was  buried 
in  1698  William  Blundell,  Esquire,  the  Cavalier,  whose 
charming  notes  of  his  own  times  have  come  down  to  us 
in  *  A  Cavalier's  Note  Book,'  by  the  Rev.  T.  Ellison 
Gibson.  We  most  strongly  recommend  a  perusal  of  this 
most  entertaining  and  admirable  work.  We  cannot  but 
regret  the  painting  and  graining  of  all  the  wood-work  in 
the  chapel,  which  has  lost  much  of  its  beauty  in  conse- 

*  Sir  Thomas  was  ancestor  of  the  Castle  Dillon  branch  of  the  family,  of 
whom  the  most  noted  member  was  Sir  Thomas,  born  at  Calais.  He  was 
Chancellor  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland  under  Elizabeth  in  1576,  and  obtained 
extensive  grants  from  the  Queen.  He  was  taken  captive  by  the  enemy  at 
the  capture  of  Calais,  1558,  and  ransomed  for  500  crowns.  Sir  Capel  Moly- 
neux is  the  present  representative  of  the  Castle  Dillon  family. 

*  Holinshed's  Chronicles^  p.  460. 
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quence.  The  Early  Renascence  bench-ends,  with  Tudor 
roses  in  place  of  '  poppy-heads,'  and  the  squirrel,  the 
Blundell  crest,  introduced  in  the  quaint  carving,  are 
worthy  of  notice. 

Under  the  organ  loft  is  a  perpendicular  font,  which 
has  in  its  turn  been  recently  '  marbled." 

Over  the  north  door 
is  a  marble  monument 
of  some  interest  to  the 
memory  of  Henry  Blun- 
dell of  I  nee  Blundell  (died 
iSjo),  a  well-known  vir- 
tuoso, founder  of  the  fine 
collection  of  antiquities  at 
Ince  Blundell  Hall.  The 
epitaph  is  said  to  be  by 
William  Roscoe,  member 
for  Liverpool  in  1806, 
leader  of  the  literary  and 
scientific  circles  in  that 
city — himself  a  writer  and 
collector,  though  of  his 
artistic  tastes  this  effusion  conveys  no  striking  im- 
pression. 

Whether  the  present  hideous  roof  is  all  new,  or  whether 
the  old  beams  are  merely  encased,  remains  yet  to  be  seen  ; 
but  it  is  even  a  worse  disfigurement  than  the  galleries, 
being  painted  to  represent  panelling. 

In  the  belfry  are  six  bells,  two  of  which  bear  the 
date  1815.  The  other  four  are  older,  and  on  them  we 
read  the  following  inscriptions  in  ornamental  characters : 
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I,  *  God  bless  the  founder  hearof,  1601/  2,  '  Nos  somus 
construed  ad  lawdim  domini,  1601/  3  and  4,*  Hecampana 
beatae  Trinitate  sacra  fiat/  Two  of  the  bells  bear  the 
name  of  the  maker,  H.  Oldfelde. 

A  few  words  upon  the  oddly — and  it  must  be  said 
inconveniently — placed  vestry  may  fitly  close  this  de- 
scriptive chapter.  Antony  Molyneux  specifically  refers 
to  the  revestry  in  his  will  (p.  76,  postea)  :  *  I  have  made 
so  great  coste  of  ye  chauncell  and  revestre,'  and  there 
seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  he  erected  it.  What 
arrangements  he  made  for  access  from  it  to  the  church, 
and  whether  the  present  doorway  occupies  an  original 
position,  it  is  impossible  to  discover  without  stripping  off 
the  plaster.  Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the 
possible  longer  flight  of  steps  to  the  altar.  The  ex- 
istence of  these  would  have  rendered  such  a  doorway 
impossible. 

The  north  window  and  south  door  of  the  revestry 
have  changed  places  ;  which  may  remind  us  that  the 
schools  of  Antony  Molyneux  were  to  the  north  of  the 
church.  The  wooden  window  in  the  east  wall  is  a  late 
insertion. 

In  any  contemplated  restoration  of  the  church  the 
manner  of  dealing  with  this  vestry  would  demand  care- 
ful consideration.  An  accurate  observer  will  not  need 
the  above-quoted  documentary  evidence  to  discover  that 
it  is  no  more  modern  than  the  rood  screen,  despite  the 
prevalent  popular  impression. 

Chapter  III.  will  relate  what  can  be  gleaned  of  the 
building  of  Sefton  Church,  and  give  some  account  of  its 
rectors. 
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IF  the  tliiy  be  clear  an  ascent  of  the  church  tower  is 
worth  the  trouble,  as  an  excellent  view  of  the 
characteristic  scenery  of  this  part  of  Lancashire  is 
obtained,  extending  from  Southport  to  Mossley  Hill :  the 
long  stretch  of  low-lying  land  towards  Formby  is  striking, 
and  we  are  not  surprised  to  hear  that  visiting  in  boats 
before  the  Alt  banks  were  formed  is  still  on  record,  Ihe 
near  Welsh  hills  and  the  higher  Snowdon  range  are 
visible  on  the  west,  and  the  Dalton  Hills  and  Rivington 
Pike  on  the  east.  In  the  field  below  the  church  we  see 
the  remains  of  the  ancient  moat  of  the  old  Hall  which 
stood  on  that  site  as  early  as  1372,  and  was  the  seat 
of  the  family  until  they  moved  to  Croxteth  in  1702.  It 
is,  however,  being  gradually  filled  up.  From  fragments 
of  the  castle  still  remaining  sunk  in  the  earth  we  were 
able  to  identify  a  fourteenth -century  mullion  and  a  large 
jamb  stone  of  late  sixteenth-century  work,  corresponding 
exactly  with  the  mullioned  windows  of  the  old   mill  on 
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the  river,  still  in  position.  The  feudal  castle  seems  to 
have  existed  as  a  farmhouse  down  to  18 17,  and  is  still 
remembered  by  old  inhabitants,  though  naturally  not  with 
archaeological  accuracy.  The  part  that  remained  up  to 
181 7  was  of  stone,  though  completely  covered  with  ivy. 
It  consisted  only  of  one  gable  approached  by  a  flight  of 
steps,  supposed  to  have  been  formerly  part  of  the  interior 
staircase.  The  lower  story  was  quite  dismantled,  neither 
doors  nor  glass  existing.  A  chapel  was  attached  to  this 
old  mansion  and  was  used  for  Catholic  worship  down 
to  1780,  when  it  was  dismantled  and  Netherton  Roman 
Catholic  chapel  was  built.  The  loss  of  this  old  monu- 
ment is  altogether  greatly  to  be  regretted.  Above  the 
chapel  were  two  rooms,  used  for  living  and  sleeping  by 
the  cowman*s  family,  but  very  dilapidated.  The  moat 
is  said  to  have  been  as  wide  as  a  canal,  and  cattle  were 
frequently  drowned  in  it.  Fine  trees  and  fruit  trees 
surrounded  it,  of  which  very  few  now  remain.^  The  last 
oak  tree,  which  had  been  for  some  time  a  skeleton,  dis- 
appeared but  a  few  years  ago. 

In  spite  of  the  destruction  of  the  old  chapel,  there  are 
still  a  goodly  company  of  old  architectural  fragments 
around  the  church.  Close  at  hand,  adjoining  the  site  of 
the  old  castle,  is  the  late  Mr.  George  Wood's  farm,  of 
which  the  barn  is  a  fine  specimen  of  late  Tudor  or  early 
Jacobean  work.  It  is  said  to  have  been  erected  out  of 
the  materials  of  the  old  Hall,  but  this  is  most  likely 
erroneous.    It  has  a  chamfered  stone  plinth,  stone  arches, 

'  The  above  information  was  gleaned  from  Mrs.  Woods,  of  Litherland, 
who  is  over  eighty  years  of  age,  and  was  the  last  inhabitant  of  the  old  castle. 
She  remembers  playing  among  the  ruins  as  a  child  after  her  family  had 
removed  to  the  Hall  farm. 
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windows,    copings,   and    buttress    weatherings,    the    rest 

being  bricks  of  the  sixteenth-  or  seventeenth-century  small 

pattern.    The  barn  is  well  worth  a  visit  to  those  in  search 

of  the  picturesque.     The  old-fashioned  flails  are  still  to 

be  seen  in  use  here  during  the  threshing  time.     At  the 

south-east  corner  of  the  castle  field,  by  the  gate  known 

as    Banking   House '  Gale,  arc  clearly  to  be  seen    the 

foundations  of  the  old  stables  or  outhouses  attached  to  the 

manor.      Near  here  also  stood   formerly  the  tithe  barn. 

either  erected  or  repaired  by  Antony^  Molyneux,     This 

was   pulled  down  at 

-:  -  the  same  time  as  the 

castle,  and  theexi-sting 

barn  built  by  Rector 

R.  R.  Rothwell  in  the 

'  Rector's  Field.' 

The  'Grange,'  op- 
posite the  entrance  of 
the  rectory,  is  also  an 
old    Jacobean    house 
transformed      during 
this  century.      It  was  formerly  the  farmhouse  attached 
to  the  manor,  and  there  is  satd  to  be — with  more  reason 
than    usually    attaches    to    this    well-worn    tradition — an 
underground  passage  which  led  from  one  to  the  other. 
Nearly  all  the  walls  surrounding  these  houses  and  the 
wall  on  the  south  side  of  Brickwall    Lane,   leading  up 

'  A  local  corruption  of  Banqueting  House,  In  the  'Towns  Booke' 
accounts  for  1767  wc  find  this  entry  :  'To  repairing  the  Banqueting  House 
Road,'  \l.  lbs.  %d.  Where  the  Banqueting  House  was  is  not 
able. 

'  .See  his  will,  p.  7a 
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Buckley  Hill,'  show  evident  signs  of  an  age  certainly 
no  later  than  the  seventeenth  century.  Two  stones  by 
the  roadside  (one  just  above  the  schools  and  the  other 
near  the  pound)  are  still  to  be  seen,  and  are  said  to  be 
the  bases  of  stone  crosses,  as  each  has  a  hole,  which 
might  have  been  a  mortise,  in  it.  Ashcroft  informs  us 
that  in  his  day  (1819)  there  was  an  ancient  cross  in  the 
churchyard,  *  and  indeed  there  were  many  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. At  these  crosses  the  corpse  in  carrying 
to  the  church  was  set  down,  that  all  the  people  might 
pray  for  the  soul  of  the  departed.*  The  cross  he  men- 
tions as  extant  at  that  date  is  no  longer  to  be  seen. 
The  others  to  which  he  refers  may  be  those  still  stand- 
ing in  or  near  the  adjoining  villages  of  Little  Crosby 
and  I  nee  Blundell  ;  or  they  may  be  those  of  which  only 
the  pedest  .0  now  remain  in  Brickwall  Lane.  A  local 
story  says  that  the  hollows  in  the  stone  blocks  were 
intended  to  hold  holy  w^ater,  and  that  the  coffins  were 
rested  on  the  stones  to  ease  the  bearers  on  the  way  to 
the  church.  The  theory,  however,  seems  more  plausible 
that  they  halted  by  these  crosses  to  say  prayers  for  the 
dead.  The  fact  that  the  crosses  are  no  longer  there 
may  have  given  rise  to  the  story  that  the  bier  was  rested 
on  the  stones. 

Attention  should  be  directed  also  to  the  old  mill, 
which,  according  to  Ashcroft,  was  erected  in  1595,  the 
course  of  the  Alt  being  diverted  for  it.  We  find 
mullioned  windows,  four-centred  doorway  and  chimney- 
piece  all  in  a  very  perfect  state  ;  and  much  of  the  brick- 

'   So  called  aflci  Margaret  liuklcy. 
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work  is  of  the  seventeenth  century,  as  may  be  seen  from 
the  size  of  the  bricks. 

The  remains  of  the  schools  erected  by  Antony 
Molyneux  consist  only  of  a  .confused  heap  of  stones 
lying  outside  the  churchyard,  among  which,  however, 
are  sufficient  traces  to  determine  their  date.  They  were 
formerly  on  the  east  side  of  the  '  Punch-bowl  Inn/  and 
seem  to  have  been  dismantled  and  converted  into 
cottages  before  they  were  pulled  down  a  few  years  ago. 
Drawings  of  the  cottages  still  exist. 

Old  stones  and  shields  will  be  found  built  into  several 
of  the  farmhouses  and  barns  in  the  neighbourhood, 
notably  a  large  shield  in  a  farmhouse  at  Buckley  Hill, 
bearing  the  cross  moline  crowned,  which  seems  to  belong 
to  the  early  sixteenth  century.  Many  remnants  of  the 
old  Hall  were  removed  to  Croxteth  when  the  lords  of 
the  manor  took  up  their  residence  there. 

We  must  not  omit  to  mention  vSt.  Helen's  Well,  which 
springs  near  the  first  cottage  in  the  Thornton  Road, 
beyond  the  inn.  Formerly  a  *  pad-road  '  ^  only  led  from 
the  well  to  the  church,  the  Thornton  Road  passing  • 
through  the  rectory  grounds.  In  the  churchwardens' 
accounts  we  find  several  items  of  expenditure  incurred  for 
the  keeping  in  order  of  St.  Helen's  Well.  Thus  we  read 
in  1758:  *  For  a  new  Dish  and  Chain  for  !St.  Ellen's 
well,  2s!  Ashcroft  tells  us  that  this  well  was  once  in 
great  repute  for  curing  rheumatism,  strains,  bruises,  and 
-weakness  of  the  nerves.  It  has  no  mineral  quality, 
however,  and  he  remarks  that  *  its  principle  virtue  seems 
to   have    been    its    coldness.'      In    distant    times    great 

'   Lancashire  for  fath. 
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respect  was  paid  to  wells  *  eminent  for  curing  dis- 
tempers upon  the  saint's  day  whose  name  the  well  bore/ 
and  it  was  once  the  custom  to  decorate  the  wells  on 
Holy  Thursday  with  boughs  of  trees,  garlands  of  flowers, 
&c.,  placed  in  various  devices  ;  *  and  after  service  in  the 
church  the  parson  and  singers  repaired  to  the  well, 
where  they  sang  psalms  and  prayed.  The  bottom  of 
the  well,  which  is  of  no  great  depth  and  very  clear,  may 
generally  be  seen  strewn  with  pins,  which  are  dropped 
in  by  superstitious  young  country  folks  to  denote  to 
them  the  probability  of  their  marriage,  which  is  said 
to  be  near  if  the  pin  falls  pointing  towards  the  church. 
Pins  and  pebbles  were  often  dropped  into  wells,  and  the 
circles  formed  thereby  on  the  surface  of  the  water  (or 
the  question  whether  the  water  was  troubled  at  all)  were 
used  as  omens  by  which  the  observers  drew  inferences 
ot  future  events.  Mr.  Hampson,  in  his  *  Medii  J^v\ 
Kalendarium/  says :  *  I  have  frequently  seen  the  bottom 
of  St.  Helen's  Well,  near  Sefton,  Lancashire,  almost 
covered  with  pins,  which  I  suppose  must  have  been 
thrown  in  for  like  purposes.'  It  is  curious  to  notice 
that  the  well  rises  immediately  above  the  ditch  which 
runs  alongside  of  it,  and  into  which  it  overflows.  As 
the  well,  however,  is  itself  enclosed  in  masonry,  this 
might  escape  general  notice  ;  but  the  same  thing  occurs 
in  a  spring  rising  on  the  site  of  the  old  Hall  at  a  higher 
level  than  the  moat,  into  which  it  perpetually  overflows. 
A  large  square  well,  resembling  St.  Helen's  Well,'-  really 

*  This  practice  is  still  kept  up  in  some  Derbyshire  villages. 
'  St.  Helen's  Well  has  recently  exchanged  its  quiet  old- world  character 
for  a  very  nineteenth-century  aspect.     (Note  of  1891.) 
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exists  within  the  moat,  where  the  water  may  be  seen  to 
trickle,  but  it  was  covered  over  for  the  protection  of 
cattle.  The  existence  of  this  well  doubtless  determined 
the  first  placing  of  the  feudal  castle. 

In  the  adjoining  hamlet  of  Lunt  several  picturesque 
old  houses  still  remain,  and  a  fine  old  barn  of  the  same 
characteristics  as  that  at  the  Hall  farm,  already  described. 
Over  the  doorway  at  the  top  of  the  flight  of  stone  steps 
is  a  curiously  sculptured  stone  forming  the  lintel.  The 
barn  bears  the  date  1693. 

We  may  wander  further  afield  to  the  interesting 
chajjel  at  Maghull,  to  the  picturesque  remnants  of 
Lydiate  Hall  and  the  adjoining  chapel,  to  Crosby  and 
Ince  Halls,  or  to  Halsall  or  Aughton  churches,  but 
each  of  these  lies  beyond  the  immediate  scope  of  our 
enquiry. 


CHAPTER    III 

THE    IIUILDKRS    ANIJ    THE    KI-XIOKS    OF    SKFTOX    CIILIUII 

FEW  words  must  now  be  said  on  the  history  of 
the  structure,  but  the  early  records  concerning 
it  are  unfortunately  but  very  scant.  The  date 
of  the  original  fabric  is  not  known.  Mr.  Baines  says, 
'  The  date  assigned  to  the  original  structure  is  1 1 1 1  ;  but 
whether  the  authority  be  tradition  or  the  rebuilders  of 
the  church  were  in  possession  of  the  date  does  not 
appear.' ' 

'  The  late  Mr.  Horlcy,  in  a  paper  on  the  rebuilding  of  Sefton  Church 
{pubhshed  in  the  Liverpool  Diocesan  Gazette  for  March  15,  1883),  calls 
attention  to  a  print,  designed  by  J.  Eyes,  of  Liverpool,  and  engraved  by  T. 
Lawrcnson,  in  possession  of  the  present  patron,  which  uas  published  bearing 
the  following  inscription ;  '  The  South-Easi  Prospect  of  Sefion  Church  in 
Lancashire.  Founded  at  the  expense  of  the  Honourable  Family  of  Molyneux 
in  the  year  MCXl.    Sold  by  J.  Sadicr,  Liverpool.    1752.'    This  is,  of  course, 
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There  is  no  certain  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a 
church  at  Sefton  until  nearly  one  hundred  years  after  the 
above  date.  This  is  found  in  the  copy  of  a  deed  tran- 
scribed in  the  chartulary  of  St.  Mary's  at  Lancaster 
(Harleian  MSS.,  No.  3764,  f.  8  b).  The  deed  is  undated, 
and  the  transcription  would  seem  to  be  of  the  period  of 
Henry  VI.  However  the  sixth  year  of  Pope  Innocent 
III.,  mentioned  in  the  contract,  gives  us  the  date  1204. 
There  seems  to  have  been  some  dispute  between  the 
prior  and  monks  of  St.  Mary's  at  Lancaster  and  the 
parson  of  Sefton,  which  resulted  in  the  compromise 
recorded  by  this  deed  as  follows  : — 

Carta  de  duobus  garbis  Decim  contra  personam  de  Sifton, 

Omnibus  sanctae  matris  ecclesiae  filiis  ad  quos  praesens 
scriptum  pervenerit  T.  Abbas  de  Combremere  &  Walterus  Prior 
de  Modburi  ct  h.  Decanus  de  Wicho  Coventn  Dio8  con- 
stitutus  Salutem  in  Dno.  Qiil  ea  que  in  pnlcia  nr3  rite  acta  sunt 
scpturae  memorie  covenit  55mendar]  no  tractu  temper)  a  me- 
moria  homiJ  disceda?  ea  pp?  ad  unniversitate  vre  noticiam 
volumus  pervenire  qd  cum  cognico  cause  nobis  a  Dno  papa  in 
tertio  anno  sexto  sui  pon?  esset  comissa  que  in?  Riciii  persona 
de  Sefton  ct  RobcrtH  de  Waleton  vicariii  su3  ex  una  jjte  et 
Priore  et  monachos  de  lane  Eborc  Dioc  ex  alia  j)tc  sup  qui- 
busdam  decimis  de  Crossby  vertcbatur  hoc  fine  lis  in?  eos 
conquicvit.  Scilicet  qd  pdictis  R.  psona  et  R.  vicari"  suis  recog- 
noscunt  et  rcsigna?  diet  Priori  et  monachis  suis  dc  lane  totum 
jus  suum  quod  he?  in  duabus  garbis  de  duabus  carruea?  terrae  in 
Crossby  que  fucrunt  in  Dnlo  Domini  Regis  ita  siquidni  qd  pdict 
Prior  et  monaehi  eoncessenmt  praenomina?  Rico  ct  vicario  suo 
pdietas  duas  garbas  Decimc  in  vita  eorum.     Reddcndos  eeclie 

mere  tradition.  It  would  seem  that  the  sacred  monogram  over  the  porch, 
which  has  been,  and  still  is,  mistaken  for  *  four  ones,'  has  proved  a  pitfall  to 
the  uninitiated. 
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marie  de  lane  annuatim  noTe  pensionis  illarum  garbarum  duos 
solidos  ad  fm  Sci  lohannis  Bapte  Ita  vcro  qd  post  decessum 
eorum  ille  due  garbe  jidicte  remanebunt  pdicte  ecclesie  de  lanc- 
quiete  et  in  pace  et  sine  molestia  ut  au?  h  convencio  rata 
et  illiba?  pmaneat  earn  sigillorum  nostrorum  et  suorum  corro- 
boravimus. 

{Deed  concerning  Two  Sheaves  of  Tithe  against  the  Parson  of 

Sifton. 

To  all  sons  of  Holy  Mother  Church  to  whom  the  present 
writing  shall  come,  T.,  Abbot  of  Combermere,  and  Walter,  Prior 
of  Modburi,  and  Henry,  appointed  Dean  of  Wykin,*  in  the 
diocese  of  Coventry,  send  greeting  in  the  Lord.  Whereas  the 
things  which  in  our  province  have  been  duly  done  it  is  fitting  to 
have  entrusted  to  a  memorial  in  writing,  lest  through  the  course 
of  time  they  should  pass  away  from  the  memory  of  man,  these 
things  we  desire  should  come  to  the  knowledge  of  all  of  you 
for  the  reason  that  when  cognisance  had  been  committed  to  us 
by  our  Lord  the  Pope,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  pontificate, 
of  a  case  between  Richard,  parson  of  Sefton,  and  Robert  of 
Waleton,  his  Vicar,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Prior  and  monks  of 
Lancaster,  in  the  diocese  of  York,  of  the  other  part,  concerning 
certain  tithes  from  Crossby,  this  matter  was  discussed  and  the 
strife  between  them  was  stayed  on  these  terms.  That  is  to  say, 
that  R.,  the  parson,  and  R.,  his  vicar, allow  and  resign  unto  the  said 
Prior  and  his  monks  of  Lancaster  all  the  rights  which  they  have 
in  two  sheaves  from  two  carucates  of  land  which  were  in  the 
demesne  of  our  Lord  the  King,  on  the  condition  that  the  said 
Prior  and  monks  have  granted  to  the  said  Richard  and  his  V^icar 
the  said  two  sheaves  of  tithe  for  their  life.  Rendering  to  the 
Church  of  Mary  of  Lancaster  yearly  by  way  of  payment  for 
those  sheaves  two  shillings  at  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 
Nevertheless  on  condition  that  after  their  death  the  said  two 
sheaves  shall  remain  to  the  said  church  of  Lancaster  quietly  and 
in  p)cace,  and  without  disturbance  as  of  old.  And  that  this 
agreement  may  remain  confirmed  and  undiminished  we  have 
ratified  it  by  our  seals  and  their  own.) 

*  Wigan  :?;. 
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The  next  mention  of  the  church  is  found  in  the 
following  extract,  taken  from  the  *  V^alour  of  Pope 
Nicholas,'  which  was  made  in  the  year  1291  : — 

In  the  year  1288  Pope  Nicholas  the  Fourth  granted  the 
Tenths  to  King  Edward  I.  for  six  years  towards  defraying  the 
expence  of  an  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land  :  and  that  they 
might  be  collected  to  their  full  value  a  taxation  by  the  king's 
precept  was  begun  in  that  year  (1288),  and  finished  as  to  the 
Province  of  Canterbury  in  1291,  and  as  to  that  of  York  in  the 
following  year  :  the  whole  being  under  direction  of  John,  Bishop 
of  Winton,  and  Oliver,  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

Dccanatus  de  Werinton, 

KcclTa  de  Cefton 

Coventr'  Taxatio     .         .         .     £  26     1 3     4 

Sp  Decima      .         •         .         .  2     13     4  * 

From  both  the  above  we  gather  that  the  Church  was 
in  the  diocese  of  Coventry. 

W^e  give  a  list  of  the  rectors  from  the  earliest  time  of 
which  we  have  any  record  to  the  present,  with  the  dates 
of  their  induction.  When  the  third  on  the  list,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Molyneux,  died  w-e  cannot  discover,  but  it  seems 
probable  that  at  least  one  other  rector  must  have  held 
the  living  between  1380  and  T450,  as  it  is  hardly  likely 
that  one  man  would  hold  the  living  for  seventy  years. 
If  the  records,  however,  are  complete,  it  is  within  the 
range  of  possibility  that  he  did  so,  for  another  rector  in 

*  The  following  extract  from  a  later  valuation  relates  to  Scfton  ( Valor 
Ecclesiasticus  Hen.  VIIL  vol.  v.  p.  223) :  *  Edwardus  Molyncx  Rector  it'm 
i^xxx-xx'*  Cantaria  apud  Sefton  Predict'  ex  fundacone  Margarcte  Bukkeley. 
Robertus  Perkynson  Cantarista  it'm  iiij.  viij.  Ex  fundacone  Edwardi  Moly- 
nex  iiij  viij  Capcllani.'     (No  chaplain  named.) 
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recent  times,  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Rothwell,  held  the  living  for 
sixty-three  years. 


List  of  Rectors. 

Richard  (parson  in  1 204) 
Rev.  John  de  Mascy  . 

Richard  Molyncux    . 

Richard  Molyneux,  son  of  Sir  Wm.  Moly- 
ncux of  Navaret 

John  Molyncux,  son  of  Sir  Rich.  Molyneux 
of  Agincourt  . 

James  Molyncux,  son  of  Sir  Rich,  of  Blorc- 
hcath  and  Archdeacon  of  Richmond 

Edward  Molyneux     . 

Antony  Molyneux     . 

Robert  Ballard  . 

John  Nutter 

Gregory  Turner 

Thos.  Leigh,  D.D. 

Edward  Moreton,  D.D. 

Jos.  Tompson    . 

Ed.  Moreton  reinstated 

John  Bradford  . 

Jonathan  Brideoake  . 

Richard  Richmond    . 

Richard  Hartley 

Thomas  Egcrton 

Richard  Rothwell 

Richard  Rainshaw  Rothwell 

R.  D.  Dawson-Duffield 

Englebert  Horley 

Edward  Horley 

George  W.  Wall 


>» 


>» 


>» 


>» 


» 


»» 


M 


>» 


>» 


>> 


» 


»♦ 


>♦ 


»♦ 


>♦ 


>♦ 


»» 


>« 


♦> 


>* 


»> 


Date  of 
Induction. 


360 
366 

380 
489  > 

557 
602 

629 

643-60 

662 

675 

678 

684 

721 

722 

801 
863 
871 
883 
890 


Most  authorities  concur  in  stating  that  Sefton  Church 
was  rebuilt  (circ.  1535-50)  by  Antony  Molyneux,  re?tor, 
who  held  the  family  living  from   1535  to  1557,  as  well  as 

*  Ob.  151 1.     He  was  Archdeacon  of  Richmond  and  the  first  '-ector  men- 
tioned in  the  Episcopal  Register. 
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the  livings  of  Walton,  Lancashire,  and  Tring,^  in  Hertford- 
shire. 

Pennant,  for  instance,  tells  us :  *  The  present  church 
was  built  in  the  time  of  Henry  VHI.,  as  is  said,  by 
Antony  Molyneux,  rector  of  the  place  and  celebrated  for 
his  acts  of  piety.'  ^  In  the  '  Illustrated  Itinerary  '  for  the 
County  of  Lancaster,  1842,  however,  we  read  :  *  I  nee 
Blundell  [!]  Church,  erected  11 11,  was  rebuilt  1520,  and 
is  a  very  handsome  edifice,  containing  monuments  of  the 
Molyneux  and  Blundell  families  ;  it  owes  its  erection 
to  Antony  Molyneux,  a  rector  here  about  the  time  of 
Henry  VIII.' 

It  is  obvious,  however,  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  the  dates  in  the  latter  statement,  as  we  have  shown 
that  the  first  is  tradition  and  the  second  is  fifteen  years 
previous  to  the  appointment  of  Antony  to  the  living. 
On  referring,  however,  to  the  list  of  rectors,  we  observe 
several  Molyneuxes  preceding  Antony.  Pennant  knows 
no  date  of  the  rebuilding,  and  the  *  Illustrated  Itinerary' 
gives  us  one  which  does  not  admit  of  Antony's  having 
a  hand  in  the  work.  Fuller,  in  his  *  Lancashire  Worthies,' 
is  even  more  vague,  and  gives  us  neither  name  nor  date. 
Under  the  head  of  '  Benefactors  to  the  Publick'  he  tells 
us  that  *  Molineux,  a  famous  preacher  about  Henry  the 
Eighth's  time,  descended  of  the  house  of  Sefton,  in  the 
County  of  Lancaster,  builded  the  church  of  Sefton  anew, 


•  'This  Rector)'  in  1294  belonged  to  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Favers- 
ham,  CO.  Kent,  in  which  it  appears  to  have  continued  until  14th  Edward  III., 
A.i>.  1339,  when  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbur>'  acquired  it  by  purchase  from 
Sir  John  de  Molins,  by  whose  ancestor  it  was  probably  founded'  (Clutter- 
buck's  HcrtSy  vol.  i.  p.  507). 

-  See  Tour  from  Downing  to  Alston  Moor^  ^111' 
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and  houses  for  schools  in  the  Church  Yard,  and  made 
the  great  wall  about  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford.' 

He  gives  as  his  authority  Dodsworth,  who  certainly 
says  that  Antony  built  the  wall  at  Magdalen  and  *a 
house  for  a  school  in  y*  Church  y"^  of  Sefton/  but  omits 
to  mention  what  we  should  have  thought  was  as  import- 
ant— if  true — that  he  built  the  church.  As  will  be  seen, 
Gregory  King^  is  equally  reticent;  and  Antony,  in  his 
will,  which  we  shall  give  in  full,  in  speaking  of  *  dylapi- 
dacons  for  Sefton,*  mentions  various  expenses  concerning 
*  ye  chauncell  and  revestre  and  at  y'  p'sonage,'  &c. ;  but 
he  does  not  say  that  he  built  the  church.  The  date  of 
the  main  portion  of  the  church,  however,  is  obviously  of 
about  the  period  when  Antony  lived,  and  cannot  have 
been  much  earlier.  But  it  is  possible  that  his  share  in 
the  building  comprised  only  the  completion  of  the 
chancel,  vestry,  &c.,  and,  as  he  completed  it,  he  got 
credit  for  the  whole.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  window 
to  Margaret  Bulcley  was  put  in  about  1523,  and  several 
others  were  inserted  prior  to  1535,  and  the  chantries, 
to  which  we  shall  hereafter  refer,  were  founded  in  1528 
and  1535,  all  of  which  suggest  a  building  already  suffi- 
ciently complete.  We  have  already  called  attention  to  the 
initials  '  I.  M.,'  carved  upon  the  stalls,  and  their  possible 
connection  with  the  Rev.  James  Molyneux,  Archdeacon 
of  Richmond  and  brother  to  Margaret  Bulcley,  who 
vacated  the  living  in  the  same  year  that  Henry  VIII. 
came  to    the    throne — 1509 — and  died  two  years  later. 

'  Gregor>'  King  was  made  Rouge  Dragon  in  1677.  He  was  born  at  Stow, 
near  Lichfield,  in  1648,  and  was  clerk  to  Sir  VVilliam  Dugdale  during  his 
visitation,  which  ended  in  1667. 
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We  must,  however,  also  note  that,  carved  on  the  stalls 
and  elsewhere,  is  the  displayed  eagle,  which  was  the 
bearing  of  the  family  of  Cotton,  to  which  Antony's  mother 
belonged  ;  and  it  thus  seems  that  the  stalls  themselves 
were  not  begun  and  completed  by  the  same  hand.  These 
stalls  fit  their  present  place  and  may  have  been  made  for 
it,  although  not  of  necessity.  In  the  absence  of  direct 
testimony,  therefore,  we  venture  the  hypothesis  that 
Antony  ^  merely  completed  the  church,  the  rebuilding 
of  which  had  been  begun  by  Rector  James,  not  long 
before  his  vacation  of  the  living  in  1 509.  Antony  answers 
accurately  to  Fuller  s  description  of  him  as  a  celebrated 
preacher.     His  pedigree  is  here  subjoined  in  detail.* 

ist  wife,  Eliz.  Markham  =  Thomas  Molyncux  =  2nd  wife,  Catherine,  dau.  of  Peter 

of  Haughton  Cotton  of  co.  Chester 


Robt.  Molyneux  =  Dorothea        Sir  Edmund  Molyneux,                        Antony,  Margaret,             Elien. 

Fowtrell                           knt.  =Joan,  dau.  of            rector  of  m.  to  Hugh       m.  to  John 

John  Cheyney          Sefton  and  Willoughby         Bond  of 

Walton,  Coventry 
CO.  I^ncaster 


I    "       "      "  I  II  I  . 

Richard  =  Mary      2.  William    3.  Anne     John  Molyneux  =    Anne        Edmund      Thomas  ^  Jane  Molyneux 


Mc.lvneux  ;  Bussey  4.  Eliz.  of  Thorpe 

;  5.  Catherine 

I  6.   Mary 


Lascelles  of  Sefton 


!'  "  I 

Francis  Molyneux^  Edmund  Molyneux 

of  Thorpe 

I 

Thomas  Molyneux- m.  Audrey  Cranmore 


We  are  indebted  to  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Wilson,  librarian 
of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  for  the  following  informa- 

*  Ashcroft  says,  though  his  authority  docs  not  appear,  that  Antony  spent 
large  sums  *  on  external  and  internal  decorations  of  the  church,  as  we  see  in 
the  choir  screen,  canopy,  &c.'  He  ascribes  the  building  (erroneously)  to  the 
thineenth  or  founeenth  century. 

^  From  Visitation  0/ Lancashire^  by  Sir  William  Dugdale,  1664  5. 
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tion  in  regard  to  Antony,  which  he  kindly  permits  us  to 
reprint  in  his  own  words. 

[Dr.  Bloxam,  former  Fellow  of  the  college,  has 
mainly  supplied  the  dates  from  his  MS.  register  of  the 
Fellows. 


Antony  Molyneux 
Elected  Fellow 
Resigned 
Suppl.  for  BA. 
Adm.  B.A. 
Suppl.  for  MA. 
Adm.  M.A 
Suppl.  for  B.D. 
Adm.  B.D. 
Suppl.  for  D.D. 
Adm.  D.D. 
Bursar  of  Magdalen 
Senior  Dean  of  Arts 
Lecturer  on  Philosophy 
Dean  of  Divinity     . 
Scrutator  of  the  presidential  election  of 

Burgess    . 
Ditto  of  Thomas  Knollis 
Warden  of  Copston's  Chantry  Priory,  Cov 
Entertained  in  College 


John 


entry 


1528 

April  17,  1510 
Jan.  IS,  1511  » 
June  27,  1515* 
July  2,  1515 
March  5,  152! 
July  i,iS2§« 
Nov.  9,  1525' 
Jan.  23,  iS3i* 

1517  &  1526-7 
1520-21 

1 5 18  and  1 5 19 

1523 

July  3,  1527 
Feb.  6,  1 52 J 
March  18,  1528 

1534 


Antony  Molyneux  was,  it  appears,  elected  Fellow 
without  having  previously  been  Demy  of  the  college. 
Such  elections  were  probably  not  so  unusual  in  his  time 


*  Boase's  Registrum  Universitatis  Oxon.  p.  67,  in  which  we  also  read 
that  in  15 19  he  had  leave  to  sell  a  black  cape. 

'  See  also  Wood's  Fasti  Oxon.  p.  64. 

'  July  12.     Boase.     See  also  Wood's  A  thence  Oxonicnses^  P-  7i. 

*  Feb.  5.     Boase.     See  also  Wood's  Athencc  Oxonicnses^  p.  b'8 

F 


;is  they  were  in  the  later  history  of  the  college,  but  the 
fact  suggests  that  he  may  have  been  chosen  to  one  of 
the  two  Ingledew  Fellowships,  which  were  limited  to 
those  of  the  dioceses  (i.e.  the  dioceses  according  to  their 
boiinclarics  in  the  fifteenth  century)  of  York  and  Durham, 
or  to  the  t'ellowship  founded  by  John  Forman  for  those 
of  the  county  of  York. 

As  a  rule   those  chosen  to  these    Fellowships  were 


never  Demies,  since  the  Demies  (answering  to  the 
'  scholars '  of  most  colleges)  were  chosen  from  jilaces 
where  the  college  held  property  acquired  during  the  life 
of  the  founder,  and  therefore  not  from  these  districts. 
(There  is,  however,  one  instance  of  a  Demy  being 
admitted  who  was  of  the  county  of  Lancashire  and 
diocese  of  York,     1  do  not  know  of  any  other.)    Further. 
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the  Ingledew  and  Forman  Fellows  were  the  only  Fellows 
chosen  from  counties  or  dioceses  from  which  Demies 
were  not  also  chosen  ;  and  therefore  (even  though  the 
custom  by  which  Demies  practically  succeeded  to  Fellow- 
ships of  their  own  county  or  diocese  on  a  vacancy  may 
not  have  acquired  much  force  by  the  time  of  Molyneux's 
election)    these     three     Fellowships    probably     account 


for  a  large  proportion  of  elections  like  th:it  of  Antony 
Molyneux. 

The  offices  of  Bursar.  Senior  Dean  of  Arts,  Dean  of 
Divinity,  and  Lecturer  in  Philosophy  are  of  course  offices 
within  the  college. 

The  fact  that  in  1537  he  acted  as  scrutator  at  the 
(irregular)  election  of  John  Burgess  as  president,  and 
Rgain  in  the  next  January  was  scrutator  at  the  election  of 
Thomas  Knollis.  shows  that  he  must  then  have  been  one 


of  the  senior  Fellows,  since  the  two  scrutators  were  to  be 
duo  simplicitcr  seniores. 

Dr.  Bloxam  suggests  that  the  wall  may  have  been 
built  during  Molyneux's  term  of  office  as  Bursar,  in 
which  case  he  may  have  had  the  credit  of  the  building,  as 
Wolsey  is  often  credited  with  the  building  of  the  great 
tower  of  Magdalen,  apparently  because  he  was  more 
than  once  Bursar  while  it  was  in  progress.  At  the  same 
time  Dr.  Bloxam  says  he  finds  no  note  as  to  there  being 
any  mention  of  building  the  wall  in  the  accounts  for  1 5 1 7 
and  1526-7.  The  wall  in  question  no  doubt  is  that 
which  surrounds  the  '  Grove,'  or  deer  park,  of  thecollcge, 
and  is  still  standing.^] 

Regarding  Copston's  chantry  we  find  as  follows  in 
Thomas  Dugdale's  *  Antiquities  of  Warwickshire  '  {vol.  i. 

p.  165);- 

This  chantr)',  adjoining  to  the  wall  of  the  Priory  (MS.  penes 
S.  A.,'  eg.  fol.  3i),ivas  founded  by  William  Copston  in  19  Edw. 
I.  (Pat.  19  Edw.  I.  m.  14),  the  revenue  of  it  in  26  Henry  VIM. 
being  xj"  viij'  ij''  per  ann.  over  and  above  reprises :  and  Anthony 
Molineiix,  doctor  of  Divinity,  then  Warden  thereof  (MS.  penes 
eundem  S.A.)  It  seems  that  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  monas- 
tery in  30  Hen.  VIH,  it  was  translated  into  St.  Michael's  Church, 
for  there  I  find  it  in  37  Henry  VIII.,  and  of  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  xj  vij  ij  above  all  reprises. 

There  is  a  further  interesting  MS,  note  in  Hamper's 
'Dugdale's  Warwickshire'  in  the  British  Museum,    by 


I   Rev.  H.  A,  Wilson. 

'  Simon  Archer,  anliquarj',  of  T.imvvorth.  \Vc  have  been  unable  to 
trace  ihe  MSS.  here  referred  10.  Dugdalc  had  the  use  of  large  quantities 
of  Archer's  collected  MSS. 
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which  we  find  Antony  precentor  of  Trinity  Church, 
Coventry,  in  1534. 

Sanction  of  Clergy,  A.i>.  1534. 
Art.  13,  fol.  116. 

Eccl'ia  See  Trinitatis  [of  Coventry]. 
M"  Antoni®  Molyneux,  Cant,  vi"  viij. 

Every  other  parson  in  the  list,  excepting  the  rector 
and  Molyneux,  who  are  styled  *  magister,*  is  designated 
'dominus.'  Antony,  however,  obtained  his  D.D.  degree 
in  1531-2. 

Gregory  King  gives  Antony  the  following  character  : 
*  He  was  a  man  of  great  integrity  and  rare  sanctimony  of 
life,  also  a  bountiful  housekeeper  and  most  liberal  and 
beneficial  to  the  poor  ;  who  moreover  left  behind  him 
remaining  and  continuing  at  Sefton  many  most  worthy 
and  memorable  acts  for  the  perpetual  continuance  of  his 
worthy  fame  and  memory/  He  died,  according  to 
Gregory  King  and  Burke  (extinct  peerage),  in  1558, 
although  the  vacancies  at  Sefton  and  Walton  were  filled 
up  in  1557.  He  directed  that  he  should  be  buried  in  the 
chancel  at  Sefton  in  the  event  of  his  dying  there. 
Whether,  however,  he  died  there,  or  where  his  grave  is, 
there  are  no  records  to  determine  ;  but  we  could  not  wish 
his  memory  to  be  perpetuated  in  a  worthier  monument 
than  the  church  with  which  his  name  is  connected,  and 
in  which  he  probably  lies.  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
his  quaintly  wordefl  will,  which  we  have  already  men- 
tioned : — 

Will  of  Ant.  Molyneux. 

In  the  name  etc. :   I  Antony  Molyneux  p'son  of  Sefton  in 
the  Countyc  of  Lane  bc)'ing  of  pfect  mynde   etc.     My  bodye 


70  SEFTON 

to  be  buryed  at  Scfton  (yf  I  dcpt  there)  in  the  chauncell  wt  in 
ij  yardd?  where  my  suster  Irelond  was  buried  on  her  right  syde. 
All  my  dcbt^  to  be  payd  and  what  other  awe  to  me  hit  shall 
appere  by  a  lyttell  byll  annexed  to  this  my  wyll  I  desire  S** 
Ky^  Molyneux  knyght  my  m*"  and  patroue  and  my  brother  in 
lawe  Lawrence  Irelond  squier  to  be  my  executors  gevying  theym 
full  auctorytye  and  power  w'  out  scrouple  of  conscyence  to  adde 
to  mynysshe  and  chaunge  any  p'  of  this  my  wylle  at  their 
pleasure  as  they  shall  think  most  mette  and  convenyent  And 
ffor  their  paynes  I  bequethe  to  ayther  of  (them)  XL"  and  to  ye 
said  M*"  Molyneux  the  best  garnysshe  of  pew?  yt  I  have  and  to 
my  brother  Irelond  my  syl?  pece  yt  my  sisf  Irelond  bequethed 
me  and  a  gylt  spone.  And  I  wyll  y^  M**  Antony  Molyneux 
my  godd  son  shall  have  halfe  my  booke  of  devynyte  and  all 
my  s^monde  written  of  my  awne  hande  bothe  Englysshe  s'*monde 
and  s^'monde  in  Laten  and  Baptist  ye  other  half  I  will  my 
bodye  to  be  buryed  as  shortely  and  so  hastely  after  my  decease 
as  my  executors  convenyentlye  maye.  And  I  will  have  no 
monethe  mynde  '  but  what  so  ev  shalbe  done  to  be  done  or  spent 
ye  daye  of  my  bury  all.  And  as  concninge  dylapidacons  ffor 
Sefton  consideringe  y  t  I  have  made  so  greatt  cost^  of  ye  chaun- 
cell and  revestre  and  at  ye  psonage  and  at  all  barnes  stables  and 
othere  there  I  thinke  my  successors  cannot  in  conscyence  requyer 
any  dylapidacons  ffor  Scfton.  And  as  concnynge  dilapidacons 
ffor  Walton  consideringe  M*"  Molyneux  my  patrone  and  executor 
and  S*"  Wittm  Molyneux  knyght  deceased  his  late  ffather  beynge 
my  ffarmer  of  the  tythes  of  Walton  have  had  so  much  pffet  by 
me  therof  synce  I  was  made  pson  there  also  vt  I  had  at  ye  in- 
staunce  and  arbytrament  of  ye  said  Sir  Wittm  Molyneux  knight 
not  above  eght  pounde  of  ye  executors  of  my  p'decessor  of 
Walton  for  delapidacons  there  I  trust  yt  the  said  M**  Molyneux 
my  executor  and  patrone  wyll  take  such  ord*"  and  dyrecion  yt 
he  and  myne  other  executor  shalbe  intrcted  accordyngly.     Also 

*  Monthly  remembrances  of  the  departed.  *And  that  no  month  minds 
or  yearly  commemorations  of  the  dead,  nor  any  other  superstitious  cere- 
monies be  observed  or  used'  (Grindal's  Remains^  p.  136).  See  Halliwell's 
Dictionary  of  Archaic  and  Provificial  Words.  The  monthly  reminder  some- 
times was  in  the  form  of  a  dole  given  to  the  poor  one  month  after  a  person's 
funeral. 
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where  as  I  had  ccrteyn  stuffc  of  my  said  syst**  Ireland  whose 
saule  God  pdon  the  ptychers  whereof  apperith  in  a  byll  of  myne 
awne  hande  and  also  Omfrey  Hunt  knowith  ye  same  the  said 
stuff  shalbe  delyved  to  my  brother  Ireland  aft'*  my  decease. 

In  wytnis  wherof  to  this  my  last  wyll  I  have  subscrybett  my 
name  w*  my  awne  hande  and  sett  to  my  seall  in  ye  psence  of 
Edmunde  Molyneux  of  Maghull  Sir  Henry  ffazakerley  Oswolde 
Amerson  Thorns  Johnson  and  Humphrey  Hunt  ye  13**'  of 
October  1553.* 

As  regards  the  present  form  of  the  church,  which  we 
have  seen  was  mainly  erected  in  the  first  half  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  it  has  been  compared,  both  in  form  and 
proportions,  with  that  of  Chipping  Camden,  in  Gloucester- 
shire, which  shortly  before  the  rebuilding  of  Sefton  had 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  Molyneux  family.  Ac- 
cording to  Atkyns  *  in  the  sixth  of  Edward  IV.  Robert 
Molyneux  ^  was  seized  of  the  manor  of  Chipping  Camden, 
and  in  the  thirteenth  of  Edward  IV.  John  Molyneux. 
his  son  and  heir,  was  the  possessor.  The  manor,  with 
the  advowson  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Catherine,  descended 
afterwards  to  his  daughter  Cicely,  wife  of  John  Joslyn, 
by  whom  a  fine  of  the  manor  and  of  the  advowson  was 
levied  to  the  use  of  Thomas  Molyneux  and  others,  10 
Henry  VII.'  The  idea  that  Camden  Church  may  have 
suggested  the  form  of  Sefton,  however,  seems  far-fetched, 
for  though  several  of  its  features  are  similar  they  can 
hardly  be  said  to  be  more  so  than  those  of  many  other 
churches  of  the  same  period,  and  certain  peculiarities  of 
Camden  are  not  repeated  at  Sefton. 

'  See  Xotitia  Ccslricnsis^  vol.  \ix.,  Chciliam  Society.     Raines. 
*  He  was  brother  to  Adam,  the  murdered  bishop  of  Chichester,  and  to 
Sir  Richard  Molyneux,  who  fouj^ht  at  Agincourt.     See  pj).  35,  39. 
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Of  the  other  rectors  we  have  but  scant  records. 
Edward  Molyneux,^  parson  of  Sefton  and  prebendary  of 
Farringdon,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Sarum,  founded 
the  Molyneux  chantry  in  Sefton  Church  (see  Chapter  IV). 
There  are  seventeen  documents  in  the  Record  Office 
relating  to  the  quarrels  of  the  Molyneux  and  Blundell 
families  at  this  time,  temp.  Henry  VIII.  A  deed  is 
extant  at  Crosby  relating  the  hardships  which  Nicholas 
Blundell,  of  Little  Crosby,  suffered  at  the  hands  of  Dame 
Ann  Mulnes (Molyneux)  and  Sir  Edward  Mulnes,  parson, 
*  by  thare'grat  my3gth  and  power.'  Dame  Ann  Mulnes 
was  the  widow  of  Sir  Thomas,  who  died  in  1491  (six- 
teenth in  the  list),  grandson  of  Sir  Richard,  who  fought  at 
Agincourt.^ 

By  the  courtesy  of  Colonel  Blundell  we  are  able  to 
print  this  curious  and  interesting  document.  It  seems 
to  be  an  original  draft  in  Nicholas  Blundell's  own  hand- 
writing, prepared  doubtless  for  his  notary.  Part  of  it 
has  been  torn  away,  but  the  endorsement  remains  with 
the  added  note,  *  Read  this  over.'  Father  Gibson,  in 
his  *  Cavaliers'  Note  Book,'  has  called  attention  to  the 
picture  of  domestic  felicity  displayed  by  the  statement 
that  *  Dame  Anne  and  Edward  have  put  in  Sonder  the 
forsaid  Nicholas  Blundell  and  Margaret  his  wife,  and 
parted  them  at  bed  and  board,  contrary  to  right  and 
good  grounds,  which  have  been  joined  together  three 
score  years,  and  have  had  xii  children  together  and 
*'  nev"*  coldfynd  fote  nod'  w*  od'"  [never  could  find  fault 

^  He  was  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Molyneux,  knight,  and  an  executor  in  the 
will  of  Thomas,  second  Earl  of  Derby,  proved  June  27,  1524. 

'  There  is  an  error  in  the  Cavalier^  Note  Boo^{p.  9)  in  reference  to  these 
individuals. 
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neither  with  other],  which  is  contrary  to  both  their  minds, 
God  knows,'  &c.  This  is  truly  charming,  but  the  whole 
deed  is  well  worth  perusal  as  displaying  not  only  the 
sentiment  but  the  vernacular  of  the  period. 

We  must  call  special  attention  to  the  reference  to  the 
chapel  on  the  north  side  of  Sefton  Church,  which  clearly 
in  those  days  belonged  to  the  Crosby  branch  of  the 
Blundell  family.  The  local  tradition  now  assigns  it  to 
the  I  nee  family. 

Copy  of  Deed  at  Crosby  Hall, 

These  be  ye  wrongs  &  ingcrys  y*  dame  Anne  Mulnes  & 
Sr  Edward  Mulnes  clerke  p'son  off  y®  Churchc  off  Sefton  by  thare 
grat  my3gth  &  power  have  done  to  Nycholas  Bludell  &  his 
wyff,  &  his  chyldur  to  yayre  utt^'ly  undoyng  &  dyftroy'ng  of 
yayre  bodcys  &  gods  &  to  ye  hurty'g  of  ry3ght  off  y®  hayers  y^ 
phallow,  off  tha. 

In  p'mis  that  they  toke  from  y*  forsayde  Nycholas  &  his 
hayers  &  his  wyff  &  fro  his  chyld*"  his  fredomc  &  pleasure  y^ 
he  hade  of  y®  kyngs  g^ce  under  his  charf  &  wHn  his  peaten' 
&  und*"  his  scale  &  signc  manucll  gyffn  furst  &  formast  his  waifs 
&  strays  &  wrecke  y'  come  on  his  one  land  by  fortune  off  y® 
see  w*  in  his  one  lordshcpe  w*  in  his  charture  or  paten'  more 
plancly  doys  apcrc.  Also  yay  tokc  from  hym  his  fyshyng  & 
folyng  havkyng  &  huntyng  gwcch  was  to  yam  grat  plesurc 
&  trcsure  &  dayly  vantage.  Also  yay  have  takn  from  us  etc 
conygreys  *  i  grat  Crosby  &  lytyll  Crosby  &  in  oth  c'ten  plascs 
w^holds  us  &  delays  us  of  any  ry5gths  gwych  oure  evedas 
wyll  bee  mencion  gwych  is  to  shoo  und*"  scale  in  wax 
apcryng.  Also  have  takyn  fro  us  o*"  gret  strenth  &  power  off 
ma  radyn^  gwych  are  my  tenents  of  wyll  &  my  coopsonars  ' 
&  charterars  &  hav  retaynyd  yam  to  do  yam  srvs  in  y'*" 
tyme  off  pleasure  gwe  they  call  for  them  y'  I  cd  have  no  srvied 

'  Certain  conygreys  (Lat.  conyngeria,  a  rabbit  warren). 
'^  Radmans  =»  free  tenants  doing  plough  service. 
'  Coparsonars  ^  copartners. 
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to  do  y^  kyng  srvis  for  ye  rctcnyg  of  yam  gwe  he  calls  for  mc 
&  my  tenats  also  he  has  taken  from  me  y*  ry3ght  of  y*  church 
&  customs  y*  my  aunceturs  &  I  have  had  tyme  owt  of  mynd 
y*  was  to  say  knelyg  &  tarry  g  in  a  Chapell  on  ye  northe  syde 
off  said  church  *  also  yay  have  takyn  from  y®  forsayd  Nycholas 
his  gods  &  stoppyt  hym  off  his  custus  &  he  ways  fyrst  he  toke 
fro  ye  forsayde  Nycholas  &  his  wyff  xx'^  m'ks  of  rent  which  ye 
forsayde  dame  Anna  &  Sr  Edward  held  fr  y^  forsayde  Nycholays 
by  indeture  gwyche  mor  planely  doys  apere  gwyche  y*'  forsayde 
dame  Anna  &  Sr  Edward  ware  bundyn  und*"  yayre  sfxt  ^  obli- 
gatio  &  gyffyn  und*"  yayre  seale  to  abydyn  ye  ord-  &  bytt^'mct* 
of  iiii  indyfferet  persones  gwych  war  chosyn  indiffurety  bytwyx 
y®  sayde  pteys  on  ad*"  pte  for  to  be  ij  to  g>'ff  a  dome  &  a  ward 
in  &  upon  all  man*"  off  maters  betwyx  yam  which  at  ye  day  of 
metyng  shuld  be  shode  unto  ye  sade  petars  ^  in  yayre  chalonge 
&  under  y*  yay  that  cold  shoo  best  for  there  sclff  from  y®  bagynyg 
off  y®  world  unto  y*  day  off  metyng  also  yay  come  &  brake  y** 
forsayde  Nycholas  howse  with  force  &  y  y*'  toke  out  his  goods 
iij  fat  oxe  y*  my3ght  have  been  geve  for  ed*"  of  the  same  iiii  marks 
&  for  y®  cause  that  he  would  have  stoppyt  his  gods  &  matenyt 
his  ry5ght  yay  toke  &  cast  him  &  his  son  T  pson  in  lanchast*" 
&  y*^  kept  hym  xiiii  weks  gwych  was  to  his  grat  payn  &  lost  & 
and  to  his  uttMy  undoyng.  Moreov**  yay  toke  fro  ye  forsayde 
Nycholas  xx  m'ks  wurth  off  gud  gud  ^  as  shall  apere  by  wry tyng 
and  record  of  y^  c'nf"  and  ne5ghtburrs. 

It  w^ould  here  seem  that  the  foot  of  the  parchment 
has  been  torn  off,  for  on  turning  the  leaf  the  context  is 
lost  and  we  read  : — 

gwat  day  yay  hade  hyt  &  gwat  owre  w'  mony  odcr  ingur>\s  & 
wrongs  y*  yay  have  done  to  y*^  sayde  Nycholas  &  his  ayers  & 
his  ch)'ld'*  by  supportyng  &  mayntcnyg  off  yll  dysposyd  psons 
alsoo  y*'  sayde  George  cdplans  hym  gwer  yay  have  utt**ly 
undone  hyto  &  toke  from  hym  a  ward  off  hs  ciders  i-on  gw}'ch 
was  lafft  w'  hym  for  to  mary    &    y*^    gode   y*    was    takyn    w^ 

'  '  Of  Sefton  '  craved.  Strictest.  •*  Arbitrament. 

*  Petitioners.  ^  (lOod  gold. 
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him  to  fulfyll  y®  deds  vvyll  to  have  devydyt  y*  y*  hade  ben 
left  ov*"  emong  xi  chyld"^  to  have  bro5ght  yam  up  &  to  have 
ben  yayre  help  &  succur-gwych  wuld  have  ben  gev  for  the 
marage  of  the  sadc  iic  mks.  Alsoo  yay  toke  from  ye  sayd 
George  seche  tresure  &  evedas  as  he  was  chargyt  vv^  gvvych  as 
doys  long  to  ye  ry3ght  aers  off  Crosby  &  to  mony  oder  folks  off 
ye  cnt®  y*  was  put  to  yam  for  trust  to  kepe  alsoo  yay  have 
takyn  from  ye  sayde  George  all  his  gods  y^  belongyt  to  hym  on 
ry3gt  alsoo  ye  dame  Anne  &  Edward  have  put  in  Sondur  ye 
forsayde  Nycholas  bludell  &  m**get  his  wyff  &  ptyt  yam  at  bed 
&  burde  co*'"try  to  ry3ghth  .  &  gud  .  grons  gvvych  have  ben 
joinnid  to  gedd*"  iii  scaure  3ars  &  have  hade  xii  chyld**  to- 
gedd"  and  nev*"  cold  fynd  fote  nod**  w*  od*"  gwych  is  cnf'rye 
to  both  yayre  mynds  god  knows  &  wylnot  suffur  nod*"  her  nor 
hyr  chyld*"  to  have  no  relesyng  nor  no  gods  off  y*  lond  y*  she 
was  mareyt  to  &  her  fad*"  payde  a  grat  deyle  of  gud  y*"  fore  w* 
hyr  nor  wylnot  suff *"  hyr  nor  hyr  chyld*"  to  en  on  y®  sayde  lond 
nor  in  ye  cntre  gwhere  as  ye  forsayde  lond  lyys  bot  dayly  layys 
for  yam  to  kyll  yam  &  murdur  yam  for  fey  re  of  bodely  harmys 
besechyng  youre  lordshyps  y*  je  wyll  se  sume  remedy  for  saff- 
gard  off  oure  lyffs  &  y"  is  ye  cause  y*  we  are  bro3ght  in  y** 
pov^'te  by  spendyng  off  oure  gods  in  defendyng  off  oure  ry3ght 
and  inheritens  w*  mony  gret  ingurys  and  wrongs  gwych  is 
unbomynabull  to  be  rehersyt  or  tcld  for  youre  complaynans 
&  dayly  orytors  &  bedeme  p**»  for  youre  nobull  estate  long 
to  indure. 

(In  another  hand.) 

Also  the  forsaid  dame  Anne  &  Edwarde  have  put  the 
said  ....  owt  of  his  house  &  so  kepyth  it  by  force  &  put 
in  his  broder  yar  in  the  said  howse  in  the  cheff  man"^  &  so  they 
occupyeth  his  prop'  goodds  belongyng  to  the  said  man*"  both 
moveable  &  emmoveable.  Also  the  fore  said  dame  Anne  & 
Edward  have  put  hym  owt  of  the  man''  of  Dytton  the  .... 
hadofhy  .  .  .  Nicolas  e  either  of  his  h  ...[?]...  dcccsofthe 
said  henry  he  had  the  g''*nnt  of  ...  .  which  is  her  joynter  aft' 
the  deces  of  the  fore  said  .... 
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Endorsed  outside. 

The  wrongs  done  by  Dame  Anne  &  Edward  Molineux  to 
Nicholas  Blundell. 

Read  this  over. 

Cardinal  Wolsey*s  award  was  given  1524. 

The  deed  is  on  paper,  c.  1521. 

In  the  Calendar  of  Pleadings  in  Chancery  we  find, 
under  date  1520,  an  action  in  which  Nicholas,  plaintifif, 
sues  Edward  Molyneux,  defendant,  re  disputed  title  of 
lands  in  Crosseby  Manor  Grete  of  Little  Crosseby,  I  nee, 
Lyverpole,  Weryngton,  &c.  ;  and  again  in  1520-22  we 
find  George  Blundell  and  other  plaintiffs,  and  Anne 
Molyneux,  widow,  and  Edward  Molyneux,  parson  of 
Sefton,  defendants.  Disputed  title  to  lands  and  rents  in 
Crosby  Manor  and  Sefton  with  commissions  and  a 
decree  thereon  and  writ  in  possession. 

Again,  a  letter,  dated  March  5,  1528,  addressed  by 
Sir  Richard  Broke  to  Cardinal  Wolsey,  refers  to  the 
payment  of  arrears  of  an  annuity  of  10/.  granted  by 
Edward  Molyneux  to  George  Blundell  under  a  decree  of 
the  Star  Chamber. 

Edward  Molyneux  seems  to  have  quarrelled  not  only 
with  his  neighbours,  but  also  with  his  patron,  for  we  again 
find  him  in  24  Henry  VIII.  (1533)  as  plaintiff  v.  Sir 
William  Molyneux,  knight,  and  others,  claiming  exclusive 
right  of  way  and  trespass  on  lands  and  fishery  at  Little 
Crosby,  Sefton  Parsonage,  Netherton  Filde,  and  Ormes- 
kirke  ;  and  once  again  in  an  undated  action  he  disputes 
the  title  of  Sir  William  Molyneux,  knight,  and  Richard 
Molyneux  to    lands  called    Shollerwryke,    Kiln    House, 
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and  other  lands,  and  tithes  of  Sefton  Manor,  Walton 
Church,  Lytyll  Crosseby  Mosse,  &c. 

After  his  death  we  find  his  name  again  in  an  action 
in  which  Brian  Morcroft,  priest,  sues  Thomas  Kyrkbye 
(priest  at  the  Molyneux  chantry  at  Sefton)  and  Richard 
Smith,  clerk — representatives  of  Sir  Edward  Molyneux, 
clerk  deceased,  and  parson  of  Sefton — under  a  claim  of 
debt  upon  obligation  as  surety  for  the  deceased  to  the 
Prior  of  Burscough.  The  places  mentioned  are  Sefton 
Parsonage,  Brostle  Priory,  and  Bury  Parsonage. 

The  Rev.  John  Nutter  is  a  rector  of  some  interest, 
being  known  as  the  *  Golden  Ass,'  from  the  rich  livings 
which  he  held,  viz.  Sefton,  Bebington,  and  Aughton. 
He  is  eighteenth  in  the  list  of  rectors  of  Bebington, 
which  list  begins  from  June  9,  13 16.  In  Leycester's 
*  Antiquities  of  Chester  *  we  find 

John  Nuttall,*  batchclor  of  divinity,  was  first  prebend,  then 
sub-dean  of  Chester ;  and  afterwards  was  enstalled  dean  of 
Chester  1589,  31  Eh'zabethai.  He  continued  dean  about  13 
years.  He  was  also  parson  of  Sefton  in  Lancashire  and  of 
Bebington  in  Cheshire  ;  a  man  of  great  wealth  :  queen  Elizabeth 
tearmed  him  *  a  golden  ass.'  He  died  suddenly  as  he  was  at 
supper  at  Sefton,  anno  Domini  1603,  where  he  was  buried. 

In  the  same  book  we  find  : — (in  the  catalogue  of  the 
Prebendaries  of  Chester) 

Second  stall.  No.  HI.  John  Nutter  or  Nuttall  B.  D.  collated 
1 567  dean  of  Chester. 

Nutter  seems  to  have  been  a  zealous  partisan  of  the 

^  Nuttall  or  Nutter. 
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new   faith.      On   this    head    the    Rev.    Father    Gibson 
supplies  us  with  some  interesting  information. 

During  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  penal  laws  were 
framed  to  secure  submission  to  the  religious  ordinances 
then  imposed  on  the  nation.  These  laws,  though  chiefly 
affecting  priests  (of  whom,  as  Bishop  Goss  says,  io6 
suffered  death  in  her  reign),  were  framed  so  as  to  visit 
lay  recusants  with  the  severest  penalties,  so  that  those 
who  adhered  to  the  ancient  faith  passed  their  lives  in 
great  discomfort,  if  not  danger.  And  yet  towards  the 
end  of  Elizabeth's  reign  in  a  State  Paper  (Dom.  Eliz. 
vol.  235,  No.  68)  dated  1590,  compiled  by  the  Bishop  of 
Chester  and  others,  we  find  these  entries  before  the  names 
of  the  recusants  : — '  The  nomber  of  recusants  is  great 
and  w*^''  dailie  increase.'  '  There  may  be  seene  usuallie 
everie  Sunday  and  holiday,  as  hathe  also  very  lately  been 
confessed,  as  many  people  to  repayrc  to  places  suspected 
as  to  the  Parryshe  Churchc.' 

The  Blundells  of  Crosby  were  among  the  recusants 
who  stoutly  resisted  the  efforts  at  compulsion  to  conform 
with  the  new  faith.  Mrs.  Blundell,  the  wife  of  Wilh'am 
Blundell,  grandfather  of  '  the  Cavalier,'  was  imprisoned 
for  recusancy  in  Chester  Castle,  but  this  harsh  treatment 
seems  to  have  aroused  indignation  in  the  parish,  for  we 
find  that  Sir  Richard  Molvneux  of  Sefton,  and  the  Rev. 
John  Nutter,  parson  of  Sefton,  used  their  influence  by 
writing  a  letter,  dated  August  23,  1598,  to  the  Bishop  of 
Chester  to  obtain  her  release.  As  the  '  golden  ass  '  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  we  may  conjecture,  says  the  Rev. 
T.  E.  Gibson  in  his  '  Crosby  Records,'  the  source  of  the 
following  special  commission,  *  44  Eli//''  Depositions  taken 
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before  the  Bishop  of  Chester  concerning  certain  bags 
of  treasure  supposed  to  have  been  concealed  in  the 
parsonage  house  at  Sefton,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Nutter, 
Dean  of  Chester — also  for  the  proving  the  bastardie 
of  him/ 

Mr.  Nutter  seems  to  have  had  the  unpleasant  task  of 
searching  the  houses  of  suspected  Catholic  recusants 
during  the  time  of  their  bitter  persecution  ;  a  duty  which 
he  evidently  sought  to  cancel,  as  we  have  seen,  by  trying 
later  to  obtain  the  release  of  Mrs.  Blundell  after  her  im- 
prisonment. In  November  1590,  William  Blundell  was 
apprehended  for  the  second  time  that  year  (in  the  time 
of  Bell's  persecution)  by  John  Nutter  '  and  divvers  others 
assisting  him.*  Mr.  Blundell  remained  in  prison  in  the 
Gatehouse  at  Westminster  for  five  years,  and  was  then 
released  and  allowed  to  rejoin  his  wife  at  Crosby,  where 
they  lived  till  1598,  when  their  house  was  again  searched 
by  Sir  Richard  Molyneux  and  John  Nutter.  This  time 
Mr.  Blundell  escaped,  but  his  wife  was  committed  to 
Chester  Castle.  The  rest  of  the  story  ^  may  be  told  in 
Mr.  Blundell's  own  words  : — 

and  within  a  little  more  than  a  month  after  (as  I  take  it)  some 
man  (but  I  never  knew  who  it  was)  caused  the  old  indictm' 
forentcrtaincing  a  scminarie  priest  which  had  bccne  in  the  ycarc 
1 590  afforesaid  to  bee  prosecuted  against  mce,  whcreuppon  pro- 
clamation was  made  accordinge  to  theirc  Customc  att  the  Countie 
Courts  att  Lancaster  that  I  should  come  in  and  appearc  which 
I  not  doeing  was  condemned  of  fclonic  by  the  Coroner. 

*  This  story  and  the  poem  following  are  taken  from  the  most  interesting 
account  of  the  persecution  of  the  Catholic  families  in  the  parish  of  Sefton,  in 
the  Rev.  T.  E.  (Gibson's  Crosby  Records,  A  Chapter  of  Lancashire  Recusancy. 
Vol.  12,  New  Series,  Chctham  Society's  Publications. 
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After  this  condemnation  I  tarried  secretly  att  Countrie 
houses  some  3  quarters  of  a  yeare,  and  in  the  meane  while  my  wife 
getting  out  of  prison  in  Chester  Castle  uppon  bonds  for  her  ap- 
pearance againe,  etc.,  shee  and  I,  for  feare  of  beeing  apprehended, 
went  first  to  Wrixham  in  Wales  (where  our  brother  Banister 
dwelt)  and  thence  after  a  good  while,  my  wyffe  being  great  with 
childe,  retorned  into  Lancasheare  to  the  Speakes,  and  I  ridde  to 
weme  (where  my  brother  Bannister  had  another  dwelling  house), 
and  thence  to  London  to  gett  a  pardon,  where,  sending  home  my 
horses,  I,  with  my  man  Peter  Stocke,  staide  there  about  ffive 
weckes,  and  without  getteing  a  pardon  I  came  into  Stafford- 
shcire,  changing  my  name,  whither  my  wyfc  came  to  mee  and 
theire  wee  staide  about  two  yeares  at  six  severall  places 
untill  the  Quecne's  death,  where,  comminge  home,  I  soon  after 
obtained  from  K.  James  a  free  and  large  pardon,  which  cost 
mee  in  all  but  either  40  or  50  shillings.     Deo  Gratias. 


The  followinge  Dittie  was  made  upo  the  p'secution  made  in 
Sefton  parish  especially  by  Vahon  *  (Vaughan)  Bishop  of  Chester, 
and  Nutter  parson  of  Sefton  and  Deane  of  Chester  : 

Youe  that  present  are  take  of  us  some  pitie 

Who  in  dolcfull  wyse  shew  our  grieffe  in  songe, 

Mourne  with  us  a  whyle,  yee  that  hear  this  Dittie, 

Made  to  moane  ourselves  of  rcceaved  wronge. 

They  feeinde  late  our  frendc  whoe  now  seek  our  ende 

Yea  and  utter  overthrowe. 

For  our  conscience  sake,  they  pursue  or  take 

Those  whom  they  suspect  or  knowe 

Ancient  truth  affecting,  new  fond  faithes  rejecting 

Such  to  prisons  they  do  hale 

Others  find  some  favour,  only  wee  lose  labour 

When  for  ease  we  crye  or  callc. 

'  In  Ormerod's  History  of  Chester^  vol.  i.  p.  200,  we  read : 
*The  i6th  of  May,  Doctor  V^aughan,  Bishop  of  Bangor,  was  made  Bishop 
of  Chester.' 
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Husbands  and  their  wyves  parted  are  a  sunder, 

Parents  severed  are  from  their  children  dcare, 

Servants,  men  and  mayds  forced  are  a  number 

Service  newe  to  seeke,  God,  not  they,  knovves  vvhcarc, 

Sucking  babes  do  crye,  which  at  home  do  lie 

In  the  cradle,  for  the  pappe, 

Mothers  do  bewayle,  being  fast  in  jayle. 

Their  sweet  babies  heavie  happe. 

All  the  countrie  talketh  everie  way  one  walketh, 

What  in  Sefton  we  endure 

For  no  strange  opinion,  but  that  ould  Religion 

Austin  planted  here  most  sure. 

3 
Howses  with  our  growndes  we  must  sett  to  others. 
And  in  other  coasts  sceke  our  dwcUinge  place, 
But  our  babes,  to  yonge  to  take  with  their  mothers. 
Needs  must  staye  behind  ;  O  most  heavie  case, 
Our  foes  are  so  bent,  nothinge  will  content 
But  our  death  in  sowle  by  sinne. 
When  they  one  can  drawe  from  Christ's  sacred  lawc. 
Then  they  think  the  field  they  winnc. 
Wretched  is  their  winninge,  when  they  winne  by  sinninge, 
And  thearby  God's  favour  lose  ; 
Happie  arc  those  losses,  welcome  are  those  crosses, 
Which  us  save  from  cndles  woes. 


4 
Jesu,  by  thy  grace,  sweeten  so  our  crosses 
That  wc  never  faint,  fallc,  or  cast  them  downc  ; 
Make  us  well  content  to  sustcinc  our  losses, 
Whearby  thou  dost  work  us  a  blissful  crowne  ; 
Yett,  good  Lord  Jesus,  laye  no  more  on  us 
Then  thoue  gee  vest  strengthe  to  beare, 
Beare  we  see  wee  must,  yett  in  thee  wee  trust 
To  beare  all  with  gladsome  chearrc ; 
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Geeve  us  what  thou  biddest,  and  bidde  what  thou  pleasest, 
Fullie  wee  ourselves  resygne  : 

In  thy  Church  protect  us,  when  we  sinne  correct  us — 
Not  our  owne  wee  are  but  thyne.* 

Another  noted  rector  was  the  Rev.  Edward  Morton, 
D.D.,  inducted  June  1629.  He  was  descended  from  an 
ancient  family  at  Moreton  in  Cheshire ;  educated  at  King's 
College  in  Cambridge  ;  was  sometime  beneficed  at  Stan- 
dish  in  his  native  county,  and  was  chaplain  also  to  the 
Lord  Keeper  in  the  year  1636,  at  which  time  he  was 
created  D.  D.  at  Oxford.  He  held  a  prebend's  stall  at 
Chester,  and  was  rector  of  Tattenhall  and  Burn  in  1637. 
He  was  turned  out  of  his  living  at  Sefton  about  the  year 
1643  or  1644.*^ 

That  political  considerations  evidently  influenced  his 
sequestration,  we  infer  from  the  following,  which  is 
copied  from  the  Parliamentary  survey  of  the  Rectory  of 
Sephton  with  the  chapel  of  Great  Crosby,  dated  1649- 
1658.  The  commissioners'  names  being  first  stated,  we 
find  : 

Sephton  Parish,— Wee  present  that  there  is  with  in  the  towne- 
shipp  of  Sephton  an  ancient  pish  Church  called  Sefton  Church 
and  a  psonage  howse  and  glebe  land  ;  worth  fforty  shillings  p 
annu  ;  the  p'sent  Incumbent  being  Mr.  Joseph  Tompson  an  able 
and  godly  Minister  painfull  in  his  Cure  :  And  dilligent  in  observing 
such  dayes  as  have  been  sett  a  part  by  the  pliam^  either  for  ffasts 
or  days  of  thanksgiving  his  Sallary  being  as  followeth :  vidz* 
thaffore  menconed  j  sonage  howse  and  glebe  ;  The  Tythes  and 
pffitts  of  Sephton  ;  Netherton  and  Lunt  worth  p  ann  Seaventy 

*  From  Crosby  Records^  A  Chapter  of  Lancashire  Recusancy,  edited  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Ellison  Gibson,  vol.  12,  New  Series.  Chetham  Society's 
Publications. 

2  See  Walker's  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy^  Part  III.  p.  11.     London,  1714 
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pounds  :  The  tythes  and  pffitts  of  Thornton  in  Sephton  pish 
worth  Twenty  pounds  p  ann  ;  the  Tythes  and  proffitts  of  Lither 
land  Orrell  fford  and  Ayntry  worth  Sixty  ffower  pounds  p  ann  : 
The  tythes  and  pffits  of  Ince  Blundell  and  litle  Crosbie  worthe 
nyntie  two  pounds  and  Tenn  shillings  p  ann  The  said  Mr.  Joseph 
Tompson  payeth  to  Mrs.  Moreton  Wifte  of  Doctor  Morton  a 
Delinquent  late  Rector  of  Sephton  a  ffift  pt  of  the  said  pffits 
according  to  an  order  from  the  Comittie  :  And  in  regard  of  the 
largnes  of  the  parish  The  Church  alsoe  standing  :  att  one  syde  of 
the  pish  ;  Wee  conceive  it  convenient  and  ffitt :  that  two  Churches 
bee  built  for  the  Worpp  of  God,  w^*^  in  the  said  pish  and  to  be 
made  pishes  :  The  one  in  or  neare  Ince  Blundell  The  other  in 
or  neare  Litherland  :  both  places  being  well  scituated  for  convcy- 
ency  of  many  Inhabitants  ;  and  distant  ffrom  any  Church  or 
Chappell ;  Two  myles  and  upwards,  the  want  of  such  Churches 
being  the  cause  of  Loytcring,  and  much  Ignorance  and 
Poperie. 

Magna  Crosbie — Wee  present  and  find  within  the  said  pish 
of  Sephton  there  is  an  ancient  Litle  Chappell  ^  well  scituated  the 
psent  Incumbent  being  Mr.  John  Kidd  an  able  Minister  who 
hath  for  his  Sallary :  the  Tythes  of  the  said  place  being  worth 
Thirty  pounds  p  ann :  except  a  fifth  ptc  which  the  said  Mr. 
Kidd  payeth  to  the  said  Mrs.  Moreton  according  to  an  Order  from 
the  Comittee  of  Plundred  Ministe*"^  The  said  Chappell  being 
Three  Myles  from  any  Church  or  Chappell  and  as  we  conceive 
fitt  to  made  a  pish. 

According,  however,  to  Walker,  in  his  '  list  of  some 
loyal  and  episcopal  clergy  who  were  sequestered,  ha- 
rass'd  or  otherwise  dispossessed,'  Edward  Morton's  wife 
had  no  fifths  paid  her.  Morton  survived  the  usurpation, 
and  was  reinstated  in  his  preferments.      He  was  father  to 

*  No  trace  of  the  ancient  chapel  now  remains,  but  it  stood  not  far  from 
the  old  well,  the  position  of  which  is  now  marked  by  a  modern  cross.  A 
picturesque  red  brick  tower,  probably  of  Queen  Anne  or  early  Georgian  date, 
remained  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  it  was  destroyed  on  the  plea  that  it  was 
unsafe. 
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Dr.  William  Morton,  successively  Bishop  of  Kildare  and 
of  Meath. 

In    the  chancel  at  Sefton   is  a  mural    tablet    to  his 
memory,  bearing  the  following  inscription  : — 

Piae  Memoriae  S. 
Edwardi  Mortoni,  S.  T.  P.,  Gull.  Mortoni  de  Moreton  in  Agro 
Ccstr  :  Armig. 

Filij,  tandemq,  Ha^redis. 
Collegii  .Regal  apud  Cantabrigienfes  quondam  Socii,  Atq : 
Eccles  :  Cathedr  :  Cestr  :  Prebendarii.  Que  per  triginta  sex  plus- 
minus  annos,  (Nee  ijs  quidem  Exceptis  quibus  quasi  Exul,Bonisq  : 
Omnibus  Spoliatus  vixit)  Hanc  soUicite  regebat  Ecclesiam. 
Vtriusq  .  Fortunai  haud  equidem  aeque  participis  At  Vtriq, 
par  :  Qui  bene  nouit  Secundis  rebus  sobrie  uti,  Atq  Aduersis 
fortiter.  Primitivae  Pietatis  atq.  etiam  Disciplinae  Perpetuus 
Vindex,  Tantum  non  Martyr  fuit.  lllustre  certe  et  rarum  Ex- 
emplar. 

Obiit  Febr  :  XXVIII  Anno  Domini  MDCLXXIV 

Atq.  iEtatis  Suae  LXXVI. 

This  translated  runs  thus  : — 

Sacred  to  the  pious  memory  of  Edward  Morton,  S.  T.  P.,  son 
and  afterwards  heir  of  William  Morton  of  Moreton  in  the  county 
of  Chester,  Esquire,  formerly  fellow^  of  King's  College  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  prebendary  of  the  Cathedral  Church  at  Chester. 
Who  for  thirty-six  years,  more  or  less,  not  excepting  those  in 
which  he  lived  as  it  were  an  exile  deprived  of  all  his  goods,  assi- 
duously ruled  this  Church,  not  indeed  sharing  alike  in  either 
fortune  but  equal  to  both.  He  knew  well  how  to  use  prosperity 
temperately  and  adversity  bravely.  At  all  times  a  mainstay  of 
the  ancient  piety  and  learning,  he  was  all  but  a  martyr.  Assuredly 
a  glorious  and  rare  example.  He  died  Feb.  28  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1674,  and  of  his  age  ^6. 

Near  the  tablet  to  Morton's  memory  is  another  record- 
ing the  deaths  of  two  other  rectors,  Richard  Rothwell, 
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and  his  son  Richard  Rainshaw  Rothwell,  whose  succes- 
sive terms  of  office  extended  over  a  period  of  a  hundred 
years,  the  former  having  held  the  living  from    1763   to 
i8or,  and  the  latter  from   1801   to   1863.     Many  stories 
are  told  about  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Rothwell  by  some  of  the 
villagers,  who  still  remember 
'  t'ould     Rector,'     as     they 
usually  term  him,  he  having 
reached  the  honourable  age 
of  ninety-two.       He  was  a 
celebrated  reader,  and  people 
would  come  long  distances 
to  hear  him  read  the  ser- 
vices.      To     increase     his 
elocutionary      powers      he 
used  to  go  into  a  field  be- 
tween St.  Helen's  Well  and 
the  present  Tithebarn  and 
rehearse   and    sing    in    the 
open    air.      So  far  did  his 

fame  reach,  that  Kemble  is  said  to  have,  travelled  from 
London  to  Sefton  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  him  read. 
In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  print 
the  following  anonymous  piece  of  enthusiasm  which 
attests  the  reverend  gentleman's  influence  over  his 
hearers. 

Liverpool, 
Monday  2oih  August,  1849. 

Rev*  Sir, — I  have  never  but  twice  in  my  life  heard  our  beau- 
tiful church  service  read,  all  previous  readings  were  hardly  worthy 
of  the  name  of  reading,  but  those  two  morning  .services  were  by 
the  Rector  of  Sefton  and  certainly  were  such  as  I  shall  never 
forget. 
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Fourteen  years  ago  I  heard  you  for  the  first  time,  and  though 
my  expectation  had  been  raised  to  the  utmost  stretch,  yet  like 
the  Queen  of  Sheba  it  far  exceeded  all  that  I  had  heard. 

Yesterday  that  delight  was  repeated  to  the  amazement  of 
myself  and  sons,  whom  I  took  out  for  the  purpose. 

What  an  exquisite  service  it  is  in  your  handling,  the  whole 
one  continued  Prayer  only,  nay  every  word  a  prayer  and  every 
Prayer  a  Sermon.  Certainly  nothing  either  on  or  off  the  Stage 
can  compare  with  your  reading  of  our  service  ;  long  may  you 
continue  to  give  those  sermons  which  such  Reading  imparts  is 
the  wish  of  him  who  now  probably  may  displease  you  by 
troubling  you  with  this. 

An  admirer  of  our 
inimitable  prayer  book. 

The  Rev.  Rector  Rothwell, 
Sefton. 

The  Rector  is  also  said  to  have  mown  the  field  where 
he  exercised  his  voice  at  each  year's  hay  crop  with  his 
own  hands  up  to  a  year  or  two  of  his  death,  and  it  is  still 
known  as  *  Rector  Roth  well's  field.'  He  was  a  man  of 
great  physical  strength,  and  maintained  his  vigour  until 
far  advanced  in  years.  He  was  accustomed  to  walk 
regularly  to  the  seashore,  a  distance  of  over  four  miles,  to 
bathe,  even  in  mid-winter,  and  he  encouraged  athletics 
among  his  parishioners,  himself  joining  in  their  sports, 
running  races  etc.  with  the  young  men.  He  added  to 
his  other  gifts  a  most  intimate  knowledge  of  Shakespeare, 
to  whose  works  he  had  given  profound  study.  We  need 
no  apology  for  dwelling  upon  the  details  of  the  life  of  a 
man  of  such  singular  power  and  individuality,  and  we  are 
fortunately  able  to  place  before  our  readers  some  account 
of  his  private  life  by  one  of  his  friends,  the  late  Rev.  T. 
Briarly  Browne,  Rector  of  East  Acklam,  York,  to  w^hose 
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courtesy  we  are  also  indebted 'for  the  silhouette  which  we 
reproduce  representing  Rector  Rothwell  in  his  younger 

days.     Mr.  Browne  wrote,  shortly  before  his  death  : — 

• 
My  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Rothwell  began  when  I  was  a 
boy  of  14.  Three  old  ladies,  the  Misses  Simmons,  who  were 
my  mother's  cousins,  lived  at  Crosby  then,  and  for  many  years 
before  and  after  ;  they  were  very  intimate  with  the  Rector. 
In  the  year  1831  my  father  came  from  the  south  to  reside  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Liverpool,  and  we  frequently  saw  Mr.  Rothwell 
at  my  cousins'  house.  I  also  often  accompanied  them  to  the 
Rectory  at  Sefton,  as  the  Rector  seemed  rather  to  take  a  fancy 
to  me,  as  a  boy  who  had  a  keen  relish  for  Shakespeare,  with  every 
line  of  which  he  w^as  himself  familiar.  Excepting  for  the  society 
of  my  cousins,  and  frequent  visits  from  the  Rev.  Joseph  Clark 
(his  curate)  and  his  wife,  and  also  from  his  nephews  and  nieces, 
Mr.  Rothwell  led  rather  a  secluded  life.  In  those  days  it  was 
customary  for  the  two  daughter  churches  in  the  parish,  Crosby 
and  Seaforth,  to  be  closed  on  the  three  festivals,  Easter,  Whit- 
sunday and  Christmas  Day,  and  for  their  clergymen  and 
parishioners  to  repair  to  the  Parish  Church  and  officiate  at  its 
services.  I  sometimes  went  wuth  my  cousins  to  Sefton  to 
spend  the  day  on  these  occasions,  when  we  dined  and  had  tea 
at  the  Rectory,  and  they  are  still  among  the  red  letter  days  of 
my  life.  Mr.  Rothwell  was  a  very  kind  and  humane  man,  and 
always  ready  to  help  the  poor.  At  one  period  of  his  life,  before 
I  knew  him,  he  lodged  and  boarded  in  the  Rectory  several 
necessitous  persons,  among  others  an  old  man — Denis  Halliwell 
— who  was  a  Roman  Catholic.  The  Rector  was  the  ver}-  soul 
of  truth  and  honour,  and  ever}'one  felt  that  he  had  to  do  with  a 
man  who  was  thoroughly  dependable.  He  had  a  considerable 
taste  in  theatricals,  and  sometimes  went  to  the  Liverpool  theatre 
when  any  particular  *  star '  appeared.  I  have  been  with  him 
there,  and  particularly  recollect  one  occasion  in  1831  when  he 
took  me  to  see  *  Hamlet'  Mr.  Rothwell  had  a  remarkably  fine 
and  powerful  voice.  As  a  reader  he  was  certainly  the  best  I 
ever  heard.  In  December  1862,  only  three  months  before  his 
own  death,  I  heard  him  read  the  burial  service  over  one  of  the 
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ladies  I  have  named,  Miss  Martha  Simmons,  and  although  he 
was  then  ninety-two  I  never  heard  it  read  so  well.  When  he 
was  in  the  humour  he  would  recite  with  admirable  effect.  I 
have  heard  him  give  *  The  Dream  of  Eugene  Aram,*  Collins's 
*  Ode  to  the  Passions,'  *  Alexander's  Feast,'  and  many  other 
pieces.  His  ordinary  attire  was  by  no  means  clerical,  but  he  was 
and  looked  every  inch  a  gentleman.  On  Sundays  he  always 
walked  from  the  Rectory  to  the  church  in  full  canonicals,  wearing 
a  three-cornered  clerical  cocked  hat. 

The  rector  seldom  drank  tea  or  coffee,  but  usually  had 
chocolate  and  porridge  at  breakfast.  He  was  a  great  walker 
and  bather,  and  all  through  the  winter  would  walk  down  to  the 
shore  near  Formby  and  bathe  in  the  sea. 

In  1 841  I  left  the  neighbourhood,  being  ordained  to  the 
curacy  of  Wortley  near  Leeds,  and  for  the  last  twenty-two  years 
of  the  rector's  life  I  only  saw  him  at  intervals,  but  when  I  did  so 
he  was  always  the  same  kind  and  friendly  man  I  had  known  in 
my  boyhood.  The  last  occasion  I  saw  him  was  at  the  funeral  I 
have  mentioned,  in  December  1862,  and  he  died  as  he  was  pre- 
paring for  church  on  the  morning  of  Easter  Day  1863. 

He  was  greatly  attached  to  his  college,*  an  excellent  scholar 
of  the  old-fashioned  type,  and  a  man  of  literary  taste. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  curates,  compiled  by  the 
Rev.  Engelbert  Horley. 


John  Tarbrocke 

.      1670 

+  1675 

Mathc  Shilleto 

•                   ■                   •                   • 

+  1677 

Jacob  Jackson, 

married  1678 

+  1688 

Ralph  Kcene 

»                   ■                   •                   • 

4 1701 

Wm.  I.atus  . 

•                   •                   • 

+  1719 

Thos.  Acton 

•  1719 

1729 

Robt.  Hughes 

.  1729 

1743 

Thos.  Mercer 

•  1743 

1773 

Thos.  Johnson 

.  1782 

+  1817 

James  Hoggins 

.  1818 

1829 

Jos.  Clark     . 

.  1829 

1856 

*  Brasenose  College,  Oxford. 
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Thos.  Preston  Ball 

.     1856 

1862 

William  J.  Turner 

.     1862 

■  863 

John  C.  Macdona 

-     1S63 

1864 

R.  Frankland  Dent 

1864 

1865 

Thos.  W.  Richardson  . 

.     1865 

1869 

Langdon  Haines . 

.     I8()9 

1870 

Thos.  W.  Richardson  . 

.     1872 

1 885 

CHAPTER    IV 

THE    SEFTON    CHANTRIES 

SHE  origin  of  Chantries  may  be  traced  back  to  the 
seventh  century  of  our  era.  The  doctrine  of  the 
efficacy  of  prayers  in  alleviating  and  shortening 
the  sufferings  of  Purgatory  had  by  this  time  been  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  Gregory  the  Great ' 
had  estabHshed  a  school  of  chanters  or  chantry  priests. 
From  this  time  forward  Chantries  were  set  apart  and 
endowed,  '  the  chantry  being  a  small  chapel  or  enclosure, 
within  a  church,  and  sometimes  a  distinct  and  separate 
building  at  a  distance  from  the  church  in  which  an  altai 
was  erected  and  consecrated,  and  a  priest  appointed  to 
chant  certain  services  for  the  welfare  of  individuals 
speci6ed  by  name,  whilst  they  were  living,  and  also  for 
the  repose  of  their  souls  after  death.'  '■'  To  what  an 
extent  these  foundations  had  increased  up  to  the  time  of 
the  Reformation  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  no 

'   RaUed  to  the  Papal  Chair  A.n.  590. 
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less  than  2,374  were  virtually  suppressed  by  Henry  VII I. 

in  this  country.     Of  this  number  about  ninety  were  in 

Lancashire,  and   more  than  thirty  in   what  is  now  the 

diocese   of    Liverpool    (Wigan,    Halsall,    Lathom,    Ma- 

ghull,   Melling,  Ormskirk,  Great  Crosby  (?),   Liverpool, 

Sefton,  Walton,  Childwall,  Huyton,  Prescot,  Warrington, 

Winwick,   &c.).      The   Lancashire  Chantries,    however, 

were  of  no  great  antiquity,  none  of  them  being  founded 

before   the   thirteenth  century,  and  the  greater   part  of 

them  belonging  to  the  later  Plantagenet  and  early  Tudor 

period.      The  Chantries  at  Sefton,  which   were  two  in 

number,   were  not    founded  before  the    years   1528  and 

1535  ;  consequently  the  term  of  their  existence  as  places 

of  prayer  for  the  souls  of  the  departed  was  only  seventeen 

or    eighteen    years     in    the    one   case,    and    eleven   or 

twelve    in  the  other.     The   first   of  these,  called  *  The 

Chauntrie  at  the  alter  of  o  Lady  w^hin  the  p*och  churche 

of  Sefton,*  was  dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary. 

It  was  founded  by  Margaret  Bulcley,'  daughter  of  that 

Sir  Richard  Molyneux  who,  as  we  have  seen  in  an  earlier 

chapter,  fell    fighting  in    the    Lancastrian    army  at   the 

Battle  of  Blore   Heath,  in  1459.  .  Margaret  was  closely 

connected  with  ecclesiastics,  being  the  sister  of  Mr.  James 

Molyneux,  Archdeacon  of  Richmond,  who  became  rectorof 

Sefton  in  1489,  and  the  niece  of  Dr.  John  Molyneux,  Rector 

of  Sefton  and   Prebendary  of  Lichfield  ;  she  was  also  the 

aunt  of  Mr.  Edward  Molyneux,  B.D.,  who  held  the  family 

living  from  1509  to  1535,  and  founded  the  second  chantry 

at  Sefton,  called  '  the   Molleneux  Chantrie,*  of  which  we 

shall    speak    presently.     The    priest   appointed    to   the 

*  Now  spelt  Bulkeley. 
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chantry  founded  by  Margaret  Bulcley  was  one  *  Roberte 
Parkinson  p'iste  Incumbent  thef  of  the  ffoundacon  of 
Margaret  Bukley  to  celebrate  thef  for  the  sowlez  df  hir 
and  hir  antecessors,*  and  *  the  sain  prest  doth  celebrate 
thef  according  to  the  ordinance  of  his  ffoundacon.'  The 
chantry  was  further  furnished  with  plate — *  one  chalez ' — 
vestments,  a  *  masse  boke,'  etc.,  and  endowed  :  among 
the  revenues  which  supported  the  chantry  we  find  that 
*  the  said  prest  hayth  in  his  own  occupacon  one  wynde 
mylle  standing  in  Thornton,  by  yere  XX^* 

A  deed  from  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records  (Class 
1 8,  No.  26,  page  \od — Certificate  of  Chantries,  Lanca- 
shire, 2  Edward  VI.)  gives  the  particulars  of  the  two 
chantries  iand   relates  of  that  dedicated  to  St.   Mary  as 

follows : — 

The  town  and  parish  of  Sefton. 

Houseling  people — 900. 

The  Chantry  at  the  altar  of  our  lady  within  the  parish  Church 
of  Sefton. 

Of  the  Foundation  of  Margaret  Buckleye  to  celebrate  there 
for  the  Souls  of  her  and  her  antecessors  which  is  done  accord- 
ingly, And  the  grant  is  for  ever. 

Robert  Parkynson  Incumbent  of  the  age  of  64  years  hath  the 
clear  yearly  revenue  of  the  same  for  his  Salary — 4/.  14^. 

And  his  Living  besides  is — nil. 

The  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  the  same  be  of  the 
yearly  value  of — 4/.  14^-.     Whereof 

In  Reprises — nil. 

The  Ornaments  belonging  to  the  same  are  valued  at — \s.  S{/. 

The  number  of  ounces  of  plate  belonging  to  the  same  are  by 
estimation  6  ozs. 

We  are,  however,  able  to  give  the  endowments  still 
further  in  detail,  from  the  deeds  relative  to  the  Chantry 
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lands  after  the  suppression  of  the  Chantries  in  1546. 
The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  Receiver  s  account  in 
the  year  1550  relating  to  the  Chantry  of  St.  Mary.  The 
original  will  be  found  printed  in  the  appendix. 


Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records. 

Class  29,  Bundle  126. 

Ministers^  Accounts  of  Chantries  in  Lancashire. 
Roll  I  to  3,  Edward  VI. 


Chantry  of  the 
Blessed  Mary  in 
Scfton. 


Arrears. 


Revenue  and  Rent. 


Account  of  the  said  Richard  Rayne- 
shawe,  Esquire,  Collector  of  the  Revenues 
there  computed  for  two  Years  ending  at 
the  Feast  of  Saint  Michael  the  Archangel 
in  the  Third  Year  of  King  Edward  the 
Sixth. 

None,  because  it  is  the  first  account  for 
the  use  of  our  Lord  the  King. 

Total — none. 

Received  by  4  pounds  8  shillings  Re- 
venue or  Rent  of  one  tenement  and  20 
acres  of  land  with  the  appurtenances  in 
Keverley  and  Walton  in  le  Dale  in  the 
tenure  of  William  Marcham  at  44  shillings 
per  annum  payable  at  the  usual  feasts 
there  as  appears  by  the  book  produced  here 
by  charge  for  two  years  ending  at  the 
Feast  above  mentioned.  And  by  60  shil- 
lings Revenue  or  Rent  of  a  second  tene- 
ment and  16  acres  of  land  with  the  appur- 
tenances in  the  same  place  in  the  tenure 
of  Thomas  Marcham  per  annum  30  shillings 
payable  at  the  same  time  here  by  charge 
as  above. 

Total — 7  pounds  8  shillings. 
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Rent  of  Mill.  And  by  40  shillings  Rent  of  a  Wind 

Mill  in  Thorneton  in  the  tenure  or  occupa- 
tion of  Robert  Perkinson  at  30  shilling^» 
per  annum  payable  at  the  usual  terms  there 
here  by  charge  as  above. 

Total — 40  shillings. 

Total  of  the  Charge  aforesaid  9  pounds 
8  shillings,  of  which  he  is  discharged. 

Here  by  47  shillings  the  Moiety  of  the 
Revenue  and  rent  of  the  said  late  Chantry 
due  at  the  Feast  of  Easter  in  the  Second 
Year  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth,  and  by 
the  late  Incumbent  received  before  the 
property  of  the  same  came  into  the  hands 
of  our  Lord  the  King  by  reason  of  the  Act 
of  parliament  in  that  behalf  made  and 
Receiver's  fee.  provided.     And  there  is  allowed  to  him  3 

shillings  paid  to  the  Auditor  for  the  making 
and  writing  of  his  Account  And  every 
parcel  of  the  same,  that  is  to  say,  for  one 
year  and  a  half  And  he  owes  6  pounds 
18  shillings  Which  he  has  paid  the  Receiver 
himself  according  to  his  Receipt  on  this 
Account  in  presence  of  the  Auditor. 

And  he  is  discharged. 

It  would  seem  that  the  total  rental  was  4/.  14.^.,  which 
however,  did  not  accrue  to  the  King  until  after  Easter  in 
the  year  1 549,  about  tw  o  years  after  the  Act  of  Suppres- 
sion, and  the  rental  was  thus  allowed  to  run  on  for  one 
and  a  half  years  before  collection. 

Several  further  deeds  are  extant  of  the  allocation  of 
the  property,  which  will  be  found  in  full  in  the  appendix. 

On  June  8,  1549,  the  grant  of  the  lands  formerly 
belonging  to  the  Chantry  of  St.  Mary  in  Sefton  is  made 
to  a  certain  Thomas    I  lohnes,  to  have  and  to  hold  for 
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twenty-one  years  from  the  feast  of  Easter  last  past  at  a 
rental  of  4/.  1 4^. 

In  1568  9  (loth  Elizabeth),  we  find  another  return 
showing  Thomas  Holmes  still  lessee. 

In  1607  (4th  James  I.),  the  property  is  granted  to 
William  Blake  and  Robert  Underbill  and  their  heirs  for 
ever  at  an  increased  rental  of  4/.  18^. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  deprived  incumbent 
Robert  Parkynson  received  nearly  full  compensation  on 
annuity  as  follows.  The  original  in  Latin  is  in  the 
appendix. 

The  King  to  all  to  whom,  &c.,  greeting.  Whereas  the  lands 
&c.  for  the  support  and  sustentation  of  Rob^  P.kynson  the 
Incumbent  of  the  late  Chantry  of  the  Blessed  Mary  in  the 
Church  of  Sefton  in  the  County  of  Lancaster  extend  to  4/.  and 
6j.  a  year  into  our  hands,  &c.  Know  ye  that  We  &c.  have 
granted  &c.  to  the  said  Rob*,  a  certain  annuity  or  annual  pension 
of  4/.  6s.  of  lawful  money  of  England  to  have  &c.  to  the  said 
Rob^  from  the  feast  of  Kaster  last  past  to  the  determination  of 
his  life  by  the  hands,  &c.,  and  with  the  provisions  &c.  as  above. 

We  wonder  who  received  the  odd  85*. 

The  other  chantry  at  Sefton  had  for  its  priest  Thomas 
Kirkeby  '  Incumbent  thef  of  the  ffoundacon  of  Edward 
Molleneux,  Gierke,  late  psan  of  Sefton  to  celebrate  thef 
for  his  sowle.' 

In  the  same  deed  quoted  above  we  read  : — 

The  Chantry  within  the  said  parish  church  called  Mollyneux 
Chantry. 

Of  the  Foundation  of  Edward  Mollyneux,  Clerk,  late  parson 
of  Sefton,  to  celebrate  there  for  his  soul,  which  is  observed 
accordingly. 
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Memorandum. — We  have  seen  a  deed  dated  1st  June,  27th 
Henry  8th,  whereby  it  should  appear  that  the  founder  gave  the 
same  to  the  said  Incumbent  for  term  of  his  life,  the  remainder 
to  the  Donor  and  to  his  heirs,  but  to  what  use  it  appeareth  not 
unto  us.  And  also  it  appeareth  by  another  deed  dated  the  24th 
day  of  July  in  the  said  year  that  the  said  S*"  Edward  Mollyneux 
the  Donor  released  all  his  right  and  title  to  the  Incumbent  and 
to  his  heirs  for  ever,  but  to  what  use  it  appeareth  not. 

Thomas  Kirkebye,  Incumbent,  of  the  age  of  47  years,  hath 
the  clear  yearly  revenue  of  the  same  for  his  salary — 5/.  i8.y.  7^. 

And  his  living  besides  is — nil. 

The  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  the  same  be  of  the 
yearly  value  of — 5/.  iSi".  yd.     Whereof 

In  Reprises — nil. 

Stock,  goods,  chattels,  &c. — none. 

Canon  Raines  remarks  that  the  donor's  release  of  his 
rights  in  this  instance  was  clearly  an  intentional  act, 
and  it  is  an  instance  of  a  donor  seeking,  with  some 
adroitness,  to  prevent  his  endowment  sharing  the  fate  of 
the  religious  houses. 

We  are  again  able  to  trace  the  value  of  the  property 
of  the  Molyneux  chantry  from  the  Receiver's  account,  the 
original  of  which  is  in  the  appendix. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records. 

Class  29,  Bundle  126. 

Ministers'  Accounts  of  Chantries  in  Lancashire. 

Roll  I  to  3,  Edward  VI. 

Late     a     Chantry  Account  of  the  said  Richard  Ra}ne- 

called  Molyneux         shawe,  Esquire,  Collector  of  Rents  there 
Chauntry,  in  the         for  the  time  aforesaid, 
said    Church    of 
Sefton. 
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Arrears. 


Revenue  and  Rent. 


None,  because  it  is  the   first  Account 
for  the  use  of  our  Lord  the  King. 

Total — none. 

Received  by  1 1  pounds  17  shillings  and 
2  pence  revenues  and  rents  of  divers  lands 
and  tenements  demised  to  divers  persons 
lying  in  the  divers  townships  hereunder 
written,  that  is  to  say,  by  the  rent  of  one 
tenement  and  15  acres  of  land  with  the 
appurtenances  in  Aintree  in  the  tenure  of 
John  .  .  .  per  annum  33  shillings  and  4 
pence  Rent  of  another  tenement  and  2 
acres  of  land  in  the  same  place  in  the  tenure 
of  Robert  Haye  per  annum  5  shillings. 

Rent  of  another  tenement  with  6  acres 
of  land  lying  in  Assheton  in  Makerfelde  in 
the  tenure  of  Bran(?)  Marche  per  annum 
1 5  shillings  and  8  pence  Rent  of  another 
tenement  and  8  acres  and  a  half  of  land 
with  the  appurtenances  lying  in  Thorneton 
in  the  tenure  of  William  Tyriarre  per 
annum  18  shillings  and  i  penny  Rent  of  a 
parcel  of  land  in  Fizacreley  containing  by 
estimation  one  acre  in  the  tenure  of  Edward 
Fyzacreley  per  annum  2  shillings  and  10 
pence. 

Rent  of  divers  parcels  of  land  in  the 
same  place,  containing  by  estimation  4 
acres  and  a  half  in  the  tenure  of  the. wife 
of  Robert  Lee,  per  annum  9  shillings. 

One  tenement  and  one  acre  of  land  in 
Hulmore  in  the  tenure  of  William  Fenor, 
per  annum  3  shillings. 

One  tenement  and  5  acres  of  land  with 
the  appurtenances  in  Orrell,  in  the  tenure 
of  Robert  Haughton,  per  annum  1 1  shil- 
lings. 

Rent  of  another  tenement  and  4  acres 


n 
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of  land  in  Maughill  in  the  tenure  of  Hugh 
Asmoll,  per  annum  8  shillings  and  lo 
pence. 

Divers  parcels  of  land  in  Lythcrlande 
containing  by  estimation  one  acre  of  land, 
in  the  tenure  of  Roger  Mercer,  per  annum 
2  shillings  and  2  pence. 

Divers  parcels  of  land  in  Morchouses, 
containing  one  acre  of  land  in  the  tenure 
of  William  Morecrofte,  per  annum  2  shil- 
lings and  6  pence. 

Rent  of  a  parcel  of  land  in  Lytherpole 
in  the  tenure  of  Richard  Mercer,  per  annum 
lo  pence. 

Rent  of  another  parcel  of  land  in  the 
same  place  in  the  tenure  of  John  Roose, 
per  annum  20  pence. 

Another  parcel  of  land  in  the  same 
place  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Hcnsley, 
per  annum  20  pence. 

One  acre  of  land  in  Kirkcdale  in  the 
tenure  of  James  Mercer,  per  annum  2  shil- 
lings. 

A  parcel  of  land  in  Sefton  containing 
half  an  acre  of  land,  in  the  tenure  of  Gilbert 
Alfarth,  per  annum  I2  pence. 

In  all,  per  annum  Ii8  shillings  and  7 
pence. 

As  by  the  book  produced  appears  here 
by  charge  for  two  years  at  the  feast  of  St. 
Michael  the  Archangel  in  the  3rd  year  of 
King  Edward  VI. 

Total — II  pounds  17  shillings  and  2 
pence. 

Total  of  the  said  payment,  1 1   pounds 
17  shillings  and  2  ponce. 
From  which 
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Discharged  here  by  59  shillings  and  3 
pence  halfpenny  by  a  moiety. 

Of  the  revenue  and  rent  of  the  said 
late  Chantry  due  at  the  Feast  of  Easter  in 
the  2nd  year  of  the  said  King,  and  by  the 
late  Incumbent  received  before  possession 
of  the  same  came  to  the  hands  of  our  Lord 
the  King  by  reason  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
in  that  behalf  made  and  provided. 

And  he  owes  8  pounds  17  shillini^s  and 
10  pence  halfpenny,  Which   are  here  dis- 
charged, Seeing  that  they  were  granted  by 
a  certain  Edward    Molyneux,  Clerk,  to  a 
certain  Thomas  Kirkcby,  late  the  Incum- 
bent of  the  said  late  Chantry  for  the  term 
of  his  life.    And  after  his  decease  to  remain 
unto  the  said  Edward  Molyneux  and  his 
heirs   for  ever,  in  proof  whereof  the  said 
Thomas  Kirkeby  produced  in  the  Court  of 
the  said  Duchy  a  certain  indented  writing 
concerning  the  said  lands  and  property,  so 
to  the  same  Thomas  Kirkeby  and  Edward 
Molyneux  and  the  heirs  of  the  said  Edward 
for  ever  granted  and  released  upon  Exami- 
nation of  which  writing  by  the  Chancellor 
and  Council  of  the  said  Duchy  it  was  de- 
termined and  ordained  on  the  third  [day 
after    the    feast]    of    Saint    Michael    the 
Archangel   in  the  Third  Year  of  the  said 
King  that  Thomas   Kirkeby  and  Edward 
Molyneux  and   his  heirs  the    above-men- 
tioned lands  and  property  should  have  and 
enjoy  in  the  form  aforesaid  Saving  always 
the   right  and  title  of  our  said   Lord  the 
King  his  heirs  and  successors  to  be  in  any 
way  hereafter  proved  as  in  the  same  Decree 
in    the    possession    of    the    Auditor    fully 
appears. 

H  2 
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We  gather  from  this  that  the  rental  was  5/.  18^.  7^^., 
but  Thomas  Kirkeby,  the  incumbent,  receives  only  5/. 
annuity  in  lieu  of  the  sequestration,  as  appears  from  the 
following  : 

The  King  to  all  to  whom  &c.  greeting.  Whereas  the  land:; 
&c.  for  the  support  and  sustentation  of  Thomas  Kyrkeby,  Incum- 
bent of  the  late  Chantry  called  Molyncux  Chantry  in  the  Church 
of  Sefton  in  the  County  of  Lancashire,  amount  to  5/.  and  up- 
wards a  year  into  our  hands,  &c.  Know  ye  that  we  have  granted 
&c.  to  the  said  Thomas  a  certain  annuity  or  yearly  pension  of 
5/.  of  lawful  money  of  England  to  hold  &c.  to  the  said  Thomas 
from  the  feast  of  Easter  last  past  to  the  determination  of  his  life 
by  the  hands  &c.  and  with  the  said  provisions  &c.  as  above 
&c.^ 

It  would  seem  however  that  all  was  not  smooth  sail- 
ing between  Thomas  Kirkeby  and  Richard  Rayneshawe 
at  the  time,  for  in  the  calendar  of  pleadings  in  Chancery 
under  date  1550  we  find  : 

3  Ed.  VI.  Thomas  Kyrkebyc,  Clerk,  v.  Richd.  Rayneshawe, 
receiver  of  the  late  dissolved  colleges  and  Chantries  in  Lane,  and 
John  Carryll,  attorney  general  of  the  Duchy,  re  Disputed  title 
to  messuages.  Lands,  Moss,  Pasture  and  Turbary,  with  a  Com- 
mission and  depositoncs  and  other  evidence  thereon.  Places 
concerned  being  Sefton,  Orrell,  Lytherlond,  Thorneton,  Little 
Crosby,  Malt^,  Ashton  in  Makerfield,  Kyrkdalc,  Lyvcrpolc, 
P^azakerly,  Aynetre. 

The  above  are  all  the  places  mentioned  in  Rayne- 
shawe's  return.  Little  Crosby  only  taking  the  place  of 
Hulmore  and  Morehouses. 

The  late  priest,  it  appears,  was  not  willing  to  accept 

*  Duchy  of  Lancaster  pensions  to  Chantry  Priests,  Class  25,  No.  15^;. 
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5/.  for  5/.  18^.  ^d,  without  a  struggle,  in  which,  doubtless, 
he  was  worsted. 

There  is  one  document  in  the  Rolls  House,  3  Ed.  VI., 
relating  to  the  disputed  title  of  lands  in  Sefton,  Crosby, 
and  other  places  between  Thos.  Kirkbie  and  Richd. 
Rayneshawe,  &c. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  learn  that  the  value  of.  the 
Lancashire  Chantries  amounted,  according  to  a  computa- 
tion of  Canon  Raines,  to  500/.  15^.  8^.,  giving  on  an 
average  to  each  Chantry  priest  an  income  yearly  of  5/. 
I  \s,  3.W.,  or  in  modern  money,  according  to  Stillingfleet's 
method  of  reckoning,  133/.  10^.  6d,  This  same  mode  of 
computation  shows  us  that  the  plunder  arising  from  the 
confiscated  Chantries  must  have  been  very  considerable, 
those  of  Lancashire  alone  yielding  over  120,000/. 

The  suppression  of  the  Chantries  throughout  the 
kingdom  in  1546  and  the  ensuing  years  was  followed  by 
a  confiscation  of  Church  goods  in  1552.  The  pecuniary 
difficulties  of  Edward  the  Sixth's  government  no  doubt 
hastened    this    further  act    of  spoliation.^     Commissions 


*  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  interesting  and  artistic  objects  were 
destroyed  by  the  county  commissioners,  who  towards  the  end  of  Henry 
VIII.'s  and  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth's  reign  were  put  in  authority  to 
remove  roods,  images,  shrines  with  their  rehcs,  and  other  ecclesiastical 
appurtenances.  Their  too  forward  zeal  despoiled  and  battered  down  crosses 
in  churches  and  churchyards,  and  glass  windows,  whilst  copes,  vestments, 
and  amices,  rich  hangings  and  embroideries  were  in  many  instances  not 
only  confiscated  but  ruthlessly  destroyed,  *  leaving  religion,'  says  Weever  in 
his  quaint  fashion,  *  naked,  bare,  and  unclad  ;  as  Dionysius  left  Jupiter 
without  a  cloak  and  Esculapius  without  a  beard.'  In  the  second  year  of 
Elizabeth,  however,  the  savagery  of  these  commissioners  was  checked  by  a 
proclamation  issued  by  the  queen,  which  was  published  throughout  the  land, 
forbidding  the  *  breaking  or  defacing  of  monuments  of  antiquitie,  being  set 
up  in  churches  or  other  publike  places,  for  memory,  and  not  for  superstition.' 
See  Weever's  Funeral  Monuments. 
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were  issued  in  the  year  1552  ordering  perfect  inventories 
to  be  taken  of  all  manner  of  goods,  plate,  ornaments  and 
jewels  belonging  to  any  churches,  chapels,  fraternities,  or 
guilds,  together  with  the  names  of  persons  who  were 
known  to  have  acquired  any  of  the  property  since  the 
date  of  former  inventories.  The  return  for  the  parish  of 
Sefton  is  as  follows  : 

This  Indenture  made  the  4th  day  of  October  in  the  6th 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  Lord  Edward  the  6th  by 
the  grace  of  God  King  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  De- 
fender of  the  Faith,  and  of  the  Church  of  England  and  of  Ireland 
in  earth  the  Supreme  Head  : — between  the  Right  Hon.  Edward,* 
Earl  of  Derby  of  the  Honourable  Order  of  the  Garter  Knight, 
Thomas  Jerrard^  Knight,  and  Thomas  Botler'  Esquire,  Com- 
missioners of  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  upon  behalf  of 
his  Highness  of  the  one  part,  and  Bryan  Lunt,*  Edmond  VVhalley,* 
Robert  Berkhcad  and  John  Bolton,  Churchwardens,  of  the  parish 
of  Sefton  in  the  hundred  of  West  Derby  in  the  Co.  of  Lancaster 
of  the  other  part : — 

Witnesseth  that  where(as)  the  said  Commissioners  have 
delivered  at  the  time  of  sealing  and  delivery  hereof  to  the  said 
Churchwardens 

One  vestment,**  blue  and  red,  like  to  twill. 

One  vestment  *  of  tawney  cruel. 

One  vestment^  of  tawny  silk. 

One  vestment  in  the  keeping  of  Sir  Henry  F'azakerley,^ 

*  This  was  Edward,  third  Earl  of  Derby,  made  a  knight  of  the  Garter 
1547,  and  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Reformation  1548.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  illustrious  ancestors  of  the  Derby  family. 

"^  He  was  the  ancestor  of  the  present  Lord  Gerard,  of  Garswood,  and 
was  high  sheriff  in  1548,  and  M.P.  for  the  county  during  Elizabeth's  reign. 

^  He  was  tenth  in  descent  from  William  de  Boteler,  of  Bewsey,  near 
Warrington. 

*  Names  still,  or  till  recently,  found  about  Sefton. 
^  Chasubles. 

*  Sir  Henry  Fazakerley  was  probably  a  priest.  A  member  of  this 
family  held  the  manor  of  Walton,  near  Liverpool,  and  Fazakerley,  33  E.iz. 
1 59 1.     Thomas  Baincs. 
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One  cope  of  old  tawney  velvet, 

One  cope,  of  dun  silk,  with  birds  upon  it, 

Three  albes, 

Three  annicels  (amices). 

Three  stoles, 

Three  fannaclcs  (maniples) 

Three  girdles, 

Two  tunicles, 

One  surplice, 

Four  altar  clothes. 

Four  towels. 

Two  cruets. 

Two  challices, 

Four  bells, 

Two  sacring  bells, 

and  one  cross  of  brass,  belonging  to  the  said  church,  safely  to  be 
kept  to  the  use  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King : — the  said 
Churchwardens  for  them  and  their  executors  do  covenant  and 
grant  by  these  presents,  to  and  with  the  said  Commissioners, 
that  the  premises  or  any  part  thereof  shall  not  at  any  time 
hereafter  be  alienated,  embezzled,  or  otherwise  put  away  from 
our  said  Sovereign  Lord,  but  shall  be  answerable  and  forth- 
coming to  the  use  of  his  Highness  at  such  time  and  times  as  his 
Majesty  or  his  honourable  council  shall  demand  the  same. 

In  witness  whereof  the  parties  aforesaid  to  these  present 
have  interchangeable  put  their  seals  the  day  and  year  above 
written. 

The  above-named  dresses,  excepting  the  copes,  tuni- 
cles, and  surplice,  were  worn  by  the  priest  who  celebrated 
the  Mass,  and  were  called  Eucharistic.  The  tunicle, 
though  also  a  Eucharistic  garment,  w-as  only  worn  when 
an  Abbot  or  Bishop  was  the  celebrant.  It  was,  however, 
also  the  distinctive  dress  of  the  subdeacon.  The  cope  and 
surplice  were  called  processional  garments  and  were  worn 
on  other  occasions.      These  vestments  were  donned  bv 


CHAPTER   V 
tup:  i'akish  rk(;istkrs  and  accounts 

BEFORE  the  year  1541 '  no  parish  registers  were 
kept ;  that  is  the  date  of  the  injunctions  made  to 
the  clergj'  by  Cromwell,  the  minister  of  Henry 
VHI.  Very  few  registers,  however,  go  so  far  back; 
those  of  Sefton  do  not  begin  till  February  7,  1597.  The 
earliest  date  of  Baptisali  is  recorded  on  February  7, 
1597;  of  Connubia  on  July  21,  1600;  and  of  Sepnlti 
July  13,  1600. 

In  1601,  among  the  baptisms,  we  find  occurring  four 
old  family  names  which  are  still  to  be  found  in  the 
locality. 

Richard'  filius  Tildcsley '  gen  de  Ince  blundell.     Nov.  34. 
Robtus  filius  Andreje  Maghull  dc  Maghull.     Dec.  14. 
'  According   to  Bumel,  in  his   History  of  the  RejWmatii'ii,  the  prerise 
(late  is  September  30,  1541  ;  that  being  the  date  of  Koaner'a  mandate  to  his 
Archdeacons  for  observing  this  injunction. 

'  This  was  a  member  of  the  Tildesley  family,  the  head  of  which  lived 
at  Myerscoiigh,  Lancashire.     In  the  next  generation  an  alliance  was  formed 
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Humfridus  filius  Robti  Blundell  de  Ince  Blundcll.     Jan.  14 
Margeria  filia  Robti  Lunt  de  Lunte.     Jan.  17. 

The  registers  appear  in  many  instances  to  be  very 
curious.  There  are  frequent  entries  of  persons  with  two 
names,  for  instance  : — 

Elizabetha  filia  Humfridi  Lunt  als  Maiso  de  Thometo. 
Nov.  14,  1602. 

Jana  filia  Guiliclmi  Gorton  als  Pattricko  de  Lidyate.  June 
28  th. 

Also  in  1602,  and  for  thirty  years  afterwards,  cases 
occur  of  daughters  named  after  the  Christian  names  of 
their  fathers.^ 

In  the  Conntcbia  of  1601  we  thus  find  : — 

Henrici  Johnson  de  Walton  et  Elizabethae  Thoma/" 
daughter.     July  20. 

Henrici  Clarke  et  Annae  Richard/ daughter.    Oct*".  16,  1602. 
Johis  Lea  et  Margeriae  J amesT" daughter.     16  Maij,  1603. 

This  nomenclature  continues  till  1635.  Churchings 
occur  after  the  year  161 7,  and  are  recorded  among  the 
baptisms  in  this  wise  : — 

Uxor  Guilielmi  Hadock  de  Lulmore  gratias  egit.  24 
Januarij. 

From  the  year  1605  to  16 14  there  is  a  gap  in  the 
Baplisms,  nearly  three  whole  pages  being  left  blank  ; 
in  the  Conntibia  from  1603  to  161 5  no  entries  are  to  be 

between  this  family  and  the  Blundells  of  Ince.  Henry  Blundell,  who 
succeeded  to  the  family  estates  in  1656,  married  Bridget,  daughter  of  that 
brave  cavalier,  Sir  Thomas  Tildesley,  of  Myerscough,  who  fell  at  Wigan 
Lane  in  1651. 

*  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  same  custom  still  exists  in  Scandinavia 
and  Russia. 
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found ;  but  there  is  no  vacant  space.  Likewise  in  the 
Sepulti,  entries  are  wanting  from  1605  to  161 3,  a  half- 
page  intervening.  After  1605  the  form  of  register  is 
altered,  and  *  baptizata '  or  *  baptizatus  erat/  *  conjugati 
fuere,'  *  sepulta '  or  *  sepultus  erat/  are  added  for  some 
time.  Also  about  1632  the  Latin  words  occur  of  Ludi 
niagister  for  schoolmaster,  molitor  for  miller,  consponsores 
for  godparents. 

In  1644  we  come  to  a  rather  stirring  period  for  all 
parishes  in  this  neighbourhood.  It  was  the  year  of  the 
siege  of  Liverpool.  Prince  Rupert  was  stationed  at 
Everton  with  10,000  men  ;  and  after  bombarding  the 
town  for  several  days,  he  made  the  final  assault  before 
which  it  fell,  Cary^ll  Lord  Molyneux  ^  leading  the  forlorn 
hope,  and  slaying,  we  are  told  by  Edward  Moore  in  his 
*  Rental,'  seven  or  eight  poor  men.  The  fact  is  thus 
alluded  to  in  the  baptisms:  1644  'The  warrs  being 
greevous  in  the  Cuntrie  both  regesters  and  other  thinges 
were  neglected  till  ....  June  16,'  and  then  thirty-two 
Baptisms. 

After  this  date  the  Baptisms  are  entered  as  usual  ; 
but  the  disturbance  occasioned  by  the  civil  war  amongst 
the  marriages  seems  to  have  been  much  greater.  In  1641 
and  1642  there  occurs  only  one  marriage  each  year,  and 
in  1643  no  marriages  are  registered,  but  the  word  *  warr ' 
is  written  opposite  the  date  ;  so  again  the  year  following. 
In  1645  ^^^  forlorn  individual  '  duxit  uxorem  ;'  in  1646 
and  1647  w^  read:  *  None  made  by  the  minister;'  in 
1648.  *  None  married  by  the  minister  of  the  Parish,  but 
diuers  were  married  out  of  the  parish,  Jos  :  Tompson, 

'  See  p.  33,  above. 


Rector.'     A  curious  light  is  thrown  upon  this  remark  by  a 
passage  in  Herdnian's  'Ancient  Liverpool.'      He  tells  us 
that  there  was  from  very  early  times  a  beacon  tower  at 
Everton,'  which  was  erected   for  military-  purposes.      It 
communicated  with  Beeston  Castle  on  the  one  hand,  and 
with  Billinge,  Ashurst,  and  Rivington  on  the  other.    This 
tower  was  the  rendezvous  of  Prince   Rupert's  army,  and 
a  refuge,  he  adds,  where  marriages  were  performed   by 
the    expatriated    ministers    of 
this    period.       .Among    these 
delinquents    was    I  he    Rector 
of  Sefton,    Edward   Moreton, 
D.D..  a  man  of  learning  and 
piety.    He  was  expelled  about 
this  time,*  and  was  succeeded 
by    a    Jos,    Tompson   (whose 
first  signature  ap[>ears  in  the 
registers  in    1648),    who    had 
possession  of  the  living  till  the 
year  1062,  when  Moreton  was 
reinstated.       It   may    be    that 
Moreton   performed  the  mar- 
riage  ceremony   for    some  of 
his  parishioners  at  Everton  Beacon,  which  would  account 
for  the  absence  of  entries  in  the  Sefton  Reg'sters.      In 
i649onc  marriage  is  again  recorded,  but  in   1650,  1651, 
1652,'  none  married  by  the  minister'  is  written  against  each 
year.      In  the  four  following  years  (one  entry  for  all  four) 

'  An  cn(,'raving  of  this  lower,  of  which  we  give  a  reproduction,  is  to  be 
found  in  Binn's  Illustrations  of  the  County  of  Lancmicr,  vol.  25,  in  the  Liver. 
pool  Librar>-,  reprinted  from  Ciregson's  Illustratinns  if  the  County  of  Ijtn- 
castcr.  ■'  See  p,  83. 
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we  find  it  written:  *  All  marriages  made  by  Justices  of 
peace/  And  in  1657  we  find  this  note:  *  That  act  of 
marrying  by  Justices  was  to  continue  but  six  months 
after  the  first  sessions  of  the  Pliam^  ended  in  Decemb""/ 

The  gap  among  the  burials  about  this  time  is  not  so 
considerable  :  it  extends  only  over  two  years.  1645,  *  A 
time  of  warr  neglected;*  and  1646  'A  time  of  warr 
noethinge  found/ 

An  account  of  a  parish  meeting  held  at  Sefton  about 
this  time  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  way  in  which 
parish  matters  were  managed  at  this  period  ;  how  money 
was  raised,  and  by  whom  it  was  collected.  The  record 
is  dated  July  23,  1647. 

*  Publike  warneing  haveing  beene  given  in  the  Church  for  a 
meeteing  this  day  to  vew  the  decays  of  the  Church  and  to  provide 
money  for  repairs.  All  such  as  mett  this  day  vowed  the  Church 
and  Schoole  and  agree  that  a  whole  fifteene  by  Church  ley 
shall  be  laid,  collected  and  gathered  by  the  constables  in  their 
several  limites  and  paid  over  unto  Robart  Rydinge  and  John 
Robertsonne  Churchwardens  at  or  before  the  24th  day  of 
August  next  coming/ 

Jos.  TOMPSON  and  9  others. 

The  first  thing  that  strikes  us  in  this  account  is  '  the 
decays  of  the  church.'  Whether  this  means  the  ordinary 
decays  of  the  building,  or  some  special  injury  which  it 
had  sustained  during  the  war,  we  have  no  means  of 
telling.  It  is  certain  that  the  church  could  not  have 
been  very  much  out  of  repair  in  the  natural  course  of 
events,  as  it  had  been  almost  rebuilt  about  a  hundred 
years  before.  These  notices  for  collections  for  church 
repair  are   issued  at   intervals  till    1669,   each  with   the 
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signature  of  Joseph  Tompson,  though,  curiously  enough, 
Moreton  was  reinstated  in  1662. 

Then  we  have  the  mode  of  raising  the  money,  *  a 
whole  fifteene.'  ^  The  fifteenth  was  originally  what  its 
name  implies,  a  fifteenth  part  of  all  moveable  property, 
paid  to  the  Crown.  In  process  of  time  this  tax  would 
have  amounted  to  a  very  large  sum  ;  but  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.,  a  valuation  was  made  throughout  the 
country  which  was  afterwards  always  adhered  to.  Each 
town  or  district  had  to  pay  invariably  a  particular  sum, 
which  the  inhabitants  raised  amongst  themselves.  The 
whole  sum  at  this  time  throughout  the  kingdom 
amounted  to  29,000/.  This  mode  of  assessment  was 
employed  for  raising  money  for  the  church,  the  overseers 
of  the  poor,  surveyors  of  the  highways,  and  the  con- 
stables. Sometimes  a  whole  fifteen  was  levied,  as  in 
this  case,  and  sometimes  two,  three,  four,  six,  or  even 
ten  fifteens  were  demanded.  It  does  not,  however, 
seem  to  have  been  a  very  heavy  tax,  as  we  find  that  in 
1 7 19  four  fifteens  and  a  half  that  were  raised  in  the 
parish   for  the  surveyor  of  the  highways  amounted  to 

*  *The  fifteenths  and  subsidies  are  two  of  the  oldest  rates  in  the  kingdom, 
and  were  superseded  by  the  Land  Tax  Xci  of  Parliament,  which  was  framed 
on  the  principle  of  the  Ancient  Subsidy  Act  of  Fifteenths.  We  meet  with 
payments  of  the  fifteenths  so  far  back  as  the  statute  of  Magna  Charta^  on 
the  conclusion  of  which  the  Parliament  granted  to  King  John  for  concessions 
by  him  therein  made  a  fifteenth  part  of  their  Moveable  Goods,  &c.  Then 
fifteenths  were  given  up  as  the  necessities  of  government  increased,  and  the 
collection  of  them  dwindling  or  decreasing  from  120,000/.  to  70,000/.  temp. 
Elizabeth,  several  specific  sums  were  fixed  upon  the  several  counties  in  the 
time  of  the  Long  Parliament,  which  it  seems  they  were  obliged  to  raise.  In 
1688  the  Land  Tax  was  is.  in  the  pound,  from  which  it  progressively  rose  to 
4J.,  when  Mr.  Pitt  proposed  the  redemption  of  the  tax  which  must  be  con 
sidered  a  wise  measure  to  remove  so  unequal  a  rate.'  -Gregson's  Fragments 
of  the  County  of  Lancaster, 
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only  4/.  3^.  dd,  ;  and  that  eight  fifteens  raised  for  the 
constables  in  1724  amounted  to  only  6/.  19^.  10^.  The 
expression  *  fifteens '  is  used  down  to  the  year  1 749  in 
the  overseers'  and  constables*  accounts,  when  as  many  as 
twenty  fifteens  were  collected  for  the  surveyor  of  highways, 
amounting  to  19/.  o^.  \od.  After  this  date  the  term 
*  ley  '  is  used. 

The  third  point  noticeable  in  the  account  of  the 
parish  meeting  is  the  persons  employed  to  collect  the 
fifteens,  i.e.  the  constables.  It  is,  we  believe,  an  esta- 
blished fact  that,  at  the  time  of  the  suppression  of  the 
monasteries,  abbeys,  and  religious  houses  throughout 
the  land,  an  entire  machinery  for  the  employment  of 
labour,  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the  maintenance  of 
churches  was  ruthlessly  swept  away,  and  its  place  had  to 
be  supplied  by  institutions  of  another  kind.  Hence  we 
find  that  soon  after  the  Reformation  a  necessity  arose  in 
many  places  for  the  appointment  not  only  of  church- 
wardens, but  of  overseers  of  the  poor,  of  highway 
surveyors,  and  constables.  It  is  somewhat  surprising 
on  looking  over  the  old  account  books  (to  which  we 
shall  give  some  notice  presently)  preserved  at  Sefton 
Church  to  find,  side  by  side  with  the  churchwardens* 
accounts,  those  also  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  of  the 
surveyors  of  the  highways,  and. of  the  constables^  of  the 
parish  ;  but  the  present  explanation  is  probably  the  true 

*  Township  Constables.  *The  office  of  constable  is  an  ancient  and 
honourable  one.  Formerly  there  was  a  Lord  High  Constable  of  England. 
From  this  high  office  were  derived  those  inferior  offices  called  the  Constables 
of  Hundreds  and  Franchises,  which  were  first  ordained  in  the  13  Edward  I. 
two  in  each  hundred  for  the  conservation  of  the  peace,  &c.  Under  these 
were  appointed,  in  each  township,  petty  constables,  whose  office  was  of  a 
like  nature.     They  were   appointed   by  the  Court    Leet   yearly,  and  were 
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one  ;  viz.,  that  these  offices  were  originally  more  or  less 
connected  with  the  church  ;  and  that  for  a  long  time 
after  the  Reformation  they  were  subject  to  church 
control.  In  many  places  we  believe  overseers  of  the 
poor  continued  to  be  elected  annually  in  the  vestry  till 
the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

Some  other  interesting  facts  to  be  gathered  from  the 
registers  concern  Briefs,  Briefs  or  Queen's  letters 
were  letters  issued  by  the  Crown,  authorising  collections 
in  churches  for  charitable  purposes.  The  earliest  men- 
tioned at  Sefton  were  in  1664,  when  no  less  than  six  col- 
lections were  made  under  this  title  in  Sefton  Church. 
They  seem  to  have  been  for  places  in  all  parts  of  Eng- 
land without  distinction,  and  chiefly  for  towns  which  had 
suffered  by  fire.     Thus  : 

May  29.    Collected,  6^\  i  \d.  for  a  Brief  concerning  Grantham 

in  Lincolnshire. 
July  10.  do.         6s.  yd.  do.  Weedon  in  North- 

amptonshire. 
Feb.  5.  do.     for  ye  towne  Flackborow,  5.9.  8^/. 

do.     on  a  Briefc  for  Sandwitch  in  Kent,  5^. 
do.  do      for  Tynmouth  in  Northumber- 

land, 5^. 

In  the  following  year  a  curious  brief  is  mentioned.  It 
is  this  : 

1665.  Collected,  Sept.  6,  lOf.,  at  a  Fast  for  y®  ceasing  of 
the  plage.     Gt  plague  collect"  larger,  cause  more  urgent. 

required  to  be  men  of  honesty,  knowledge,  and  ability.  They  had  generally 
to  keep  the  king's  peace,  to  warn  the  coroner  when  his  services  were  required, 
and  to  billet  the  soldiers  when  abiding  in  their  respective  townships.  For  a 
more  elaborate  view  of  the  many  duties  of  Town's  Constables,  see  Leigh  in 
the  Eighteenth  Century y  by  Josiah  Rose.'  Antiquarian  Notes,  by  \V. 
Duncombc  Pink. 
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In  1675,  ^w6  collections  were  made  for  sufferers  by 
fire  at  Walton,^  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  Nether 
Wallop  in  the  county  of  Southampton. 

And  in  1677,  three  collections  as  follows  : 

May  1677.  Collected  then  for  the  poor  sufferers  by  fire  in 
Southwarke  in  the  County  of  Surrey  the  sum  of  fower  shillings 
and  one  farthinge. 

August  1677.  Collected  then,  do.  do.  by  fire  in  the 
towne  of  Cottenham  in  the  County  of  Cambridge  the  sum  of 
fower  shillings  and  ninepence  farthinge. 

Oct.  1677.  do.  do.  by  the  sufferers  do.  in  Towcester 
in  the  County  of  Northampton    do.   five  shillings  and  tenpence. 

Again  in  1678,  two  collections  were  held,  of  which  the 
following  is  one  : 

do.  do.  do. 

do.     in  the  Towne  of  Wem  in  the  County  of  Sallop  the  sum  of 
^s,  and  3//. 

On  consulting  the  history  of  some  of  the  places  here 
mentioned,  we  find  an  account  of  some  of  the  calamities 
alluded  to  in  these  briefs. 

Thus  in  1676  a  fire  occurred  in  South wark,  by  which 
sixty  houses  were  destroyed,  and  considerable  distress 
occasioned.  In  the  same  year,  the  greater  part  of  the 
village  of  Cottenham  was  burnt  down.  Towcester  must 
have  suffered  in  a  similar  way,  although  we  have  not  met 
with  any  account  of  a  conflagration  there.  But  the  local 
history  informs  us  that  it  had  suffered  considerably  during 
the  civil  war  ;  having  been  the  headquarters  of  Prince 

'  Between  Scoulton  and  the  village  of  Walton  is  Wayland  or  Wailing 
Wood,  the  supposed  scene  of  the  *  lamentable  tragedy  *  of  the  Babes  in  the 
Wood. 
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Rupert's  army  in  1643,  and  the  scene  of  many  engage- 
ments between  the  Royalists  and  Parliamentarians. 

The  town  of  Wem  is  more  modern  than  most  Shrop- 
shire towns  or  villages,  owing  to  a  great  fire  in  1677, 
which  nearly  consumed  the  whole  of  the  place,  causing  a 
destruction  of  property  equal  to  23,000/.  Those  of  our 
readers  who  have  visited  Wem  and  the  district  Will 
readily  recall  the  plain,  uninteresting  character  of  the 
town  itself,  while  the  outlying  cottages  and  hamlets  pre- 
sent, in  many  instances,  the  picturesque  appearance  of 
the  half-timbered  Tudor  style.  The  nave  of  the  church* 
at  Wem  was  rebuilt  in  1679,  and  is  a  characteristically 
poor  specimen  of  the  ecclesiastical  architecture  of  that 
date.  The  tower,  however,  is  old,  and  seems  to  have 
escaped  destruction  by  the  fire.^ 

We  must  now  pass  on  to  remark  on  one  or  two  entries 
of  marriage. 

In  1684-85  the  simple  form  *duxit  uxorem  *  was  not 
deemed  sufficient,  and  the  publication  of  banns,  the  use 
of  a  licence,  and  the  canonical  hours  were  inserted.  Thus 
we  read  in  1685  :- 

Oliver  pilkingtbn  uxo  duxit"  Dorothie  Webster  umbo  oi  the 
pish  at  after  bands  published  three  seuerall  Sundayes  or  holy- 
daycs  weare  Canonically  married  January  24***  within  Canno- 
nicall  houres  8  and  12  in  the  affore  noone. 

So  again  : 

Tho  :  Johnson  and  Ailice  Lawrence  Both  of  y®  p*'ish  of 
Liverpoole  by  vertue  of  a  licence  had  from  Mr.  Rob*  Stythe 
parson  de  Liverpoole  were  Married  Accordinge  to  y®  Rubricke 
of  our  Church.     Ag**  30.     (1709.) 

*  The  church  has  lately  been  restored. 
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The  Rev.  Robert  Sty  the  was  one  of  the  first  two 
rectors  of  Liverpool  after  its  separation  from  Walton. 
The  Rev.  William  Atherton  was  the  other  (1699).  Mr. 
Stythe  assisted  Mr.  Bryan  Blundell  in  founding  the 
Bluecoat  School  in  this  same  year,  1 709. 
Another  marriage  entry  runs  thus  : 

171 1.  Mr.  John  Parkinson  de  Liverpoole,  sailor,  and  Anne 
Ryley  de  Preston  in  Amunderley  by  vcrtue  of  licence  had  from 
Mr.  Arcippus  Rippax  Viccar  de  Ormskerke,  where  married 
within  the  cannonicall  houres.     August  2. 

The   reverend   gentleman    here   mentioned  was  one  of 

the  worthy  vicars  of  Ormskirk.     After  his  death  some  of 

his  family  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  and  were  much 

respected. 

In    1652    we   find   a  curious  entry   among  the  burials, 

which  as  yet  we  cannot  explain.     Thus  : 

Anne  Rothwell  widj  of  Much  Crosbee  hanged  and  buryed. 
6  August 

For  what  offence  she  was  hanged  there  is  nothing  to 
tell.  It  may  possibly  have  been  for  witchcraft.^  Matthew 
Hopkins,  the  *  witch-finder,'  was  busy  about  this  time  in 
Essex,  Suffolk,  and  Norfolk,  and  caused  the  judicial  mur- 
der of. some  hundred  persons.  And  Sir  Matthew  Hale, 
twelve  years  later,  had  two  persons  burnt  for  practising 

>  The  early  part  of  the  reign  of  James  I.  was  rendered  memorable  in 
Lancashire  by  the  persecution  and  murder  of  the  unfortunate  creatures 
accused  of  witchcraft.  James  I.  himself  had  published  a  work  on  Demonology^ 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  judges  who  tried  and  condemned  the  Pendle 
Forest  witches  in  Lancashire  in  161 2  were  influenced  by  his  opinions,  and 
•vcn  courted  his  favour  in  persecuting  to  the  death  the  hapless  women  tried 
before  them. 

I  2 
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witchcraft  (1664) ;  and  much  later,  in  1705,  a  Mrs.  Hicks 
and  her  daughter,  aged  nine,  were  hanged  at  Huntingdpn. 
In  1654,  another  strange  entry  occurs  : 

Winifrid  Smith  a  little  wemsi  (•?)  of  greate  Crosbie  daught 
to  Rothals  brother.     ( *  brother '  written  over  *  Rothals.' ) 

After  the  year  1678,  we  come  to  an  addition  to  the 
burials,  made  in  the  following  terms  :  *  Jur.  exhib  :  fuit ' 
or  *  Jurat  exhib:  fuit,*  but  every  now  and  then  we  come 
to  the  words  *  Buried  in  Linen  and  the  forfeiture  paid.* 
Thus  we  read :  '  Thom  Molineux  de  west  derby  sepult 
09  febr.  (1679).  Buried  in  Linen  and  forfeiture  pd.* 
'  John  fletcher  de  Sephton  buried  in  Linen  and  the  for- 
feiture pd  50^.  to  the  poore  of  the  pish.*  The  explana- 
tion of  this  is  to  be  found  in  an  enactment  that  was 
passed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  in  1678,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  encourage  the  woollen  trade  of  this  country 
which  was  in  a  very  depressed  condition.  By  this  Act  all 
persons  were  to  be  buried  in  a  woollen  shroud,  under 
penalty,  and  a  certificate,  or  written  testimony,  to  be  after- 
wards shown  (probably  to  the  churchwardens)  in  proof 
of  the  fact.  The  penalty  was  fifty  shillings,^  which  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  were  instructed 
to  see  enforced.  But,  in  spite  of  the  penalty,  there  w^as 
a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  many  good  people  to  be 
buried  in  linen.  This  desire  may  have  been  founded  on 
the  text,  Rev.  xix.  8:  *  To  her  was  granted  that  she 
should  be  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  clean  and  white :  for  the 

^  According  to  Harland  the  penalty  was  5/.,  of  which  one  half  went  to 
the  informer  and  the  other  half  to  the  poor  of  the  parish.  No  doubt,  how- 
ever, the  infringement  of  the  statute  was  open,  and  the  people  voluntarily 
paid  the  fine. 
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fine  linen  is  the  righteousness  of  saints/  Influenced 
therefore  by  such  reh'gious  sentiments  as  these,  many 
persons  evaded  the  statute  by  paying  the  penalty. 

On  looking  to  the  first  entry  of  the  change  in  the 
form  of  burial,  we  find  the  words  *  Jur'  or  *  Jurat  exhib. 
fuit  *  explained.  It  is  there  written,  but  somewhat  care- 
lessly, arid  in  abbreviated  form,  *  Jur  de  sepult  Jn  Lan 
exhib  fuit  Oct  20'  (a  month  after),  i.e.  'Juratum  de 
sepultur4  in  LanS  exhibitum  fuit.* 

In  1706,  we  see  for  the  first  time  the  hated  term 
*  papist*  added  to  several  names.  If  this  had  occurred 
thirteen  years  earlier,  when  Titus  Oates  was  walking 
through  the  streets  of  London  in  episcopal  dress  (barring 
the  lawn  sleeves),  surrounded  by  a  bodyguard  of  soldiers, 
and  receiving  greeting  as  the  saviour  of  the  nation,  or  a  few 
years  later,  during  the  rebellion  of  17 15,  it  need  not  have 
surprised  us  ;  but  we  may  yet  account  for  the  introduction 
of  the  term  by  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  at  that 
time,  and  the  strict  measures  that  were  being  put  in  force 
against  the  recusants  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom.  Indeed 
the  first  expedition  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  took 
place  in  the  year  but  one  after,  and  though  it  proved  un- 
successful, it  caused  considerable  alarm.  Mr.  Blundell, 
of  Crosby,  had  his  house  searched  by  constables  from 
Liverpool  at  this  time,  and  was  forced  to  hide  himself  in 
the  *  priest  chamber,*  of  which  he  says  in  his  diary  :  *  I 
sat  in  a  straight  place  for  a  fat  man.' 

The  entries  we  have  mentioned  run  thus : 

Mr.  Willi  :  son  of  y®  Hon^*®  Richard  Mollenaux  de 
Croxteth  papist.  15th  ffebr  1706,  and:  the  Hon^'ble  Richard 
Lord  Mungarett  papist  from  Ormskerke  March  3   1706. 
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The  first  member  of  the  family  of  the  Molyneux  of 
Sefton  who  became  a  Protestant  was  Charles  William, 
who  was  created  Earl  of  Sefton  in  1771.  He  was 
nephew  to  the  Rev.  the  Viscount  Molyneux,  S.J.,  whom 
he  succeeded  in  1759  ;  but  as  he  was  only  eleven  years 
old  at  that  time,  and  as  his  father  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Molyneux  had  left  him  under  the  guardianship  of  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort  and  others,  without  stipulation  as  to 
religion,  it  is  improbable  that  he  had  any  opportunity  of 
being  brought  up  a  Catholic. 

Among  the  town's  records  and  account  books  we  find 
many  items  relating  to  the  interesting  period  of  the  re- 
bellions of  1715  and  1745,  the  turning  out  of  the  Yeo- 
manry, the  Mustermaster,  swords  and  guns,  ale  and 
cockades.    Entries  such  as  the  following  are  to  be  found : 

1745.  Paid  John  Pooly's  Bill  for  Cleaning  the  Musketts 
and  putting  hooks  in  the  Scrapboards  (scabbards)  of  y*  Swords 
and  bayonetts.     12s.  lod.     To  Gun  fflints  and  Oylj  3^. 

There  is  also  the  period  when  foxes'  heads  were 
worth  a  shilling  apiece  ;  and  when  moles,  sparrows,  and 
bullfinches  were  paid  for  by  the  score.  In  the  constables' 
accounts  in  the  *  Towne*s  Booke '  for  each  year  we  find 
the  amount  paid  for  the  destruction  of  these  small  birds 
to  form  a  considerable  item.^     The  sparrows,  however, 

*  In  the  Wilmslow  Churchwardens'  Accounts  (East  Cheshire),  p.  115,  in 
the  year  1666  is  an  entry  of  6d.  for  *maupe  heads'  (query  moles?).  A 
maupe  is  a  small  bird  supposed  to  destroy  fruit  buds.  The  common  people 
about  Wilmslow  still  speak  of  maups,  as  *  titty-maup,'  the  titmouse.  This 
might  mean  the  little  maup,  to  distinguish  it  from  a  larger  maup.  Paying 
for  maups'  heads  is  on  a  par  with  paying  for  sparrows'  heads ;  both  these 
kinds  of  birds  were  then  considered  destructive,  while  the  wren,  the  robin, 
the  swallow,  and  one  called  *  the  old  man '  (that  is  the  flycatcher,  I  believe), 
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were  apparently  harder  to  exterminate  than  the  bull- 
finches, for  in  the  year  1805  we  find  these  entries :  *  To  3 
Bulfinches  6d'  *To  Sparrow  heads  at  halfpenny  per 
head  i/.  \s,  3^/  and  *  to  Sparrow  heads  at  penny  per  head 
2I.  ss.  6d'  , 

The  constables  were  overseers  of  the  poor,  authorised 
to  give  parish  relief,  From  an  entry  in  1 7 1 9,  we  find 
this  was  not  always  confined  to  their  own  countrymen: 
'  Given  to  2  Travileing  ffrench  Mariners,  6d.'  The  follow- 
ing accounts  speak  for  themselves  : 

Jan.  loth,  1749.  Accts.  then  made  by  John  Darwin,  Con- 
stable. 

Given  2  Company  of  poor  Salors 

Given  to  a  man  yt  had  lost  a  Dale  of  Cattle 

To  Vevving  all  ye  windows  *  in  ye  Quarter 

Given  to  several  Sealors  yt  had  been  Ill- 
Abused  with  Turks^     .        , 

Given  to  a  man  yt  had  lost  a  dale  by  fire 

To  several  Boys  for  96  Sparrows 

To  Mr.  Hillton  for  writing  all  year  and  peper 

Given  to  a  man  yt  had  lost  all  by  fire 

Given  to  several  men  with  a  pass 

Given  to  a  Souldier  yt  was  going  to  his  own 
Country 

To  making  prive  serch  all  year 

were  almost  sacred  birds. — W.N.  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Antiquarian 
Notes.    Edited  by  W.  D.  Pink,  F.H.R.S. 

^  The  window  tax,  which  was  levied  on  houses  which  had  more  than 
seven  windows,  was  first  enacted  to  defray  a  deficiency  in  the  recoinage  of 
gold  in  1695.  The  tax  was  increased  in  1746,  and  again  in  1784,  1795,  1802, 
and  1^08.  In  1823  it  was  reduced,  but  only  repealed  in  1 851,  when  the 
inhabited  house  duty  was  imposed  instead.  In  1840  the  amount  raised  by 
this  tax  was  1,500,000/. 

^  The  child-like  credulity  of  these  worthy  constables  is  quite  refreshing 
to  hear  of  now-a-days,  when  we  are  so  accustomed  to  regard  relieving  officers 
as  types  of  hard-heartedness. 
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Frequent  entries  refer  to  sums  paid  for  repairs  of 
bridges,  repairs  to  Lancaster  prison,  and  for  watch  upon 
the  sea  coast.  Barton,  Crosford,  Ribchester  and  Lan- 
caster bridges  and  the  bridge  by  St.  Helen's  well  are 
specially  named  among  *  severall*  in  182 1.  We  also 
find  2S.  ^\d.  paid  for  the  repair  of  Ribble  Copp  (embank- 
ment). That  the  coast  was  in  those  days  a  perilous  one 
we  learn  from  frequent  payment  made  to  'poor'  or 
*  wrackt '  *  saylors  '  who  appear  in  various  numbers  from 
one  to  forty- three  as  seeking  and  obtaining  parish  relief. 

An  almost  invariable  item  in  the  year's  accounts  is  to 
be  found  on  the  5th  of  November  :  *  Paid  for  10  baskets 
of  coals  and  feching  for  bonfire,  \s.  jd'  *  For  halfe  pound 
of  powder  at  bone-fire,  8^.'  A  still  more  festive  element 
was  never  omitted,  and  was  also  charged  to  the  town's 
accounts ;  thus :  *  Paid  for  ale  at  bonefire,  2s.  ;  to  drink 
and  powder,  4^.  8^.,'  while  sometimes  all  three  items  were 
entered  as  follows :  *  To  shot  and  powder  and  drinck, 
12^.'  It  is  also  amusing  to  notice  in  the  churchwardens' 
accounts  the  convivial  tendencies  of  the  parish  authorities. 
The  heaviest  items  in  each  year's  accounts  are  the  ex- 
penses incurred  at  the  *  Punchbowl '  whenever  occasion 
furnished  an  excuse.  '  To  expehces  at  Nelley  Barker's 
on  Easter  and  at  the  Court  day  7/.  4^*.  8^.'  *  Spent  at 
Ellen  Barker's^  at  sundry  times  i/.  8^.  od.'  or  *  Spent 
when  we  made  these  Accounts,'  so  much. 

The  ducking-stool  is  mentioned  as  being  repaired  in 
1728,  in  connection  with  a  repair  to  the  pinfold:  '  P** 
to  the  ducking-stool  and  pinfold  mending  2s.'  The 
ducking-pond  is  still  to  be  seen  in  Brickwall  Lane  at  the 

'  Ellen  Barker  was  the  landlady  of  the  'Punchbowl'  Inn. 
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junction  of  the  second  lane  west  of  the  rectory.  In 
*  Lancashire  Legends/  an  interesting  volume  compiled 
by  J.  Harland  and  T.  T.  Wilkinson,  we  read  this 
account  of  its  use  :  '  Cuck-stool  or  ducking-stool.  As 
recently  as  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century  this 
machine  for  the  punishment  of  scolds  was  in  use  in  the 
parish  and  town  of  Liverpool.  It  was  a  chair  suspended 
by  a  long  pole  over  some  pool  of  water ;  and  the  scold- 
ing woman,  being  tied  fast  in  the  chair,  could  be  ducked 
more  or  less  deeply  in  the  pond  as  those  on  the  bank 
raised  their  end  of  the  pole.  It  is,  says  Baines,  im- 
possible now  to  fix  the  date  when  the  chair  of  correction 
was  first  introduced  into  Liverpool,  or  to  say  when  by 
the  .improvement  in  female  manners  it  was  no  longer 
found  to  be  necessary ;  but  that  it  was  in  request  as  late 
as  the  year  1695  "^^7  ^^  inferred  from  an  item  in  the 
parochial  expenditure  of  that  year  which  runs  thus : — 
**  Paid  Edward  Accres  for  mending  the  cuck-stool 
fifteen  shillings."  For  many  ages  the  ducking-stool 
stood  at  the  south  end  of  the  town  of  Ormskirk  ;  but 
from  the  improvement  in  female  manners,  or  the  refine- 
ment of  modern  taste,  it  was  removed  in  1 780.  According 
to  Blount,  this  cooling  apparatus  was  in  use  in  the  Saxon 
era,  when  it  was  named  the  scealfing-stole,  and  described 
to  be  a  chair  in  which  quarrelsome  women  were  placed 
and  plunged  under  water.  The  poet  Gay  celebrates  this 
correctional  chair,  which  was  evidently  in  use  in  his  time, 
in  the  following  terms  (*  Pastorals,'  iii.  105)  : — 

ril  speed  me  to  the  pond,  where  the  high  stool 
On  the  long  plank  hangs  o'er  the  muddy  pool, 
That  stool,  the  dread  of  every  scolding  quean.' 
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Among  other  notices  of  the  ducking-stool  by  writers, 
we  find  these  : — 

She  in  the  ducking-stool  should  take  her  seat, 
Drest  like  herself  in  a  great  chair  of  state. 

Dorset, 

and  Addison  in  his  *  Freeholder '  speaks  of  reclaiming 
*  the  obstinately  opprobrious  and  virulent  women/  and  of 
making  *  the  ducking-stool  more  useful/ 

The  ducking-stool  is  said  to  have  been  in  use  in 
Liverpool  up  to  1779.  When  it  was  discontinued  at 
Sefton  there  are  no  records  to  show. 

The  stocks  were  another  mode  of  punishment,  not 
reserved  however  like  the  ducking-stool  exclusively  to 
curb  the  ill-directed  energy  of  female  offenders.  In  1725 
we  find  this  entry  in  the  constables  accounts : — *  Pd. 
our  proportion  tow*^^  a  new  pair  of  Stocks  and  expences 
\2s.  9^.'  Whether  with  constant  use  or  natural  decay, 
these  stocks  appear  to  have  been  worn  out  by  1791, 
when  we  find  they  were  again  renewed.  This  pair  is 
probably  the  same  which  still  exists  side  by  side  with 
the  graceful  sundial  at  the  cross-roads  in  the  adjoining 
hamlet  of  Thornton.  They  are  of  iron,  but  the  top  bar  is 
lost.  On  the  authority  of  the  late  Marquess  de  Rothwell 
a  man  was  seen  confined  there  as  recently  as  1863.  ^^ 
was  at  one  time  a  very  general  method  of  dealing 
summary  punishment  to  petty  offenders,  especially  in 
rural  districts,  where  other  modes  of  imprisonment  were 
not  readily  available,  and  when  the  punishment  was  in- 
tended to  be  short.  vShakespeare  several  times  alludes 
to  the  use  of  the  stocks  : — *  Fetch  forth  the  stocks  ;  as  I 
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have  life  and  honour,  there  shall  he  sit  till  noon  ;  *  and 
*  Tom  is  wipt  from  tything  to  tything,  stock  punished 
and  imprisoned.'  It  is  within  our  memory  that  there  was 
at  Walton-on-the-Hill  a  pair  of  stocks  close  to  the  church- 
yard wall,  where  we  find  that  in  1858  a  person  was 
confined  by  order  of  the  local  magistrates.^ 

Frequent  entries,  in  addition  to  that  above  quoted, 
are  made  of  expenses  incurred  in  the  repair  of  the  pin- 
fold, or,  as  it  is  more  generally  called,  the  pound,  which 
still  exists  in  Brickwall  Lane.  The  word  *  pinfold  * 
(derived  from  the  Saxon  pindan,  to  shut  up)  is  still  used 
by  the  country  people,  and  will  be  remembered  in  con- 
nection with  the  delightful  ballad  of  the  *  Three  Jovial 

HtSntsmen  :  *— 

They  hunted  and  they  hollered, 
And  the  next  thing  they  did  find 
Was  a  bull-calf  in  a  pinfold. 
And  that  they  left  behind. 

In  some  amusing  lines  from  *  Hudibras '  we  also  find  a 
pinfold  employed  as  a  simile  : — 

Oaths  were  not  purposed  more  than  law 
To  keep  the  good  and  just  in  awe. 
But  to  confine  the  bad  and  sinful 
Like  moral  cattle  in  a  pinfold. 

The  dog-whipper,  whose  business  it  was  to  drive  out 
any  dogs  who  entered  church  during  divine  service  (some- 
times combined  with  the  office  of  waking  any  of  the  con- 
gregation who  slept  during  the  sermon),  was  an  officer 
who   appears   to   have   been  retained   till    1820.      The 

'  See  Lancashire  Legends^  p.  166, 
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amount /^/^  annum  he  received  for  his  trouble  appears 
from  the  churchwardens'  accounts  to  vary,  but  never 
exceeded  ten  shilh'ngs.  Thus  :  *  To  cash  to  Dogwipear 
for  the  yeare  1770,  5^/  'To  the  Dogwipper's  sallery, 
1807,  10^.'  Items  are  frequent,  such  as:  *  P**.  for  a 
warrant  for  taking  up  sturdy  beggars,*  and  *  Paid  for 
warents  for  Sabath  braking*  (1750).  There  is  no 
record  of  a  town-crier  or  bellman,  unless  the  following 
remarkably  spelt  entries  refer  to  that  functionary.  1725  : 
*  Spent  at  making  Uan  Cry,  6d!  1726:  *  Spent  at 
making  Uwan  Cry  (hue  and  cry  ?)  for  Ja  :  Bibye,  6^.*  We 
cannot  but  admire  the  phonetic  spelling  of  the  worthy 
constable  for  those  years.  Somewhat  ambiguous  is  this 
entry  made  in  1789.  '  Shoeing  the  Crow,  i^.*  Whether 
this  alludes  to  scaring  (or,  as  the  country  people  would 
say,  shooing)  the  crows  from  the  grain-fields,  in  which 
employment  boys  are  still  occupied  in  country  places,  is 
not  quite  apparent. 

It  is  interesting  to  us  who  have  lately  witnessed  the 
celebration  of  Queen  Victorias  Jubilee  year  to  note  how 
the  good  people  of  Sefton  celebrated  the  Jubilee  of 
George  III.  In  1809-10  the  following  expenditure  is 
recorded.  *  To  the  Jubilee  24/.  9^.  2d'  *  Paid  Mary 
Bowker  as  by  Bill  10/.  1 1^.  ^d!  *  Court  fees  and  form 
of  prayer  12^.  2d!  '  Spent  on  the  Duble  (Jubilee  ?)  Day, 
9^.*  From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  festivities  at 
Sefton  were  considerable  ;  and  we  find  that  the  Jubilee 
expenses  continued  in  181 1,  some  arrears  being  thus 
recorded  : — *  October  25,  to  the  Jubilee  day  : — i/.  2^.  9^.* 

In  various  places  we  find  amusing  entries,  some  of 
them  containing  curious  words  or  provincial  expressions. 
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These  are  some  of  them  : — *  Gave  Thos.  flfarrclpugh  to 
pay  for  part  of  his  wives  coffin,  3^.  ^d!  *  Bought  sundry 
articles  for  M.  Kelly,  Pettycoats,  Bedgown,  Brats,  and 
Stockings,  i/.  2S.  idJ  (Br^t  is  Lancashire  for  an  apron.) 
*  To  getting  Daub,^  and  Dawbing  Thos.  Fairclpughs 
house,  55.'  *"Paid  for  8  hundred  of  brick  at  3^.  per 
hun^  for  Thos.  Fairclough  Oven  and  Pigcoat, 
iL  4^.  od'  *  To  Thomas  Welsby  for  Getting  and 
Kidding  of  Gorze,  lod'  Gorse  was  formerly  used  as 
fuel ;  and  *  kidding  *  is  the  old  word  for  binding  into  kids 
or  fagots. 

We  should  put  a  charitable  construction  on  the  way 
in  which  the  constable  for  1759  ends  his  yearly  account : 
we  hope  he  forgot  the  items!  /To  more  A^^  w^^  for 
Brevity  are  here  omitted  at  large,  4/.  Oi*.  iid' 

\  The  frequent  entry  *  given  to  a  man  with  a  pass* 
perhaps  requires  some  explanation.*  In  those  days  any 
person  who  was  even  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  a 
town,  though  at  the  time  being  independent,  might  be 
removed  to  his  native  place,  and  prevented  by  the 
constables  and  overseers  from  gaining  a  settlement  else- 
>vhere. '  These  *  removal  orders '  at  th^  instance  of  what 
the  lawyers  called  *  constructive  chargeability '  were 
frequent ;  so  certificates  were  given  to  ordinary  inhabi- 
tants when  they  went  into  another  parish,  and  passes 
when  they  had  to  go   through   several   parishes   on  a 

*  An  old  Cheshire  rhyme  runs  thus  :— 

*  The  Mayor  of  Altrincham 
And  the  Mayor  of  Over, 
One  is  a  thatcher, 
And  the  other  a  dauber.' 
^  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Norbury,  of  Leigh^  Lancashire,  for  some  notes 
on  this  subject. 
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journey.  This  is  elsewhere  called  a  *  printed  warrant  to 
go  free/  Thus  : — *  Given  to  John  and  James  Anderson 
his  Son  who  were  Shipwrect  on  ye  Coast  of  Scotland 
and  allowed  by  a  printed  Wa"*  to  go  free  seven  weeks 
In  ye  Direct  roade  to  Bristolle  and  to  be  relieved  as  ye 
Con^^^  thought  meet,  i^.'  We  also  find  entries  such 
as  this  : — *  Given  to  a  woman  with  a  request  and  Children 
permitted  to  travill  from  London  to  Northamptonshire, 
6d!  It  would  not  seem  that  she  had  taken  the 
shortest  route  in  passing  through  Sefton ;  but  that  the 
amiable  constable  did  not  stop  to  question.  A  request 
Was  a  privilege  to  solicit  help  which  freed  from  the 
consequence  of  asking  alms  (i.e.  vagabondage),  as 
vagrancy  warrants  were  issued  against  those  who  did 
so.  Thus  we  read  at  intervals : — *  pd.  for  statute  for 
vagarance  3^.  ;'  or,  'pd.  to  a  vagarrant  warrant  i^.  3^.' 

The  Papist  Tax  is  another  point  of  interest,  relating 
to  which  we  find  these  entries  : — 

1723.  *Pd.  for  a  warr*  from  ye  Com***  to  assess  y®  Papist 
Tax  by,  \s!  *  P*^  for  attending  ye  Com"  of  ye  Papist  Tax  att 
Aughton,  6d!  *  Spent  att  severall  times  aboute  laying  ye  Papist 
Tax,  IS.  7i</.*  '  Paid  for  a  collecting  warr*  for  ye  Papist  Tax, 
and  to  Mr.  Byron  for  his  journey,  3^.  6d! 

The  Papist  Tax  was  first  levied  in  1722,  and  we  find 
it  in  9  George  I.  cap.  xviii.,  1722,  as  follows  : — 

An  Act  for  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majesty  by  laying  a  tax 
upon  Papist  etc. 

Recites  Act  i  Geo.  I.  Stat.  2,  C.  50.  That  the  two  third  Parts 
of  Rents  and  Profits  of  lands  of  Popish  Recusants  convict  might 
be  applied  for  suppressing  the  unnatural.  Rebellion  then  lately 
made,  and  Recites  an  Act  i  Geo.  I.  Stat.  2,  C.  55,  reciting  that 
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the  Papists  within  this  Kingdom,  notwithstanding  the  tender 
Regard  that  had  been  shewn  them  for  many  Years  then  last  past . . . 
had  all  or  the  greatest  Part  of  them  been  concerned  in  stirring 
up  and  supporting  the  then  late  unnatural  Rebellion  by  which 
they  had  brought  a  vast  Expence  upon  this  Nation  .  .  .  and  that 
it  was  highly  reasonable  that  they  should  contribute  a  large 
Share  to  all  such  extraordinary  Expences  as  were  or  should  be 
brought  upon  this  Kingdom  by  their  Treachery  and  Instiga- 
tion ...  It  was  thereby  enacted  That  all  and  every  Person  and 
Persons  not  having  taken  the  Oaths  ...  having  any  Estate  or 
Interest  in  any  Lands  .  .  .  who  was  or  should  be  a  Popish  Recu- 
sant or  Papist  or  was  or  should  be  educated  in  the  Popish 
Religion  or  whose  Parent  or  Parents  was  were  or  should  be  a 
Papist  or  Papists  or  who  should  use  or  profess  the  Popish 
Religion  should  .  .  .  take  the  several  Oaths  and  repeat  and 
subscribe  the  Declaration  in  the  same  Act  prescribed  ...  or  in 
Default  thereof  should  register  .  .  .  the  same  .  .  .  under  the 
Penalties  and  Forfeitures  therein  expressed  Recites  a  Report 
of  Commissioners  of  19th  Feb.  17 19  showing  that  the  Rents  of 
Estates  so  registered  amount  to  384,950/.  6s,  6\d, per  Annum  over 
and  above  large  Sums  arising  for  Fines  paid  by  Leasehold  and 
Copyhold  Tenants  to  such  Papists  and  that  it  was  highly 
probable  that  several  Persons  who  ought  to  have  registered 
their  Estates  had  wholly  neglected  so  to  do  Recites  that  it  is 
notorious  that  .  .  .  the  Papists  and  their  Abettors  or  many  of 
them  have  given  several  fresh  Instances  of  their  Readiness  and 
Zeal  in  forming  Plots  and  Conspiracies  and  in  fomenting  and 
stirring  up  Rebellions  and  Disturbances  for  the  wicked  Ends  and 
Purposes  above  mentioned  which  Conspiracies  and  Disturbances, 
have  brought  a  further  great  Expence  and  Burden  upon  your 
Majesty's  good  Subjects  And  therefore  it  is  thought  reasonable 
that  in  Satisfaction  of  such  Share  as  they  ought  to  contribute  to 
the  extraordinary  Expences  brought  upon  this  Kingdom  and 
in  Lieu  of  the  two  third  Parts  of  the  Rents  .  .  •  to  give  due  to 
your  Majesty  within  and  for  one  Year  .  .  .  and  in  Lieu  of  all 
such  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  ...  there  shall  be  raised  levied 
and  collected  the  full  sum  of  100,000/.  upon  such  Papists  and 
others  as  are  hereinafter  described  and  upon  their  respective 
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Estates  .  .  .  and  that  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  your  Majesty 
for  the  use  of  the  Publick.     Usual  Grant  of  the  Commons, 

•icX),ooo/.  to  be  assessed  on  all  Papists  of  i8  years  of  age 
over  and  above  the  double  Taxes  by  the  Land  Tax.  If  the  full 
Sum  charged  be  duly  paid  it  shall  discharge  Papists'  Estates  from 
the  two  thirds  of  the  Rents  thereof  for  one  Year  and  from  all 
penalties  for  Recusancy,  etc. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  find  no  further  reference  to  this 
tyrannous  Act  in  the  Sefton  Books,  saving  those  given  in 
the  year  1723,  when  the  broom  was  a  new  one. 

The  Act,  however,  remained  on  the  Statute  book 
until  the  year  1867,  though  of  course  it  had  long  ceased 
to  have  effect. 

In.  the  year  1789  we  first  find  the  word  inquest  used 
instead  of  a  *  Jury  over  the  dead.*  Before  this  we  find 
the  entries  made  in  this  wise  :  '  ?"*  to  the  juery  when 
Thos.  Aspinwell  was  Drown*^  2s.'  '  P"^  to  the  Juirey  over 
Enoch  Williams  at  Little  Crosbei,  4^.*  '  To  the  Jury 
upon  Thos.  Atherton's  daughter  drownded  2^.'  In  1795 
the  Coroner  is  first  mentioned  : — *  One  half  of  a  Wigan 
Journey  for  the  coroner  to  Henry  Miner  s  Child,  2^.  (>d! 

In  the  same  year  we  find  entered  : — *  Paid  to  the 
County  Treasurer  towards  a  Bill  of  Damages  at  Liverp^ 
by  a  riotous  mob  2/.  16^.  5^^.,*  and  again  in  1805, 
*  Paide  a  Bill  for  a  Riot  at  Liverpool  7/.  os,  6d'  These 
were,  most  likely,  press-gang  riots.  That  in  1 795  would 
be  due  to  a  Bill  passed  that  year  by  which  Liverpool  was 
bound  to  furnish  a  large  number  of  seamen  before  any 
merchant  vessel  could  leave  the  port.  In  1805  the  press- 
gang  was  specially  active  in  consequence  of  the  threatened 
invasion  of  Napoleon. 

There  was  no  organ  in  the  church  before  the  present 
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one  was  erected  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Roth  well  in  182 1. 
The  necessary  music  however,  as  we  learn  from 
the  Churchwardens'  Account  Book,  was  supplied  by  a 
bassoon  and  a  haut-boy  (or,  as  one  clerk  spells  it,  the 
*  Haughty  Boy'!).  In  1802  we  find  that  the  church- 
wardens increased  their  funds  by  selling  the  *  old  bell- 
ropes '  for  ten  shillings,  the  *  old  Bible'  for  2/.  7^.  cv/., 
and  the  'old  stone  off  the  steeple '  (the  top  of  which  was 
blown  down  in  that  year)  for  the  same  amount.  Why 
the  old  Bible  was  thus  disposed  of,  or  to  whom,  we  cannot 
now  ascertain  ;  possibly  the  churchwardens  felt  economi- 
cally inclined  in  view  of  spending  226/.  os.  od.  on  the 
repair  of  the  steeple  ;  if  so,  their  saving  policy  has  pro- 
bably caused  a  fine  old  volume  to  disappear.  An  old 
folio  commentary  on  the  New  Testament  is  still  chained 
to  the  stalls  on  the  north  side  of  the  choir. 

We  find  the  steeple  underwent  repair  prior  to  its 
partial  destruction  in  1802.  Thus  in  the  Churchwardens' 
Accounts  in  1751  : — 

Spent  when  went  about  Steeple  ....  li'.  6d, 
Spent  when  workmen  began  of  the  Steeple  .  .  2s.  od. 
Spent  another  time  about  the  Steeple  ...  2s.  od. 
Spent  when  the  weathercock  was  put  up  .  .  \s.  6d. 
Pd.  for  cleaning  the  Steeple  .....  \s.  6d. 
Pd.  Mr.  Sefton  for  pointing  the  Steeple  as  by  agree- 
ment  15/.  i$s.od. 

For  gilding  the  weathercock  .....  \os,  6d. 

Spent  when  finished  the  Steeple    ....  6s.  6d. 

Nor  perhaps  should  we  omit  to  mention  the  several 
entries  relating  to  what  Ashcroft  has  so  delightfully 
described  as  *  that  pernicious  and  simple  custom  of  white- 
washing.'    The  items  run  thus  : — 

K 
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1752.     ffor  2  muggs  to  whitewash  with  .         .  6d. 

1 76 1.     Spent  when  view'd  Ch'h  before  'twas 

white  wash  t  .....  .     2s.  od. 

1765.    Paid  Mr.  Hilton  for  cleaning  the  church 

after  the  plaisterers  had  finished  .  6d. 

Certainly  the  prices  seem  moderate  for  the  doing  of  so 
much  damage. 

As  may  be  supposed,  the  deciphering  of  these  old 
ledgers  (which  are  mostly  written  in  court-hand)  is 
accompanied  at  tirnes  by  some  difficulty.  It  is  amusing, 
too,  to  come  across  orthography  like  the  *  additional 
accounts  of  Cuthbert  Fazakerlev '  which  run  thus  : — 

1768.  The  a  Dishal  a  Counts  of  Colbart  farzarackoley  and 
James  Glover. 

Spend  on  Eastr-tusday  .                  .  \l.     \5.  od. 

Spend  when  meade  a  presentment  to  Cort  y.  od. 

Spend  when  Gethcred  Large  Breef         .  6s.  od. 

paid  Cuntsables  for  gcthering  Leays       .  4?.  od. 

paid  for  a  mog  for  wight  wash  is.  od. 


our  gorney.  to  Cort . 
for  our  troble  all  the  yere 
for  kiping  thes  a  Counts 
out  of  porat  at  Easter 


2s.  od. 

1 1.    OS.  od. 

6s.  od. 

1 3/.  1 5.$-.  3d. 


We  bring  our  extracts  to  a  close  by  noticing  those 
entries  which  appear  to  have  served  as  an  excuse  for 
some  festivities  : — - 

1 76 1.  Spent  upon  taking  Pondichcrry  in  the  East  Indies, 
Dominico  in  the  West  Indies,  and  gaining  a  battle  over  the 
French  in  Germany,  io.f. 

A  well-spent  half-sovereign,  which  doubtless  brought 
out  the  wardens'  loyalty,  if  it  did  not  directly  aid  in  the 
victories. 
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We  find  the  wardens  providing  themselves  with  a 
hairbrush  at  a,  cost  of  2S.  in  T749,  loyally  spending  6^. 
on  bell-ringing  on  'Duke  William's  birthday'  in  1746, 
while  George  the  Fourth's  birthday  was  honoured  to  the 
amount  of  3/.  17^.  dd.  in  another  year's  accounts;  and 
we  also  find  the  wardens  looking  after  number  one  by 
investing  15^.  ■]\d.  '  to  a  new  umberello.' 

These  old  accounts  are  interesting  as  well  as  instruc- 
tive reading,  throwing  light  as  they  do  on  the  social  life 
of  our  forefathers  and  their  system  of,  parish  management. 
No  doubt  many  old  parishes  throughout  England  pos- 
sess similar  records,  valuable  to  students  of  our  social 
machinery,  as  well  as  to  philologists  and  antiquaries  ; 
and  the  few  extracts  here  given  will  suffice  to  indicate 
the  amount  of  interesting  matter  to  be  gleaned  from  old 
church  registers  and  account  books. 


CHAPTER    VI 

TIIK    MOCK    CORI'ORATION'    OF    SKPIITON 

wf^WO  enlertaining  papers  were  read  before  the 
j£  Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  in 
November  and  December  1881,  by  the  late  Rev. 
Kngelbert  Horley,  which  will  be  found  in  vol.  xxxiii.  of 
the  Transactions  of  the  Society.  It  was  at  first  our  in- 
tention to  confine  the  notice  of  the  mock  corporation  to 
these  papers,  but  further  consideration  led  us  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  better  end  would  be  served  were  we  to  print 
in  full  the  records  together  with  the  late  rector's,  and 
a  few  added,  notes  and  explanations,  instead  of  confining 
ourselves  to  extracts  which  were  of  necessity  chosen  to 
occupy  only  a  limited  space  of  time.     This  course  seemed 
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still  more  advisable  when  we  learnt  that  last  year^  the 
whole  of  the  regalia,  insignia,  and  robes  had  parted  com- 
pany with  the  *  Punch  Bowl,'  having  been  sold  for  41/.  to 
Mr.  Cobham  of  the  'Bears  Paw'  Restaurant,  Liverpool, 
excepting  only  a  portrait  of  the  Recorder  and  the  pewter 
plates  formerly  used  by  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Horley's  notes  will  be  distinguished  by  being 
printed  here  in  brackets  [  J,  and  we  need  not  delay  in 
asking  attention  to  his  excellent  introduction  to  the 
subject. 

[The  mention  of  Mock  Corporations  in  the  local  his- 
tories of  this  country  is  by  no  means  uncommon.  The 
records  of  the  past  and  the  memories  of  persons  still  living 
bear  ample  testimony  to  their  existence.  In  the  third 
volume  of  this'^  society's  publications,  a  laughable  account 
is  given  of  the  Election  of  a  Mock  Mayor  at  Newcastle- 
under-Lyme,  with  a  quaint  illustration,  showing  the  way 
in  which  this  farce  was  observed  so  late  as  the  year  1833. 
The  custom  in  this  instance  originated  in  the  determina- 
tion of  the  people  not  to  be  defrauded  by  the  corporate 
body  of  an  ancient  right.  A  charter  had  been  granted  by 
Henry  II.,  and  confirmed  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  which 
the  burgesses  of  the  town  were  entitled  annually  to  elect 
a  Mayor  ;  but  soon  after  the  date  of  its  confirmation 
(1590)  this  charter  was  invaded  and  usurped  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  whereupon  the  people,  by 
way  of  asserting  their  ancient  liberty,  proceeded  once  a 
year  to  elect  a  Mock  Mayor.    The  ceremony  was  accom- 

*   1887.  *  The  Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire. 
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panied  with  all  kinds  of  buffoonery,  and  often  with  a  spice 
of  bitterness  ;  and  the  whole  day  was  given  up  to  feasting 
and  rioting. 

Another  Mock  Corporation,  deserving  a  passing  notice, 
is  that  of  Walton-le-Dale,^  near  Preston.  .  This  was. 
however,  at  first  a  Jacobite  Club,  established  in  1701,  by 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  Sir  T. 
Sherburne,  Sir  W.  Pennington,  and  others,  for  political 
purposes,  under  the  designation  of  *  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  the  Ancient  Borough  of  Walton.'  But  its 
existence  as  a  political  institution  was  of  short  duration. 
The  surrender  of  Preston  to  General  Carpenter  in  the 
rebellion  of  1715,  and  the  subsequent  death  of  some  of 
its  chief  members,  and  the  dispersion  of  others,  put  an  end 
to  its  proceedings.  Still,  it  continued  to  exist  as  a  Mock 
Corporation,  with  many  whimsical  ceremonies,  till  the  year 
1800.  Dr.  Whitaker  (in  his  History  of  Richmondsliirc) 
observes  that  down  to  the  year  1766  its  meetings  were 
respectable  ;  but  after  that  date  '  it  fell  into  the  hands  of 
inferior  tradesmen,  who  continued  to  assemble  with  some 
of  the  old  formalities,  but  with  neither  the  danger  nor  the 
dignity  of  their  predecessors.'  These  meetings  were 
held  at  a  small  public-house,  now  called  the  *  Unicorn.' 

The  Mock  Corporation  of  Sephton  differed  from  the 
last-named  club,  at  least  in  its  institution,  in  that  it  was 
of  a  purely  social  character.      It   appears  to   have   been 

» 

^  There  was  a  curiously  near  connection  between  VV^alton-le-Dale  and 
Sefton.  In  Whitaker's  History  of  IVhai/ey,  we  find  that  contiguous  to 
Walton  on  the  north  was  the  chapelry  anciently  the  inheritance  of  (ieoffrey 
de  Keurdale,  whose  granddaughter  Joanna  married  Thomas  de  Molineux 
and  carried  this  manor  into  that  family.  Since  the  time  of  Radcliffe 
Assheton,  1 582,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  property  of  the  Asshetons. 
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established  by  Liverpool  gentlemen,  merchants,  and  others, 
for  the  purpose  of  social  intercourse  with  one  another  on 
the  Sabbath  day.  Probably  after  the  toil  and  bustle  of 
the  week  they  longed  for  a  quiet  day  in  the  country  ;  not 
without  the  soothing  influences  of  religion,  for  it  is  gratify- 
ing to  note  in  the  early  records  of  this  Corporation  that  it 
was  the  custom  of  its  members  to  attend  church  twice  a 
day.  Why  they  fixed  upon  Sephton  for  the  place  of  their 
retirement  from  the  busy  world  does  not  appear.  It  may 
be,  the  seclusion  of  the  spot  invited  them  ;  or,  as  I  would 
gladly  believe,  the  beauty  of  the  old  Parish  Church,  which 
they  constantly  style  *  The  Cathedrall,*  had  a  charm  for 
them.  Or  perhaps  some  tradition  of  the  past  turned  their 
steps  in  this  direction  ;  some  recollection  of  the  bowling 
clubs  ^  of  former  days,  for  which,  we  have  recently  been 
told,  Sephton  and  its  neighbourhood  were  once  famous. 
1 1  has  even  been  suggested  that  the  pleasures  of  the  table 
formed  no  slight  attraction,  and  that  the  prospect  of  a 
good  dinner  '^  at  Nellie  Barker  s,  who  was  the  hostess  at 
this  time  of  the  *  Punch  Bowl  Inn,'  and  who  was  in  her 
way  no  mean  artiste  in  culinary  matters,  strongly  deter- 
mined their  choice.  However,  be  this  as  it  may,  hither 
they  repaired,  Sunday  after  Sunday,  as  often  as  the  day 
came  round  and  the  weather  permitted,  in  numbers  more 

'  In  a  letter  dated  1668  occurs  this  passage  : — 

*The  noble  Countess  of  Southampton  hath  here  been  four  or  five  weeks 
among  us  bowling  on  Sephton  Green.'  And  again  in  another  :  *  If  you  could 
have  time  to  make  a  step  into  Lancashire,  I  would  show  you  once  a  week  a 
meeting  of  a  dozen  or  fourteen  gentlemen,  or  more,  who,  after  a  dinner  had 
at  Sefton,  spend  the  afternoon  at  bowls.  My  Lord  Molineux  and  his  son 
(who  is  lately  come  out  of  Italy),  Sir  Edward  Stanley,  my  cousin  Scarisbrick 
and  others,  have  engaged  to  meet  at  Sefton  every  week.' — Cavaliers  Note 
Book^  p.  41. 

^  Some  notice  of  the  bills  of  fare  will  be  {ownA  posted. 
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or  less,  some  on  horseback,  some  in  gig  or  carriage  (not 
by  boat,  for  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Packet  did  not  sail 
on  Sundays),  and  some,  who  lived  within  walking  distance, 
on  foot.  Here  they  were  to  be  found,  enjoying  their 
early  dinner  and  their  visit  to  church  'in  form,'  and  their 
glass  of  wine  after  church  ;  drinking  on  the  mace ; — 
proposing  His  Majesty's  health  and  that  of  the  Lady 
Patronesses  ; — filling  bumpers  to  the  gallant  admirals  and 
seamen  of  the  fleets,  whose  naval  victories  filled  them 
v/ith  unfeigned  delight  ; — electing  their  mayor,  and  con- 
ferring mock  titles  upon  one  another  ; — talking  politics  or 
making  bets  on  a  favourite  horse,  or  a  main  of  cocks  ; — 
listening  to  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Minden,  or  to  a 
strange  company  of  psalm-singers,  attended  by  a  band  of 
music.  Here  they  were  to  be  found,  to  use  their  own 
expression,  frequently  repeated,  '  spending  the  afternoon 
with  the  usual  festivity,  and  closing  the  day  with  the 
utmost  harmony.' 

The  earliest  date  in  connection  with  the  origin  of 
this  Mock  Corporation  that  I  have  been  able  to  discover, 
is  found  upon  a  mace  still  preserved  ^  at  the  '  Punch  Bowl 
Inn.'  Attached  to  it  is  the  following  inscription:  *  The 
gift  of  F.  Cust,  Esq.,  1764.'  This  is  painted  on  one  side 
of  the  head  or  bowl  of  the  mace,  and  on  the  opposite  side 
is  the  representation  of  a  wild  boar,  with  the  motto 
underneath  of  '  Vivimus,'  or  it  may  be  '  Dum  vivimus,' 
but  it  is  difficult  to  say  which,  owing  to  the  obliteration 
of  the  characters.  Whether  this  is  intended  for  the  crest 
and  motto  of  the  giver,  or  for  a  convivial  picture,  with 
its  bo7i  mot,  1  am  unable  to  tell.      In  the  latter  case  it  may 

*  This  was  written  in  1881,  before  the  sale  of  the  regalia. 
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have  been  *  Dum  vivimus  vivamus.'^  After  this  date  ^ 
there  is  no  account  of  the  Corporation  till  the  year  1771, 
when  the  existing  records  begin.  These  are  contained 
in  two  books  of  unequal  size  and  interest.  The  first, 
commencing  with  the  year  1771,  and  extending  to  the 
year  1786,  is  a  small  narrow  book  resembling  an  account 
book,  and  contains  chiefly  a  list  of  members  who  attended 
the  meetings  of  the  Corporation  during  this  period,  with 
very  few  remarks  upon  their  proceedings.  There  are, 
however,  one  or  two  records  worthy  of  notice.  The 
second  book,  though  of  the  same  shape,  is  much  larger 
and  thicker,  being  evidently  intended  for  a  fuller 
report  of  the  meetings.  From  these  books  it  appears 
that  the  meetings  of  the  Corporation  were  held  from  the 
year  1771  to  1783  exclusively  at  Sephton,  in  a  room 
which  received  the  high-sounding  title  of  the  *  Mansion 
House.'  It  was  part  of  the  old  *  Church  Inn,'  which  is 
now  divided  into  two  poor  mean-looking  thatched 
cottages,  one  of  which  still  retains  the  chimney-piece  of 
the  original  chamber.^  After  1783,  chiefly  on  account 
of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  during  the  winter,  the 
meetings  were  held  partly  at  Sephton  and  partly  at 
Bootle :  at  Sephton  during  the  summer  months,  at 
Bootle  during  the  winter  months,  from  the  first  Sunday 
after  October  18  to  the  middle  of  May.  The  place  of 
meeting  at  Bootle  was  called  the  *  Bootle  Coffee  House,' 
traces  of  which,  I  believe,  are  still  to  be  seen  ;  but  its 
name  is  chiefly  preserved  by  the  canal  bridge,  which  was 

^  Or  may  we  suggest  *  Dum  vivimus  bibamus  ? ' 

^  The  account  books  begin  May  i,  1754.   There  is  also  an  entry  December 
21,  1754 — *  By  Aug.  Woodward,  for  Mace,  &c.,  4^.'  (note  of  1888). 
*  The  cottages  no  longer  exist  (1888). 
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built  close  to  it  about  1773-4  (?),  and  which  bears  the 
name  of  *  Coffee  House  Bridge.*  It  is  close  to  the  present 
railway  station. 

The  constitution  of  this  Corporation  was  very  similar 
to  that  of  all  Corporations,  mock  or  otherwise.  It  was 
composed  of  a  Mayor,  two  Bailiffs,  a  Recorder,  a  Town 
Clerk,  a  certain  number  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council 
Men,  a  Sword-  and  Mace-bearer,  a  Bellman,  together  with 
a  number  of  F'ree  Burgesses.  The  Mayor  and  Bailiffs 
(the  Mayor's  Bailiff  and  the  Towns  Bailiff)  were  elected 
annually  on  St.  Luke's  Day,  October  18 — the  ancient  day 
of  electing  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool  till  the  year  1836,  and 
probably  in  imitation  of  it ;  and  on  the  same  day,  or  the 
Sunday  following,  the  other  members  with  a  few  excep- 
tions. Aldermen,  Common  Council  Men,  and  Free  Bur- 
gesses, in  addition  to  the  sober  titles  by  which  they  were 
known,  had  some  mock  office  or  other  conferred  upon 
them,  or  were  reinstated  in  those  they  formerly  enjoyed. 
Thus  it  happened  that  nearly  every  member  bore  some 
whimsical  title.  Very  often  this  was  borrowed  from  the 
business  or  profession  to  which  he  belonged.  Sometimes 
it  was  far  from  flattering.  In  accordance  with  this  rule, 
every  new  member  on  his  admission  into  this  society — 
and  one  or  more  were  admitted  nearly  every  Sunday — 
received  at  the  time,  or  on  the  Sunday  following,  at  the 
dictation  of  the  members  then  in  council  assembled,  a 
mock  distinction.  Another  custom  connected  with  the 
admission  of  members  was  drinking  on  the  mace.  The 
aspiring  candidate  had  to  take  '  the  oath,'  and  then  drain 
the  mace,  if  possible  at  a  breath,  ani^evo-TL,  as  the  Greeks 
expressed  it,  at  a  wind,  or  at  one  tip  {i.e.  of  the  mace). 
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as  the  records  describe  it.  For  this  purpose  one  of  the 
smaller  maces  had  a  movable  top,  which,  being  taken  off, 
revealed  a  hollow  space  in  the  shape  of  a  cup,  containing 
about  half  a  pint.  Sometimes  the  draught,  which  was  ot 
punch,  wine,  ale,  or  porter,  according  to  the  taste  of  the 
member  elect,  is  spoken  of  as  being  a  pint  and  sometimes 
half  a  pint.  The  mace  already  mentioned  could  never 
have  contained  more  than  the  latter  quantity  ;  but  a 
measure  of  larger  capacity  must  have  been  used  on  occa- 
sions, and  I  have  been  informed  that  at  a  later,  and  I 
may  add  more  degenerate,  period  in  the  history  of  this 
Corporation,  a  large  glass  goblet  was  substituted  for  the 
mace,  which  contained  at  the  very  least  a  pint.  Much 
merriment  was  caused  by  the  way  in  which  the  different 
candidates  accomplished  this  feat,  especially  when,  not 
content  with  two,  they  made  three  or  even  four  *  bites  at 
a  cherry.'  Another  custom  that  was  observed  on  the  day 
of  the  Mayor  s  election,  or  the  Sunday  following,  was  the 
appointment  of  a  Lady  Patroness  for  the  ensuing  year. 
This  was  determined  by  competition,  the  members  present 
bidding  so  much  wine  (sometimes  many  dozens)  for  the 
privilege  of  nominating  the  lady.  Towards  the  close  of 
these  records  this  practice  was  abandoned,  it  being 
deemed  rather  below  the  dignity  of  the  Corporation  to 
have  their  Lady  Patroness  put  up  to  auction  and  knocked 
down  to  the  highest  bidder  ;  and  the  nomination  in  future 
was  left  to  the  Mayor. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place,  nor  devoid  of  interest,  by 
way  of  further  introduction,  if  a  list  of  Mayors,  Lady 
Patronesses,  mock  titles,  and  also  an  illustration  or  two 
of  the  custom  of  drinking  on  the  mace  be  given.     The 
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names  of  the  Mayors  have  been  gathered,  not  only  from 
the  Records  but  from  the  desks  of  the  pew  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation  were  wont  to  occupy  in  Sephton 
church.  This  pew  is  still  to  be  seen/  in  much  the  same 
condition  as  it  was  one  hundred  years  ago,  with  its  three 
rows  of  seats  for  the  Burgesses,  and  a  separate  square  box 
for  the  Mayor.  In  some  cases  the  names  are  deeply  en- 
graved, in  others  lightly  traced  in  lead,  though  still  quite 
legible.] 


780 
784 

785 
786 

788 

789 
790 
791 
792 

793 

794 

795 
796 


Esq 


797 
798 
801 
804 
806 
809 


Joseph  Ward,  Esq. 

Thos.  Holland,  Esq.,  or  Right 

Hon.  Lord  Holland 
Sam.  Cheshyre,  Esq. 
Edvv.  Banner,  Esq. 
Thos.  Payne,  Esq. 
Wm.  Henry  Lickbarrovv 
John  Stanton,  Esq. 
Wm.  Ncilson,  Esq. 
John  Stanton,  Eeq. 
W.  J.  Calcott,  Esq. 
Wm.  Unsworth,  Esq. 
W.  J.  Calcott,  Esq. 
James  Astlcy,  Esq. 
Thos.  Newsham,  Esq. 
Wm.  Hadkinson,  Esq. 
Elijah  Cobham,  Esq. 
Thos.  W^oodward,  Esq. 
W.  B.  Lill,  Esq. 
Bridge,  Esq. 


R.  Fotheringham,  Esq. 

T.  Armstrong,  Esq. 
No  date  Jas.  Oakes,  Esq. 
No  date     John  Mills,  Esq. 


Mayor. 

(Pew) 

>i 

» 

fi 

>i 

♦> 

» 

»» 

» 

>» 

>i 

»» 

>i 

yy 

Feb.  7, 

y> 

»» 

♦  > 

.♦» 

(Pew) 

• 

? 

? 

» 

? 

*  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  whatever  happens  to  the  other  square  pews  in 
the  church,  this  one  will  be  retained  in  evidence  of  an  old  social  custom 
which  combined  pleasure  with  religion.—  Note  of  1887. 
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The  list  of  Lady  Patronesses  is  as  follotvs : — 


1785 

Miss  Proctor. 

1787 

Miss  Jackson. 

1788 

Miss  Backhouse,  of  Everton. 

1789 

Miss  Roth  well,  of  Sephton. 

1790 

Miss  Fanny  Woodville. 

I79I 

Miss  Frances  Backhouse,  of  Everton. 

1792 

Miss  Atherton. 

• 

1793 

Miss  Lawson. 

1794 

Miss  Margaret  Backhouse,  of  Everton. 

1795 

Miss  Matilda  Woodville. 

1796 

Miss  Martha  Pickering. 

1797 

Miss  Backhouse. 

Miss  Betsey  Clegge. 

1798 

Miss  Staniforth. 

Mock  Titles  .•— 

Alderman  Whalley 
Mr.  Alex.  Wotherspoon 
Mr.  Thos.  Newsham 
Mr.  Edw.  Newsham 
Mr.  Williames 
Mr.  Gaskell    . 

Mr.  Wm.  Doughty 

Mr.  Hans  Dumpe  . 

Mr.  Chas.  Wilson  . 

Mr.  J.  C.  H.  Garbers 
Mr.  Edw.  Banner  . 
Mr.  Astley     . 
Mr.  John  Stanton  . 
Mr.  A.  Molineux    . 
Mr.  Ogden     . 
Mr.  McLean 


Master  of  Harriers. 

An  African  Committee  Man. 

Punch  Maker. 

Attorney  General. 

Master  of  the  Dramatis  Personam. 

Commissioner  to  the  Hackney 
Coaches. 

Pedestrian  Ambassador  to  the 
Court  of  Russia. 

Translator  of  the  Oriental  Lan- 
guages. 

Governor  of  the  Tantum  Quarry 
on  the  Gold  Coast. 

Imperial  German  Ambassador. 

Ranger  of  the  Forests. 

Master  of  Fox  Hounds. 

Contractor  for  Gunpowder. 

Brazier  and  Tinker  General. 

Poet  Laureate. 

Butter  Weigher. 
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Mr.  Richardson  Window  Peeper 

Mr.  Westmacott  Statuary. 

Mr.  Chas.  Eyes      .  Architect. 

Mr.  Cobham  Richardson  Inspector  of  the  Coney  Warren. 

Mr.  Sam.  Patten    .  One  of  the  Clerks  of  the   Court 

of  Conscience. 
Mr.  Thompson  Chafe-wax.* 

Mr.  Alex.  Pigott    .  Admiral  of  the  North  Seas. 

Mr.  George  Bevan.  Chief  Justice  in  Eyre. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Christian  Master  of  the  Revels. 

Mr.  Lodge     ....     American  Consul. 
Mr.  Hebblethwaite  Prince  of  Anamaboe,  or  Palaver 

Settler. 
Mr.  Matthews         .  Hooper,   Cooper,    and    Powder 

Keg  Maker. 

[These  are  a  few  taken  from  a  large  number,  the  list 
of  members  mentioned  in  these  records  amounting  to 
more  than  300,  nearly  200  of  w^hich  appear  in  Gores 
Directory  oi  1791,  as  Liverpool  gentlemen,  merchants, 
and  tradesmen. 

The  following  are  a  few  instances  of  members  drink- 
ing on  the  mace  on  being  made  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion, or  on  receiving  mock  titles  : — ] 

At  Sephton,  Sunday,  the  7th  September,  1788. — Mr.  Thos. 
Newsham  in  a  short  and  pithy  speech  begged  leave  to  propose  Mr. 
William  Stanistrcet  junr.  of  Liverpool  as  a  fit  and  proper  person 
to  be  admitted  a  freeman  of  this  ancient  and  loyal  Corporation, 
and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  James  Williamson  it  was 
carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Stanistreet  accord- 
ingly took  the  ancient  oath  in  the  accustomed  way,  drank  his 
ale  with  honourable  and  meritorious  alacrity  and  avidity,  and  was 
recorded  in  due  form. 

Mr.  Josiah  Williamson  begged  leave  to  propose  Mr.  John 

'  Wax  melter.     Note  of  1887. 
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Clarke  junr.  Grocer  of  Liverpool  as  a  proper  person  to  be  ad- 
mitted a  Freeman  of  this  ancient  and  loyal  Corporation,  and  the 
motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Nevvsham,it  was  carried 
unanimously  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Clarke  accordingly  took 
the  ancient  oath  in  the  accustomed  way,  drank  his  ale  with  con- 
stitutional firmness  and  temperate  avidity,  and  was  recorded  in 
due  form. 

At  Scphton,  on  Sunday,  the  12th  Oct.  1788. — Mr.  Lickbarrow 
begged  leave  to  propose  Mr.  Lewis  Charles  Daubuzof  Falmouth 
as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  a  Burgess,  and  the 
motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Williamson  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  and  Mr.  Daubuz  having  drunk  his  wine  and  water 
instead  of  ale  was  admitted  in  form  with  the  usual  ceremonies. 
N.B. — Mr.  Daubuz  could  not  drink  ale  and  he  was  therefore  in- 
dulged with  wine  and  water  in  preference,  which  he  drank  man- 
fully. 

At  Sephton,  Sunday,  26th  Sept.  1790. — Mr.  Burgess  Met- 
calfe on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  .seconded  by  the  Recorder,  was 
unanimously  admitted  Governor  of  the  Settlements  belonging  to 
the  Corporation  at  Botany  Bay,  on  which  occasion  he  took  the 
ancient  oath  of  office  in  a  stile  \sic\  which  distinguished  him  as 
a  proper  person  to  be  sent  to  so  distant  a  settlement. 

Mr.  Andrew  Fillan  (an  ancient  Burgess)  on  the  motion  of 
Burgess  Cobham  seconded  by  the  Recorder  was  unanimously 
admitted  Physician  to  the  Corporation,  on  which  occasion  he 
took  the  oath  of  office  in  such  a  manner  as  convinced  the  com- 
pany present  that  he  was  fonder  of  the  contents  of  the  Mace  than 
any  draught  in  the  whole  Materia  Medica. 

At  Bootle,  4th  Dec.  1791. — On  the  motion  of  Burgess 
Taylor,  seconded  by  the  Recorder,  Mr.  Martin  was  unanimously 
voted  and  admitted  Historical  Painter  to  the  ancient  and  loyal 
Corporation,  on  which  occasion  he  took  the  oath  of  office  in 
such  a  style  of  composition  as  pourtrayed  with  colour  and  effect 
the  excellency  of  the  wine  that  dignified  the  artist's  draught 
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[It  should  be  stated  that  Mr.  Martin  had  just  expressed 
a  wish  to  present  two  emblematical  paintings  to  the 
corporation  to  decorate  the  new  council  chamber  with, 
at  Bootle,  for  which  liberal  offer  he  had  received  the 
unanimous  thanks  of  the  corporation  and  his  admission 
to  freedom  as  an  honorary  donation.] 

The  late  rector  calls  attention  to  special  points  of 
interest  in  the  doings  of  the  corporation,  and  his  remarks 
may  well  follow  here  consecutively. 

He  notices  the  '  Bills  of  Fare'  that  were  submitted  to 
the  corporation,  thus  :  — 

[I  now  pass  on  to  a  subject  perhaps  a  little  more 
interesting,  and  that  is  the  bills  of  fare  that  were  submitted 
to  the  mock  corporation  from  time  to  time,  together 
with  other  matters  connected  with  the  subject  of  eating 
and  drinking.  On  ordinary  occasions  it  would  seem 
that  the  fare  was  exceedingly  simple,  and  the  charge 
very  moderate,  li*.  per  head,  which  in  1790  was  raised 
to  IS.  6d,y  but  on  special  occasions  and  gala  days  an 
exception  was  made,  and  a  more  sumptuous  repast 
was  laid  before  them,  when  I  have  no  doubt  a  larger 
sum  per  head  was  also  demanded.  As  an  instance 
of  the  former,  I  may  quote  an  entry  made  on  January  8, 
1774,  wherein  the  simple  but  solid  fare  of  Old  England 
is  dwelt  upon.  After  the  record  of  the  names  of  those 
who  attended  on  this  day  comes  the  following  entry  : — ] 

Beef  stakes  \sic\  in  Plenty. 

[But  on  another  occasion  we  find  the  following  : — ] 
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Bootle,  28  Oct.  1787. 

This  being  the  first  day  of  meeting  at  Bootle   Mr.  Halliwell 
provided  two  excellent  Muggs  of  Turtle. 
N.B.  No  green  Fatt  left. 

[How  long  turtle  had  been  esteemed  a  luxury  at  this 
time  I  cannot  say,  but  Dr.  Johnson  in  his  dictionary,  under 
the  word  '  turtle,'  says  it  is  a  word  used  by  sailors  and 
gluttons  to  signify  a  tortoise.  The  word  '  mugg '  is 
amusing.     Again  : — ] 

*At  Bootle,  on  Sunday,  the  4th  January,  1789,  being  the 
First  Sunday  in  the  New  Year. 

Present :  Mr.  Alderman  Whalley  in  ye  Chair 
Mr.  Recorder. 

who  dined  together  on  the  following  dishes  viz.  : — 

A  Boiled  Cod  Fish  and  trimmings. 
A  Couple  of  Boird  Fowls  with  proper  sauce. 
A  Roasted  shoulder  of  Mutton. 
A  Roasted  spare  rib  of  Pork. 
A  Plumb  pudding,  most  excellent. 

Minc'd  pyes,  toasted  cheese,  and  some  pretty  tippling  ale 
brewed  on  purpose  by  Alderman  Banner. 

[A  fair  repast  for  two  men,  though  of  course  more 
were  expected.    However,  we  will  see  how  they  managed.] 

They  dined  like  men  of  Gath  and  proved  the  strength  of  the 
human  appetite  ad  maximum,  and  concluded  their  repast  with  a 
Bottle  of  Good  old  Zerr}''  from  the  vaults  of  Alderman  Newsham 
the  Corporation  Vintner. 

At  Sephton,  on  Sunday,  the  26th  July,  1789.     15  present. 

Yesterday  being  St.  James's  Day,  the  Fair  was  walked 
according  to  antient  usage. 

N.B.  There  was  excellent  Westphalia  Ham  and  Best  London 
Particular  Madeira,  on  the  occasion  in  the  Council  Chamber. 
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[Again  :] 


At  Sephton,  on  Sunday,  the  30th  May,  1790. 
Present :  Mr.  Recorder  in  the  Chair 


Ancient 
Burgesses 


Mr.  Robert  Preston 
Mr.  George  Be  van 

all  of  whom  dined  together,  avec  Bon  appetit  on  the  following 
dishes  which  were  cooked  in  such  a  superior  stile  as  hath  seldom 
been  shewn,  save  on  Gala  days,  viz  : — 

A  Calve's  Head  (boiled.) 

The  Calve's  Brains  and  Red  Rage. 

A  Leg  of  Mutton  (roasted.) 

A  nice  Yorkshire  pudding  in  ye  Dripping  Pan. 

A  dish  of  nice  old  potatoes. 

A  most  excellent  sallad  dressed  by  Burgess  Bevan. 

Gooseberry  tarts. 

Newborough  cheese  &c.,  &c. 

And  a  Bottle  of  good  old  wine  vintage.  M  :  D  :  C  :  L :  X  : 

After  dinner  the  Triumvirate  went  to  church,  and  were  much 
edified  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Burgess  Johnson,  who  preached 
just  fifteen  minutes  and  nine  seconds  and  three  quarters  of 
another  second,  by  three  stop-watches  held  by  the  umpires, 
which  did  not  vary  the  one  hundred-thousandth  part  of  half  a 
second. 

[Newborough  cheese  and  a  bottle  of  good  old  wine, 
probably  port ;  its  age  was  1 30  years  ( I  was  very  careful 
in  copying  the  original  letters). 

Another  entry  is  as  follows  : — ] 

Sephton  Oct.  25  1795. 

Present :  His  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Bailiff,  J.  Taylor 
Burgess  Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  with  the  gtest.  composure  upon.  A  fine 
Hare  (sent  by  the  Constable  Darran),  and  the  following  Dishes  : — 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEP ff TON       147 

Roast  Goose. 

Jibblet  Pye. 

Ribs  of  Beef  wth  Potatoes. 

Puddings,  Tarts  &c.,  &c. 

In  reference  to  another  point  of  great  interest,  showing 
that  our  corporation  amid  its  fat  turtle  and  old  wine 
was  still  alive  to  the  dictates  of  charity,  Mr.  Horley 
says  : — 

[I  now  turn  to  another  subject  which  is  not  without 
interest,  and  that  is  the  mention  of  the  Blue  Coat  School 
of  Liverpool,  in  connection  with  this  mock  corporation. 
It  seems  to  have  been  the  custom  for  the  boys  of  this 
excellent  institution  to  come  out  to  Sephton  once  a  year, 
and  attend  church  with  their  clergymen  and  teachers. 
How  they  reached  Sephton  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover ;  as  their  visit  was  always  on  a  Sunday — Waiting 
Sunday,  i.e.,  the  Sunday  next  before  St.  Luke's  Day — 
they  could  not  have  come  by  the  canal,  because  the  Leeds 
and  Liverpool  Wigan  Packet  did  not  ^^/7  on  Sundays.  I 
am  therefore  led  to  believe  that  they  were  conveyed 
(probably  to  the  number  of  100  boys)  to  Sephton  in 
waggons  or  vans. 

The  first  mention  of  their  attendance  is  as  follows  : — ^] 

At  Sephton,  on  Sunday,  the  12th  Oct.,  1788. 

And  It  is  further  to  be  noted  that  on  account  of  this  being 
waiting  Sunday  ye  Corporation  were  honoured  with  the  attend- 
ance of  the  Blue  Boys. 

[In  the  following  year,  1789,  the  fact  is  thus  recorded  :] 

At  Sephton  Oct.  nth,  1789. 

The  Corporation  were  attended  to  Church  by  the  Charity 

Children,  agreeable  to  antient  custom.     . 

\.  2 
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[In  1790  their  visit  is  thus  recorded  : — ] 

At  Sephton,  the  24th  Oct.,  1790. 

Being  waiting  Sunday  his  worship  was  attended  to  Church 
by  the  Blue  coat  Hospital  Boys,  supported  from  the  revenues 
arising  from  the  Corporation  Estate,  where  an  excellent  Sermon 
was  delivered  upon  the  liberty  of  Burgesses  at  large. 

[Here  Waiting  Sunday  is  the  Sunday  after  October  1 8. 

In  1 79 1  there  was  no  attendance  of  the  members  of 
the  corporation  between  Sunday,  September  25,  and 
Tuesday,  October  18,  consequently  no  mention  of  the 
Blue  Boys. 

In  1792  the  visit  of  the  Blue  Boys  is  thus  re- 
corded : — ] 

At  Sephton,  the  21st  Oct.,  1792.  13  present. 
All  of  whom  dined  together,  and  it  being  waiting  Sunday, 
the  Charity  Boys  attended  as  usual,  to  accompany  his  worship 
to  the  Parish  Church — he  was  attended  by  Col.  Tarleton,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  byrough,  and  a  greater  number  of  the 
Council,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Town,  than  any  of  his  prede- 
cessors for  a  number  of  years. 

W.  Unsworth,  Mayor. 
Waiting  Sunday,  after  the  iSth. 

[In  1793,  no  attendance  on  Sunday,  October  13.  No 
mention. 

In  1794,  only  two  members  present  on  October  12. 
No  mention. 

In  1795,  only  one  member  present  October  11.  No 
mention. 

In  1796.  We  find  the  following  mention  of  the  Blue 
Coat  Hospital  Boys  : — ] 
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Sephton,  the  23  rd  Oct.  1796. 

[Waiting  Sunday  again  misplaced.] 

The  day  beinp^  rather  unfavourable  the  Mayor  elect,  and 
Bailiffs  did  not  attend,  therefore  the  Charity  Boys  (who  were  all 
in  readiness)  went  to  Church  with  their  Pastors  only. 

[And  again  in  1797  : — ] 

At  Sephton,  the  15  Oct.  1797. 

Agreeable  to  ancient  custom  the  Charity  Boys  attended  the 
Deputy  Mayor  to  Church  and  strongly  convinced  them  of  the 
propriety  of  supporting  as  much  as  possible  so  laudable  an 
institution. 

The  visits  of  the  Blue  Boys  were  doubtless  due  not 
only  to  the  civic  custom  by  which  mayors  attended  church 
to  hear  charity  sermons  &c.,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  three 
or  four  members  of  the  mock  corporation  were  among 
the  fifty  trustees.  No  collection  is,  however,  in  this 
instance  recorded  ;  though  on  one  occasion  a  collection 
preceded  the  gathering  by  two  or  three  weeks. 

At  Sephton  i6th  Sept.  1792.     22  present. 

The  Revd.  R.  Rothwell  visited  the  company  after  dinner. 

A  Charity  Sermon  was  this  Day  preached  at  the  Parish 
Church  of  this  borough  by  the  Revd.  R.  Rothwell,  and  a  collec- 
tion of  19/.  19J".  2\d,  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Liverpool  In- 
firmary. 

\s.  6d.  has  since  been  received  in  addition  to  the  subscription 
for  the  Infirmary  which  makes  the  whole  amount  20/.  os.  8^^. 

Afterwards  Mr.  Bailiff  Banner  received  and  paid  the  Mayor 
for  Bennefit  as  above  20/.  oj.  8^^.* 

*  The  infirmary,  opened  in  1749,  contained  170  beds.  It  was  supported 
by  annual  subscriptions  amounting  to  about  1,300/.  The  annual  expenses 
amounted  to  about  2,300/.  (see  Gore,  1791).  It  was  almost  the  only  institu- 
tion of  the  kind  at  this  time,  the  dispensary  being  opened  in  1778. 
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We  proceed  now  to  the  records,  but  as  Vol.  I.  of  these 
contains,  with  few  exceptions,  little  of  interest  beyond  the 
list  of  members  who  attended  the  meetings  from  1771  to 
1786,  we  repeat  only  from  it  the  extracts  selected  by 
Mr.  Horley  : — 

Sunday  24th  Oct.  1773. — Mr.  (Bellman)  Bradkirk  having  re- 
quested the  Corporation  to  present  him  with  a  livery,  it  is  ordered 
that  the  Corporation  tailor  make  a  yellow  coat  and  waistcoat 
turned  up  with  blue,  cross  gartered  stockings,  the  cap  of  liberty 
with  bells  annexed  to  it,  and  present  the  same  to  him  as  the  gift 
of  the  Corporation  of  Sephton  on  the  1st.  of  April  next. 

Peter  Ellames,  Recorder. 

[Amongst  other  duties  it  was  the  bellman's  office  to 
proclaim  silence  upon  pain  of  imprisonment  whilst  a  free- 
man was  being  sworn  in.  On  one  occasion  the  records 
inform  us  the  candidate  was  so  disconcerted  by  the  sound 
of  the  bell  that  he  broke  down  in  quaffing  the  accustomed 
libation.] 

It  may  be  noted  in  reference  to  the  yellow  coat  and 
waistcoat  that  this  was  the  penitence  dress  for  having 
imbibed  too  much  liquor  among  the  Greenwich  Pen- 
sioners, and  likely  at  other  institutions  at  this  period. 
Wherein  we  can  see  a  possibly  sly  hit  at  Mr.  Bradkirk's 
condition  on  making  his  request. 

29th  January  1784. — The  sporting  Recorder  Mr.  Williamson 
lays  Mr.  Cheshyre  a  Rump  and  dozen  of  wine  that  Miss  Bonor 
and  Miss  Taylor  have  each  in  the  course  of  their  lives  smoked 
10  pipes  of  tobacco. 

Note. — It  was  understood  by  the  two  gentlemen  that  those 
only  who  are  now  present  are  to  partake  of  the  wager. 

When  the  Town  Clerk  read  to  the  Company  the  minute  of 
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the  last  wager,  Mr.  Williamson  rose  and  said  that  the  entry  was 
erroneous,  his  wager  being  that  the  two  ladies  or  either  of  them 
had  smoked  20  pipes.  Whereupon  the  sense  of  the  company  was 
taken. 

For  the  wager  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  entry     .     7 
Against  it .3 

Majority 4 

Mr.  Williamson  still  being  dissatisfied  the  company  with  the 
consent  of  Mr.  Cheshyre  agreed  to  remit  the  wager  down  to  a 
single  crown,  which  was  paid  to  the  Mayor  by  Mr.  Cheshyre. 
The  wager  being  proposed  by  Mr.  Williamson  it  will  be  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  prove  within  i  month  that  Mr.  Cheshyre  has 
lost,  or  to  return  the  crown. 

[The  accomplished  ladies  who  were  the  subject  of 
the  above  wager  will  not  be  found  on  the  list  of  the  lady 
patronesses,  nor  have  1  been  able  to  discover  any  clue  to 
their  identity.] 

7th  March  1784. — Mr.  Alderman  Newsham  (an  arrant  tory) 
having  made  a  motion  for  an  address  to  his  Majesty  approving 
of  the  removal  of  the  late  Ministers,  the  same  was  seconded  by 
Burgess  Baynes,  but  Mr.  Recorder  having  made  a  motion  that 
the  sense  of  the  Corporation  at  large  should  be  taken,  the  same 
was  accordingly  taken,  when  the  previous  motion  was  lost  by  a 
considerable  majority,  the  worshipful  the  Mayor,  who  voted  for 
the  address,  being  left  in  the  minority. 

Mr.  Bailifife  Howard  moved  that  the  Freedom  of  this  ancient 
and  loyal  Corporation  should  be  given  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Charles  James  Fox  for  his  steady  conduct  in  support  of  the 
privileges  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  that  the  same  should 
be  presented  in  a  box  made  out  of  the  best  oak  tree  now  growing 
on  this  Corporation  estate,  which  motion  was  seconded  by  the 
Worshipful  the  Mayor,  but  Mr.  Bailiff  Howard  demanding  the 
sense  of  this  corporation  to  be  taken  a  division  was  had,  when 
upon  casting  up  the  votes  there  appeared, 
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For  the  motion 9 

Against  it 6 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  Halter      .       . .         .3 

Mr.  Woodward  moved  that  the  Freedom  of  this  Corporation 
be  presented  to  the  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt  for  his  zeal- 
ous attachment  to  the  due  exercises  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Crown  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  which  motion  was  seconded 
by  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  but  a  division  being  demanded  by 
Mr.  Welch,  the  same  was  had  accordingly  when  there  appeared 

For  the  motion 10 

Against  it 5 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  Freedom  of  this 

Corporation  being  presented  to  Mr,  Pitt     .       5 

Mr.  Recorder  then  rose  with  great  gravity  and  having  pro- 
fessed himself  a  disinterested  friend  of  this  Corporation  and  an 
admirer  of  the  principles  on  which  it  was  originally  founded, 
moved  that  before  the  bringing  in  of  the  House  Bill  for  this  day's 
expenses  a  plate  of  ham  and  hung  beef  and  biscuits  and  butter 
be  immediately  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  Corporation  at  this 
meeting,  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Fowden,  and  it 
appearing  that  the  rest  of  the  members  of  this  Corporation  were 
not  very  muck  averse  to  it^  the  same  was  carried  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Bailiff  Cheshyre  then  moved  that  on  account  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt  to  the  Freedom 
of  this  ancient  and  loyal  Corporation  and  the  satisfaction  the  Cor- 
poration feels  on  having  admitted  Mr.  Pitt  thereto,  that  the  sum 
of  one  guinea  be  paid  by  the  Corporation  Treasurer  towards  this 
day's  expenses,  the  same  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Mayor,  and  carried 
without  a  division. 

[The  language  of  the  previous  motions  seems  to  have 
been  borrowed  from,  or  at  least  suggested  by,  the  Parlia- 
mentary reports  and  the  public  transactions  of  those 
stirring  times.     Thus  Mr.  Powys,  speaking  in  the  House 
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of  Commons  on  February  2,  1784,  upon  the  proposed 
coalition  of  Pitt  and  Fox,  declared  that  he  did  not  wish 
the  former  to  quit  the  fortress  in  which  he  was  at  present, 
and  come  with  a  servile  humility,  or  with  a  halter  round 
his  neck,  to  deliver  up  its  keys  to  the  besiegers.  (Hughes, 
'  History  of  England.') 

The  same  writer  also  informs  us  that  on  February  10 
in  the  same  year  the  city  of  London  voted  Mr.  Pitt 
not  only  thanks  for  his  able,  upright,  and  disinterested 
conduct  in  the  present  alarming  and  critical  juncture  of 
affairs,  but  the  freedom  of  the  city,  in  a  gold  box,  as  a 
mark  of  gratitude  for  his  zeal  in  supporting  the  legal 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown  and  constitutional  rights  of  the 
people.] 

Monday  i8th  October  1784. — The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  had 
moved  that  the  freedom  of  this  ancient  and  loyal  Corporation  be 
given  (in  a  box  made  of  oak)  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Hood  for  his  gallant  behaviour  in  supporting  the  British  Flag ; 
the  same  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailiff  Howard  and  passed  nem. 
con.,  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  elect  do 
wait  upon  his  Lordship  and  signify  the  same  to  him. 

On  account  of  the  freedom  of  this  Corporation  being  granted 
to  the  truly  gallant  Lord  Hood  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Bailiff 
Howard  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Banner  and  carried  nem.  con., 
that  one  guinea  be  spent  out  of  the  Corporation  Fund. 

His  late  Worship  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Coroner  Whalley, 
that  the  Corporation  of  the  ancient  Borough  of  Sephton  do  after 
this  day  meet  at  the  House  of  Thos.  Halliwell  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Bootle  Coffee  House  till  such  time  as  the 
season  will  permit  them  to  revisit  Sephton. 

[Lord  Hood  was  feted  in  Liverpool,  in  October  1783, 
for  several  days,  with  great  eclat.  The  gallant  seaman 
was  one  of  a  bright  cluster  of  naval  heroes  that  arose  at 


154  SEFTON 

this  time  on  the  firmament  of  England's  history.  Keppel, 
Hawke,  Howe,  Rodney,  Jervis,  &c.,  are  names  that  will 
occur  at  once  to  the  readers  of  past  events.  This  con- 
stellation culminated  in  the  daring  exploits  and  splendid 
victories  of  Nelson  ;  and  then  with  the  emergency  that 
called  it  up,  waned  from  sight.  It  left,  however,  behind  it 
a  halo  which  has  clung  to  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  ever 
since  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Hood  was  created  a  baronet  in  1778,  as  a  reward  for 
his  achievements,  and  was  elevated  to  the  peerage  of 
Ireland,  September  12,  1782,  as  Baron  Hood  of  Cather- 
ington,  upon  his  brilliant  success  whilst  serving  under 
Rodney,  over  the  French  fleet  which  was  about  to  attack 
Jamaica.  Admiral  Rodney  performed  on  this  occasion  a 
skilful  manoeuvre  which  was  afterwards  adopted  by  Nelson 
with  such  memorable  results,  viz.,  that  of  breaking  the 
enemy's  line  and  placing  his  vessels  between  two  fires. 
The  fruits  of  this  victory,  achieved  on  April  12,  1782, 
were  the  capture  of  the  French  Admiral,  Le  Comte  de 
Grasse,  with  six  ships  of  his  fleet,  and,  in  the  following 
year,  the  Peace  of  Versailles.] 

Sunday  31st  October,  1784. — This  day  being  Waiting  Sunday 
the  Mayor  elect  took  the  Oaths  of  Office  and  his  seat  accordingly. 

Advertisement 

Whereas  the  Regalia  belonging  to  this  ancient  Corporation 
was  stole  [sic]  in  the  night  of  Tuesday  last  by  some  person  or 
persons  unknown,  a  reward  of  one  hundred  Guineas  is  hereby 
offered  by  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  to  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  give  information  of  one  or  more  of  the  offenders  con- 
cerned in  the  aforesaid  Felony,  to  be  paid  upon  conviction,  by 
the  Treasurer  of  this  corporation. 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEPHTON       155 

On  account  of  the  depredations  committed  here  nightly,  a 
patrole  is  appointed  to  preserve  the  peace  of  this  Corporation, 
and  Capt.  Thos.  Duke  is  appointed  to  command  the  same. 

[It  would  almost  seem  as  if  there  was  a  kind  of  mania 
about  this  time  for  felonies  of  the  above  description,  the 
glittering  insignia  forming  an  unusual  attraction  toa  certain 
class  of  minds  ;  for,  to  compare  great  things  with  small, 
we  are  told  in  the  annals  of  Baines  and  Gore  that  the 
Exchange  at  Liverpool  was  robbed,  on  February  26  in 
this  year,  by  Charles  Coney,  of  the  large  silver  mace,  the 
two  smaller  ones,  and  the  silver  oar,  &c.  The  depredator 
was  detected,  tried  at  the  following  Lancaster  Assizes, 
and  executed.  Again,  on  March  24  in  the  following  year, 
1785.  the  day  before  the  dissolution  of  Parliament,  the 
great  seal  of  England  was  stolen  from  the  house  of  Lord 
Chancellor  Thurlow  in  Great  Ormond  Street,  and  never 
recovered.  The  corporation  records  do  not  state  what 
success  attended  the  offer  of  *  one  hundred  guineas,'  but 
it  may  be  presumed  that  the  stolen  property,  if  really 
carried  off,  was  duly  recovered,  as  the  regalia  are  alluded 
to  from  time  to  time,  and  were  in  constant  requisition 
after  this  event.  I  may  here  mention  that  the  regalia  of 
this  corporation  which  remain,  and  which  are  still  ^  pre- 
served at  the  *  Punch  Bowt  Inn,'  consist  of  two  large 
maces  and  two  small  ones  (one  with  a  movable  top),  a 
sword  with  a  jewelled  hilt  and  a  kind  of  emblematic 
device  with  the  words  *  Laetitia  et  amicitia '  upon  it,  two 
or  three  wands,  cocked  hats,  and  gowns,  the  last-named 
very  much  decayed.] 

I  1881. 
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The  same  date. — The  Ranger  of  the  Corporation  Estate  and 
Inspector  of  the  Game  Laws  paid  five  bottles  of  wine  for  nomi- 
nating a  Lady  Patroness  to  this  society  for  the  year  ensuing  and 
named  Miss  Proctor,  which  Lady  was  unanimously  approved  off 
\sic\  and  upon  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Alderman  Whalley  her 
health  was  drank  \sic'\  round  in  a  half-pint  glass. 

13th  Feby.  1785. — Our  late  amiable  Lady  Patroness  being  ad- 
vanced to  the  more  honourable  title  of  Wife  Sunday  next  was 
unanimously  fixed  upon  for  the  Election  of  a  Young  Lady  to 
that  honour,  and  the  Treasurer  ordered  to  provide  a  Pig  at  the 
Corporation  expense  to  be  dressed  on  that  day. 

[The  turn  that  the  satisfaction  of  the  members  of  the 
corporation  took  at  the  promotion  of  their  lady  patron- 
esses to  the  more  honourable  estate,  if  not  very  graceful, 
is  certainly  amusing.] 

Sephton,  29th  May,  1785. 

John  Marshall. 
George  Warner  Watts. 
Robert  Howard. 

N.B. — There  was  dinner  ordered  for  six,  which  must  be  paid 
for  by  the  Treasurer,  the  Gentlemen  present  (being  the  29  May) 
had  the  honour  to  dine  with  the  Rector,  Chaplain,  Church 
Wardens,  and  the  principal  Gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood. 

[Here  we  have  a  happy  picture  of  Sunday,  May  29, 
nearly  a  hundred  years  ago.  The  entertainer  was  the 
Rev.  Richard  Roth  well,  rector  of  the  parish  from  1763 
to  1801.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  the  Rev.  Richard 
Rainshaw  Roth  well  who  was  rector  from  1801  to  1863. 
Thus  the  two  Rectors,  father  and  son,  were  in  possession 
of  the  living  for  the  space  of  a  century.  The  chaplain 
here  mentioned  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Johnson,  curate 
of  the  parish  for  many  years.] 
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Bootle,  23rd  April,  *86. — Lord  Henry  Murray  had  the  honour 
to  be  proposed  a  member  of  this  Ancient  Corporation  by  Alder- 
man Whalley  and  was  thereupon  unanimously  elected. 

The  Mayor  named  Lord  Henry  Murray  to  be  Lord  of  the 
several  Manors  of  this  Corporation  and  his  Lordship  was  accord- 
ingly appointed  to  that  important  office. 

[The  presence  of  Lord  Henry  Murray  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Liverpool  at  this  time  can  be  easily  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  he  married  in  this  year  Eliza,  daughter 
of  Richard  Kent,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool  ;  and  his  appearance 
at  Bootle,  if  indeed  he  was  present  on  this  occasion,  can 
be  equally  well  explained  by  the  interest  he  took  in  the 
stirring  politics  of  the  day.  From  the  account  given  of 
him  a  few  years  later,  1790,  by  Sir  James  Picton  in  his 
*  Memorials  of  Liverpool,'  he  was  not  above  using  violence 
to  secure  the  return  of  a  favourite  candidate  to  Parliament. 
His  place  of  residence  in  this  locality  was  Eaton  House, 
(now  Bishop  Eton)  on  the  Woolton  Road.] 

Sefton,  2 1  May,  *  86. — This  day  the  ancient  Corporation  of 
Sefton  held  their  first  meeting  for  the  summer  by  adjournment 
from  Bootle. 

N.B. — Error  in  title — say  Sephton— corrected  by  the  Bailiff. 

[Although,  in  accordance  with  the  orthography  of  the 
corporation  recorders  and  the  worthy  bailiff  abovemen- 
tioned,  I  have  allowed  the  spelling  *  Sephton'  to  appear 
throughout  the  present  paper,  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  older  and  more  correct  mode  of  spelling  the  word 
is  *  Sefton,'  and  it  is  my  intention  to  adopt  this  form  of 
spelling  on  all  future  occasions.] 

Sephton,  4th  June,  '86. —  .  .  .  This  being  the  King's  Birthday, 
the  same  was  observed  accordingly  by  drinking  his  Majesty's  good 
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health  and  many  happy  days  to  come.  And  in  remembrance 
also  of  that  auspicious  day,  the  song  of  *  God  save  the  King ' 
was  sung  in  the  church  by  the  Mayor  and  Gentlemen  of  this 
ancient  Corporation,  accompany'd  with  instrumental  music,  which 
was  esteemed  altogether  a  capital  performance. 

The  Queen  and  Royal  Family  were  drank  afterwards  and  a 
number  of  loyal  Toasts  were  likewise  given  in  the  course  of  the 
evening. 

[This  was  not  the  only  occasion  on  which  the  members 
of  the  Corporation  testified  their  loyalty  to  the  King  and 
Royal  Family,  as  we  shall  see  three  years  later,  on  the 
recovery  of  the  King  from  his  mental  affliction.] 

We  proceed  now  to  the  complete  records  extracted 
from  Vol.  II. 

Sephton,  22  October,  1786. 
Present : 

The  Mayor,  Thomas  Payne,  Esq. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Ward. 

Banner,  Coroner. 
Mr.  Lickbarrow,  Ranger  of  the  Forrests. 
„    John  Stanton,  African  Committee  Man. 
„    J.  C.  H.  Garbers. 
„    Peter  Holland. 
„    James  Penny. 
„    John  Watson. 
„    Bailiff  Grundy. 

„    Obadiah  Westwood,  Stranger,  Afterwards 
Admitted  a  Freeman. 
After  Dinner : 

M*"  Jos^Lowe. 

„    Ja*  Ansdell. 
Rev^  M**  Whitehead,  Chaplain 
Rothwell 


» 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEPHTON       159 

Ordered,  in  Council,  that  this  Corporation  be  adjourned  for 
the  Winter  Season  to  the  House  of  Thomas  Halliwell,  known 
by  the  Name  of  Bootle  Coffee  House,  and  that  the  proper 
Officers  order  the  Regalia  to  be  conveyed  there  on  or  before  the 
29*^  Ins*. 

Sunday,  Ocf  29***,  1786. 

This  day  the  Corporation  met  at  Bootle  agreeable  to  ad- 
journment on  the  22"*  Ins*. 

Present : 

Thomas  Payne,  Esq'',  Mayor. 
Aid"  Newsham,  Treasurer. 
„      Zuill. 

„     Whalley,  Master  of  Harriers. 
„      Banner,  Coroner. 
M*"  Astley,  Masf  Fox  Hounds. 
„    Stanton,  Aff°  Com®  Man. 
„    J.  Grundy,  Bailiff. 
„    Tho'  Duke,  antient  freeman. 
„    Ash"  Byrom,  Mayor's  Bailiff. 

This  day  being  appointed  for  the  Election  of  A  Lady  Patroness 
for  the  Year  ensuing,  On  Casting  up  the  Numbers  the  Majority 
appeared  in  favor  of  M*"  Bailiff  Grundy,  who  bid  Nineteen 
Bottles  of  Wine,  and  nominated  Miss  Jackson  Lady  Patroness. 

M*^  Waring  Nungrave/  having  refused  to  accept  the  lucrative 
place  of  the  Gov**  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  was  expelled  this 
Society.^ 

At  a  Meeting  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  y®  Bailiffs  & 
Burgesses  of  the  Ancient  &  Loyal  Corporation  of  Sephton, 
holden  at  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  5*^  day  of  November,  1786, 

^  In  the  original  entry  the  pen  is  even  struck  through  the  gentleman's 
name,  as  if  to  extinguish  him  altogether. 

-  [This  entry  is  in  A.  Dodson*s  handwriting,  though  he  did  not  become  a 
member  till  March  25,  1787.] 
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Present 


Thomas  Payne,  Esq'*,  Mayor. 

M*"  James  Grundy,  Bailiff,  Town's  Bailiff. 

Thomas  Naylor,  Esq** 

Edward  Ncwsham,  Esq*"® 

M*"  James  Astley. 

„    Thomas  Newsham. 

„    Ashton  Byrom,  Mayor's  Bailiff. 

„    William  Lickbarrow. 

„    Edward  Banner. 

,    Edward  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

Then  appointed  M**  Thomas  Naylor  to  the  office  of  Recorder 
for  the  year  ensuing,  and  M*"  Edward  Newsham  to  that  of  the 
Attorney  General. 

M*"  William  Slater  took  the  freeman's  Oath  on  his  becoming 
a  member  and  a  freeman  of  this  Borough. 

Then  appointed  M*"  Thomas  Newsham  Punchmaker  to  the 
Society,  who  took  the  Oath  of  Office. 

M""  Ashton  Byrom  having  kept  the  Mayor,  Bailiff  & 
Burgesses  of  this  Boro'  waiting  i  Hour  for  his  coming  to  Dinner 
according  to  promise,  he  was  fined  in  a  Glass  of  Punch. 

M*"  Edward  Blackstock  was  continued  Town  Clerk  &  sworn 
accordingly. 

M*"  Thomas  Naylor  and  M^  Edward  Newsham  severally 
took  the  Oaths  of  Office. 

Ordered  that  the  Silver  Oar,  presented  to  this  Borough  by 
the  late  &  much  respected  John  Brownwell,  Esq^*",  Lieut,  of  the 
Seraphis  in  the  memorable  Action  with  Paul  Jones  in  the 
late  War,  be  repaired,  &  thereon  be  inscribed  :  '  The  Gift  of 
John  Brownwell,  Esq'''',  to  the  Boro'  &  Corporation  of  Sephton.' 

The  Corporation  being  called  upon  in  Oct''  1787  to  pay  for 
this  Oar,  the  above  Order  was  agreed  to  be  rescinded. 

[The  memorable  action  here  alluded  to  was  an  en- 
gagement at  sea  that  took  place,  off  Flamborough  Head, 
in  1779,  between  two  English  ships  and  the  pirate 
Paul    Jones,   with   a  squadron    consisting   of  the    '  Bon 
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Homme  Richard'  and  *  Alliance,'  each  of  40  guns,  the 

*  Pallas,'  32  guns,  and  the  *  Vengeance,'  armed  brig. 
The  pirate,  the  terror  of  our  shores  both  on  the  east  and 
west,  had  on  this  occasion  driven  the  coasters  on  the  east 
into  port  in  such  numbers  that  Bridlington  Harbour  could 
not  hold  all  which  sought  shelter  in  it,  and  many  were  glad 
to  obtain  safety  by  being  chained  to  the  outside  of  the 
pier.  On  September  23  he  gave  chase  to  a  valuable  fleet 
of  merchantmen  sailing  from  the  Baltic,  under  convoy 
of  the  '  Serapis,'  of  44  guns  (Captain  Pearson),  and  the 

*  Countess  of  Scarbro','  22  guns  (Captain  Percy).  The 
British  captains  did  not  hesitate  to  engage  the  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  by  placing  themselves  between 
him  and  the  fleet  secured  for  it  a  safe  retreat  into  Scar- 
bro'. The  action,  which  lasted  two  hours,  was  fought 
by  moonlight,  in  full  view  of  the  cliffs  which  were  crowded 
by  spectators.  The  British  were  at  last  compelled 
to  strike,  but  the  boldness  of  their  resistance  may  be 
appreciated  by  the  fact  that  the  *  Bon  Homme  Richard' 
alone  lost  300  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  from  the  injury 
she  had  sustained  went  down  the  day  after  the  engage- 
ment with  many  of  the  wounded  on  board.  Novel 
readers  will  probably  be  aware  that  this  action  is  de- 
scribed by  Cooper  in  his  *  Pilot.' 

It  is  amusing  to  notice  the  rider  to  the  above 
order,  which  is  in  the  same  handwriting  as  the  order 
itself,  and  was  added,  as  its  contents  declare,  at  a  later 
date. 

The  silver  oar  above  mentioned  reappears  on  one 
laughable  occasion,  and  then,  1  believe,  is  heard  of  no 
more  in  these  records.     I  need  not  say  that  it  is  not  to 

M 
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be  found  among  the  regalia  that  remain  of  this  defunct 
corporation.  With  regard  to  silver  oars  in  general,  I 
may  observe  that  they  frequently  form  part  of  the  official 
emblems  of  corporate  bodies,  especially  in  maritime  cities 
and  towns.  Thus  we  are  most  of  us,  I  fancy,  acquainted 
with  the  shining  blade  that  adorns  on  festive  occasions 
the  walls  of  the  Town  Hall  of  Liverpool ;  and  it  is  a 
somewhat  singular  circumstance  that  this  aquatic  emblem 
bears  nearly  the  same  date  as  the  one  mentioned  in  these 
records. 

The  inscription  upon  it  (and  all  the  inscription)  is : — 

A.D.  1785. 

John  Gregson,  Esq",  Mayor. 
Joseph  Brooks,  Jun"*. 
John  Greenwood. 

Gent.  Bailiffs  1785. 

The  names  of  the  bailiffs  are  upon  the  stem  or 
handle ;  but  there  is  no  clue  whatever  to  the  donor,  nor 
could  1  learn  upon  inquiry  from  the  authorities  anything 
relating  to  its  history.  Still  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
there  must  be  a  history  attached  to  it,  and  that  this  history 
is  not  unknown.  If,  like  so  many  other  relics,  even  of 
a  late  antiquity,  it  be  left  to  tell  its  own  tale,  then  I  would 
suggest  that  its  origin  should  be  traced  to  the  same  source 
as  that  mentioned  in  the  above  order.  Either  it  was  the 
gift,  or  the  supposed  gift,  of  the  *  late  and  much  respected 
John  Brownwell,  Esq.,*  or  the  fear  inspired  by  the 
terrible  Paul  Jones,  coupled  with  the  delight  inspired  by 
the   naval  victories  of  this  period,  conjured  it  from  the 
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pocket  of  some  wealthy  merchant  of  Liverpool.  And  if 
this  silver  emblem  was  the  same  that  was  carried  off  by 
Charles  Coney  in  1784  (as  mentioned  above),  and  after- 
wards recovered,  then,  like  the  one  mentioned  in  the 
order  of  this  day,  it  must  have  needed  repair,  and  have 
had  a  new  inscription  inscribed  upon  it] 

Mr.  Horley's  account  of  Paul  Jones,  admiral  in  the 
Russian  navy,  but  better  known  as  the  *  Pirate,'  may 
be  supplemented. 

John  Paul,  who  assumed  the  surname  of  Jones,  is 
variously  stated  to  have  been  born  at  Arbigland,  near 
Kirkcudbright,  or  at  Selkirk,  in  1736-7.  In  1749  he 
became  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Younger,  an  American 
merchant,  of  Whitehaven,  and  we  soon  find  him  third 
mate  of  the  '  King  George,'  of  Whitehaven,  a  slave 
ship;  and  later,  1766,  first  mate  of  the  *  Two  Friends,' 
dXi  English  slaver,  of  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

We  then  find  him  leaving  the  slave  trade  in  disgust 
and  returning  to  Scotland  in  1768  as  passenger  on  the 
'  John,'  of  Kirkcudbright,  owned  by  Messrs.  Currie, 
Beck  &  Co. 

Master  and  mate  died  on  the  voyage,  and  Paul 
Jones  brought  the  ship  safely  to  port,  and  was  rewarded 
by  the  appointment  of  master  and  supercargo  by  the 
owners. 

In  1773  he  obtained  command  of  the  *  Betsey,'  of 
London — a  West  India  ship — and  on  his  arrival  in 
America  he  returned  to  a  rural  life,  looking  after  the 
affairs  of  his  brother  William,  who  had  died  intestate  in 
Fredericksburg,    Virginia.      So   far   he   seems   to   have 
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shown  himself  a  thorough  Englishman,  but  on  the 
outbreak  of  the  War  of  Independence  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  country  of  his  adoption  with  determined 
zeal. 

In  1775  his  chronicles  tell  us  that  he  hoisted  the 
American  flag  on  the  *  Alfred,'  of  Philadelphia,  with  his 
own  hands — the  first  time  it  was  displayed. 

His  stirring  adventures  are  the  subject  of  many 
volumes.  Suffice  it  to  say  here  that  in  1777  he  was  sent 
to  France  in  the  '  Ranger '  by  Congress,  with  an  order 
that  he  was  '  as  much  as  he  conveniently  could  to  keep 
his  guns  covered  and  concealed,  and  to  make  as  little 
warlike  appearance  as  possible  ;  *  an  order  which  would 
fully  justify  the  title  of  '  Pirate  '  which  the  English  put 
upon  him. 

He  had  a  further  order  in  1778  'not  to  return 
i7mnediat€ly  to  the  ports  of  France  after  making  an 
attempt  on  the  coast  of  Britain,  as  the  French  Court 
wished  to  shuffle  a  little  longer/  He  succeeded  with 
some  difficulty  in  getting  the  French  admiral  to  salute 
the  American  flag,  and  was  greatly  proud  of  the  feat. 

We  soon  find  him  planning  an  attack  on  Whitehaven, 
the  place  of  his  early  training,  where,  however,  he  failed 
to  burn  the  shipping. 

He  afterwards  assumed  command  of  the  *  Bon 
Homme  Richard,'  his  noted  ship,  with  which  he  engaged 
the  *  Serapis'  off  Flamborough  Head,  and  undoubtedly 
fought  and  won  a  brilliant  action. 

In  1788  Paul  Jones  joined  the  Russian  service,  was 
made  rear-admiral,  and  served  against  the  Turks.  But 
jealousies  soon  sprang  up  which  led  to  accusations  and 
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his  dismissal  in  1 789,  when  he  went  to  Paris  and  lived 
only  three  years. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  a  perusal  of  his  life  and  letters 
is  very  edifying,  though  the  latter  are  very  voluminous. 
A  large  amount  of  *  gas '  seems  to  be  constantly  leaking 
out  of  the  bag,  and  with  it  perpetual  excuses  for  failures 
which  are  generally  put  down  to  the  shortcomings  of 
some  one  else  under  his  command.  Nor  can  one  say 
that  his  espousal  of  the  American  cause  against  that  of 
his  native  country,  out  of  his  alleged  love  for  the  freedom 
of  the  human  race,  is  well  supported  by  his  adulation  of 
the  Empress  of  all  the  Russias  to  Lafayette  when  that 
suited  his  purpose. 

He  was,  in  fact,  an  adventurer,  and  it  would  seem 
on  the  whole  that  the  name  of  *  Pirate '  applied  to  him 
in  this  country  did  not  far  miss  the  mark. 

Sunday,  12^*^  Nov*'  1786. 

Present : 

Alderman  Whaley. 
Jn^  Marshall,  Esq^° 

Sunday,  Nov'*  I9^^ 

Being  a  bad  Day  nobody  Attended. 


Sunday,  Nov*"  26^^ 

Being  a  bad  Day  nobody  Attended. 


Sunday,  Dec"^  3^. 

Being  a  bad  Day  nobody  Attended. 
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Sunday,  Dec*"  IO*^ 

Being  a  bad  Day  nobody  Attended. 

Sunday,  Dec^  17^. 

Present : 

M""  Mayor. 
Bailiff  Byrom. 

„      Grundy. 
Aid"  Nevvsham. 

„     Whalley. 

„     Cheshire. 

„     Banner. 

Gent"  Commoners : 

M"^  Astley.  ] 

„    Stanton.        I  Council  Men 
,,    Moreland.     ) 
„    Newsham. 
„    Lickbarrow. 
„    Midgley. 
„    Lowe. 
„    Slater. 
„    Dampe. 

Bootle,  24*^  Dec'^  1786. 

Present : 

M"*  Bailiff  Grundy,  in  the  Chair 
„    Alderman  Whalley. 

„  Banner. 

M*"  Tho»  Duke. 
„    Tho»Hill. 
„    John  Stanton. 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  Elijah  Cobham. 
„    Jo*  Caton. 
„    Francis  Holland. 
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Bootle,  31'^  Dec''  1786. 

Present : 

Bailiff  Grundy. 
Ald°  Newsham. 
„     Cheshire. 
„     Banner. 
M*-  Cobham. 
„    Hill. 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  Unsworth. 
„    Dampe. 

Bootle,  f^  Jany  1787. 

Present : 

Tho*  Payne,  Esq*"®,  Mayor. 
Alderm"  Newsham. 
Whalley. 
M""  E.  Newsham. 

Bootle,  14  January  1787. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Whaley. 

„  Cheshire. 

Will  N.  Lickbarrow,  Ranger  of  y*^  Forest. 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  Dampe. 

Bootle,  21"*  J  any  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alder"  Newsham. 

„       Whaley. 
M^  Dampe. 


no  Attendance. 
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Bootle,  4  Feby  1787. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham. 
„         Whaley. 
„         Chesshyre. 
M*"  Cobham.  ^^^ 

„   T.  Newsham.  ^^^ j.!!__ 

„   Dampe. 

„    Lickbarrow. 

After  Dinner  : 

M'*  Unsworth. 

Sunday,  11"^  Feb^  1787. 

Present : 

Alder'**  Newsham. 
„      Whaley. 

After  Dinner : 

William  Unsworth,  Esq*"®. 

Sunday,  18  Feb^  1787. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Whaley. 
M^  Cobham. 

M^Begg.   (After  Dinner. 
„    Aikin.J 

Sunday,  25  Febry  1787. 

Present : 

Tho''  Payne,  Esq^,  Mayor. 
Aid™  Newsham. 

„     Whaley. 
M^  G.  W.  Watts. 
„     J.  Stanton. 
„    Ch^  Greaves. 
„     J.  Astley. 
„     H.  Dampc. 
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Sunday,  4***  March  1787. 

Present : 

Aid™  Newsham. 
„      Whaley. 

M*"  Cobham.     )  .^1     t^- 

__  .   I  After  DinnQr. 

„    Unsworth.) 

Sunday,  ii**'  March.  1787, 

Present : 

Tho'  Payne,  Mayor. 
Aid"  Newsham. 

„      Whaley. 
M*"  Cobham. 
„    Garner. 

Sunday,  18  March  1787. 

Present : 

Thomas  Payne,  Esq*",  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Zuill. 
Whalley. 
Banner. 
Chesshyre. 
M""  Geo.  W.  Watts. 
„    Tho*  Spencer  Dunn. 
„    Thomas  Tewsham. 
„    John  Stanton,  jun^ 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  H.  Dampe. 
„    Geo.  Green. 
„    C.  Richardson. 

Stranger. — M""  Ashton  Blackburn,  who  was  afterwards  re- 
commended to  the  freedom  of  this  Corporation  by  M''  Alderman 
Newsham  and  took  the  Oath,  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Afterwards  came  Mr.  John  Mill,  who  was  also  proposed  as  a 
proper  person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Antient  Corporation, 
and  took  the  Oath  accordingly. 
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Sunday,  25***  March  1787. 

Alder.  Whaley. 

Sunday,  i  April  1787. 

Present : 

Tho.  Payne,  Esq*",  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
„         Whaley, 
„         Banner. 
Cobham  Richardson. 
Tho.  S.  Dunn. 
Will  N.  Lickbarrow. 
Christopher  Greaves. 
Tho.  Hill. 
Tho.  Newsham. 

Sunday,  8***  April  1787. 

Alderman  Newsham, 

„         Whaley. 
M*"  Jno.  Carver. 
„    Tho"  Midgley. 

Sunday,  15***  April  1787. 

Tho'  Payne,  Esq*"®,  Mayor. 
Aid"  Newsham. 
M*"  James  Astley. 

„    Jn**  Moreland. 

„    Tho»  Hill. 

„    Jn®  Stanton. 

„    Tho»  Midgley. 

&  BailiflF  Grundy. 

After  Dinner : 

Aid"  Banner. 
Recorder  Naylor. 
M*"  Cob*"  Richardson. 
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Sunday,  22  April  1787. 

Alderm"  Newsham. 
„         Whaley. 

After  Dinner : 

Aid**  Beckwith. 
M'  Baldwin. 

29  Apr*  1787. 

Aid.  Newsham. 
„     Whaley. 
M""  Wright. 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  G.  Green. 

Sephton,  6  May  1787. 
This  Day,  agreeable  to  order  of  Council,  The  Ancient  Corpo- 
ration assembled  at  the  Mansion  house  for  the  Summer  Season. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Chesshyre. 

„         Banner. 
Mr.  Harding. 
Richardson. 
J.  Morland. 
T.  Newsham. 
J.  Stanton. 
Bailiff  Grundy. 
Stranger : 

M"^  Beard,  after^  made  a  Freeman. 

After  Dinner : 

M"^  Ja»  Ansdell. 
„  Jn"*  Abram. 
„    Geo.  Green. 

Alderman  Chesshyre  proposed  Mr.  Beard  as  a  proper  Person 
to  become  a  Member  of  this  Corporation.  He  therefore  took 
the  Oath,  and  paid  the  usual  Fees. 
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Sephton,  May  13  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Bailiff  Byrom. 
„       Grundy. 
Aid"  Chesshyre. 
„  Banner. 

„  Whaley. 

M"*  T.  Newsham. 
„    J.  Morland. 
„    Marshall. 

After  Dinner  : 

M*"  Backhouse. 
„    Fisher. 
„    Percival. 
„    Watson. 
„    Lorimer. 
Stranger : 

M""  Raby,  after^  a  Freeman. 
Evening : 

J.  Abram,  Constable. 

J.  Lowe,  Antient  freeman. 

M*"  Raby  was  proposed  by  M*"  Bailiff  Byrom  to  the  freedom 
of  the  Corporation,  and,  after  taking  the  usual  Oath  and  paying 
his  fees,  was  duly  admitted  accordingly. 

M**  Fisher  not  appearing  on  the  Register  of  Freemen  or  in 
the  Mayor's  Cash  account,  he  was  again  required  to  take  the 
Freeman's  Oath,  and  paid  the  Fees  and  drank  the  usual  Draft. 

Sephton,  May  20^^  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Bailiff  Byrom. 
„      Grundy. 
Aid"  Whallcy. 
„      Banner. 
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M'  Moreland. 

„  Har  rocks. 

„  Astley. 

„  Baldwin. 

„  Wright 

„  Wotherspoon. 

„  Stanton. 

„  Lickbarrow. 

After  Dinner : 

M''  Watson. 
„    Newsham. 
„    Hill. 

This  Day  a  Wager  was  laid  that  Nelly  Barker's  large  Bowl 
did  not  hold  five  Gallons  for  the  Value  of  the  af*^  Bowl  of 
Punch,  which  was  decided,  Paid,  and  Spent' 

Sephton,  May  27*^  1787 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Bailiff  Byrom. 
„      Grundy. 
Aid"  Whalley. 
„      Banner. 
M*"  Morland. 
„     Harding. 
„    Stanton. 
„     Cobham. 
„    Astley. 
„    Newsham. 
„    Mort 
Hill. 


)> 


a 


Lickbarrow. 


After  Dinner  : 

Mr.  Ansdell. 

'  [Fortunately  the  number  of  members  who  attended  on  this,  day  was  large,  other- 
wise the  consequences  might  have  been  serious.] 
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Sephton,  June  i^^  1787. 

Present : 

Will"*  Ker,  Esq"*,  D^  Mayor. 
Bailiff  Grundy. 
M*"  Morland. 

J.  Ansdell. 

J.  Marshall. 

J.  Lowe. 

Tho.  Naylor,  Recorder 

Tho.  Newsham. 

Jn°  Abram,  Constable. 

Stranger : 

Mr.  An®  Troutbeck. 

Mr.  J.  Ansdell  proposed  Mr.  Troutbeck  as  a  proper  Person 
to  become  a  Member  of  this  Loyal  Corporation,  &  being 
seconded  by  Ancient  freeman  Morland,  he  was  duly  admitted, 
after  paying  his  fees  and  taking  the  usual  Oath. 


10. 


Present 


The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Whaley. 
J.  C.  N.  Garbers. 
Will  N.  Lickbarrow. 

Sunday,  17  June  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Whaley. 
Chesshyre. 
Ry  Dampe. 
Will  N.  Lickbarrow. 
John  Blackburn. 
G.  Bevan,  Visitor, 

afterwards  petitioned  to  become  a  freeman,  was  Sworn  in..  & 
Drank  his  Ale  in  a  proper  Stile. 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEP ff TON       175 


Sephton,  June  24*^  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Bailiff  Grundy. 

J.  Stanton. 

Newsham. 
Ald«  Whalley. 
H.  Dampe — Garbers. 
Aid"  Banner. 

After  Dinner : 

J.  Watson. 
Bailiff  Byrom. 
Aid"  Cheshire. 
Jn*»  Abram. 


Sephton,  i  July,  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Newsham. 
„     Banner. 
„     Whalley. 
W.  N.  Lickbarrow. 
J.  Stanton. 
J.  Astley. 

M'  Oakes,  Stranger. 

After  Dinner :  M*"  Jos.  Lowe. 

„    W.  Unsworth. 
„    W.  N.  Wright. 
„    Ja*  Johnson. 

Mr.  Humphrey  Oakes,  of  Bridge  North,  proposed  by  the 
Mayor,  was  duly  admitted  a  Member  of  this  Ancient  Corporation 
and  was  sworn  in  Accordingly. 
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Sephton,  8'^  July  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Whalev. 
W  Cobham. 

„     Garbcrs. 

„     Damp. 

„     Midgley. 

„     Smeathman. 

After  Dinner : 

Weatherspoon. 

Sephton,  15^**  July,  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Whaley. 
M^  Cobham. 


Sephton,  22^  July  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alder"  Newsham. 
M'-  Hind. 
„    Denison. 
Alder"  Banner. 

„        Cheshyre. 
M^  Tho"  Midgley. 
Cobham. 
Dampe. 
Aikin. 
Mattocks. 

After  Dinner : 

M^  George  Green,  Jun*". 

M*"  Pope  and  M*"  Dignum,  propos'd  by  Alder"  Newsham, 
were  duly  admitted  Members  of  this  Hon^**'  Corporation  and 
were  sworn  in  accordingly 


)> 


» 


>> 


» 


Strangers  : 
M*"  Pope. 
„    Dignum. 
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Sephton,  29  July,  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
M*"  Stanton. 
„    Astley. 
„    Morland. 
„    Hill. 
„    Cheshyre. 
„    Lickbarrow. 
„    Grundy. 
„    Garbers. 

After  Dinner : 

Rev**  M*"  Johnson. 

Sephton,  5*^  Aug*  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid.  Newsham. 

„     Ward. 

„    Cobham. 

„     Chesshyre. 
M'  Strong. 

„    Gardner. 

„    Wotherspoon. 

„    Green. 

Sephton,  12***  August  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
M'  Mattocks. 

„    Aickin. 

„     Harding. 

„    Astley,  Recorder. 

„    Stanton. 


„    Grundy, 
„    Byrom, 


Bailiffs. 
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M'  Dignum. 
Hill. 

J.  Morland. 
W.  Begg. 
T.  Newsham. 
E.  Cobham. 

Dampe.  J.  Abram,  ] 

W.  Lickbarrow.  Constable,  j 

Strangers : 

Rev.  Mr.  Loxam. 
M*-  Tho»  Morland. 
„    H.  Lickbarrow. 

After  Dinner : 

Alderman  Zuill. 

M'  Frodsham,  Stranger. 

„    J  a"  Percival. ' 

„    Geo.  Green. 

„    Wotherspoon. 

„     Chesshyre. 

„    Brown. 


M"*  Mayor  proposed  that  the  freedom  of  this  Corporation  be 
presented  to  the  Rev*^  M""  Loxam,  and  that  the  thanks  of  this 
Corporation  be  given  to  him  for  Two  excellent  Sermons  de- 
livered by  him  this  day  at  the  Cathedrall — he  was  pleased  to 
accept  his  Freedom,  and  was  sworn  in  accordingly. 

M^  Stanton  proposed  M^  Tho"  Morland  as  a  proper  Per- 
son to  become  a  Burgess  of  this  Ancient  Corporate  M' 
Bailiff  Grundy  also  proposed  M""  Henry  Lickbarrow.  M*" 
Dampe  proposed  M""  Henry  Frodsham  to  become  a  Freeman. 
The  above  all  drank  their  Ale  in  Stile. 

M""  Burgess  Begg  proposed  M*"  James  Brown  as  a  proper 
Person  to  become  a  Freeman  of  this  Corporation,  which  was 
granted,  &  he  took  the  Oath  appointed  in  that  Case,  &  drank 
his  Ale  in  a  very  capital  Stile. 

A  Wager  of  £52  :  10  was  this  Day  took  into  Consideration, 
laid  upon  the  22"*  July  last,  bet.  M*"  Dampe  and  M'  Denison, 
and   it  was  well  understood  by  the  Corporation  that  if  either 
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party  declared  himself  to  dep?irt  from  the  Wager  that  he  was  to 
pay  s  per  cent,  upon  the  Amount  thereof  M*"  Dampe  hav« 
declared  that  he  w**  not  staqd  the  Wager,  the  Corporation  have 
declared  this  day  that  he  shall  upon  demand  of  the  Mayor  pay 
for  the  Benefit  of  the  Society  the  sum  of  £2  : 1 2  : 6. 

[The  eloquent  clergyman  here  mentioned  was  the 
Rev.  Richard  Loxham,  one  of  the  four  curates  attached 
to  the  parish  church  of  St.  Peter's  and  the  parochial 
chapel  of  St.  Nicholas's.  He  was  afterwards  rector  of 
Halsall  from  18 16  to  1843.] 

Sephton,  Aug*  19^  1787. 

Present : 

Aid**  Banner. 

M'  Cobham. 

„    Midgley. 

„    Garbers. 

Sephton,  Aug*  26^  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Bailiff  Grundy. 

Ald°  Whalley. 

„     Banner. 

M^  Cobham. 

„    Holland. 

„    Lowe. 

After  Dinner : 

M^  Abram. 
„    Darwen. 

Sephton,  Sept'  2^  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Bailiff  Byrom. 

„      Grundy. 

N  2 
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Aid"  Newsham. 
Burgess  Begg, 

„       Cobham. 
M*"  Wilson,  who  Af  ^  became  a  Member 

After  Dinner : 

M'  Lowe. 
„    Abram. 

M**  Isaac  Wilson  was  propos  d  by  Bailiff  Byrom  as  a  proper 
Person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Corp"  &  was  Sworn  in 
accordingly. 

Sephton,  Sep'  the  9**^  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Ward. 
M*-  Fisher. 
M*"  Cobam. 
M*"  Haswell. 
M'"  Wotherspoon. 
M*"  Midgley. 

Stranger  : 

M*"  Rob*  Oliphant 

Sephton,  16*''  Sep*"  1787. 

Present  : 

The  Mayor. 
M^  Cobham. 

Garbers. 

H.  Lickbarrow. 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  W.  Unsworth. 
M**  Troutbcck.         Dampe. 
„    F.  Holland. 
Stranger : 

M"^  R.  Kaye,  afterwards  proposed  a  Freeman 
by  M**  W.  Unsworth  &  sworn  in  accordingly. 


)» 
» 
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Sephton,  23^  Sepf  1787. 

Present : 

M*"  Cobham. 

„    Wright. 

„    W.  N.  Lickbarrow. 
After  Dinner  : 

M*"  Darwen, 

„    Abram. 

Sefton,  Septem''  30***  1787. 

Present : 

Mess"  Newsham. 

E.  Cobham. 

J.  Ward. 

R.  Fisher. 

J.  Marshall. 

W.  Ker. 

Cap"  Wood,  Stranger,  Voted  free. 
After  Dinner  : 

M""  Ant^  Molyneaux,  Voted  free. 

Sephton,  7*^  Oct^  1787. 

Present : 

Mess"  Lowe. 
Green. 
Garbers. 
Midgley. 

Sephton,  Octo.  14**^  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Bailiff  Grundy. 
Aid"  Newsham. 
„     Banner. 
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W  Willson. 

„  Cobham. 

„  Lickbarrow. 

„  T.  Newsham. 

„  Astley. 

„  Unsworth. 

„  Holme.         M*"  Stanton. 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  Percival.         M"*  Molineux. 
„    Edw**  Blackstock,  T  Clerk. 

It  is  Ordered  That  the  sum  of  5/-  spent  unlawfully  on  the 
30***  Sepf  last  be  refunded  by  the  Gentlemen  present  on  that 
day  at  Sephton. 

It  is  further  Ordered  that  in  future  all  monies  arising  from 
the  admission  of  persons  to  the  freedom  of  the  Boro'  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  Mayor  for  the  time  being. 


Sephton,  18'**  October  1787. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  Election  of  a  Mayor 
for  the  year  ensuing,  the  following  Members  attended  : — 

Thomas  Payne,  Esq"*®,  Mayor. 
Thomas  Naylor,  Esq*",  Recorder. 
M^  Samuel  Cheshyre. 

„    Charles  Wilson. 

„    Henry  Dampe. 

„    Henry  Lickbarrow. 

„    Edward  Banner. 

„    Thomas  Newsham. 

„    James  Astley. 

„    WiUiam  Begg. 

„    James  Grundy. 

„    Elijah  Cobham. 

„    John  Stanton. 

„    John  Abram. 

„    William  N.  Lickbarrow. 
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)) 
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M'  John  C.  H.  Garbers. 
James  Percival. 
Alexander  Wetherspoon. 
James  Williamson. 
Joseph  Lowe. 
„    Edward  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 
Stranger  :• 

M*"  John  Cleminson,  who  was  admitted  a  free- 
man &  took  the  usual  Oath. 

M*"  Dampe  this  day  paid  the  sum  of  £  2  :  1 2  :  6  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Society  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Members  present  on  the  1 2^**  August  last. 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  w^as  pleas'd  to  recommend  M*" 
John  Stanton  as  a  proper  person  to  succeed  him  in  the  Office 
of  Mayor  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

M*"  Alex'"  Wetherspoon  recommended  M""  William  Lickbarrow 
to  serve  the  Office  of  Mayor  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Votes  were  : 


For  M""  Stanton — 
M*"  Thomas  Payne. 
Thomas  Newsham. 
Thomas  NaylorjEq*"  R*". 
M""  Edward  Blackstock, 

T.  €»*. 


» 


)f 


For  M*"  Lickbarrow — 
M""  Sam*  Cheshyre. 
Charles  Wilson. 
Henry  Dampe. 
Joseph  Lowe. 
Henry  Lickbarrow. 
Edward  Banner. 
James  Astley. 
W°*  Begg. 
James  Grundy. 
Elijah  Cobham. 
John  Abram. 
William  Lickbarrow. 
John  C.  H.  Garbers. 
James  Percival. 
Alex*"  Wetherspoon. 
James  Williamson. 
John  Cleminson. 


»» 


»j 


» 


>» 


» 


» 


» 


» 


» 


» 


» 


i> 


» 


» 


» 
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On  casting  up  the  Votes,  there  appearing  for  M**  Lickbarrow 
17  &  for  M**  Stanton  4,  the  former  was  elected  Mayor  &  took 
the  Oath  of  Office. 

M'  Thomas  Naylor  was  continued  Recorder. 
Edward  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 
Thomas  Newsham,  appointed  Mayor's  Bailiff. 
William  Begg,  Town's  Bailiff 
John  Cleminson,  Bellman. 
James  Williamson,  Vestry  Clerk. 
Henry  Dampe,  Translator  of  the  Or*  Lang®. 
Henry  Lickbarrow,  Ov*"  of  Bast**  Child". 
Charles  Wilson,  Gov**  of  the  Tantum  Quarry  upon  the 

Gold  Coast. 
Alexander  Wetherspoon,  an  African  Com®*^  Man. 
Joseph  Lowe,  Mace  Bearer. 
James  Percival,  Sur\-eyor  of  the  Copper  Mines. 
Elijah  Cobham,  Gov**  of  the  Carribee  Islands. 
J.  C.  H.  Garbers,  Imperial  German  Embass*". 
Edward  Banner,  Ranger  of  the  Forrests. 
James  Grundy,  Surveyor  to  the  Corporation. 
Thomas  Payne,  Coroner. 
James  Astley,  Master  of  the  Foxhounds. 
Samuel  Cheshyre,  Collector  of  the  Customs. 
John  Stanton,  Contractor  for  Gunpowder. 
John  Abram,  High  Constable. 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  was  pleas'd  to  compliment  the 
Society  with  10/6  according  to  Custom  &  5/-  to  y*"  Ringers. 

The  Bailiffs  were  also  pleas'd  to  compliment  the  Society 
with  5  /  3  each  according  to  Custom. 

M**  Williamson  lays  M''  Cleminson  a  Wager  of  20  Bottles 
of  Wine  puellam  se  *  ad  osculum  pulchriorem  posse  adhibere 
quam  ille  unquam  est  *  amplexus. — * — K     * — d. 

M""  Garbers,  the  German  Embassador,  having  bidden  19 
Bottles  for  the  nomination  of  a  Lady  Patroness  for  the  year  en- 
suing, &  no  person  advancing  thereon,  he  was  pleased  to  name 
Miss  Backhouse  of  Everton  &  immediately  paid  £i:i8:0  the 
value  of  19  Bottles. 
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Sephton,  21  Oct''  1787. 

Present ; 

The  Mayor. 

Ald°  Banner. 

Zuil. 

Payne. 

M*"  Cobham. 

„    Dampe. 

„    Holland. 

„    Frodsham. 


>» 


)> 


Bailiff  T.  Newsham. 
Begg. 

E.  Newsham. 
Wetherspoon. 
H.  Lickbarrow. 
Berry. 
„  Garbers. 


» 


» 


»> 


If 


)> 


Stranger : 

M**  Alder,  who  was  afterwards  proposed  & 
admitted  a  Freeman. 

Order'd  in  Council  that  this  Corporation  be  adjourn'd  for  the 
Winter  Season  to  Bootle  Coffee  House,  and  that  the  proper  officers 
order  the  Regalia  to  be  conveyed  there  on  or  before  the  28  Ins*. 
The  following  Gent"  were  sworn  into  Office  : — 

M*"  Zuil,  Physician  to  the  Corporation. 

Frodsham,  Superin*  of  the  Herr^^  Fisherj'. 
F.  Holland,  an  African  Comm*®  Man 
R*  Berry,  Commiss*"  of  the  Watch  &c. 
W.  Moir,  Governor  of  Madeira. 
E^  Newsham,  Attorney-General. 

Bootle,  28  Oct.  1787. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Whaley. 

Newsham. 

W°*  Begg,  Bailiffe. 

Tho.  Dunn. 

Hy  Dampe. 

J.  C.  H.  Garbers. 
Stranger : 

M*"  T.  Woodward,  petitioned  to  become  Free 
&  was  sworn. 

This  being  the  first  Day  of  meeting  at  Bootle,  M**  Halliwell 
provided  two  Excellent  Muggs  of  Turtle. 
N.B.— No  Green  Fatt  Left. 
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4  Nov. 
Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

W  Dunn. 
After  Dinner  : 

H'  Lick  barrow. 

Nov''  II. 
Present : 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Whalcy. 
Hailiff  Newsham. 
After  Dinner ; 

M'  Unsworth. 
„    Dunn. 

I8'^ 

Present  : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
„  Whaley. 

„  Cheshire. 

„         Banner. 
M''  Garner. 
„    G.W.  Watts. 
„    Dunn. 
„    Garbers, 
Visitor : 

M'  John  Foxcroft. 

2$  Novem'  1787. 
Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Whaley. 

„         Banner. 

„  Payne. 
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M'  Blackstock,  T.C. 
„    Carson. 
„    Garbers. 
„    West. 
„    Dunn. 

Strangers  : 

M""  Moss. 
„    Dodson. 

M""  Andrew  Dodson  was  this  day  elected  a  member  of  this 
Corporation,  and  immediately  afterwards  took  the  usual  Oath. 

Mr.  Moss,  of  Liverpool,  Surgeon,  refus'd  the  Honor  of  be- 
coming a 'Member  &  therefore  he  is  deem'd  disqualified  from 
ever  being  a  Member. 

2  Decem. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Whaley. 
M*"  Hadkinson. 

Dunn. 

Dampe. 

Piggot. 

Williamson. 

T.  Newsham. 

After  Dinner : 

M*-  Will  Unsworth. 
„    James  Percival. 
„    Antho^  Mollineux. 
„    James  Grundy. 

Bootle,  9***  December  1787. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Whalley. 
Alderman  Banner. 
M"*  Andrew  Dodson. 
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IVf  Henry  Dampe. 
„    Edward  Blackstock,  T.  Clerk. 
Capt"  James  Brown. 

Strangers  : 

M'  Laval, 
„    James  Wrigley  Roberts, 

who  were  elected  Members  of  this  Corpor"  &  severally  took  the 
usual  oath. 

Captain  James  Brown  was  appointed  Governor  of  Bonney  & 
M*^  Andrew  Dodson  Accomptant-General. 

1 6  Decem. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Whaley. 
M**  Grundy. 

„    Stanton. 

„    Astley. 

„    West 

„    T.  Woodward. 

„    T.  Newsham. 

After  Dinner : 

W.  Unsworth. 


23. 

Alderman  Dun,  L.T 

M*"  Garbers. 

M'"  Dodson. 

M""  Pigott. 

M**  T.  Woodward. 

M**  H.  Dampe. 

M'"  B.  Bowdon,  Stranger 

The  Latter  Being  Proposed  (as  a  Member  of  this  Hon^*** 
Corporation)  by  M**  T.  Woodward,  wh^**  was  unanimously 
agreed  to,  he  was  sworn  in  &  took  the  usual  Oath. 
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30  Decern. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Banner. 
„  Payne. 

M^  Flood,  Stranger* 
M""  Dodson. 

After  Dinner : 

Alderman  Whaley,  din'd  after. 
M*"  Garbers. 

M'  Flood,  being  proposed  by  M*"  Dodson  to  become  a 
Member  of  this  Corporation — which  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
--^  was  sworn  in  &  drank  his  Ale. 


6  Jan.  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Whaley. 

„         Newsham. 
M*^  Welch. 


13  Jan^  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Whaley. 
M**  Dodson. 

„    Dunn. 

„    Dampe. 

„    Garbers. 

„    Hadkinson. 

„    Piggot 

„    T.  Newsham. 

.    Welch. 
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Bootle,  20  J  any  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor.     ' 
Alderman  Newsham. 
M""  Dunn. 
M*-  G^rbers. 
M^  Dodson. 

After  Dinner : 

M'  Dampe. 
Alderman  WKaley. 


27  Jan.  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

„  Whaley. 

M^  Sibbald. 

M*"  Cleminson  after  Dinner. 

„    Garbers. 

„    Begg. 

„    Wilson. 
Stranger : 

M*"  Nelson. 

M**  Alderman  Newsham  propos'd  M**  Nelson  to  become  a 
Freeman  :  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  he  Drank  his  Ale 
he  Drank  it  at  a  Wind. 


3*  Feby  1788. 
Present : 


The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham, 
„         Whaley. 
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Bootle,  10  Feby  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Whaley. 
M**  Dickson. 
M*"  Garbers. 

Bootle,  17  Feby  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Whaley. 
M'  Garbers. 
M*"  Alder. 
M*"  Dodson. 

Bootle,  24  Feby  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Newsham. 
„         Whaley. 

M*"  Garbers. 

M*"  Wotherspoon. 

M^  G.  Green. 

M^  Zuill. 

M*"  Monypenny 

M*"  Dodson. 
Stranger  : 

M"^  Thicknesse. 

Bootle,  2  March,  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Whaley. 
M*"  Dunn. 
„    T.  Newsham. 
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Bootle,  9***  March  1788. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham. 
„  Whaley. 

Bootle,  16  March,  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Newsham. 
D^    Whaley. 
Baliff  Beg. 

„      Stanton. 

„      Grundy. 

„      Astley. 

„      Wilson. 

„      Dodson. 

„      Garbers. 

„      Dampe. 

Bootle,  23  March  1788. 

Present : 

Ald°  Newsham. 

„     Whaley, 
Bailiflf  Newsham. 
M*-  Middleton. 
,,    Dampe. 
„    Zinck. 
After  Dinner : 

T.  Woodward. 
T.  Booth. 
Hammond. 
Briggs. 

Bootle,  30^**  March  1788. 

Present : 

M""  C.  Greaves. 
After  Dinner  : 

A.  Dodson. 
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Bootle,  &^  April,  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Bailiff  Begg. 
M*"  B.  Bowden. 
Flood. 
Garbers. 
T.  Woodward. 
C.  Richardson. 
C.  Greves. 
Cha*  Wilson. 
„    Alder. 
„    Lodge,  a  Stranger, 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  Dampe, 
„    Dodson, 


I) 


Bailifs. 


M*"  Lodge  was  afterwards  admitted  a  Freeman  of  this 
Ancient  Corporation,  paid  his  Fees,  as  usual,  and  drank  his 
Ale  in  Stile. 

M*"  Lodge  was  likewise  appointed  Governor  of  Pensylvania. 

M**  B.  Bowdon  was  appointed  Insurance  Broker  General, 
and  settler  of  all  Averages  upon  being  allowed  \  ^  Cent,  for 
Commission. 

Capt"  Flood  was  proposed  by  M**  Alder  to  .the  Appointment 
of  Governor-General  of  the  forces  in  Ireland,  which  he  refused^ 
chusing  to  continue  on  the  English  Establishment  on  half  pay 
-  -for  which  refusal  he  is  for  ever  disabled  from  accepting  any 
Office  whatever  from  the  Honorable  and  Ancient  Corporation. 

M^  Thomas  Woodward  was  appointed  Receiver-General  of 
his  Majesty's  Customs. 

N.B. — for  the  conclusion  of  this  Day's  proceedings  turn  over 
the  leaf. 

Capt"  Flood  being  duly  sensible  of  error  in  not  accepting 
the  Office  of  Gov^  General  of  the  forces  in  Ireland  did  afterwards 
accept  it,  and  was  sworn  into  Office  ;  but  generously  on  these 
terms,  that  the  Emoluments  arising  from  this  lucrative  Post  he 

O 
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wou'd  appropriate  to  the  use  of  the  Sunday  Schools  instituted 
by  this  Corporation. 

[Captain  Flood  lived  at  this  time  at  56  Paradise 
Street,  Liverpool.  The  Sunday  schools  spoken  of  are 
the  Bluecoat  Schools  of  Liverpool,  of  which  such  frequent 
mention  is  made  in  these  Records.] 

Bootle,  13^  April  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alder.  Whaley. 
„       Newsham. 

•       

„       Banner. 
M'  John  Hodgson. 
„    T.  Midgley. 
„    Greaves. 
„    Riley. 
„    Ker. 

Bootle  20***  April  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
M^  Garbers. 

„    Dunn. 

„    Kerr. 

„    Dampe. 

„    Watson. 

Bootle  27  April  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Tho.  Dunn. 
Will  West. 
H.  Dampe. 
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Stranger : 

J.  Crosbee. 
After  dinner : 

Ashton  Blackburn. 

T.  Midgley. 

Jn°  Hodgson. 

Will  Unsworth. 

Garbers. 

M^    Jas.    Crosbie   was    aftenvards    as    a   member   of    this 
Ancient  Corporation. 

Bootle  4^*^  May  1788. 

Present : 

Aid"  Newsham. 

„     Whaley. 

„     Banner. 

Bailiff  Newsham. 

M**  Dunbar. 

„    E.  Newsham. 

„    Dunn. 

„    Dodson. 

„    Garbers. 

Aid"  Chesshyre. 

M'  Dampe. 

M^  Hall,  Stranger. 

After  Dinner : 

M""  Carver. 

W.  Kerr. 


» 


)> 


Milne. 


M**  George  Hall  of  Dundee  in  Scotland  was  this  day  ad- 
mitted &  sworn  a  Member  of  this  Ancient  Corporation. 

Sephton,  11  May  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alder"  Banner. 

„      Payne. 

02 
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W  Stanton. 

„  Astley. 

„  Hinde. 

„  West 

„  Ward. 

„  Lodge. 

„  Grundy. 

„  Garbers. 

„  Dodson. 

,,  Dunn. 

Sephton,  18  May  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alder"  Whaley. 
„      Banner. 

M'^  Astley. 

„    E.  Newsham. 

„    Stanton. 

„    Garbers. 

„    T.  Newsham. 
After  Dinner : 

M*"  Percival. 

„    Bancroft 

„    Black. 

„    Dodson. 
Stranger : 

Rev^  M^  Binfield. 

M*"  Edw*^  Darwin  was  sworn  in  Constable  to  the  Corporation  ; 
at  same  time  the  Rev"*  M""  Henry  Binfield  was  proposed  as  an 
honorary  Member,  ^  M*"  Astley,  was  duly  elected,  &  after- 
wards sworn  in  Chaplin  to  the  Corporation. 

Sephton,  25^*^  May,  1788. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Bailiff  Newsham. 
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Alderman  Whalley. 
„  Holland* 
M*"  Dodson. 

„    W.  Unsworth. 

„    Stanton. 

„    Garbers. 

„  'Elitoarft  iaetosjant,  Att^  Genl 

Stranger : 

M^  Dakin,  from  Warrington. 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  Troutbeck. 
Rev'*  M*"  Rothwell. 
Rev*  M**  Johnson. 

M*"  Edw*  Dakin  was  afterwards  sworn  in  a  ffreeman,  took 
the  Oath's  appointed,  and  paid  his  fees  accordingly. 

Sephton,  i  June  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Banner. 
M^  Astley. 

Stanton. 

„    Grundy. 

„    Midgley. 

Garbers. 

Greaves. 

After  Dinner : 

M'  Ansdell. 
M^  Bancroft. 

Sephton,  8  June  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
„         Payne. 
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M""  Lowe. 
„    Garbers. 
„    Unsworth. 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  Lorrimer. 

M"^  Darwin,  Constable. 

Sephton,  15  June  1788. 
Present : 

Alderman  Newsham,  Pre^ 
M**  James  Astley. 

„    Peter  Holland. 

„    T.  C.  H.  Garbers. 

„    John  Watson. 

„    Thomas  Midgley. 

„    John  Stanton,  Jun^ 

After  Dinner : 

Edward  Darwin,  Constable. 

Sephton,  22*  June  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Zuill. 

„  Banner. 

M**  James  Astley. 
„    James  Grundy. 
„    Thomas  Midgley. 
„    Robert  Preston. 
„    William  Kerr. 
„    Andrew  Dodson. 
Strangers : 

M*"  M^Kenzie. 
„    Philip  Moore. 
„    James  Browa 
After  Dinner : 

M"^  Alex**  Wotherspoon,  Antient  freeman. 

At  a  Council  held  this  day  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEPHTON       199 

a  general  Petition  be  sent  up  to  the  House  of  Lords  against  the 
Bill,  now  pending  before  their  Lordships,  for  restricting  the 
Number  of  Slaves  to  be  transported  in  each  Ship  from  Africa  to 
the  West  Indies  and  elsewhere,  praying  that  the  Petitioners 
may  be  heard  by  their  Counsell  at  their  Lordships'  Bar.  The 
Town  Clerk  prepared  the  Petition,  &  it  was  signed  by  upwards 
of  11,000  Inhabitants,  &  sent  up  to  London,  to  be  presented  to 
their  Lordships  by  the  Earle  of  Galloway. 

Ordered  in  Councill  that  the  thanks  of  this  Corporation  be 
given  to  M*"  Alex**  Wotherspocn  (he  being  before  a  freeman)  for 
the  indefatigable  pains  he  has  taken  before  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  &  the  Privy  Council  in  this  important 
Business. 

Mess"  Andrew  M'^Kenzie, 
Philip  Moore, 
James  Brown 
were  proposed  Members  of  this  Corporation,  were  duly  admitted, 
and  drank  their  Ale  in  a  Stile. 

[A  subject  which  prominently  presents  itself  in  these 
Records  is  the  slave  trade.  The  only  blot  on  the 
commercial  fame  of  Liverpool  is  the  African  slave  trade. 
Other  towns  were  engaged  in  the  hateful  traffic,  but  that 
is  no  excuse.  *  It  may  be  regretted,'  says  Baines  in  his 
remarks  on  this  subject,   '  but   it  cannot  be  denied  that 

part  of  the  prosperity  of  Liverpool  during  the  eighteenth 
century  arose  from  a  traffic  now  happily  abolished  by  all 
civilised  nations,  and  detested  by  all  men  of  human  feel- 
ing.' The  trade  began  in  1709.  In  that  year  the  first 
slaveship  sailed  from  this  port.  It  rapidly  spread.  In 
1730  15  vessels  sailed  from  Liverpool  for  the  coast  of 
Africa.  In  1751  53  vessels  set  out,  of  upwards  of  5,000 
tons  ;  in  1771  106  vessels,  with  double  that  amount  of 
tonnage,  and  in  1806,  the  last  year  of  this  merchandise 
in  human  flesh    ui  vessels,  of  no  less  than  2';,ooo  tons 
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burden.  The  members  of  this  mock  corporation,  in  common 
with  the  majority  of  Liverpool  merchants,  were  in  favour 
of  this  trade.  Many  of  them  were  doubtless  implicated 
in  it.  The  fact  that  there  were  always  on  its  list  of 
members  two  *  African  Committee  men,'  and  the  mock 
titles  of  '  Governor  of  the  Tantum  Quarry  on  the  Gold 
Coast,'  and  '  Prince  of  Anamaboe  or  Palaver  Settler,* 
already  recorded,  are  strong  evidence  on  the  subject. 
The  distinction  was  conferred  on  Captain  John  Heble- 
thwaite,  of  15  Clayton  Square,  in  1 791,  as  a  rebuke  for 
boasting,  '  he  having  declared  himself  to  be  the  oldest 
African  merchant  in  the  trade.'] 

[The  Bill  petitioned  against  was  a  Bill  which  had 
been  introduced  by  Sir  William  Dolbcn,^  and  carried  in 
the  Commons,  to  limit  the  number  of  slaves  to  be  con- 
veyed in  each  vessel  in  proportion  to  its  tonnage. 
'Strange  to  say,'  adds  Hughes  ('  History,'  chap,  xxxi.), 
*  petitions  were  presented  against  this  humane  act  of 
legislation  by  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  Bristol,  and 
London.'  The  Liverpool  petition,  we  learn  from  this 
entry,  was  signed  by  11,000  inhabitants  and  upwards, 
more  than  a  fourth  of  the  whole  population,  which 
amounted  in  1784  to  about  41,000. 

The  noble  earl  who  was  selected  to  present  this 
petition  was  John,  seventh  Earl  of  Galloway,  K.T.,  and 
one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Bed  Chamber  to  George  1 1 1.  He 
was  enrolled  amongst  the  peers  of  Great  Britain,  as 
Baron  Stewart  of  Garlies,  County  Wigtown,  on  June  6, 
1796.     He  died  in  1S06  (November  13). 

Again,  on  June  7  in  the  following  year  the  excitement 
becomes  greater,  as  we  shall  see  presently.] 

'   M.P.  for  Oxford. 
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Sephton,  29^**  June  1788, 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Banner. 
M*"  Francis  Holland. 

„    H.  Dampe. 

„    James  Browne. 

„    Edward  Newsham. 

„    John  Watson. 

„    Andrew  Dodson. 

„    Thomas  Midgley. 

„    James  Grundy. 

„    John  Stanton. 

„    John  Cooper. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  John  Clegg. 
After  Dinner : 

M*"  James  Astley. 

„    John  Blackstock,  Jun*". 

M"^  Dampe  proposed  M**  John  Blackstock,  and  M*"  James 
Browne  M*"  John  Clegg,  to  become  Members  of  this  antient 
Borough,  who  were  accepted,  &  took  the  Oath  in  that  case 
provided,  &  drank  their  Ale  in  a  good  Stile. 

Sephton,  July  6^*^  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Aid"  Banner. 

M*"  Astley. 

„    Hind. 

„    Garbers. 

„    Midgley 

„    Grundy. 

„    Dampe. 
Strangers  : 

Pillson. 
Barrymore. 
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After  Dinner : 

M''  H^  Lickbarrow. 
„    Kay. 
„    Bolton. 

M"^  Grundy  proposed  M*"  Barrymore  to  become  a  Member  of 
this  Ancient  Corporation,  who  was  Accepted  &  took  the  usual 
Oath  on  the  Occasion  &  Drank  his  Ale  stylish. 

M""  Ry  Lickbarrow  propos'd  IVP  Jos**  Kea  to  become  a 
Member  also,  who  was  Accepted  &  took  the  oath  also. 

M**  Grundy  also  propos'd  M^  Phillip  Pillson  as  a  Member  of 
this  Corp" — who  was  accepted  likewise — who  Drank  his  Ale 
Gallantly  Indeed. 

Sephton,  13  July  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

And  plenty  of  Table  Room. 

Sephton,  20  July,  1788. 

Present : 

Alderman  Whally,  Esq^ 
J  no.  C.  H.  Garbers. 

A  very  good  Dinner. 

Sephton,  2f^  July,  1788. 

A  very  wet  Sunday  and  no  members  of  the  Corporation 
attended. 

Sephton,  3^  August,  1788. 

Present : 

Alderman  Henry  Newsham. 
Thomas  Newsham,  Bailiff. 
M""  Edw'*  Banner,  Alderman. 
M*"  John  Foxcroft. 
M*"  Garbers. 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEPHTON       203 

M""  Andrew  Dodson. 
M'^  John  Blackstock. 
M'  Samuel  Patten. 
M'"  W°»  Matthews. 
M*-  Tho*  Midgley. 
Tho*  Naylor,  Recorder. 

M*"  Thomas  Newsham  proposed  M"*  Patten  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Corporation. 

M"^  John  Blackstock  proposed  M**  W™  Matthews  to  become 
a  Member  of  this  Corporation. 

Tis  supposed  both  were  made  Free. 

Sephton,  10  Aug.  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Aldermen  Newsham. 
Payne. 

M*"  Garbers. 

M*"  Byrom 
Strangers  : 

M*"  James  Johnson. 

M'  Thomas  Mather. 
After  Dinner : 

M""  Andrew  Dodson. 

M*"  Byrom  propos'd  M*"  James   Johnson,  &   M*"  Garbers  M"" 
Tho*  Mather,  to  become  Freemen  &  of  course  was  sworn  in. 
Since  the  above  M**  Joseph  Lowe  &  M^  J.  Blackburn. 

Sephton,  17***  Aug*,  1788. 

Present : 

M*"  Lickbarrow,  Esq^  Mayor.. 

Alderm"  Hen^  Newsham,]  ... 

-  ,      ^   Ml  -Aldermen. 

John  ZuiUe, 

M^  T.  Newsham,  Bailiff. 

M**  J.  Williamson. 

M*"  E.  Banner,  Alderman. 
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M**  A.  Troutbeck. 
M*"  —  Garbcrs. 
M*"  W.  Nelson. 
M*"  xA.  Dodson. 
M*"  E.  Newsham. 

M*"  T.  Newsham  proposed  M*"  Will.  Wain,  of  Liverpool,  to 
become  a  Member  of  this  Ancient  and  Loyal  Corporation,  who 
was  accepted  and  took  the  Oath  on  the  occasion  and  drank  his 
Ale  accordingly. 

M**  Ja"  Williamson  proposed  M**  Richard  Wright,  of  Prescot, 
to  become  a  Member  of  this  Ancient  and  Lloyal  Corporation, 
who  was  accepted  and  took  the  Oath  on  the  Occasion  and 
drank  his  Ale  accordingly. 

M**  A.  Troutbeck  proposed  M**  Stephen  Beckett,  of  Liverpool, 
to  become  a  Member  of  this  Ancient  and  Lloyal  Corporation, 
who  was  accepted  and  took  the  Oath  on  the  Occasion  and  drank 
his  Ale  accordingly. 

M''  W.  Nelson  was  sworn  in  Governor  of  the  Virgin  Islands 
and  took  the  Oath  accordingly. 

Sephton,  24*^'  August,  1788. 

Present  : 

Edward  Banner,  Esq*",  D.  Mayor. 
M^  James  Astley. 

„    Andrew  Dodson. 

„    John  Stanton. 

„    Thomas  Newsham,  Bailiff. 

After  Dinner  : 

M*"  Anthony  Troutbeck. 
„    W.  N.  Wright. 


» 


Thomas  Bancroft. 


This  day  the  Right  Rev"*  P^ather  in  God,  Doctor  —  Cleaver, 
Bishop  of  this  Diocese,  preached  a  most  excellent  sermon  before 
the  worshipful  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  ;  he  was  elegantly 
entertained  by  the  Mayor  afterwards,  and  will  hold  a  Confirma- 
tion at  the  Parish  Church  to-morrow  Morning. 
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[This  was  Dr.  William  Cleaver,  Oxon.,  Bishop  of 
Chester  from  1788  to  1800.  In  the  latter  year  he  was 
translated  to  Bangor.  His  visit  to  Sephton  must  have 
been  one  of  his  early  visits  in  his  new  diocese.] 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  31"*  August  1788. 
The  day  being  remarkably  bad,  no  person  attended  at  the 
Council  Room,  Except  Alexander  Wotherspoon,  Esquire,  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  Enjoying  the  sweets  of  Single  Blessedness. 

At  Sephton  Sunday  the  7***  Sep*"  1788. 

Present : 

Alderman  Will.  Whaley,  ^  Mayor. 
M*"  Thomas  Newsham,  Bailiff. 
M*"  James  Williamson. 
M*"  William  Denison. 
M*"  William  Hadkinson. 
M**  James  Astley. 
M**  John  Stanton. 
M*"  William  Unsworth. 
M*"  James  Percival. 
M^  Richard  Wright. 
M'  John  Christian  Hartwig  Garbers. 
M*"  John  Watson. 
M''  John- Blacks tock. 


Freemen  \ 


Visitors 


M*"  William  Stanistreet,  Jun*". 

M*"  Josiah  Williamson. 

M**  John  Clarke,  jun**.  Grocer. 

M--  William  Wain. 

After  Dinner : 

M*"  Samuel  Patten. 

The  Reverend  M*"  Johnson. 

M*"  Thomas  Newsham  in  a  short  and  pithy  speech  begged 
leave  to  propose  M**  William  Stanistreet  jun*",  of  Liverpool,  as  a  fit 
and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  a  freeman  of  Ihis  Ancient  and 
Loyal  Corporation,  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  M*"  James 
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Williamson,  it  was  carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative,  and 
M*"  Stanistreet  accordingly  took  the  ancient  oath  in  the  accus- 
tomed way,  drank  his  ale  with  honourable  and  meritorious 
alacrity  and  avidity,  and  was  recorded  in  due  form. 

M*"  Alderman  Whaley  begged  leave  to  propose  M*"  Josiah 
Williamson,  of  Liverpool,  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  ad- 
mitted a  freeman  of  this  ancient  and  loyal  corporation,  and  the 
motion  being  seconded  by  M**  William  Hadkinson,  it  was  carried 
ncmine  dissentiente,  and  M*"  Josiah  Williamson  accordingly  took 
the  ancient  oath  in  the  accustomed  way,  drank  his  Ale  with 
avidity  and  alacrity,  and  was  recorded  in  due  Form. 

M""  Josiah  Williamson  begged  leave  to  propose  M*"  John 
Clarke,  jun*",  Grocer  of  Liverpool,  as  a  proper  person  to  be  ad- 
mitted a  Freeman  of  this  ancient  and  Loyal  Corporation,  and 
the  motion  being  seconded  by  M*"  Thomas  Newsham,  it  was 
carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative,  and  M*"  Clarke  accordingly 
took  the  ancient  oath  in  the  accustomed  way,  drank  his  ale  with 
constitutional  firmness  and  temperate  avidity,  and  was  recorded 
in  due  form. 


At  Sephton,  on  Sunday  y«  \^  Sep*"  1788. 

Present : 

William  Nowell  Lickbarrow,  Esq',  Mayor. 

Alderman  Edward  Banner. 

M'  James  Astley. 

M*^  John  Stanton. 

M**  John  Christian  Hartwig  Garbers. 

M'  James  Percival. 

M**  John  Lodge. 

M'  Samuel  Patten. 

M*"  James  Grundy. 

M'  James  Williamson. 
Visitor  : 

M'  James  Taylor. 

M'^  Astley  begged  Leave  to  propose  M""  James  Taylor  as  a  fit 
and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  to  the  Freedom  of  this  Ancient 
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and  Loyal  Corporation,  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by 
M*"  John  Stanton,  it  was  carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative, 
and  M*"  Taylor  accordingly  took  y®  ancient  oath  in  the  accustomed 
manner,  drank  his  ale  Like  a  man,  and  was  recorded  in  propria 
formA. 

It  being  reported  by  M*"  Astley  that  the  Church  Steeple  is 
out  of  Repair  and  the  Weather  Cock  does  not  veer  according  to 
the  true  Laws  of  the  Compass, 

Ordered  unanimously  that  an  accurate  survey  be  immediately 
taken  of  the  Steeple  and  Weather  Cock,  and  that  M""  James 
Grundy  be  appointed  to  survey  the  same.  And  be  directed  to 
make  an  immediate  report  of  the  state  and  Condition  he  finds 
them  in. 

M**  James  Grundy  accordingly  went  and  made  his  survey  and 
then  reported  that  he  had  duly  made  the  same,  And  found 
that— 

*  The  Steeple  did  not  stand  quite  so  stiff  and  firm  as  it  should 
do,  and  that  the  Cock  appeared  to  him  to  be  much  out  of  order 
and  not  capable  of  giving  so  much  satisfaction  as  might  be 
expected  in  its  accustomed  veerings  and  motions.' 

Therefore  It  was  unanimously  ordered  that  y®  Steeple  be 
immediately  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  in  a  tight,  stiff,  staunch,  and 
strong  manner,  so  as  in  future  to  give  no  cause  of  Complaint  to 
any  Freeman  or  his  wife,  And  that  the  Cock  be  neatly  gilt  and 
put  into  the  best  trim  possible  for  performing  its  operations  in 
future. 

[The  anxiety  here  expressed  in  mock  terms  received 
a  solemn  confirmation  a  few  years  later,  when  in  1802 
a  portion  of  the  steeple  was  thrown  down  in  a  violent 
storm.  The  circumstance  is  alluded  to  both  by  Baines 
and  Gore  in  their  annals,  thus  : — 

*  1802,  January  21. — A  dreadful  hurricane.  Consider- 
able damages  done  by  sea  and  land.  The  tide  rose  six 
feet  higher  than  the  calculation  in  the  tide  table. 
Sephton  Church  which,'  adds  Baines,  apparently  believing 
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the  story  of  the  four  ones  (||||)/  ''^^^  stood  691  years, 
lost  about  five  feet  of  its  spire  with  the  weather  vane.' 

I  do  not  see  why  the  weather  vane  should  be  so 
particularly  mentioned,  unless  there  were  some  mysterious 
communication  between  the  two  writers  named  and  the 
recorder  of  the  above  entr)^ 

The  portion  of  the  steeple  which  was  thrown  down 
did  not,  fortunately,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  fall  upon  the 
church,  but  the  accident  nevertheless  cost  the  parish  a 
considerable  sum,  as  I  find  in  the  churchwardens  accounts 
for  the  year  1802  the  following  entry  : — 

Taking  down  part  of  the  Steeple,  &  rebuilding  the 

same,  as  by  agreement :£  226 

And  again,  in  the  accounts  of  the  constable  of  the 
township  of  Sephton  for  the  same  year,  the  following  : — 

Paid  to  the  repairs  of  the  Church  Steeple  .     £21   5   10^ 

so  that  altogether,  with  the  addition  of  such  items  as  the 
following : — 

Advertising  the  Church  Steeple         .         .£0150 
Spent  at  letting  the  Jobb  .         .         .         .£186 

the  injury  done  to  the  spire  must  have  required  an  outlay 

•  co/    tn  rpnair  it  1 


of  250/.  to  repair  it] 


Sunday  the  21"'  September  1788. 
Being  a  very  rainy  day,  no  person  attended  at  Sephton. 

'  The  story  of  the  four  ones  is  an  allusion  to  a  little  shield  over  the 
porch  bearing  what  appear  to  be  four  straight  strokes,  the  supposed  date  of 
the  church,  but  which  form  in  reality  the  sacred  monogram  I.H.S. 
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At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  28*»»  Sep*  '88. 
Present : 

William  Nowell  Lickbarrow,  Esq™,  Mayor 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

W  Bailiff  Newsham. 

M*"  William  Denison. 

M*"  John  Christian  Hartwig  Garbers. 

M*"  James  Williamson. 

Who  dined  together  on  a  good  boiTd  Leg  of  mutton  and  a 
piece  of  roast  Boof  ana  drank  a  chearful  glass  after  dinner  with 
boon  conviviality. 


At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  5^**  day  of  October  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M**  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Bailiff  Newsham,  alias  Murphy. 

M*"  James  Grundy. 

M**  James  Percival. 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson,  jun*". 

M*"  James  Williamson. 
Visitor  : 

The  Reve"*  John  Langton  Leech. 

After  dinner  the  Corporation  were  also  visited  by 

M*"  Joseph  Kay,  a  Freeman, 
M*"  W™  Thompson,  attorney,  a  Stranger, 
M*"  Samuel  Patten,  a  Freeman. 

The  Corporation  un&  voce  voted  the  Reverend  M'  Leech  an 
honorary  freeman,  with  thanks  for  his  two  excellent  sermons 
preached  to-day,  and  M**  Leech  accordingly  drank  his  ale  and 
was  inrolled  among  the  Corporation  Records. 

M**  Kay  begged  leave  to  propose  M**  Thompson  as  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  be  admitted  a  Freeman,  and  the  motion,  being 
seconded  by  Af'  Murphy,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and 
M'  Thompson  was  duly  sworn  &  inrolled  propria  formcL. 

P 
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At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  12*"  October  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M""  George  Green,  jun*". 

M*"  James  Astley. 

M'  John  Stanton. 

M*"  James  Williamson. 
Visitor : 

M*"  Lewis  Charles  Daubuz. 
After  dinner : 

M*"  Joseph  Kaye. 

The  Corporation  was  honoured  by  a  visit  from  the  Lord 
Penrhyn,  who  rode  through  the  Liberties  of  the  Borough  with 
Thomas  Smyth,  Esquire. 

This  being  waiting  Sunday  and  next  Saturday  election  day, 
ordered  that  the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  be  given  next 
Saturday  to  the  Mayor  for  his  past  meritorious  and  upright 
services,  and  that  the  Corporation  do  next  Saturday  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a  Successor,  and  dine  together  in  form  at  Sephton 
for  the  last  time  during  the  present  Mayoralty,  And  that  John 
Stanton,  Esq^,  be  recommended  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to 
succeed  to  the  Office  of  Mayor  in  the  stead  of  M*"  Lickbarrow, 
who  this  day  notified  his  absence  as  soon  about  to  be  occasioned. 

M*"  Lickbarrow  begged  leave  to  propose  M'  Lewis  Charles 
Daubuz,  of  Fahnouth,  as  a  fit  and  proper  Person  to  be  admitted 
a  Burgess,  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  M*"  Williamson  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  M**  Daubuz  having  drunk  his 
wine  and  water  instead  of  ale  was  admitted  in  form  with  the 
usual  ceremonies. 

N.B. — M*"  Daubuz  could  not  drink  ale  and  he  was  therefore 
indulged  with  wine  and  water  in  preference,  which  he  drank 
manfully. 

And  it  is  to  further  be  noted  that  on  Account  of  this  being 
waiting  Sunday  y^  Corporation  were  honoured  with  the  attend** 
of  the  Blue  Boys. 

[Lord  Penrhyn's  name  was  Pennant.     He  was  created 
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an  Irish  peer  in  1783.  He  was  connected  with  Liverpool, 
and  had  considerable  influence,  so  that  we  can  quite 
understand  his  representing  the  town  from  1784  to  1790. 
His  visit  on  this  occasion  was  no  doubt  in  a  great 
measure  political. 

His  companion,  Thomas  Smyth,  Esq.,  resided  at 
23  Paradise  Street,  merchant.  Lord  Penrhyn  had  been 
opposed  in  1784  by  Colonel  Tarleton,  who  was  only 
eleven  votes  behind,  and  petitioned  against  his  return, 
but  afterwards  withdrew  his  petition. 

The  Colonel  was  a  popular  man  :  he  had  served  in 
America  and  had  lost  two  of  his  fingers,  and  Sir  James 
Picton  gives  us  a  laughable  account  of  his  mode  of 
holding  up  his  crippled  hand  to  excite  the  compassion 
of  his  hearers  when  other  arguments  failed  him. 

On  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  in  June  10,  1790, 
Colonel  Tarleton  again  came  forward  to  try  conclusions 
with  his  former  antagonist,  and  on  this  occasion  his 
efforts  were  successful,  to  the  great  surprise,  however,  of 
himself  and  his  party.] 

At  Sephton  on  Saturday  the  18'^^  October  1788. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  Election  of  a  Mayor  & 

other  Officers,  the  undermentioned   Members  of  the  Borough 

attended  : — 

W™  N.  Lickbarrow,  Esq**,  presid. 

M^Begg  1  Bailiffs 

M*"  Tho'  Newsham 

M""  Cheshyre. 

.  M**  Harding.  M*"  Dampe. 

M*"  Grundy.  M**  Garbers. 

M*"  Astley.  M*"  Banner. 

M*"  Stanton.  M*"  Ja*  Wrigley  Roberts, 

M*-  Black.  M'  Beckett 

p  2 
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W  West.  W  Denison. 

M'  Kaye.  M*"  Patton. 

M^  H.  Lickbarrow.  M*"  W°»  Neilson. 

M*"  Williamson.  M*"  Dodson. 

M*"  Wetherspoon.  M""  Hadkinson. 

M*"  Troutbeck.  Edward  Blackstock,  T.  C. 

M*"  Percival.  M**  Unsworth. 

M''  Edw^  Newsham.  M*"  Watson. 

M*"  James  Taylor. 

M*^  John  Stanton  was  unanimously  elected  Mayor  of  Sephton 
for  the  ensuing  year  and  took  the  oath  of  Office.  W™  N.  Lick- 
barrow, the  late  Mayor,  was  appointed  Coroner,  &  took  the 
oath  of  Office,     & 

Mr  W™  Neilson,  Mayor's  Bailiff,  & 
M^  James  Astley,  Town's  Bailiff, 

who  severally  took  the  oath  of  Office. 

The  Members  who  had  the  Honor  of  being  in  Office  for  the 
last  year  were  continued  without  opposition,  viz*^ : 

M^  S.  Cheshyre.— ColK  of  the  Cust°". 

M"*  Begg. — African  Committee  Man. 

M"*  John  Harding. — Rum  Contractor 

M""  James  Grundy. — Surv**  of  the  Highways. 

M*"  Edward  Newsham. — Attorney  Gen^ 

,-,  ^      ,  ,.  (One  of  the  Clks  of  the 

M^  SamM^atton  —     ^.      ^    en 

\  Court  of  Conscience. 

M*"  Hadkinson. — Shipbroker. 

M"*  Andrew  Dodson. — Auditor  Gen*. 

M"^  Williamson. — Recorder. 

M'  Dampe- '    Translator  of  the 

i  Oriental  Languages. 
M**  Garbers. — Imperial  German  Amb**  and  Ckc. 

M^   James  Taylor.- J  ^'^""'^"^^^  ^"^  A'^^^^^" 

(   smith  to  the  Corporate 

M^  James  Roberts. — Capt"  of  the  Grenadins. 

]Vlr  Beckett— I  ^''"^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Corpor"  and  Apo- 

1  thecary,  &c.  &c. 

M^  Denison.— Subbailiff 
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M^  Henry  Lickbarrow.-]0^^^f^[.^<;  ^^^ 
^  t  bast^  Children. 

M*"  West. — Master  of  the  Ceremonies. 

M**  Watson  — Ironfounder. 

M^  Troutbeck.-Subbailiff. 

M*"  Percival. — Surv*"  of  the  Paris  Mine. 

M*"  Kaye.  —  Ivory  contractor. 

M*"  Wotherspoon. — African  Com®  Man. 

M""  Edward  Banner. — Ranger  of  the  Forests. 

Andrew  Black. — Bell-man. 

& 

Edward  Blackstock. — Town  Clerk. 

Tho"  Newsham. — Vintner  to  y®  Corp". 

The  Mayor  as  usual  complimented  the  Company  with  Half  a 
Guinea,  &  the  Bailiffs  each  according  to  Custom  complimented 
the  Company  with  5  /  3. 

M""  Anthy  Troutbeck  having  bidden  6  doz.  &  \  bottles  of 
Wine  for  the  nomination  of  a  Lady  patroness  was  the  highest 
bidder  &  was  pleased  to  name 

Miss  Rothwell,  of  Sephtone. 

M*"  Troutbeck  very  generously  said  that  it  was  foreign  from 
his  intention  to  do  things  by  halves  &  therefore  beg'd  leave  to 
make  the  number  of  Bottles  7  Doz.,  which  met  with  the  unani- 
mous approbation  of  the  Members,  who  were  pleas'd  to  Compli- 
ment M*"  Troutbeck  in  the  most  handsome  manner  upon  the 
occasion. 


At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  19*^  October  '88. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  Esq**®,  Mayor. 
James  Astley,  Esq^  Town's-Bailiff. 
Alderman  Chesshyre. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
M""  James  Grundy. 
M*"  John  Blackburne, 
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Visitor : 


M**  William  Denison,  jun^ 

M*"  John  Christian  Hartwig  Garbers. 

M*"  William  Unsworth,  jun'. 

M*"  William  Hodkinson. 

M'  Andrew  Dodson,  jun*". 

M"^  James  Williamson,  Recorder. 

The  Rev^  M*"  Leech,  Chaplain. 

M""  Charles  Eyes. 


This  being  waiting  Sunday  the  Corporation  went  to  Church 
P.M.,  when  a  most  excellent  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
Reverend  M**  Leech  from  Genesis  28,  verse  16.  And  for  which 
after  Service  the  united  thanks  of  the  members  present  was 
cheerfully  voted. 

M*"  Mayor  begged  leave  to  recommend  M**  Charles  Eyes  as  a 
fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  a  Freeman,  &  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  M*"  Recorder,  it  was  carried  unanimously  in 
the  affirmative.  And  M*"  Eyes  drank  his  ale  accordingly  in  a 
manful  manner,  and  was  admitted  and  recorded  in  due  form. 

M"*  John  Blackburne  was  admitted  into  the  Office  of  Sword 
Bearer  and  drank  his  ale  manfully,  in  the  form  of  punch,  as  he 
did  not  like  malt  liquor. 

M"*  Charles  Eyes  was  admitted  into  the  office  of  Architect 
and  drank  his  punch  agreeably  to  precedent. 

M""  William  Unsworth,  jun^  was  admitted  into  the  Office  of 
Ale  taster,  and  in  order  that  he  might  not  prove  himself  un- 
worthy of  the  important  appointment  he  drank  Ale,  which  he 
took  in  with  great  avidity  and  ale-tasting  judgment. 

M""  Edward  Darwin  was  admitted  into  the  Office  of  High 
Constable  and  drank  punch. 

The  Reverend  John  Langton  Leech  was  canonically  pre- 
sented, instituted,  and  inducted  into  the  sacred  office  of  Chaplain 
of  the  Corporation,  and  by  a  Free  Libation  of  that  ancient 
Liquor  commonly  called  Punch  proved  himself  not  altogether 
unworthy  of  enjoying  the  corporate  spirituality. 

The  Time  of  Duration  of  the  Corporation's  continuing  to 
hold  their  sabbatical  congregations  being  now  terminated 
according   to   ancient    usage,    Ordered    that   the    records   and 
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Regalia  be  forthwith  removed  to  the  house  of  Thomas  Halliwell 
at  Bootle,  there  to  await  the  next  meeting  of  the  Corporation  on 
Sunday  next,  to  which  place  and  on  which  day  the  Corporation 
have  unanimously  declared  their  next  assembly  to  be  adjourned. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  26**"  Ocf  1788,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment from  Sephton  on  Sunday  last. 

Present : 

William  Neilson,  Locum  tenens. 

M*-  Bailiff  Astley. 

James  Williamson,  Recorder. 

M**  Chesshyre. 

M^  Thomas  Newsham. 

M*"  Cobham  Richardson. 

M^  Hans  Dampe. 

M**  Andrew  Dodson,  jun^ 

M*"  Thomas  Midgley. 

M*"  Alderman  Whalley. 
Visitor  : 

M^  John  Knox. 
After  dinner  : 

Tony  Troutback,  Esq' 


■re 


After  dinner  M*"  Neilson  begg'd  leave  to  propose  M*"  Knox 
as  a  fit  and  proper  •  person  to  be  admitted  a  Freeman,  and  the 
motion  being  seconded  by  M*"  Newsham,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  &  M**  Knox  accordingly  drank  his  ale  and  was 
admitted  and  inrolled  in  Form. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  second  day  of  November  1788, 
being  the  Sunday  next  preceding  the  Centenary  of  the 
Glorious  and  ever  to  be  remembered  Revolution. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Recorder. 
M*"  Bailiff  Neilson 
M*"  Dampe. 
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M*"  Lickbarrow. 

M""  Astley. 

M**  Alderman  Chesshyre. 

M*"  Newsham  (Henry). 

M*"  Thomas  Midgley. 

M**  Grundy. 

M*"  Edward  Banner,  Alderman 

M**  Dunn. 

M""  Andrew  Dodson. 

M*"  Alderman  Whalley. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  9***  Novem  1788. 

Present : 

M*"  Neilson,  Locum  tenens. 

M*"  Alderman  Whalley. 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M^  Recorder. 

M*-  Bailiff  Astley. 

M*"  Dunn. 

M*'  Dodson. 

M""  Kay,  after  dinner. 

M"*  Will.  Unsworth,  jun"". 
Visitor  : 

M""  William  Tempest  Christian. 

M"^  Recorder  begged  leave  to  propose  M**  Christian  as  a  fit 
and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  a  Burgess  of  the  Borough,  and 
the  motion  being  seconded  by  M*"  Bailiff  Astley  it  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative.  And  M''  Christian  accordingly  took  the  ancient 
path,  drank  his  ale  manfully,  and  was  admitted  and  inrollcd  in 
proper  form. 

M*"  Recorder  with  the  utmost  deference  rose  in  his  seat  and 
begged  leave  to  signify  that  on  Sunday  last  as  he  and  Burgess 
Dunn  were  returning  home  from  the  Borough  along  the  Banks 
of  the  Canal  Burgess  Dunn  involuntarily  but  yet  of  his  own 
accord  and  without  any  impulse  ab  extra,  walked  into  the  Canal, 
where  he  was  exposed  to  a  most  copious  ablution.     And  there- 
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fore  M**  Recorder  humbly  moved  that  in  order  to  guard  against 
a  similar  accident  in  future,  whereby  the  life  of  a  worthy  Burgess 
prone  to  Liquor  might  be  endangered,  the  Corporation  shall 
forthwith  give  directions  to  their  Surveyor  to  survey  the  road 
along  the  Canal  and  next  Sunday  report  to  the  Corporation  the 
most  effectual  mode  to  be  adopted  for  guarding  against  a  similar 
accident.  And  the  motion  being  seconded  by  M*"  Dodson,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 


Aldermen. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  16^*^  Novem*  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M'  Ncilson,)_  ...^ 

M^  Astley,  r^^l^«^^- 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Newsham, 

M**  Banner, 

M*"  Dunn, 

M^  Miller, 

M*"  Thomas  Newsham, 

M**  Garbers,  ^Ancient  Burgesses. 

M*-  Kaye, 

M"*  Dodson, 

M"^  West, 

Visitor  : 

M'  Patrick  Burne,  of  Dundalk. 
After  dinner : 

M*"  Burgess  Dampe. 

M*"  Dunn  begged  leave  to  propose  M**  Burne  as  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  be  admitted  a  Burgess,  and  on  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  M**  Bailiff  Astley  he  was  admitted  un^  voce 
and  drank  his  ale  uno  ore. 

This  day  M*"  William  Miller  was  appointed  to  the  important 
office  of  Inspector  of  the  Woollen  Hall  of  this  Ancient  &  Loyal 
Corporation, 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  23"*  Nov^  1788. 

Present : 

The  Mayor, 

M**  Neilson,)^  ..._ 

M^  Astley,  r^^'^*^^ 

M*"  Recorder. 

M""  Newsham. 

M'^  Dodson. 

M'  Whalley. 

M*"  Bromfield. 

M-"  Miller. 

M*"  Banner. 

M'  West. 

E.  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

M*"  Dunn. 

M*-  Pillson. 

M*"  Pillson  was  appointed  to  the  Office  of  Beadle  and 
took  the  usual  Oath. 

M*"  B.  Bromfield  was  appointed  to  the  Office  of  Statuary  & 
took  the  usual  Oath. 


Bootle,  30  November,  1788. 
Sunday. 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Whaley. 

Banner. 

Lickbarrow. 
M*"  Dampe. 
M*"  Astley. 
M**  Dodson. 
M*"  W.  Unsworth. 

The  afternoon  was  spent  in  tranquillity. 
Afterwards  came  M**  C.  Eyes. 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  y^  day  of  December  1788. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M'-  Bailiff  Neilson. 
M'  Recorder. 

iWhalley, 
Banner, 
Lickbarrow,^ 


Aldermen. 


Mess"  { 


/Dampe,  \ 

Cobham  Richardson, 
Thomas  Newsham, 
Andrew  Dodson,  jun^ 
John  Lodge, 

\Will.  Unsworth,  JunV 


>•  Ancient  Burgesses. 


All  of  whom  dined  together,  and  spent  the  afternoon  in  a 
convivial  manner. 

M*"  Lodge  on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  seconded  by  M' 
Newsham,  was  unanimously  admitted  and  recorded  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania. 

M^  Cobham  Richardson  on  the  same  motion  and  seconded 
by  the  same  was  admitted  and  recorded  Inspector  of  the  Coney 
Warren. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  tnc  14*^  Decem  '88. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*-  Bailiff  Astley. 
M*"  Recorder. 
,  Whalley,       \ 
Messieurs.  Banner,  v  Aldermen. 

Lickbarrow,  j 

M''  Garbers,  )  a      .        t> 

M'  Thomas  Midgley.r"^'^"*  Burgesses. 

Visitor  : 

M'  John  Gibb. 
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All  of  whom  dined  together,  and  after  dinner  were  attended 
by  the  following  Gentlemen  :  viz. 


M*"  Will.  Unsworth,  jun' 
M*"  Anthony  Troutbeck, 
M""  Thomas  Potter,  I  . 
M^  James  Chaffers,  i  ^^^^^^^s- 


Ancient  Burgesses. 


M**  John  Gibb  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder  and  M"^  Thomas 
Potter  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Troutbeck  (which  motions  were 
seconded  by  the  Mayor)  were  severally  admitted  to  the  Franchise 
of  Ancient  Burgesses  of  this  Ancient  and  Loyal  Corporation, 
drank  their  ale  magnanimously,  and  were  recorded  in  form. 

M**  Recorder  begged  leave  to  propose  M*"  J  no.  Gibb  as  a  very 
fit  and  proper  person  to  serve  the  ancient  Office  of  Bullward 
(now  vacant),  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  the  Mayor  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  &  he  drank  his  ale  like  a  swigger 
and  not  a  tipler  and  was  admitted  in  form. 

And  upon  motion  by  the  same  and  seconded  in  like  manner 
M''  Thomas  Potter  was  admitted  to  y®  Office  of  Deputy  Bellman 
and  drank  his  Ale  like  a  man. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  2  r*  December  1788,  being  the 
Shortest  Day  in  the  year. 

Present : 

M*"  Bailiff  Neilson,  ^  Mayor. 
M**  Recorder. 

Messieurs!    .  \^^*       I  Aldermen. 
I  Lickbarrow, ) 

M*'  Vintner  Newsham. 

M*"  Attorney-General  Newsham. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  the  afternoon  with  boon 
conviviality. 

After  dinner  the  Recorder  moved  that  the  thanks  of  this 
ancient  and  loyal  Corporation  be  immediately  given  to  those 
268  Honest  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  faithful  to 
the  Character  of  Britons  on  Tuesday  last  voted  with  the  Minister 
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(M""  Pitt)  that  y*  Prince  of  Wales  has  no  more  right  than  any 
other  subject  of  this  Realm  to  assume  the  Exercise  of  the 
Executive  Power  of  Governing  these  Kingdoms  during  the 
present  unfortunate  indisposition  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  M**  Bailiff  Neilson  it  was  carried  unanimously 
in  the  affirmative.  And  M""  Recorder  was  directed  to  draw  up  a 
Memorial  accordingly. 

After  dinner  the  Corporation  were  visited  by  Cubby  Richard- 
son, an  antient  Burgess. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  28^**  day  of  December  1788,  being 
the  last  Sunday  in  the  year. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M^  Recorder. 


.-      .         (Whalley,) 

Messieurs  ]  ^ 

t  Banner, 


Aldermen. 


M*-  Bailiff  Astley. 

Who  all  dined  together,  and  after  dinner  were  visited  by  the 
following  Gentlemen,  viz. 

M*"  William  Unsworth,  jun^v  .      ^  _ . 

Tvyr-  T  rr     ,  \  Anc^  Burgesses. 

M"^  James  Taylor,  )  ^ 

IOf  Liverpool, 
Mercers  and  Drapers, 
visitors  introduced 
by  Burgess  Taylor. 

M*"  Bailiff  Astley  begged  leave  to  propose  M'  Richard 
Davenport  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  a  Burgess 
of  this  ancient  and  Loyal  Corporation,  and  the  motion  being 
seconded  by  the  Mayor,  it  was  carried  unanimously  in  the  affir- 
mative. And  upon  like  motion  of  the  Recorder,  seconded  by 
Burgess  Taylor,  M*"  John  Brennand  was  proposed  to  a  like 
dignity.  Both  wch  Gentlemen  afterwards  drank  their  ale  in  a 
pretty  manner,  making  each  only  one  pause — ^which  it  is  imagined 
was  occasioned  by  the  severely  cold  weather — and  were  recorded 
in  form. 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the    4***   January   1789,   being  the 
first  Sunday  in  the  New  Year. 

Present  : 

M**  Alderman  Whalley,  in  y®  Chair. 
M^  Recorder. 

Who  dined  together  on  the  following  dishes,  viz. 

A  boiled  Cod  Fish  and  trimmings. 
A  couple  of  Boil'd  Fowls,  with  proper  sauce. 
A  Roasted  Shoulder  of  Mutton. 
A  Roasted  spare  rib  of  Pork. 
A  Plumb  pudding,  most  excellent 
Potatoes  and  Greens. 

Minc'd  Pyes,  toasted  Cheese,  and  some  pretty  tippling  Ale 
brewed  on  purpose  by  Alderman  Banner. 

[This  repast  was  no  doubt  intended  for  a  moderate 
sized  party  ;  the  two  members,  however,  who  were  present 
were  quite  equal  to  the  occasion,  for  the  record  goes  on 
to  say  :  ] 

•  • 

They  dined  Like  men  of  Gath  and  proved  the  strength  of 
the  Human  appetite  ad  maximum  and  concluded  their  repast 
with  a  Bottle  of  Good  old  Zerry  from  the  vaults  of  Alderman 
Newsham,  the  Corporation  Vintner. 

After  dinner  the  Recorder  with  his  accustomed  gravity  of 
Phiz  and  manner,  after  stating  that  he  had  seen  y®  Mayor  at  y® 
Hotel  Coffee  Room  this  morning  bet.  9  and  10,  who  had  assured 
him  he  would  dine  at  the  Council  Chamber  to-day,  begged  leave 
to  move  that  it  be  recommended  to  his  Worship  to  be  more 
punctual  in  his  promise  in  future,  and  y®  motion  being  seconded 
by  Mr.  Alderman  Whalley  it  was  carried  unanimously  in  the 
affirmative. 

[The  word  *  Xerres '  for  sherry  was  the  word  com- 
monly used  on  the  Rhine  in  my  younger  days.] 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  11^**  January. 

1789. 
Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M""  Recorder. 

M*"  Alderman  Whalley. 

M' Bailiff  Astley. 

M"^  Thomas  Newsham. 

M"^  John  Christian  Hartwig  Garbers. 

M''  Samuel  Patten. 

M'  Henry  Wilson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  the  early  part  of  the 
Afternoon  in  a  very  convivial  manner,  after  which  they  were  in- 
vited by  the  following  antient  Burgesses,  viz  : 

M**  James  Taylor. 
M**  John  Brennand. 
M*"  Richard  Davenport. 

M**  Mayor  after  dinner  moved  that  Thomas  Halliwell,  as 
Keeper  of  the  Council  Chamber,  do,  ag*^  y®  next  meeting  of  the 
Corporation,  take  care  to  have  y®  Fire-Grate  in  the  Council 
Chamber  set  anew  in  order  that  the  Burgesses  may  during  the 
present  inclement  season  enjoy  the  comfort  of  a  Good  Fire  with- 
out y*  disadvantage  of  a  small  ill-set  Grate,  and  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  the  Recorder,  it  was  unanimously  in  the  affir- 
mative, and  M*"  Halliwell  was  accordingly  called  up  into  the 
Council  Chamber '  and  acquainted  with  the  purport  of  the 
motion. 

M^  Recorder  begged  Leave  to  propose  M**  Henry  Wilson  as 
a  fit  and  proper  person  to  supply  the  antient  vacant  Office  of 
Pinfold  Keeper,  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  the  Mayor,  it 
was  carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative,  and  M*^  Wilson 
accordingly  drank  his  ale,  took  the  Oath  of  Office,  and  was 
recorded  a  Pinfold  Keeper  in  propria  form4. 

M""  Mayor  begged  Leave  to  recommend  that  a  subscription 
be  entered  into  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  poor  and  indigent 
inhabitants  of  this  Ancient  and  Loyal  Borough,  and  the  motion 
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being  seconded  by  M""  Alderman  Whalley,  It  was  carried  unani- 
mously in  the  affirmative.  And  immediately  a  large  subscription 
was  made,  but  the  amount  could  not  possibly,  from  the  magnitude 
of  it,  be  ascertained. 

Burgess  Taylor  begged  leave  to  recommend  M*"  Brennand  to 
the  Office  of  Serjeant  at  Mace,  and  M*"  Davenport  to  that  of 
Inspector  of  the  Linen  Hall,  both  now  vacant,  and  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  the  Mayor  were  carried  unanimously  in  the 
affirmative,  and  they  drank  ale  and  were  admitted  accordingly. 

M*"  Brennand  Lays  the  Recorder  a  Crown  to  be  spent  that  he 
(M""  Brennand)  now  names,  with  more  certainty  than  the  Re- 
corder, the  exact  weight  of  Alderman  Whalley,  now  also  present. 
M*"  Brennand  named  Twelve  stone  nine  pounds.  The  Recorder 
Eleven  stone  eleven  pounds.  On  declaring  the  weights  M*"  Bren- 
nand acknowledged  he  had  lost  the  Bet,  And  the  Crown  was 
spent  with  the  utmost  jocundity. 

The  Pinfold  Keeper  (M""  Wilson)  Lays  the  Ironmonger  and 
Anchorsmith  (M'  James  Taylor)  a  Bottle  of  Wine  that  he  (M' 
Wilson)  names  the  weight  of  M**  John  Brennand  (a  Burgess 
present)  with  more  exactitude  than  he  (the  Ironmonger  and 
Anchorsmith)  now  does.  The  Pinfold  Keeper  named  Twelve 
stone  eleven  pounds.  The  Ironmonger  &c.  named  eleven  stone 
nine  pounds.  M*"  Brennand  declared  his  weight  to  be  eleven 
stone  nine  pounds.  Accordingly  it  was  unanimously  determined 
that  the  Pinfold  Keeper  had  lost  his  Wager  and  he  paid  it  like  a 
Man. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  i8^*»  Jan^  1789. 

Present : 

M**  Recorder. 

M*"  Alderman  Whalley, 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson,  jun**, 

M*"  Will.  Unsworth,  jun*". 

Visitor  : 

M*"  Richard  Bayley. 


•  Burgesses. 


M'  Unsworth  proposed  M*"  Richard  Bayley  as  a  proper 
person  to  be  admitted  to  the  Franchise  of  Burgefs  and  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  M*"  Alderman  Whalley,  It  was  carried  unani- 
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mously  in  the  affirmative  and  M'  Bayley  was  accordingly  ad- 
mitted on  his  taking  the  usual  Oath  and  drinking  the  Mace  full 
of  ale,  which  he  Did  do  magnanimously. 

M*"  Recorder  lays  M^  Alderman  Whalley  a  Bottle  of  Wine 
that  M^  Henry  Newsham  never  served  the  Office  of  Mayor  for 
the  Corporation  of  Sephton.  The  same  to  be  determined  on  a 
reference  to  the  Corporation  Records. 

The  above  Wager  was,  however,  upon  further  conference 
agreed  to  be  withdrawn,  the  parties  mistaking  each  other. 

/q.        ,v     John  Williamson. 
^  ^^"^  ^     William  Whaley. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  25^**  Janry  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M^  Recorder. 

M*"  William  Neilson,  Mayor's  Bailiff. 

M*"  James  Astley,  Town's  d°. 

Newsham,  ] 

Messieurs  -  Zuill,  I  Aldermen. 

Chesshyre,  j 

W  John  Sibbald, 

M**  William  Denison,  jun*", 

M**  Andrew  Dodson,  jun*", 

M*"  Thomas  Newsham, 

M*"  John  Blackstock,  jun"", 

M**  Samuel  Patten, 

Visitor : 

M**  James  Brown,  of  Liv\  Surgeon. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  visited  after  dinner  by  the 
following  Gentlemen,  viz. : 

M^  James  Taylor,  An  ancient  Burgess. 
M*"  William  Unsworth,  jun^  do. 
M^  Robert  Preston,  \ 

M**  Benjamin  Bromfield,         j 

After  dinner  Alderman  Zuill  moved  an  address  of  Thanks 
from  the  Corporation  to  the  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt  for 

Q 
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Ancient 
Burgesses. 
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his  zealous  and  manly  defence  of  the  Liberties  of  these  Kingdoms 
(by  supporting  the  Rights  of  the  Lords  and  Commons'!  and  for 
his  steady  attachm*  to  the  Constitution  by  supporting  the  Rights 
of  the  Lords  and  Commons  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the 
supreme  Legislative  power  during  the  present  unfortunate  in- 
disposition of  his  Majesty,  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by 
the  Mayor  it  was  carried  without  opposition  in  the  affirmative, 
and  an  address  of  thanks  was  ordered  to  be  immediately  drawn 
up  accordingly  and  transmitted  under  the  Corporation  Seal. 

The  Recorder  begged  leave  to  recommend  M**  James  Brown 
as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  to  the  Franchise  of 
Burgefs  of  this  antient  and  Loyal  Corporation,  and  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  it  was  carried 
unanimously  in  the  affirmative.  M*"  Brown  was  accordingly 
admitted,  took  the  usual  oath,  and  drank  his  ale  like  a  Man. 

M*"  Recorder  begged  leave  to  propose  M*"  John  Blackstock, 
jun*",  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  into  the  antient 
(vacant)  Office  of  Teller  and  Monier  of  the  Corporation  Bank, 
and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  M*"  Burgess  Taylor,  it  was 
carried  nemine  dissentiente,  and  M*"  Blackstock  was  inducted 
sworn  and  suffered  to  partake  of  the  Corporation  Punch  in  Form. 


Bootle,  Sunday,  the  i*'  Feb^  1789. 

Present  : 

Aid"  VVhalcy  in  the  Chair. 
„     Lickbarrow. 

After  Dinner  : 

M*"  And^  Dodson,  Jun*". 
„    Hump^  Oakes. 
Visitors : 

M*"  Richard  Green, 
„    Will"^  Hilton, 

who  were  both  proposed  to  become  Members  of  this  Corporation, 
the  former  by  Aid"  Lickbarrow  and  the  latter  by  Burgess 
Dodson  ;  they  drank  their  ale  in  Stile,  and  were  admitted  agree- 
able to  the  Antient  Custom. 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  8**^  February  1789. 

Present : 

M*"  Stanton,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

M'^  Recorder. 

M*-  West,       )  ^ 

M^  Dampe,   j  B^^-g^^ses. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  visited  afterwards  by 

M''  John  Clemison, 
M*"  George  Green,  jun^ 
M*"  John  Watson, 


Burgesses. 


Ordered  that  Thomas  Halliwell  as  Keeper  of  the  Council 
Chamber  do  forthwith  procure  a  new  wand  for  his  Worship  the 
Mayor,  at  his  own  expense,  the  present  Wand  appearing  to 
have  been  broken  through  the  incautious  behaviour  of  said 
Thomas  Halliwell. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  1 5^**  February  '89. 

Present : 

M*"  Mayor. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M""  Recorder. 

M*-  William  Ker. 

M"^  Alderman  Banner. 

Who  all  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M*"  Burgess  Dampe. 

Bootle,  22^  Feby  1789. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

„  Whaley. 

„  Lickbarrow. 

M'  Riley. 

Q2 


Burgesses. 


228  SEFTON 

W  Dunn. 
M*"  Nelson,  BailiflF. 
After  Dinner : 

M*"  John  Blackstock. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  i**  March  1789. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham  in  the  Chair. 

Alderman  Whaley. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  William  Begg,  ' 

M*"  John  Knox, 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  pleasant  afternoon 
with  Chearful  conviviality, 

And  after  dinner  were  visited  by 
M*"  John  Carmichael, 

Who  was  proposed  by  the  Recorder  as  a  fit  and  proper  person 
to  be  admitted  a  Burgess,  &  the  motion  being  seconded  by 
M^  Alderman  Whaley  he  was  unanimously  admitted  and  drank 
his  ale  and  swore  his  oath  in  a  most  Gallant  and  sensible  manner. 

The  Recorder,  seconded  by  Alderman  Whaley,  proposed 
Burgess  Knox  as  a  Gentleman  in  every  respect  properly  qualified 
to  supply  the  ancient  (vacant)  Office  of  Groom  Porter  to  the 
Corporation,  and  he  was  accordingly  admitted  with^  one  single 
dissenting  voice  and  took  the  oath  of  Office  and  drank  the  ac- 
customed Libation  in  a  most  masterly  stile. 

Thomas  Halliwell  presented  a  New  Wand  for  the  Mayor 
according  to  order  of  8'*'  February. 

The  Recorder  begged  Leave  to  recommend  M*'  John  Car- 
michael the  newly  elected  Burgess  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to 
be  appointed  Deputy  Beadle  in  order  that  that  Important  Office 
may  not  be  neglected  to  be  attended  to  during  the  absence  of 
M**  Pillson,  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  Alderman  Whaley, 
Ordered  that  the  Office  be  kept  open  until  M**  J.  Carmichael  be 
capable  (by  having  been  on  the  Books  a  week)  to  take  upon 
him  the  exercise  of  that  important  Office. 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  y*  8***  March  1789. 

Present  : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M*"  Alderman  Whaley. 

M^  Recorder. 

M*-  Bailifif  Neilson. 

M*"  Dunn, 

M*"  Dampe, 

M'Begg, 

Mr  West  ^  Antient 

*  I  Burc^esses. 

M**  George  Be  van, 

M*"  Joseph  Kaye, 

M*"  John  Carmichael,  ^ 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  pleasant  afternoon  with 
the  greatest  harmony  and  decorum. 

The  Recorder  with  great  submission  begged  leave  to  propose 
M**  George  Bevan  (an  ancient  Burgess)  as  a  fit  and  proper  per- 
son to  fill  the  Office  of  Groom  of  the  Stole  to  the  Corporation 
(now  vacant),  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  Burgess  Dunn, 
as  Master  of  the  Revels,  it  was  carried  unanimously  in  the 
affirmative.  But  upon  the  Recorder's  informing  M**  Bevan  of 
the  honour  intended  him,  M*"  Bevan  with  no  inconsiderable  por- 
tion of  Sang  Froid  took  upon  himself  to  presume  to  refuse  the 
aforesaid  Corporate  Dignity.  Whereupon  M**  Mayor  (through 
motives  of  Delicacy  and  Candour)  read  an  ancient  ordinance  of 
the  Corporation  by  which  it  evidently  appeared  that  any  person 
who  should  refuse  to  accept  a  Corporate  office  when  offered  to 
him  was  (if  he  persisted  in  it)  rendered  altogether  incapable  of 
ever  afterward  enjoying  any  corporate  Office.  And  M^  Mayor 
apprized  Burgess  Bevan  of  the  perilous  situation  in  which  he 
stood  if  he  obstinately  persisted  in  such  refusal.  After  some 
pause  Burgess  Bevan  thought  proper  to  retract  his  refusal  and 
accept  y®  Office,  and  he  was  accordingly  sworn  in  and  drank  his 
oath  in  ale,  which  he  however  did  not  do  with  such  goOt  as  it 
was  at  first  imagined  so  honourable  a  Burgess  recommended  to 
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so  honourable  a  Dignity  would  have  done  ;  For  Oh,  strange  to 
tell !  he  made  Three  pauses  at  swigging  one  pitiful  pint  of  Ale. 

This  day  The  Mayor  and  Corporation  attended  at  Church  ^ 
to  join  in  the  General  Thanksgiving  for  the  Recovery  of  his 
Majesty's  health,  and  sing  a  Solemn  ode  applicable  to  y® 
occasion. 

The  Recorder  James  Williamson  Esquire  was  this  day  unani- 
mously admitted  and  sworn  a  Council  Man  of  this  Borough. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  IS^*"  March  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor. 

William  Neilson,  Esq' 

James  Astley,  Esq**, 

M**  Alderman  Newsham. 

M''  Alderman  Whaley. 

M'  Samuel  Riley, 

M*-  William  Begg, 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson,  ("Ancient  Burgesses. 

M*"  Hans  Dampe, 

M^  John  Knox, 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by  the 
following  Gentlemen — viz. : 

M^  Recorder, 
M*"  James  Taylor, 
M'  George  Bevan, 
M*"  William  Unsworth, 
Henry  Stanistreet,  M.D., 
M**  James  Bevan,  of  Ashton, 


"'"l  Bailiffs. 


H Ancient  Burgesses. 


Strangers. 


As  soon  as  the  Recorder  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  Council 
Chamber  he  with  the  utmost  sorrow  and  poignant  grief  (which 
from  his  looks  and  the  tone  of  his  voice,  otherwise  chearful,  it 
was  evident  he  was  afflicted  with)  begged  leave  to  signify  to  the 
Mayor  and  Council  that  the  Worthy  Groom  of  the  Stole,  M*" 

*  The  church  was  probably  Walton-on-the-Hill. 
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George  Bevan,  was  this  afternoon,  on  his  road  to  the  Borough, 
mounted  on  so  spirited  a  Palfrey  (borrowed,  as  is  supposed,  for 
the  purpose)  that  he  was  not  able  to  govern  it,  and  he  not  being 
deeply  read  in  the  advice  of  Geoffrey  Gambado  was  run  away  with 
and  his  life  thereby  greatly  endangered.  The  Recorder  therefore 
moved  that  a  fit  and  proper  person  be  immediately  appointed  to 
superintend  the  Equitations  of  the  Young  Burgesses  and  Guard 
them  against  such  dangers  as  they  might  otherwise  be  exposed 
to  from  want  of  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  horsemanship.  And 
the  motion  being  seconded  by  the  Mayor  it  was  carried  unani- 
mously in  the  affirmative. 

Doctor  Stanistreet  on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor  seconded  by 
Burgess  Dodson  and  M*"  James  Bevan  on  the  motion  of  the 
Recorder  seconded  by  Burgess  Begg  were  severally  admitted  to 
the  Franchise  of  Free  Burgess,  took  the  usual  oath,  and  drank 
their  Liquor  like  Men. — N.B. — The  former  smiled  and  made 
2  bites  of  a  cherry.     The  Latter  drank  his  ale  gallantly  indeed. 

The  Mayor  moved  that  Hand  Bills  be  immediately  issued  to 
invite  *the  Gentlemen  Clergy  Merchants  and  other  principal 
tradesmen  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Ancient  and  Loyal  Town  of 
Sephton  to  honour  him  with  their  attendance  in  the  Town  Hall 
on  Sunday  next  at  Two  o'clock  to  consider  of  the  propriety  ot 
sending  up  an  address  of  Congratulation  to  his  Majesty  on  his 
happy  Recovery  from  his  late  Indisposition,'  and  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  M*"  Alderman  Ncwsham  it  was  carried  nem. 
con.  in  the  affirmative. 

[The  next  entry  of  the  same  date  seems  to  show  that 
the  exuberance  of  their  joy  knew  no  bounds.] 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  seconded  by  Alderman  Whaley 
moved  that  An  Ox  (not  Bull  seg  ^)  and  several  pigs  be  roasted 
whole  next  week  on  the  above  occasion,  that  a  General  illumina- 
tion take  place,  and  all  the  Burgesses  get  drunk  at  the  Corporation 
expense.     Carried  nem.  con.     Bravo  ! 

'  We  are  well  acquainted  with  the  *  Bull  seg '  from  the  election  squibs  of 
a  former  period  {vide  Picton's  account  of  the  election  of  1761). 
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M*"  James  Bevan  was  proposed  by  Burgess  Taylor  seconded 
by  the  Mayor  to  the  Office  of  Rough  Rider  to  the  Corporation. 
Carried  nem.  con. 

D^  Stanistreet  was  proposed  by  Burgess  George  Bevan 
seconded  by  Alderman  Whaley  to  the  Office  of  Physician  ; 
carried  nem.  con. 

M**  Burgess  Taylor  seconded  by  the  Groom  ol  the  Stole 
moved  the  Thanks  of  the  Corporation  to  be  given  to  M*"  James 
Bevan  (the  Rough  Rider)  for  his  great  care  and  attention  in 
saving  the  life  of  the  Recorder  this  day  who  was  tumbled  down 
from  Old  Shonir  on  a  very  easy  pace  in  a  very  deep  snowy  road. 
Carried  nem.  con.     Oh  !  Oh  !  Oh  ! 

Samuel  Riley  Esq*"^  a  worthy  Independent  Burgess  was  this 
day  sworn  de  novo  into  the  ancient  Office  of  Governor  General 
of  Jamaica  (in  which  Office  he  has  already  during  several  former 
Mayoralties  distinguished  himself  with  great  eclat)  and  drank  y'' 
Mace  full  of  Punch  in  a  superlatively  Bacchanalian  stile  Indeed. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham  was  sworn  de  novo  Treasurer  to  the 
Corporation  (he  not  having  taken  the  Oath  of  Office  during  the 
present  Mayoralty)  and  drank  a  small  wine  Glass  full  of  Wine,  he 
pleading  incapacity. 

M*"  Alderman  Whaley  was  appointed  Deputy  Mayor  and 
took  y®  Oath  of  Office  in  Wine. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  22"*^  March  '89. 

This  being  the  day  usually  stiled  by  the  Vulgar  Braggat  * 

Sunday:  The  following  Gent,  dined  together  at  the  Borough, 

viz. : 

His  Worship  The  Mayor. 

William  Neilson,  Esq"',!      Tfr 

James  Astley,  Esq**®,     ) 

Alderman  Newsham. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Thomas  Newsham,)  ^ 

TT        T^  r  Burgesses. 

Hans  Dampe,  1        ^ 

^  *  Bragget,'  a  Welsh  term  for  a  drink  made  of  honey  and  spice.     See 
Bailey's  Dict.^  1753. 
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And  after  dinner  they  were  visited  by 

Alderman  Whaley,    \ 

Andrew  Dodson,  .      .        t^ 

\\7w  TT  i-u  •     r  VAncient  Bureresses. 

Will.  Unsworth,  jun^,  [  ^ 

Will.  Denison,  jun*",  j 

A  Ball  at  the  Corporation  expense  was  moved  by  the  Mayor 
seconded  by  Burgess  Newsham  to  be  given  on  the  16^^  of  next 
month  in  the  Exchange  to  the  Ladies  and  Gent"  of  the  Borough 
On  occasion  of  his  Majesty's  Happy  Recovery,  and  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative  nem.  con. 

[This  ball,  which  was  in  truth  a  ball  given  at  the 
Town  Hall  by  the  inhabitants  of  Liverpool,  really  came 
off  on  April  16,  and  was  a  very  grand  affair  indeed  {vide 
Picton).] 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  29^''  March  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 
M*"  Alderman  Banner. 
M^  Bailiff  Neilson. 
M*"  Dunn. 

And  after  dinner  they  were  visited  by 

M*"  Harding. 
M*"  Dampe. 
M'  West. 
M'  Begg. 
M^  Molineux. 
M*"  Penny. 

Bailiff  Neilson  seconded  by  his  Worshipful  the  Mayor  pro- 
posed Burgess  A.  Molineux  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  fill  up 
the  Vacant  Office  of  Braizer  and  Tinker  General  to  this  Corpora- 
tion, which  being  carried  in  the  affirmative  He  drank  his  ale  in 
a  stile  peculiar  to  himself. 
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Members  present,  with  grateful  Remembrance  of  that  signal 
event  so  illustrative  of  the  Honour  of  Britain,  ^pent  the  Afternoon 
with  great  festivity. 

It  being  represented  by  his  Worship  the  Mayor  that  on 
Sunday  last  M**  James  Grundy,  the  Surveyor  of  the  Highways, 
and  M*"  Andrew  Dodson,the  Auditor  General,  were  each  of  them 
severally  tumbled  from  their  respective  Horses,  the  former  by  a 
deficiency  of  skill  in  horsemanship  and  the  latter  by  an  unfor- 
tunate stumble  of  the  Horse  occasioned  by  some  latent  cause,  at 
present  unlikely  to  be  revealed, 

Ordered,  nemine  contradicente  on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor 
seconded  by  the  Recorder  that  M**  Grundy  take  a  few  lessons 
from  M*"  Tinkler  as  soon  as  he  comes  to  Liverpool  in  order  that 
he  may  be  enabled  to  keep  himself  steady  on  horseback  without 
any  topsy-turvy  experiments  for  the  future. 

Ordered  also  on  the  same  motion  seconded  in  manner  afore- 
said that  the  Surveyor  of  the  Highways  immediately  take  a 
survey  of  the  Corporation  Roads  and  put  them  into  such  a  state 
of  amendment  as  henceforward  to  render  unnecessary  y^  animad- 
version of  the  Council  against  the  Sur\^eyor  when  a  Burgess  from 
no  fault  of  his  own  is  unfortunately  unhorsed. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  19  April  1789. 

Present : 
The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M^  Bailiff  Astley.  M^  West. 

M**  Recorder.  M*"  Smeathman. 

M*"  Dunn.  M*"  Newsham. 

M*"  Banner.  M""  Richardson. 

M^  Whalley.  M^  Peter  Holland. 

M*"  Hodkinson.  E.  Blackstock, 

M*"  Dampe.  Town  Ck. 

& 
M*-  Midgley  &  M*"  Culcheth. 

After  dinner. 
M'  Patten.         M^  Green.         M^  Black.         M""  Dodson, 

M*"  Addison. 
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Moved  by  M*"  Recorder,  seconded  by  the  Mayor  and  con- 
sented to  by  the  Company  that  a  Ball  be  given  by  the  Corpora- 
tion on  the  23**  instant  to  those  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  may 
honour  them  with  their  Company  and  deliver  in  their  names  to 
a  Committee,  to  be  selected  from  the  Council,  on  the  22'*'*  instant 

Ordered  that  the  Admission  tickets  be  not  transferable. 

M*^  Black  lays  M*"  Williamson,  Lancashire  against  Cheshire, 
5  Guineas  on  the  Main  of  Cocks  to  be  fought  upon  the  12**^  May 
next  at  the  North  Shore  Coffee-house.  M*"  Black  paid  the 
poundage. 

The  Town  Clerk  proposed  M^  Culcheth  as  a  Member  of  this 
Corporation,  and  being  seconded  by  the  Mayor  he  was  elected. 

M"^  Recorder  lays  M*"  Richardson  5  Guineas  S*  Peter  against 
Meteor,  their  Match  at  New  Market.  The  latter  paid  the  poundage. 

M**  Smeathman  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  ColK  of  the 
Customs  &  took  the  Oath. 

M""  Holland  was  also  appointed  to  the  Office  of  Limner  & 
took  the  Oath  of  Office. 

M""  Thomas  Midgley  was  appointed  to  the  Office  of  Keeper 
of  Stand  Park  and  the  fisheries  thereunto  belonging  &  took 
the  usual  Oath. 

M*"  Williamson  lays  M*"  Henry  Addison  twenty  pounds  to 
thirteen  pounds  Humphrey  ag^  Mendoza  the  first  time  they  fight. 

M*"  Williamson  lay'd  M*"  Andrew  Black  £  100  to  £  50  that  he 
wins  every  wager  laid  this  Evening,  but  the  Company  recom- 
mended to  M^  Black  to  release  M*"  Williamson  from  his  wager 
on  his  paying  i  Gna.  towards  the  Afternoon's  reckoning,  which 
M^  Black  very  honorably  consented  to. 

M*"  Addison  proposed  by  M^  Whalley  took  the  Oath  of  Office 
as  Master  of  the  Horse. 

M^  Green  proposed  by  the  Mayor  took  the  Oath  of  Office  as 
Master  of  the  Equdry  to  the  Mayor. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  y®  26^^  April  1789. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham,  Locum  tenens. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Dodson. 
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Who  dined  together  at  y*  Borough  and  were  afterward  visited  by 
Alderman  Whaley,  who  sought  advice  from  the  Recorder  as  to 
the  propriety  of  killing  a  large  Mastiff  dog  which  had  attacked 
the  sweet  persons  of  himself  and  his  Pointer  in  their  road  from 
Orrel  this  day. 

The  Recorder  rose  in  his  seat  and  with  great  sorrow  signified 
to  the  Burgesses  present  that  his  worship  the  Mayor  last  Sunday 
being  rather  Hictius  doctius  fell  prostrate  on  mother  earth  to  the 
great  peril  of  his  pate  by  losing  his  poise  in  attempting  to  strike 
at  a  Cur  that  had  the  presumption  to  bark  at  one  dignified  with 
such  honourable  insignia. 

After  which  Burgess  Dodson  rose  in  his  seat  and  with  equal 
sorrow  begged  leave  to  signify  to  the  Burgesses  present  that 
M**  Town  Clerk  did  also  Last  Sunday  perform  the  same  evolu- 
tion as  his  worship  the  Mayor,  though  with  rather  more  peril  to 
his  pate,  as  his  fall  was  from  horseback  when  in  view  of  the 
Recorder  (who  was  semibosky)  of  whose  safety  he  had  shown 
evident  symptom  of  fear. 

Before  any  motion  was  made  on  y*^  above  important  points 
the  Recorder  suggested  that  it  was  rather  problematical  whether 
the  pate  of  himself,  the  Mayor,  or  the  Town  Clerk  was  more 
liable  to  Injury. 

Ordered — that  it  be  recommended  to  his  worship  the  Mayor, 
M**  Recorder,  and  M^  Town  Clerk  to  keep  themselves  cool  and 
steady  in  their  future  visits  to  the  Borough,  and  by  so  doing  to 
guard  against  any  such  significations  as  are  above  so  significantly 
signified. 

A  Vote  of  Censure,  moved  by  the  Locum  Tenens,  seconded 
by  the  Recorder  and  carried  un^  voce,  passed  against  M'*  Bailiff 
Astley  for  not  attending  his  duty  this  day  at  the  Borough  and 
paying  over  for  the  use  of  the  Members  present,  rt«^  m  aid  of  the 
sliott  of  this  day,  such  sum  of  money  as  remained  in  his  hands, 
on  Balance  of  the  Receipts  and  payments  of  Sunday  last. 

M*"  Recorder,  seconded  by  the  Locum  tenens  and  Burgess 
Dodson,  moved  that  the  above  Balance  in  the  Hands  of  M**  Bailiff 
Astley  be  appropriated  in  discharge  of  the  shott  of  this  day. 
Carried  in  the  affirmative  nemine  dissentiente. 

Ordered  nem.  con.  that  an  order  payable  at  sight  be   drawn 
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on  M"^  Bailiff  Astley  in  favour  of  M"^  Halliwell  for  the  amount 
of  y*  Shott  of  to  day. 

After  the  above  orders  were  entered  Burgess  Carmichael 
entered  the  Council  Chamber  and  took  his  seat,  and  upon  hear- 
ing read  the  above  orders  he  declared  his  hearty  concurrence  in 
them  all ;  As  did  also  Burgess  Black,  who  came  in  a  little  time 
afterward. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  y*  3^  May  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M*"  Alderman  Whaley. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M^  Bailiff  Neilson. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 

M**  Burgess  Tho'  Midgley. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  spent  the  after- 
noon with  great  conviviality. 

After  dinner  Burgess  Dodson  rose  in  his  seat  and  with  a 
face  full  of  sorrow  and  woe  begged  leave  to  signify  to  his  Wor- 
ship the  Mayor  and  the  Worshipful  the  Aldermen  and  the  Bur- 
gesses present  that  on  Sunday  last  the  worthy  Bellman  of  this 
Borough  was  unhorsed  on  the  Sands  of  the  Borough  in  his  road 
homeward  while  he  was  displaying  his  skill  as  a  Jockey  in  a 
Handycap  race  between  himself,  the  Deputy  Beadle,  and  the 
Recorder,  by  which  manoevre  (which  it  was  imagined  was  not 
done  on  purpose)  the  Worthy  Bellman  fractured  his  Collar  Bone, 
and  thereby  lost  the  Race,  which  was  won  easily  by  the  Recorder. 

Ordered  that  a  Vote  of  Condolence  for  the  Bellman's  accident 
be  entered  upon  the  Journals. 

This  being  the  Last  day  of  the  Corporation's  meeting  at 
Bootle — Ordered  that  Thomas  Halliwell,  the  Keeper  of  the 
Council  Chamber,  remove  the  Regalia  to  Sephton  by  next 
Sunday,  and  that  the  Corporation  then  and  there  meet  at  the 
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usual   hour,    in    order   to    recommence   their  accustomed  rural 
sabbatical  assemblies. 

Ordered  also  that  the  Records  be  removed  to  the  same  place, 
to  which,  on  the  next  Sunday,  the  Corporation  have  unanimously 
declared  their  next  assembly  to  be  adjourned. 


At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  lo*'*  May  1789. 

Present : 

M**  Bailiff  Neilson,  Locum  tenens. 

M*-  Bailiff  Astley. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M**  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M*"  Recorder. 

Hans  Dampe, 

James  Grundy, 

John  Watson,  I  Ancient 

John  Blackstock,  [  Burgesses. 

Thomas  Midgley, 

John  Christian  Hartwig  Garbers, 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  at  a  most  excellent 
dinner  to  which  Burgess  Midgley  (that  noted  Fly-Fisher)  con- 
tributed by  y*^  supply  of  an  elegant  dish  of  All-Fish. 

After  dinner  the  Corporation  went  to  Church — got  thither 
in  time  for  the  Nunc  dimittis  and  heard  a  sermon  preached  by 
Rector  Rothwcll  from  the  following  text  taken  from  Holy  Paul's 
4  Chapter  of  the  2"^  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  Verse  the  18^**, 
viz* :  *  While  we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  seen  but  at  the 

*  things  which  are  not  seen  ;  For  the  things  which  are  seen  are 

*  temporal,  but  the  things  which  are  not  seen  are  eternal.' 

N.B. — The  sermon  lasted  13  minutes  and  23  seconds  stop- 
watch time,  and  though  so  very  short  appeared  very  long  from 
the  circumstance  of  its  being  a  ridicule  on  the  Vanity  of  Human 
affairs,  and  in  some  degree  reflecting  on  the  Follies  of  the 
Voluptuous,  which  it  is  imagined  some  of  the  Corporation  took 
in  Dudgeon. 
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After  service  the  Body  Corporate  returned  to  the  Bottle  and 
were  visited  by  the  following  worthy  Burgesses,  viz* : 

Burgess  Patten,  comonly  called  Pattoon. 
Burgess  Miller,  Marchand  Tailleur. 
Burgess  Sibbald. 
Burgess  Bevan. 

N.B. — Burgess  Patten  came  into  Church  just  in  time  for  the 
Gloria  Patri. 

Ordered  that  the  Ringers  be  Complimented  with  2"/ 6^  to 
drink  for  the  peal  since  service  in  Compliment  to  the  Corporation. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  17"'  May  1789. 

Present : 

M'  Mayor. 

M*-  Bailiff  Neilson. 

M*-  Bailiff  Astlcy. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M**  Burgess  Denison. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 

M*"  Burgess  Frodsham. 

M"^  Burgess  Bancroft. 
Visitor : 

M*"  John  Zuill,  jun*",  introduced  by  Burgess 
Frodsham. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  the  afternoon  (after  a  very 
rainy  forenoon)  with  great  good  humour. 

After  dinner  M*"  Bailiff  Astley  rose  in  his  seat,  and  with 
wonderful  gravity  begged  leave  to  propose  M**  John  Zuill,  jun*", 
as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  to  the  Franchise  of 
Free  Burgess  upon  Birthright,  and  the  motion  being  seconded 
by  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
without  one  dissenting  voice. 

M*"  Zuill  was  accordingly  admitted  and  took  the  usual  oath, 
which  he  drank  in  such  a  stile  as  clearly  evinced  he  was  a  chip 
of  the  Old  Block. 

Burgess  Dodson,  seconded  by  the  Mayor,  proposed  Burgess 
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Bancroft  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  appointed  Inspector 
of  West  Indian  produce,  and  Burgess  Bancroft  was  admitted 
accordingly  without  a  negative,  and  drank  his  oath  of  Office 
like  a  Philosopher  more  than  like  an  Inspector. 

Bailiff  Neilson,  seconded  by  M**  Bailiff  Astley,  proposed 
Burgess  Frodsham  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  appointed 
Collector  of  the  Salt  duties,  and  Burgess  Frodsham  was  accord- 
ingly admitted  without  a  negation,  and  drank  his  oath  of  Office 
with  avidity,  which  proved  that  he  was  very  thirsty,  and  which 
it  might  reasonably  be  supposed  arose  from  his  having  much  to 
do  with  salt. 

N.B. —  In  the  last  motion  the  Bailiffs  of  the  Borough  ran  in 
Couples. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  24^**  May  1789. 

This  being  an  uncommonly  wet  day,  the  Corporation  did  not 
assemble  at  the  Borough  but  staid  at  home  and  kept  their  skins 
dry. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  31*^  May  1789. 

This  being  Whitsunday,  and  a  Fine  Day,  the  following  14 
Gentlemen  dined  together  at  the  Borough,  viz^ : 

1.  The  Worshipful  the  Mayor.    8.  M'*  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

2.  M''  Bailiff  Neilson.  9.  M*"  Edward  Newsham,  Att^. 

3.  M*"  Bailiff  Astley.                    10.  M**  Thomas  Newsham. 
4<  M^  Recorder.                           11.  M""  James  Grundy. 

5.  M*"  Alderman  Whaley.  12.  M*"  Andrew  Dodson,  jun*". 

6.  M*"  Alderman  Holland.         13.  M*"  Samuel  Patten. 

7.  M'  Alderman  Banner.  14.  M*"  William  Wain. 

And  after  dinner  they  were  visited  by  the  following  Gentlemen, 


viz^ : 


M'  Burgess  Wotherspoon, 
M*"  Anthony  Troutbeck, 
M*"  Henry  Frodsham, 


Burgesses. 


Visitor. — M'  James  Sale,  who  was  proposed  as  a  Burgess  by 
the  Recorder,  seconded  by  the  Mayor,  and  admitted  without  a 
negative  and  took  the  ancient  oath  in  form. 
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Alderman  Holland,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder,  seconded 
by  Alderman  Banner,  was  admitted  and  sworn  into  the  ancient 
(vacant)  Office  of  Punch  Taster. 

Burgess  Wain,  on  the  motion  of  Surveyor  Grundy,  seconded 
by  Alderman  Banner,  was  unanimously  appointed  Corporation 
Builder,  and  took  the  oath  of  Office. 

The  Mayor  rose  in  his  seat  and  stated  Alderman  Newsham 
and  Burgess  Aretas  Wharton  were  gone  to  London  as  Delegates 
from  the  Corporation  to  oppose  the  Intended  application  to 
Parliament  touching  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Ordered  nem.  con.  that  the  Corporation  give  a  Ball  on 
Thursday  next,  being  the  anniversary  of  his  Majesty's 
Nativity. 

M'  Edward  Newsham  without  rising  in  his  seat  (which  it  was 
obvious  he  ought  to  have  done)  upon  hearing  the  minutes  of  the 
day  read,  with  a  voice  expressive  of  some  small  degree  of  dis- 
satisfaction, addressed  the  Recorder,  and  stated  that  he  had 
observed  the  Recorder  had  not  dignified  him  with  the  title  of 
Attorney-General  in  the  recital  of  the  names  of  the  Burgesses 
this  day  assembled.  And  the  Recorder  nodding  assent.  It  was 
ordered  unanimously  that  whenever  the  name  of  Burgess  Edward 
Newsham  is  mentioned  in  future  in  any  assembly  of  the  Corpora- 
tion (so  long  as  he  remain  unexpelled  from  the  said  Office)  it 
reverentially  be  coupled  withy^high-soundingepithet  of  Attorney- 
General. 

M**  Recorder  proposed  Alderman  Whaley  to  the  Ancient 
Office  of  Ranger  of  Sephton  Park,  and  the  motion  being  seconded 
by  the  Mayor,  It  was  carried  unanimously  in  the  Affirmative. 
And  the  Alderman  was  admitted  in  form  and  took  the  ancient 
oath  of  Office  in  a  stile  superlatively  Grand. 


At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  7^*  June  1789. 

Present : 

His  Worship  the  Mayor. 
M^  Bailiff  Neilson. 
M*"  Recorder. 
M'  Alderman  Banner. 

R  2 
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M*"  Burgess  Rob*  Preston,  who  introduced 
M*"  Thomas  Wilkinson 

and 
M*"  Samuel  Preston        ) 


-as  visitors. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  after  dinner  visited  by  the 
following  Gentlemen,  viz* : 

M*"  Burgess  Will.  Thompson. 
M**  George  Green,  jun*". 

M**  Thomas  Wilkinson  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder 
seconded  by  M**  Mayor  was  proposed  to  the  antient  Office  of 
Burgess  and  was  accordingly  admitted  and  drank  the  antient 
oath  in  Ale  in  a  manner  that  evinced  he  would  not  make  above 
two  Bites  of  a  Cherry. 

M*"  Burgefs  Thompson  was  unanimously  admitted,  sworn  and 
recorded  Chafe- Wax  to  the  Corporation. 

And  M**  Burgess  Preston  was  unanimously  admitted,  sworn 
and  recorded  Silversmith  to  the  Corporation. 

Ordered  that  the  15  spirited  resolutions  of  Friday  last 
touching  the  Impolicy  of  abolishing  the  African  trade — hitherto 
carried  on  by  the  Corporation  with  so  much  eclat — be  sent  up  to 
the  House  of  Commons  and  be  there  presented  by  the  Corpora- 
tion Members  to  shew  the  Corporation's  indignant  sense  of  the 
ridiculous  motion  for  abolishing  the  slave  Trade  proposed  by 
Fanatic  Wilberforce. 

[These  fifteen  spirited  resolutions  were  doubtless  reso- 
lutions proposed  and  carried  in  Liverpool  in  opposition  to 
the  twelve  resolutions  of  the  philanthropic  Mr.  Wilberforce 
which  were  based  upon  the  report  of  the  Privy  Council  after 
a  long  investigation  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  last  of  the 
twelve  being  an  inference  from  several  that  preceded  it, 
declaring  *  that  no  inconvenience  would  arise  from  dis- 
continuing the  importation  of  African  slaves.'  The  outcry 
recorded  above  reminds  us  of  the  cry  of  the  Ephesian 
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silversmiths  when  they  saw  that  their  craft  was  in  danger 
to  be  set  at  nought  by  the  preaching  of  St.  Paul.  The 
members  for  Liverpool  at  this  time  were  Bamber, 
Gascoyne,  and  Lord  Penrhyn. 

There  is  another  entry  on  February  20,  1791,  which 
seems  to  belong  to  this  subject.] 


Sephton,  Sunday  14*^  June  1789. 

Present : 

His  Worship  the  Mayor. 
M*-  Bailiff  Neilson. 
M*"  Bailiff  Astley. 
M*"  Aid"  Nevvsham. 
„       „     Cheshyre. 
„       „     Whaley. 
„       „     Banner. 
M*"  Burgess  Dodson.  M^  J.  C.  A.  Garbers. 

„        Grundy.  „   Joseph  Kaye. 

Midgley.  *  M*"  Geo.  Green. 

Bancroft.  Stranger,  J  no.  Thomas. 

Blackburne. 
M*-  Will"*  Hatton,  Visitor. 

After  dinner : 

M*"  Burgess  Davenport.* 


That  the  General  Joy  on  ace*  of  his  Majesty's  Happy  recovery 
to  health  be  more  generally  experienced. 

Ordered  by  the  Mayor  &  Corporation  in  Council  Assembl'd — 
That  the  prison  doors  be  thrown  open  and  persons  of  all  descrip- 
tions confined  therein,  set  at  liberty. 

On  the  motion  of  Bailiff  Neilson  and  seconded  by  the  Ma}'or, 
That  M"*  William  Hatton  be  admitted  a  Burgess  of  this  antient 
&  Loyal  Corporation,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative.  He 
took  the  oath  &  drank  his  Ale  in  a  Gallant  manner. 

On  the  motion  of  his  Worship  the  Mayor  seconded  by  Bailiff 
Neilson,  that  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson  be  appointed  a  member 
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of  the  Common  Council  of  this  Corporation,  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  to ;  And  he  drank  the  Long  Oath  with  great  glee  & 
took  His  seat  at  Council  board. 

Surveyor  Grundy  step*d  forth  in  a  Gallant  and  impartial 
manner  &  declared  that  from  qualms  of  Conscience  he  cou*d 
not  sit  in  his  present  seat  without  being  properly  qualified,  he 
having  never  taken  the  proper  Oath  as  a  Common  Council  man. 
Which  being  administered  He  drank  it  with  avidity  to  shew  that 
He  wished  to  clear  His  conscience  from  the  idea  of  His  past 
neglect. 

Bailiffs  Neilson  &  Astley  were  sworn  in  Members  of  the 
Common  Council,  Drank  their  punch  &  took  the  Oaths  & 
seats  at  Council  board  in  the  usual  manner. 

Mov'd  by  M*"  Cheshyre  &  seconded  by  M*"  Alderman 
Newsham  :  That  there  may  henceforth  be  no  limitation  with 
respect  to  the  quantity  of  Port  Wine  Drank  at  the  meetings  of 
the  Corporation  of  Sephton. 

LOST, 

On  the  motion  of  M*"  Geo.  Green,  Jun^  and  seconded  by 
Alderman  William  Whalley,  that  M*"  John  Thomas  be  admitted 
a  member  of  this  Anticnt  &  Loyal  Corporation,  being  carried 
in  the  Affirmative,  he  took  the  Oath  &  Drank  his  ale  as  in 
duty  bound. 


At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  21'^  June  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M'  Mayor. 

M"-  Bailiff  Neilson. 

M*"  Recorder. 

The  Reverend  M*"  Leech,  Chaplain. 

M**  Burgess  &  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Burgess  &  Alderman  Whaley. 

M**  Burgess  &  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M^  Burgess  Grundy. 

M"  Burgess  Caleb  Fletcher. 
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M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Newsham. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 

M*"  William  Ashcroft — A  visitor. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  were  afterwards 
visited  by  the  following  Gentlemen,  viz^ : 

M**  John  Watson — An  Ancient  Burgess. 

•  ••••• 

M*"  Recorder  begged  leave  to  Recommend  M""  Burgess  Caleb 
Fletcher  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  into  the 
ancient  (vacant)  Office  of  Registrar  of  Saint  lago  de  la  Vega, 
and  no  person  appearing  to  second  the  motion  it  was  lost. 

Whereupon  the  Mayor  rose  in  his  seat  and  in  order  that 
M^  Burgess  Fletcher  might  not,  from  the  above  motion  being  un- 
seconded,  be  henceforward  deemed  unfit  to  hold  a  Corporate 
Office,  which  of  itself  comprehended  an  oblique  Reflection  on 
the  Recommendee,  he  begged  leave  to  move  that  M**  Burgess 
Fletcher  altho'  once  rejected  may  still  be  deemed  not  altogether 
unworthy  to  be  chosen  to  serve  Corporate  Office,  and  under 
such  motion  he  took  the  Liberty  of  Recommending  him  to  the 
Office  of  Governor  of  Jamaica,  which  motion,  being  seconded 
by  the  Vintner,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  the  Recorder 
with  deference  having  signified  that  he  could  not  with  pro- 
priety, whatever  he  might  on  any  other  ground,  oppose  the 
motion.  And  M*"  Burgess  Fletcher  was  accordingly  sworn  into 
office. 

This  day  Aid"  Whalcy  took  the  long  Oath,  as  likewise  did 
Burgess  Newsham,  as  common  Council  men  of  this  Corporation 
which  the  Recorder  has  not  taken  &  has  refused  so  to  do. 

Aid"  Banner  also  this  day  took  the  long  Oath  as  a  Com" 
Council  man  of  this  Corporation  which  he  had  before  Ommit^ 
taking. 

The  above  Censure  which  appears  ag*  M**  Burgess  Fletcher 
was  recorded  with^  the  Consent  of  the  Mayor  &  Burgesses 
present. 

This  day  M*"  Aid"  Banner  lay'd  M*"  Williamson  20  Gui'  that 
Rylance  Wins  his  Main  ag*  Hutton  which  commences  on  Tuesday 
next,  &  for  which  M"*  Aid"  Banner  paid  the  Poundage. 
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At  Sephton  28'**  June  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M'  Mayor. 
M*- Bailiff  Neilson. 
M""  Bailiff  Astley. 
Alderman  Banner. 
M*"  Burgess  Barrymore. 

Wright. 


>»         » 


After  Dinner : 


Dodson. 


M*"  Burgess  Grundy.      \  M"^  Geo.  Green,  jun* 

The  Rev*^  M*^  Roth  well.  [  „  James  Green, 

The  Rev*^  M*^  Johnson.  J  Stranger. 


1 


Sephton  5  July  1789. 

Present : 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
M*"  Barrymore. 
M^  Pillson. 

Sunday  12***  July  1789  being  a  Wet  Day  none  of  the  Bur- 
gesses attended. 

At  Sephton  the  19^*^  July  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M"*  Mayor. 
M*-  Bailiff  Ncilson. 
M^  Bailiff  Astley. 
M**  Alderman  Cheshyre. 
M*"  Alderman  Banner. 
M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 

Dampe. 
„        Barrymore. 
Midglcy. 


M         » 


Dodson. 
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The  Town  Clerk  is  ordered  to  summons  a  Special  Council  to 
attend  at  the  Council  Room  on  Sunday  next — and  the  Accoun- 
tant General  Is  order'd  to  inspect  the  Treasurer's  Accounts  and 
lay  a  statement  thereof  before  them  on  that  Day, 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  26***  July  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M"^  Mayor. 

M'  Bailiff  Neilson. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Alderman  Whaley. 

M""  Alderman  Banner. 

The  Rev^  M'  Binfield,  ^ 

M*"  Cobham  Richardson, 

M*"  George  Bevan, 

M""  Samuel  Patten,  I  Ancient 

M*"  Thonrvas  Midgley,  (Burgesses. 

M'  J.  C.  H.  Garbers, 

M**  Barry  more, 

M*-  Pillson, 

Strangers : 

M*-  Gill,  Atty  at  Law. 
M**  James  Bousquet. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  the  afternoon  (which  was 
a  very  pleasant  one)  with  great  good  humour. 

After  dinner  M*"  James  Bousquet,  on  the  motion  of  the  Rev^ 
M*"  Burgess  Binfield,  seconded  by  the  Mayor,  and  M**  James 
Gill,  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Bailiff  Neilson,  seconded  by  the 
Recorder,  were  severally  admitted  to  the  Franchise  of  Free 
Burgess  and  drank  their  ale  in  stile  not  only  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Burgesses  present,  but  to  their  own,  as  it  was  imagined. 

The  Reverend  M*"  Burgess  Binfield,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Recorder,  seconded  by  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  was  proposed, 
admitted  &  sworn  Almoner  to  the  Corporation. 

Yesterday  being  Saint  James's  Day  the  Fair  was  walk'd 
according  to  antient  usage. 

N.B. — There   was    excellent    Westphalia    Ham    and    Best 


/ 
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London  Particular  Madeira,  on  the  occasion,  in  the  Council 
Chamber.  The  motion  respecting  the  Treasurer  was  put  off  till 
next  Sunday. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  2°"*  August  1789. 

This  being  the  day  after  Lammas  day  the  following  were 
present  at  the  Borough,  viz* : 

His  Worship  the  Mayor. 
M'-  Bailiff  Neilson. 
M^  Bailiff  Astley. 
M*"  Recorder. 
M*"  Alderman  Banner. 
M**  Burgess  Grundy. 
M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 
M**  Burgess  Barrymore. 
M"^  Burgess  Thomas  Newsham. 
M*"  Burgess  Will.  Denison  jun*" 
M*"  Burgess  James  Taylor. 
M*"  Burgess  Brennand. 
M*"  Burgess  Pillson. 
M*"  Burgess  John  Blackstock  jun'. 
Strangers : 

M*"  William  Jones  Calcott. 
M*"  Reginald  Remington. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by  the 
following  gentlemen,  viz* : 

M**  Burgess  Richard  Davenport. 
M*-  Burgess  Will.  Wain. 

M*"  Recorder  begged  leave  to  recommend  M''  William  Jones 
Calcott,  and  M^  Mayor  begged  leave  to  recommend  M*"  Reginald 
Remington,  to  the  Franchise  of  Burgess,  and  each  motion  being 
seconded,  viz* :  The  first  by  the  Mayor,  and  the  other  by  the 
Recorder,  They  were  severally  carried  in  the  affirmative.  And 
the  parties  took  the  oath  accordingly. 

M*"  Mayor  rose  in  his  seat  and  begged  that  the  proceedings 
pf  Sunday  the  19***  July  last  might  be  read,  and  they  being  read 
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accordingly  by  the  Recorder,  The  Mayor  moved  that  Henry 
Newsham  Esq**,  the  Corporation  Treasurer,  be  removed  from  his 
Office,  It  appearing  that  he  had  appropriated  several  sums  of 
money  (to  a  large  amount)  to  his  own  private  use,  which  ought 
to  have  been  carried  to  the  Credit  of  his  Account  with  the 
Corporation,  and  which  he  had  extorted  from  various  Tradesmen 
&  others  who  were  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Corporation 
under  the  pretence  of  Discount,  and  the  motion  being  seconded 
by  the  Town's  Bailiff  (one  of  the  Council)  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  without  one  dissenting  voice. 

The  Mayor  then  moved  that  a  Committee  be  forthwith 
appointed  to  carry  on  the  Business  of  the  Treasurer's  Office,  until 
a  new  Treasurer  be  appointed  in  the  stead  of  M*"  Newsham,  and 
the  following  Gent,  were  chosen  a  Committee  accordingly,  viz* : 


The  Mayor, 

M*-  Bailiff  Neilson, 

W  Bailiff  Astley, 

M""  Recorder, 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy 

M""  Burgess  Dodson/ 


All  Gentlemen  of  the 
Common  Council. 


M""  James  Taylor  and  M**  William  Denison  were  severally 
sworn  into  the  Office  of  Council  Men,  and  took  the  Long  oath. 

M*"  William  Wain  was  also  admitted  &  sworn  a  Council 
Man  and  took  the  long  oath. 


Sephton  Aug*  9**"  1789. 
Present  : 


M*"  Alderman  Whaleyv  • 
„    Alderman  Banner 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy 
Taylor 
Garbers      > 


}> 


}> 


)> 


>> 


>» 


» 


Percival 
Blackburn 
West 
Patten 


Who  spent  an  agreeable  day  together. 
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Burgesses  after  dinner  : 

M*"  Thompson,  Att^. 
M*^  Davenport. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  i6***  August  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*-  Bailiff  Neilson. 
M*"  Ashton  Byrom. 
M'  Will°»  Hodkinson. 
M*-  Will"*  Unsworth. 
M*-  Richard  Wright. 
M*"  Cobham  Richardson. 
Edward  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

M*^  Alderman  Chesshyrc  is  this  day  appointed  to  the  Office 
of  Treasurer  of  this  Corporation  in  the  room  of  M""  Henry  News- 
ham,  who  was  removed  from  that  Office  on  the  2"*^  instant. 

It  is  ordered  that  the  Town  Clerk  signify  this  appointment 
to  the  Treasurer  elected  &  prepare  the  proper  bond  from  him  & 
his  Sureties  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  in  the  Penalty 

of  ;^SOOO. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  Salary  of  the  Treasurer  be 
jfSOO  ^  ann.  (which  motion  was  unanimouoly  agreed  to)  & 
that  of  a  Clerk  to  be  named  at  a  future  Council  be  ;^i  50  ^  ann. 
— which  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

It  was  moved  by  M*"  Bailiff  Neilson,  seconded  by  the  Mayor 
&  carried  by  the  Council,  that  in  the  intended  Bond  from  the 
Treasurer  &  his  sureties  it  be  expressed  in  unequivocal  language 
that  upon  the  first  information  of  the  Treasurer's  losing  at  one 
time  at  Whist  One  Guinea  =  he  be  virtually  removed  from  his 
Office. 

After  dinner  M*"  Burgess  Grundy  &  M^  Burgess  Addison 
honoured  the  Company  with  their  presence. 

The  Town  Clerk  &  M^  Ashton  Byrom  were  severally  made 
members  of  the  Council  &  took  the  Oath. 

M*"  W°*  Unsworth  was  appointed  to  the  Office  of  Porter 
Brewer  to  the  Corp"  &  took  the  Oath  of  Office, 
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M*"  Rich**  Wright  was  appointed  Clerk  to  the  Treasurer  & 
took  the  usual  Oath. 

By  the  appointment  of  M*"  Chesshyre  to  the  Office  of 
Treasurer  that  of  ColK  of  the  Customs  is  become  vac*  &  it  is 
recommended  to  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a  Succ"^  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  23"*  August  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M*-  Bailiff  Neilson. 

M*-  Bailiff  Astley. 

M*"  Thomas  Newsham. 

M*"  Culcheth. 

M*"  Barrymore. 

M'  Dodson. 
After  dinner  : 

M**  James  Grundy. 

M""  Wotherspoon. 

M*"  Thomas  Midgley. 
y\r  ^m  Miller. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  30**"  August  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Recorder, 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow, 
M*"  George  Warren  Watts, 
M*"  Andrew  Dodson,  \  Ancient 

M*"  Joseph  Kaye,  [  Burgesses 

M""  Thomas  Midgley, 
M*"  John  Watson, 
M*"  William  Smeathman, 
M"*  Robert  Parke — a  Visitor 
of  Kirkham. 


/ 


All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  an  agreeable  afternoon 
with  much  festivity  and  good  humour. 
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M**  Mayor  begged  leave  to  propose  M""  Parke  as  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  be  admitted  to  the  ancient  dignity  and  Franchise 
of  Burgess  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  motion  being  seconded 
by  M^  Recorder,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  one 
dissenting  voice,  and  M*"  Parke  was  accordingly  admitted  secun- 
dum antiquam  morem,  drank  his  ale  in  a  good  style,  and  was 
entered  upon  Record  in  due  form. 

After  dinner  the  Corporation  were  visited  by  the  following 
ancient  Burgesses,  viz^ : 

M*"  Alexander  Wotherspoon. 

M*-  John  Zuill. 

M*"  Henry  Frodsham. 

N.B. — This  day  the  Mayor  signified  in  Council  that  the 
worthy  Town's  Bailiff,  James  Astley,  Esq",  sailed  this  morning 
for  Philadelphia  on  board  the  Brigantine  Elizabeth,  Captain 
Hale. 

After  which  his  Health  was  drunk  with  great  unanimity  and 
*  a  Happy  voyage  and  safe  and  speedy  return  *  were  the  only 
words  that  resounded  through  y^  Council  Chamber. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  6^  Septem*"  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M""  Mayor. 

W  Bailiff  Neilson. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M^  Burgess  Tho«  Booth. 

M*"  Burgess  Jemmy  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 

M""  Burgess  Tho'  Midgley. 

M**  Burgess  Patten. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho"  Woodward. 

M^  Burgess  Garbers. 

M*^  Burgess  West. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M""  Joseph  Lowe,  an  Ancient  Burgess. 
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After  dinner  M"^  Recorder  read  the  following  address  which 
he  signified  had  been  presented  yesterday  to  the  Burgesses  of 
this  Ancient  Corporation,  viz* : 

*  To  the  worthy  and  Independent  Freemen  of  Sephton. 

*  Gentlemen, 

*  I  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  you  that 

*  I  mean  at  the  next  General  election  to  offer  myself  a  Candi- 

*  date  to  be  one  of  your  representatives  in   Parliament      The 
'honour  of  representing  you  I  always  considered  the  highest 

*  mark  of  distinction,  and  should  I  ever  attain  it,  I  trust  I  shall 

*  not  be  found  inattentive  to  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  my 

*  Fellow  Townsmen. 

*  With  the  greatest  respect  and  regard, 

*  I  remain, 

*  Gentlemen, 
*  Your  most  obed*  and  devoted  servant, 
*  Ban.  Tarleton. 
*  Sephton,  5^  Septem^ 

'  1789.' 

f  M'  Bailiff  Neilson. 

Borough  of  Sephton  to  wit. 

NOTICE  is  hereby  given  to  all  master  Tradesmen  and  others 
who  have  done  business  for  the  Corporation  for  the  last  sixteen 
years,  and  it  is  hereby  desired  that  they  meet  the  Committee  of 
Improvements  in  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  Exchange  between 
the  hours  of  10  and  12  on  Friday  next,  when  and  where  some 
matters  will  be  laid  before  them  that  will  be  much  to  their 
advantage. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Blackstock, 
Town  Clerk. 
Council  Chamber  at  Sephton 
2"*  Septem"*  1789 

N.B. — It  was  imagined  that  the  above  advertisement  was 
given   out  as    preparatory  to  punishing  the   Treasurer  for  his 
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embezzlements  as  made  known  on  the  2"*^  August  last,  to  the 
proceedings  of  which  day  a  reference  for  particulars  is  now  had. 

[The  fact  that  such  an  address  as  this  was  laid  before 
the  members  of  this  mock  corporation  seems  to  imply  that 
they  were  men  of  considerable  influence  in  Liverpool. 

The  result  of  this  general  election  was  a  surprise  in 
this  way.  The  friends  of  the  old  members  having  united 
their  forces,  Colonel  Tarleton,^  seeing  no  chance  of 
success,  proposed  to  withdraw,  the  matter  thus  being 
considered  settled  by  Gascoyne  and  Penrhyn.  This  gave 
rise  to  great  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  free  and 
independent  electors.  This  feeling  was  inflamed  by 
the  partisans  of  Tarleton,  and  Mr.  George  Crump, 
solicitor,  a  friend  of  the  Colonel's,  brought  out  a  barrel 
of  ale  into  the  street  and  distributed  its  contents  to  all 
comers.  The  result  was  a  very  severe  contest  of  seven 
days,  at  the  close  of  which  Tarleton  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  poll  with  a  total  of  1269  votes,  Gascoyne 
having  secured  888  only,  and  Lord  Penrhyn  7 1 6. 

At  the  close  of  the  third  day's  poll  Lord  Penrhyn, 
foreseeing  Tarleton's  certain  return,  withdrew  from  the 
contest,  but  even  then,  we  are  told,  the  election  cost  him 
nearly  30,000/.] 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  13^*^  September  1789. 

Present : 

Alderman  Banner  in  the  Chair. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Smeathman. 

M*"  Burgess  William  Unsworth,  jun^ 

'  Picton. 
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Visitor : 

M**  James  Montague,  introduced  by  Burgess 
Smeathman. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  agreeable  after- 
noon and  afterward  were  visited  by 

M*"  Burgess  Joseph  Lowe. 

M*^  Edward  Darwin,  of  Sephton. 

M*"  Montague,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder,  seconded  by 
M*"  Burgess  Smeathman,  was  this  day  admitted  to  the  Franchise 
of  Burgess  and  took  the  antient  oath  of  Office,  and  was  sworn 
into  Office  in  Ale  on  the  Mace  brimfull  according  to  usage  from 
time  whereof  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  con- 
trary &c. 

M*"  Recorder  this  day  lays  M*^  Montague  20  Guineas,  Perrim 
against  Johnson,  the  next  time  they  fight  together,  after  which 
M*"  Recorder  desired  to  be  Ofif  to  evade  the  Poundage,  conse- 
quently forfeits  to  the  Corporation  the  Poundage  thereof. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  20***  Sep*"  1789. 

Present : 

M^  Burgess  Philip  Pillson. 
After  dinner  visited  by 

M^  Burgess  Lowe. 

M'  Darwin. 
Stranger : 

M*- Thorn. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  27***  Sepf*  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alder"  Newsham. 

Cheshire. 

Banner. 

Lickbarrow. 
Bailiff  Neilson. 
Record*"  Williamson. 
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Burgesses  Wotherspoon. 
Garbers. 
T.  Newsham. 
Harrocks. 
Green. 
Kay. 

W™  Unsworth,  Jun**. 
Woodward. 
Dodson. 
Zuill. 
Grundy. 
Visitors : 

M*"  J.  Green. 
„    M^'Lean. 
„   Gassiot 
After  dinner  : 

M*"  Patten. 

This  day  the  wager  laid  on  the  13*^  Inst*  was  taken  into 
consideration  &  by  the  Voice  of  the  Compy  then  present  it  was 
decreed  that  M^  Record** -Will"  should  pay  the  Poundage,  which 
he  did  in  high  Dudgeon,  after  which  his  Worship  proposed  that 
it  should  be  returned,  he  pay*  5'  in  Punch,  but  the  profer'd  lenity 
was  most  Obstinat'^  refus'd. 

M*"  Unsworth  propos'd  M*"  McLean  as  a  Gent"  proper  to  be- 
come a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  which  was  second^  by  the 
Mayor,  &  ivas  also  propos'd  M^  Gassiot  by  M""  Garbers,  which 
was  likewise  seconded  by  his  Worship;  they  were  sworn  in 
accordingly  in  the  usual  Manner. 

At  Sephton  Octo*"  4**^  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor. 
Alder"  Banner. 
Bailiff  Neilson. 
Burgesses  Blackburn. 

Green. 

Garbers. 
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Woodward. 
Gassiot. 
Pillson. 
B°  Bowden. 
Grundy. 
Visitor  : 

J.  Green. 
After  Dinner : 

M*"  Patten. 
W"  Unsvvorth. 
Stranger : 

M'  Hart 

Don  Pedro  Gassiot  in  the  Province  of  Andalusia  &  City  of 
Xerrez  de  la  fronterra  in  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  was  this  day 
sworn  into  the  Office  of  the  Spanish  Ambassador  &  took  the 
Oath  accordingly. 

At  Sephton  October  ii***  1789. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Bailiff  Neilson. 
Burgesses  Blackburn. 
Pillson. 

This  being  waiting  Sunday  and  next  Sunday  election  day, 
ordered  that  the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  be  given  (at  the  meeting 
on  that  day)  to  the  Mayor  for  his  past  meritorious  services,  and 
that  the  Corporation  do  next  Sunday  proceed  to  the  election  of 
a  Successor  and  dine  together  in  form  at  Sephton  on  Monday 
the  19*^  Instant.  And  that  W™  Neilson,  Esq*^,  being  recom- 
mended by  the  Mayor  as  a  fit  and  proper  Person  to  succeed  to 
the  Office  and  highly  approved  of  by  many  of  the  Burgesses,  be 
waited  on  in  form  and  requested  to  accept  of  the  honor  proposed, 
which  was  accordingly  done  and  the  worthy  Bailiff  sensible  of 
the  high  honor  offer'd  to  him  agreed  to  accept  of  the  same. 

The  Corporation  were  attended  to  Church  by  the  Charity 

Children  agreeable  to  antient  custom. 

s  2 
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At  Sephton  Octo*"  1 8'»^  1 789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Aid"  Banner. 

„     Lickbarrow. 
Burgesses  Smeathman. 
Patten. 
Grundy. 
After  Dinner : 

Wotherspoon. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  an  agreeable  Afternoon. 

At  Sephton  on  Monday  the  19*^  Ocf  1789. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  Esq*^,  Mayor. 

M*-  Bailiff  Neilson. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M**  Burgess  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho*  Newsham. 

M*"  Burgess  John  Blackburne. 

M*"  Burgess  Baynes. 

M*"  Burgess  Pillson. 

M*"  Burgess  Will"  Unsworth,  jun*". 

M^  Burgess  Wotherspoon. 

M*"  Burgess  Black. 

M*"  Burgess  West. 

M*"  Burgess  Geo.  Green,  jun*". 

M*'  Burgess  James  Taylor. 

M**  Burgess  Patten. 

M*"  Burgess  Garbers. 

M*"  Burgess  Matthews. 

M*"  Burgess  Henry  Lickbarrow. 

M^  Burgess  Joseph  Kaye. 

M*"  Edward  Atherton — a  Visitor. 
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All  of  whom  dined  together  avec  Bon  Appetit,  and  After  dinner 
M*^  Bailiff  Neilson  rose  in  his  seat  and  begged  leave  to  propose 
M*"  Edward  Atherton  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted 
a  Burgess  of  this  antient  and  Loyal  Corporation,  and  the  motion 
being  second"*  by  the  Worshipful  M*"  Mayor,  It  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative  un^  voce.  M*"  Atherton  was  accordingly  sworn 
into  Office  in  the  Mace  full  of  ale,  which  he  drank  in  a  stile  that 
at  once  bespoke  him  a  man  of  great  capacity  and  conviviality. 

N.B. — He  drank  his  ale  so  gallantly  that  many  people  were 
proud  to  shake  him  by  the  Hand  on  the  occasion  of  his  so  potent 
Libation. 

The  Mayor  signified  that  the  Town  Clerk  tlirough  sickness 
was  unable  to  attend  his  duty  at  the  Borough  to-day,  and  there- 
fore the  Recorder  was  recommended  to  act  as  Locum  tenens, 
which  he  undertook  most  cheerfully. 

This  day  the  Mayor  signified  that  the  duration  of  his  Office 
was  at  an  end  and  that  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Corporation  to 
proceed  to  a  new  election  according  to  antient  usage  ;  And  he 
also  begged  Leave  to  recommend  M*"  Bailiff  Neilson  as  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  succeed  him,  and  the  Books  being  searched  and 
it  appearing  that  M**  Neilson  had  been  previously  proposed  on 
the  11^**  Instant  and  that  the  election  was  then  directed  to  take 
place  as  yesterday,  but  which,  from  the  Circumstance  of  the  day 
being  Sunday,  was  fixed  for  to-day.  And  the  motion  being 
seconded  by  the  Recorder,  the  Question  was  put  and  carried 
without  a  single  dissenting  voice.  And  M^  Neilson  was  accord- 
ingly sworn  into  Office  amidst  the  united  plaudits  of  the  Bur- 
gesses,— after  his  election  he  arose  and  in  a  short  and  pithy 
speech  returned  his  thanks  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Corporation 
for  the  Honour  they  had  conferred  upon  him,  and  he  also  begged 
leave  to  signify  that  the  Corporation  might  depend  on  the  strict 
discharge  of  his  Corporate  duties,  and  he  in  modest  terms  begged 
Leave  to  recommend  to  each  Burgess  a  punctual  attention  to  the 
duties  of  his  Office. 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton  was  sworn  in  Coroner. 
M*"  Green  was  sworn  in  Mayor's  Bailiff. 
M*"  Blackburne  was  sworn  in  Town's  Bailiff. 
M*"  James  Williamson  was  sworn  into  his  office  of  Recorder 
de  novo. 
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After   which  the  following  Burgesses  were  severally  sworn  into 
the  Offices  set  opposite  their  respective  names  : — 

M"*  James  Grundy. — Surveyor. 

M*"  Samuel  Patten. — Clerk  of  Court  of  Conscience. 

M*"  John    Christian   Hartwig  Garbers. — Imperial    German 

Ambassador. 
M**  James  Taylor. — Ironmonger  &  Anchorsmith. 
M*"  Henry  Lickbarrow. — Overseer  of  the  Bastard  Children. 
M*"  William  West. — Master  of  the  Ceremonies. 
M*"  Alexander  Wothcrspoon. — African  Committee  Man. 
M**  Edward  Banner. — Ranger  of  the  Forests. 
M*"  Andrew  Black. — Bellman. 
M*"  Thomas  Newsham. — Vintner. 
M*"  Will.  Unsworth,  jun*". — Ale  Taster. 
M--  Philip  Pillson. 

M^  Joseph  Kayc. — Ivory  Contractor. 
M*"  Thomas  Baynes. — Hosier  General. 
M*"  Edward  Athcrton. — Russian  Committee  Man. 

M*"  William  Unsworth,  jun*',  having  bidden  seven  dozen  bottles 
of  wine  for  the  honour  of  nominating  the  Lady  Patroness  and  no 
person  having  bidden  a  larger  sum,  he  was  declared  the  purchaser 
and  accordingly  named 

Miss  Fanny  Woodville  as  Lady  Patroness  for  the 
Borough  of  Sephton  for  the  year  to  come. 


At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  25^''  October  1789. 

This  being  waiting  Sunday  and  the  Anniversary  of  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign's  accession  to  the  throne  of  these  Realms,  the 
following  Gentlemen  dined  together  at  the  Borough,  viz^ : — 

The  Worshipful  M*"  Mayor. 

M*-  Bailiff  Green. 

M'"  Bailiff  Blackburne. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M'  Alderman  Banner. 
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M*^  James  Grundy,  ■ 

W  William  West, 

M*"  Joseph  Kaye,  I  Ancient 

M*"  Philip  Pillson,  (Burgesses. 


Visitor : 


M""  Henry  Addison, 

M""  William  Unsworth,junV 


James  Ogden,  of  Manchester. 


M"^  Recorder  rose  in  his  seat  and  begged  leave  to  recommend 
M*"  Ogden  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  a  Burgess  of 
this  antient  and  loyal  Corporation,  and  the  motion  being  seconded 
by  the  Mayor,  It  was  carried  in  the  aflfirmative  absque  ull^  dis- 
sentione,  and  M*"  Mayor  moved  and  it  was  carried  in  like  manner 
that  M*"  Ogden  should  be  presented  with  the  Freedom  of  the 
Borough  AVEC  l'honneur. 

Accordingly  M*"  Ogden  was  admitted  and  sworn  a  Burgess 
on  the  mace  full  of  ale,  which  he  drank  most  manfully. 

M"^  Henry  Addison  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder  seconded 
by  M**  Bailiff  Green  was  admitted  and  sworn  into  his  quondam 
Office  of  Master  of  the  Horse. 

M**  Ogden,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder  seconded  by  the 
Mayor,  was  unanimously  admitted  into  the  antient  (vacant) 
Office  of  Poet  Laureate,  and  took  the  Oath  accordingly. 


Bootle,  Sunday  i**  Nov*"  1789. 

Agreeable  to  Antient  Custom  the  Club  was  adjourned  from 
Sephton  to  this  place. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M*"  Mayor. 
M^  Bailiff  Green. 
W  Bailiff  Blackburne. 
M""  Alderman  Newsham. 
„  „  Whaley. 

„  „  Stanton. 

Zuill. 


Cheshyre. 
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M*"  Burgess  T.  Newsham. 
McLean. 

W"  Unsworth,  Jun^ 
„        Grundy. 
West. 


»  :» 

Dodson. 


»         »> 


Stranger : 

M*-  T.  Alman  (or  w.  H). 
„    James  Green. 

The  Worshipfull  The  Mayor  proposed  M*"  Alman  as  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  which 
was  seconded  by  M**  Baihff  Green.  M**  Halman  was  accordingly 
admitted,  and  drank  his  Ale  in  a  gallant  Manner  indeed. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  this  Day  sworn  into  the 
following  Offices,  viz* : 

Alderman  Whaley. — Ranger  of  the  Forests. 
Alderman  Cheshyre. — Treasurer. 
Alderman  Zuill. — ColK  of  the  Land  Tax. 
Burgess  Dodson. — Accomptant  General. 
Alderman  Newsham. — ColK  of  Customs. 
Burgess  M^^Lean, — Butter  Weigher. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  8**'  November  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M**  Mayor. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M^  Alderman  Banner. 

M**  Alderman  Stanton. 

M''  Recorder. 

M**  Burgess  Dodson. 

M^  Burgess  Edward  Newsham. 

M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Allman. 

M**  Burgess  James  Ogden. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  agreeable  afternoon 
with  great  good  humour. 

After    dinner    the    Mayor    begged    leave    to     recommend 
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M'  Thomas  AUman  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  chosen 
into  the  antient  (now  vacant)  Office  of  Governor  of  the  Island  of 
Saint  Christopher's,  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  Alderman 
Stanton,  It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  unanimously,  and 
M""  Allman  was  sworn  in  accordingly. 

W^  Edward  Newsham  was  continued  in  his  appointment  of 
Attorney-General,  and  took  the  usual  oath. 

Ordered  that  the  Corporation  Vintner  present  the  Poet 
Laureate  wdth  a  Butt  of  Malmsey  according  to  antient  usage  ; 
accordingly  the  Recorder  signified  the  purport  of  the  order  to 
M*"  Poet  Laureate,  who  begged  leave  to  thank  the  Corporation 
for  the  honour  they  intended  him,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
offered  to  Compound  for  the  Butt  of  Malmsey  and  in  lieu  of  so 
great  a  present  he  offered  to  accept  of  his  Victuals  and  drink  for 
the  day.  And  the  Composition  was  voted  accordingly  without 
one  dissenting  voice,  And  the  Poet  Laureate  was  accordingly 
ffilled  full  according  to  the  Intent  of  the  Corporation  without 
pause  or  Refusal. 

[The  ancient  custom  and  usage  here  so  carefully 
observed  by  the  mock  corporation  was  not  so  much  of 
civic  as  of  royal  institution.  The  poet  laureate  belonged 
to  the  surroundings  of  a  king.  The  first  record  we  have 
of  the  office  in  England  is  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III., 
1251.  The  laureate  was  then  styled  the  Kings  Versifier, 
and  a  hundred  shillings  were  his  annual  stipend.  Chaucer, 
we  are  informed  by  Haydn  in  his  '  Book  of  Dates/  on  his 
return  from  abroad,  assumed  the  title  of  poet  laureate, 
and  in  the  twelfth  year  of  Richard  II.,  1389,  he  obtained  a 
grant  of  an  annual  allowance  of  wine.  James  I.  in  161 5 
granted  to  his  laureate,  Samuel  Daniel,  a  yearly  pension 
of  100  marks  ;  Daniel  died  in  1619,  and  in  1630  this 
stipend  was  augmented  by  letters-patent  of  Charles  I.  to 
100/.  per  annum,  with  an  additional  grant  of  one  tierce 
of  Canary    Spanish  wine  from  the  kings  store.      Ben 
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Jonson  was  the  laureate  at  this  time.  He  died  in  1637. 
Amongst  others  who  filled  the  office  are  Spenser,  Dryden, 
Rowe,  Gibber,  Southey,  upon  the  refusal  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  and  Wordsworth. 

It  is  stated  that  on  the  appointment  of  Southey  the 
tierce  of  Canary  was  commuted  for  27/. 

James  Ogden  was  a  local  poet  of  some  celebrity. 
He  was  well  known  in  Manchester,  where  he  published 
several  books  of  poetry  by  subscription,  amongst  others 
*  The  British  Lion  Roused.'] 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  15'**  Nov^  1789. 

Present : 

M''  Alderman  Banner. 
M^  Alderm"  Whaley. 
M"^  Burgess  Smeathman. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  22°*^  Novem**  1789. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M**  Mayor. 

M^  Bailiff  Blackburne. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M**  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton. 

M^  Recorder. 

M*"  Thomas  Newsham,)  .      .        „ 

M'  Samuel  Patten,        ,  ^"*'^"t  Burgesses. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  agreeable  after- 
noon until  they  were  interrupted  by  *  shrieks  that  rent  the 
evening  air/  and  upon  going  out  to  inquire  into  the  Cause,  It  was 
discovered  that  M*"  Burgess  Bevan  had  been  thrown  over  his 
Horse's  head  (to  the  danger  of  his  own  neck)  occasioned  by  a 
filthy,  nasty,  Black  Cur  belonging  to  John  Williamson  of  Linacre 
having  attempted  to  introduce  his  fore  teeth  into  the  heels  of  the 
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worthy  Burgesse's  Palfrey,  After  which  M*"  Bevan  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Council  Chamber  and  welcomed  by  all  on  his 
happy  escape  from  what  might  reasonably  have  been  dreaded 
from  so  tremendous  an  accident. 

Ordered,  therefore,  nem.  con.,  that  the  P.  N.  or  his  deputy  be 
directed  forthwith  to  use  his  best  endeavours  to  flagellate  the 
aforesaid  Filthy,  nasty.  Black  Cur,  to  prevent  him  for  the  future 
from  snapping  or  barking  at  the  Heels  of  the  Horse  of  a  Burgess 
of  the  Corporation  of  Sephton. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  29*'  Nov**  1789. 

Present  : 

Alderman  Newsham  in  the  Chair. 
M*-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 
M*"  Alderman  Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 

W™  Unsworth,  Jun** 
J.  C.  H.  Garbers. 
„        W.  Jones  Calcott. 
„        Dodson. 
M**  Edw^  Rogers,       ^ 
M**  John  Foster,  Jun^ 
M*-  Tho«  Taylor, 
IVr  Westmacot, 


j»         >» 


H  Strangers. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M^  Burgess  James  Taylor. 
M*"  Burgess  Patten. 
M^  David  Blair. 

M**  Alderman  Stanton  proposed  the  following  Gentlemen  as 
fit  and  proper  Persons  to  become  Members  of  this  Antient  and 
Loyal  Corporation,  viz  : — 

M*"  Edward  Rogers. 
M*"  John  Foster,  Jun*" 
M**  Thomas  Taylor. 

M*"  Westmacot. 
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Alderman  Stanton's  proposal  met  the  Approbation  of  the 
whole  Company.  The  Gentlemen  were  accordingly  admitted 
and  drank  their  Ale  in  a  gallant  manner  indeed. 

M*"  J  a*  Taylor  proposed  M**  David  Blair  as  a  Member  of  this^ 
Corporation,  which  was  seconded  by  Burgess  Grundy.  M**  Blair 
took  the  usual  Oath  &  was  admitted.  He  and  M**  Tho*  Taylor 
drank  their  Ale  in  a  very  Superior  Stile. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  6*''  December  1789. 

Present : 

M''  Mayor. 

M*-  Bailiff  Green. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M*"  Alderman  Whaley. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M**  Edward  Newsham. 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson,  jun**. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterward  visited  by  the 
following  Gentlemen,  viz' : 


M**  Edward  Rogers, 

M^  Thomas  Taylor, 

M*"  Will"*  Unsworth,  jun^ 

M^  James  Green, 

M""  Joseph  Bowdon,  a  Visitor, 


Ancient  Burgesses. 


introduced  by  Burgess  Unsworth,  upon  whose  motion  seconded 
by  the  Mayor  M"^  Bowdon  was  unanimously  admitted  a  Burgess 
and  took  y^  Oath  according  to  anticnt  usage. 

On  the  motion  of  M*"  Mayor  seconded  by  M**  Bailiff  Green, 
M""  Rogers  into  the  Office  of  Insurance  Broker  and  M*"  Taylor 
into  the  Office  of  Cashier  were  severally  unanimously  admitted, 
and  they  each  drank  the  antient  oath  in  stile. 

M**  Burgess  Wcstmacott  by  his  proxy,  Burgess  Rogers,  was 
unanimously  voted,  admitted,  and  sworn  Statuary  to  the  Cor- 
poration. 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  13*''  Decern'  1789. 

Present : 

M'  Mayor, 

Bailiff  Green, 

Bailiff  Blackburne, 

The  Recorder, 

Alderman  Newsham, 

Alderman  Banner, 

Alderman  Whaley, 

Alderman  Stanton,    ^ 

Burgess  Will.  Unsworth,  jun*",  after  dinner. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  day. 


\ 


at  dinner. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  20***  December  1789. 


Present 


The  Mayor. 

Bailiff  Blackburne. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

The  Recorder. 

Thomas  Newsham, 

Samuel  Patten, 

John  Blackstock, 

John  Christian  Hartwig  Garbers, 

William  West, 

William  Hodkinson, 


\ 


Ancient 
Burgesses. 


All  of  whom  Dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  spent  a  most 
agreeable  afternoon  with  boon  conviviality. 

After  dinner  Alderman  Jacky  Stanton  without  rising  in  his 
seat  begged  leave  to  propose  M^  William  Hodkinson  as  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  be  chosen  Ship  Broker  to  the  Corporation,  and 
the  motion  being  seconded  by  M'  Recorder,  It  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  sine  ull^  voce  dissentiente,  and  accordingly  M*"  Hod- 
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kinson  was  admitted  and  sworn  into  Office  in  great  stile  ;  and  it 
was  worthy  of  remark  that  he  swallowed  the  oath  in  Grog  with  a 
most  amazing  appetite. 


At  Bootle  the  2f^  Deccm**  1789. 

Present  : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Geo.  Green,  Mayor  s  Bailiff. 

„    John  Blackburn,  Town's  do. 

„    Alderman  Newsham. 

„  „  Whalley. 

„  „  Stanton. 

M**  Ja*  Taylor,  ancient  Burgess. 
M*"  George  Bainbridge,  Stranger. 

All  of  whom  (in  the  Recorder's  expression)  dined  together  & 
spent  the  afternoon  with  the  greatest  harmony  &  tranquillity. 

They  were  afterwards  honor'd  by  M**  Burgess  Unsworth's 
Company. 

M*"  James  Taylor  begged  leave  to  propose  M*"  Bainbridge  as 
a  proper  Person  to  become  a  Burgess  of  this  Corporation,  which 
was  seconded  by  the  Mayor  &  unanimously  approved  of  by  all 
the  Company  present,  when  M*"  Bainbridge  took  the  Oath  in  a 
very  superlative  Stile  indeed. 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor  layed  M*"  Alderman  Stanton  half 
a  dozen  Bottles  of  Wine  that  Burgess  Astley  is  not,  this  day,  on 
his  passage  home  from  America. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  3'^  Jan^y  1790. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M*"  Mayor. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham, 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M""  Burgess  Will.  Unsworth,  jun^ 
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M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Newsham. 
M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Allman. 
Visitor  : 

M**  Alexander  Worswick. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  spent 
a  very  pleasant  afternoon  over  an  excellent  bottle  of  Wine. 

M*"  Alexander  Worswick,  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Burgess  Tho" 
Newsham  seconded  by  Burgess  Unsworth,  was  unanimously 
admitted  a  Burgess  of  the  Antient  and  Loyal  Corporation,  On 
which  occasion  he  took  the  Antient  Oath  in  the  Mace  brimfull 
of  Ale,  which  he  quaffed  in  a  stile  that  beggar'd  every  power  of 
description. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  10*'*  January  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M^  Bailiff  Green. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M''  Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Recorder  Williamson. 

M"*  Eyes,    \  .     . 

MrPatton,r"^^^"^^"'S^""^"' 

Edward  Blackstock,  T.  Clerk. 

The  day  was  pass'd  with  conviviality. 

M*"  Edward  Blackstock  was  continued  in  his  Office  of  Town 
Clerk  &  took  the  usual  oath.  M*"  Charles  Eyes  was  reappointed 
Architect  &  took  the  usual  Oath. 

Ordered,  that  the  Architect  prepare  &  lay  before  the  Council 
a  plan  for  a  new  Corn  Mill,  the  Old  Mill  having  been  destroyed 
by  fire. 

At  Bootle  the  17^**  Jan.  1790. 

Present : 

Alderman  Whaley. 
M'  Burgess  Midgley. 
M'  Alderman  Newsham 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  24'^  Jan^  1790. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

M**  Recorder. 

M*"  Burgess  Sibbald. 

M**  Burgess  Thomas  Booth. 

•  • 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  spent  a  sociable 
afternoon.  . 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  31*'  Jan^^  I790- 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Ald*^  Banner. 

Aid**  Stanton. 

M*-  Bailiff  Green. 

M*-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 

M*"  Burgess  W.  Unsworth,  Jun*". 

M*"  Burgess  West. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  7'**  Feby  1790. 

Present : 

The  Worshipfull  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 
M*"  Alderm"  Stanton. 
Alderm"  Banner. 
Bailiff  Blackburn. 
Burgess  Sibbald. 

„         G.  Warren  Watts. 
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At  Bcx>tle  on  Sunday  the  14***  ffeby  1790. 

Present : 

His  Worshipfull  the  Mayor. 

M**  Alderman  Newsham. 

M*"  Bailiff  Green. 

M--  Bailiff  Blackburne. 

M**  Burgess  Patten. 

M"*  Burgess  Bevan. 

It  being  moved  by  his  worship  the  Mayor  that  M**  Burgess 
Astley  being  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  appointed  an  Am- 
bassador to  the  States  of  America  from  this  ancient  Corporation, 
and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  Burgess  Bevan,  was  carried 
unanimously  ;  as  also  an  order  upon  the  Treasurer  to  disburse 
out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  Corpor"  Estate  the  sum  of 
:^i3,ooo  ^ann.  in  order  to  support  the  dignity  and  Consequence 
of  this  respectable  Boro' :  the  oath  of  ambassador  was  duly  ad- 
ministered, and  with  the  graces  of  a  Character  necessary  for  such 
an  employment  was  duly  taken.  After  spending  an  agreeable 
afternoon  a  wager  was  proposed  by  M"^  Green  of  five  Guineas 
that  on  Tuesday  the  23"*  Inst  he  would  produce  a  Greyhound 
that  was  equal  to  or  would  outrun  M*"  Higson,  of  Wigan's,  Black 
Dog  or  Bitch,  which  Burgess  Bevan  accepted,  the  wager  to  be 
decided  at  the  Old  Moss  at  Crosby  from  7  O'clock  to  12  in  the 
forenoon. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  2i**  February  '90. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
Alderman  Stanton. 
M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Burgess  Geo.  Warren  Watts. 
M'  Burgess  John  Hodgson. 
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M**  Burgess  Booth. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho"  Woodward. 

M**  Burgess  xA.ndrevv  Dodson,  jun'*. 

M*"  Burgess  William  West. 

M**  Burgess  Richard  Wright. 

M**  Burgess  Will.  Unsvvorth,  Sen*". 

M'"  Burgess  Geo.  Bevan. 

M**  Burgess  John  Brenand. 

M*"  James  Dawson,  a  Visitor. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  &  were  afterward 
visited  by  Burgesses  Ashton,  Blackburne,  and  Benjamin  Bowdon, 
and  also  M*"  Bailiff  Green. 

After  dinner  Burgess  Woodward  {without  rising  in  his  seat) 
begged  leave  to  propose  M*"  James  Dawson  as  a  fit  and  proper 
person  to  be  admitted  a  Burgess,  and  the  motion  being  seconded 
by  the  Mayor,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  any  voice 
objecting,  and  M**  Dawson  was  accordingly  admitted  and  sworn 
a  Burgess  in  antient  form,  in  a  Mace  full  of  Ale,  which  he  drank 
off  in  a  stile  which  made  the  Recorder  exclaim,  *  Gallant 
indeed ! ' 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor  seconded  by  Alderman  Stanton, 
M**  Burgess  Ashton  Blackburne,  into  the  Office  of  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  the  County,  M"*  Will.  Unsworth,  Sen**,  into  the  Office  of 
Director  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  M^  Burgess  Wright 
into  the  Office  of  Groom  of  the  Stole,  were  severally  admitted. 

M*"  Thomas  Woodward,  on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  seconded 
by  M*"  Bailiff  Blackburne,  was  admitted  into  the  antient  Office  of 
Comptroller  of  the  Customs,  and  was  sworn  and  admitted  in 
fform. 

M**  John  Brenand,  on  the  motion  of  Alderman  Stanton, 
seconded  by  M**  Burgess  Wright,  was  unanimously  admitted  into 
the  Antient,  vacant.  Office  of  Inspector  of  the  Linen  Hall,  and 
sworn  in  fform  as  of  old  time. 

M**  Benjamin  Bowdon  on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  seconded 
by  Alderman  Stanton,  was  unanimously  voted, sworn,  &  admitted 
to  the  antient  (vacant)  Office  of  Inspector  General  of  the  In- 
surance Offices  of  the  Corporation  of  Sephton. 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  y®  28^^  February  1790. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M'*  Mayor. 

M**  Bailiff  Green. 

M**  Alderman  Nevvsham. 

M^  Alderman  Stanton. 

M*^  Alderman  Banner. 

M"^  Geo.  Warren  Watts, 

M*"  Ashton  (not  Assheton)  Blackburne 

M''  William  Unsworth,  of  Fleet  Street, 

M**  Thomas  Woodward, 

M*"  Isaac  Hinde, 

M^  Thomas  Newsham, 

M*"  Bailiff's  Peer  James  Astley, 

M*-  Richard  Wright, 

M**  Andrew  Dodson,  jun**, 

M*"  John  Blackstock,  jun*", 

M*"  Jemmy  Grundy, 

M*"  John  Watson, 


> 


Ancient 
Burgesses. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  were  afterward 
visited  by  the  following  Gentlemen,  viz* : 


M*"  Alderman  Zuill. 
M*"  Recorder. 
M*"  Town  Clerk. 
M*"  James  Taylor, 
M**  Joseph  Kaye, 
M**  George  Bevan, 
M""  Tho"  Midgley, 


^Ancient  Burgesses. 


M*"  Alderman  Stanton  rose  in  his  seat  and  begged  leave  to 
propose  the  Town  Clerk  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted 
a  Council  Man  (Inasmuch  as  the  Town  Clerk  is  an  Officer  im- 
mediately subservient  to  y®  Common  Council)  and  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  the  Recorder,  the  Town  Clerk  with  a  degree 
of  Delicacy  peculiar  to  himself,  agreed  that  the  sense  of  the 
Burgesses  present  should  not  be  required  on  the  propriety  of  the 
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Motion,  but  that  he  was  willing  by  Hook  or  by  Crook  to  be  ad- 
mitted a  Council  Man,  and  of  Consequence  to  take  the  Antient 
Long  Oath  requisite  in  that  behalf.  Accordingly  the  Town 
Clerk  was  sworn  in  a  Conion  Council  Man,  and  took  the  Lo7ig 
Oath  in  a  manner  that  at  once  convinced  the  Company,  though 
the  Oath  was  long,  the  draught  should  be  short. 

Isaac  Hinde  was  unanimously  admitted  and  sworn  into  the 
Antient  (vacant)  Office  of  'Taster  of  wines  imported  from 
Oporto.' 

M*"  John  Watson  in  like  manner  was  admitted  and  sworn 
into  the  antient  (vacant)  Office  of  Bell  Founder  to  the  Corpora- 
tion. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  7***  March  1790. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M*- Green,  ) 

M-  Blackburne,  f  ^^'^'"^'• 

M*"  Recorder. 

M^  Alderman  Newsham. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M^  Alderman  Stanton. 

M**  Burgess  Dodson. 

M*"  Burgess  West. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho"  Newsham. 

M*"  Burgess  Geo.  Warren  Watts. 

M*"  Frederick  William  Bird,  a  Visitor. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterward  visited  by  the 
following  Gentlemen,  viz^ : 

M**  Burgess  Robert  Green. 

M^  Edward  Homer,  of  Birmingham,  a  Visitor. 

M*'  Alderman  Lickbarrow  begged  leave  to  propose  M*"  Frede- 
rick William  Bird  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  a 
Free  Burgess  of  this  Antient  and  Loyal  Corporation,  and  the 
motion  being  seconded  by  the  Worshipful  M*"  Mayor,  it  was 
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carried  in  the  affirmative  unanimously,  and  M*"  Bird  was  accord- 
ingly admitted  and  sworn  a  Free  Burgess,  and  took  the  antient 
Oath  in  ale  gallantly. 

M**  Burgess  Dodson  also  begged  leave  to  propose  M*"  Homer 
as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  a  Burgess,  and  y® 
motion  being  in  like  manner  seconded  by  the  Mayor,  It  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  without  one  dissenting  voice.  And  he 
was  accordingly  admitted  and  sworn  in  a  Burgess  in  ale 
gallantly. 

M*"  Burgess  Green,  on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  seconded  by 
Alderman  Stanton,  was  unanimously  sworn  &  admitted  Silver- 
smith to  the  Corporation,  on  which  occasion  he  took  y®  Oath  in 
Wine  and  Water. 


At  Bootle  14***  March  1790. 


Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  Banner. 
M""  Alderman  Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  G.  W.  Watts. 
M""  Burgess  Grundy. 
M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 
M*"  Burgess  Astley. 
M**  Burgess  Wain. 
M*"  Burgess  Dampe. 
M**  Burgess  West. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  in  a  Stile  becoming  the  usual  dignity 
of  the  Corporation  &  were  afterwards  visited  by  Burgesses  James 
Taylor  &  John  Brennand»  who  readily  joined  in  the  festivity  of 
the  day,  which  was  a  little  (tito' pleasantly)  interrupted  by  Burgess 
Grundy  offering  to  lay  Burgess  Astley  Five  Pounds— M"*  Leigh's 
Main  of  Cocks,  to  be  fought  at  Liverpool  on  the  5  Ap*  next 
against  M**  Clifton's  Main  ;  the  Wager  being  laid  agreeable  to 
antient  Custom  the  Parties  tossed  up  for  the  Poundage,  which 
was  lost  by  M*"  Astley  &  paid  to  the  Mayor. 

M"*  Burgess  Bevan  afterwards  visited  the  Corporation  &  in- 
formed the  Members  present  that  the  absence  of  the  worthy 
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Recorder  {which  was  much  regretted)  was  occasioned  by  his 
being  obliged  to  attend  the  ensuing  Assizes  at  Lancaster  &  that 
he  was  this  day  seen  by  Burgess  West  riding  Bodkin  in  a  Chaise 
on  his  way  there,  with  Two  other  Persons,  which  the  Body  Cor- 
porate were  informed  were  Henr}^  Forshaw  &  Rich*^  Barlow, 
Sheriff's  Officers.  It  was  therefore  the  sincere  wish  of  the 
Members  of  the  Corporation  assembled  that  the  Recorder  may 
meet  them  on  the  next  Council  day,  when  they  have  not  a  doubt 
he  will  be  much  improved  by  his  Company  on  this  important 
HORSE   CAUSE, 

M^  Wain,  not  having  been  sworn  into  Office  during  the  present 
Mayoralty,  petitioned  to  be  continued  in  his  former  Office  of 
Builder  to  the  Corporation,  which  was  granted  &  he  took  the 
accustomed  Oath. 

M"  Bailiff  Green,  after  having  had  a  pleasant  Ride  to  Aughton 
&  drinking  a  few  Glasses  of  Braggot,  with  Burgess  Wotherspoon, 
visited  the  Corporation  &  contributed  much  to  the  festivity  of 
the  day. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  y^  21"*  March  1790. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M*'  Mayor. 

M*-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 

M**  Bailiff  Green. 

M**  Recorder. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham,\ 

M*"  Alderman  Banner, 

M""  Geo.  Warren  Watts, 

M^  Andrew  Dodson,  Ancient  Burgesses. 

M^  James  Astley, 

M*"  Will.  Unsworth,  jun^ 

M*"  Ja*  Grundy, 

All  of  whom  dined  together  avec  bon  appetit,  and  were  after- 
ward visited  by  the  Following  Free  Burgesses,  viz* : 

M*"  Geo.  Bevan. 

After  dinner  M**  Alderman  Newsham  wagered   M*"  Andrew 
Dodson  Two  Guineas  that  there  were  not  any  Liverpool  Races 
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or  ;^50  6n  Crosbie  Marsh  in  1786,  and  upon  tossing  up  for  the 
poundage  the  Alderman  lost  and  paid. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham  also  wagered  Burgess  Grundy  One 
Guinea  on  the  same  point,  and  upon  Tossing  up,  y®  Alderman 
was  again  unsuccessful. 

The  Recorder  Laid  Alderman  Newsham  Two  Guineas  to 
one  the  same  Bett  and  paid  y®  poundage. 

The  Recorder  Laid  Alderman  Banner  Four  Guineas  to  one 
and  paid  y*^  poundage  also. 

The  Recorder  also  Laid  Alderman  Grundy  Four  Guineas  to 
one  and  paid  the  poundage. 

M**  Burgess  Grundy  having  laid  with  some  or  one  of  y*"  Com- 
pany present  the  Wagers  above  recorded,  the  Recorder  wager'd 
M*"  Mayor  One  Guinea  that  M*"  Grundy  could  not  be  a  winner 
on  the  determination  of  both  events.  And  the  Recorder  disputing 
the  legality  of  the  Bet,  which  he  contended  he  had  misconceived 
and  could  not  possibly  win  in  either  event.  It  was  referred  to  the 
Company  present  to  decide  thereon,  &  y*^  decision  being  unani- 
mously against  the  Recorder,  he  paid  the  Wager,  and  the  Mayor 
paid  the  poundage. 


At  Bootle  the  28**"  March  1790. 

Present  : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M^  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Burgess  Dampe. 

M**  Burgess  Hadkinson. 

M*"  Burgess  W.  Unsworth,  Jun*". 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 

M*"  Burgess  Astley. 

M'  Burgess  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  West. 
Strangers : 

M**  Spearman. 

M*^  Harry  Pod  more. 

Capt.  Podmore. 
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All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 
M*"  Burgess  Bevan,  who  drank  the  constitutional  Toast,  agreeable 
to  antient  custom. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson  rose  in  his  seat  and  begged  leave  to  pro- 
pose M^  Spearman  a  Member  of  this  Society,  as  did  Burgess 
West  to  propose  Cap*  Podmore  &  Alderman  Stanton  M*"  Harry 
Podmore,  all  of  them  being  seconded  by  the  Mayor  &  unani- 
mously approved  of;  they  were  all  duly  admitted  &  sworn  & 
drank  their  Ale  in  a  stile  that  shewed  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  such  potent  draughts  before. 

On  this  day  the  worshipful  the  Mayor,  Alderman  Stanton  & 
several  Burgesses,  returning  from  inspecting  the  Z^«^;;/rt'r^.$"  upon 
the  Coast,  the  Mayor's  Horse  (supposed  to  be  tired  from  hard 
riding)  fell  down  &  his  worship  of  course  measured  his  length 
upon  the  Sands,  betwixt  Bootle  and  Rimrocs  ;  the  Coroner  (who 
was  present)  thought  he  shou'*  have  been  necessitated  to  summon 
a  Jury,  but  fortunately  for  the  Corporation,  our  worthy  Magis- 
trate got  up  before  his  Horse  with  great  alacrity  &  had  some 
difficulty  to  raise  the  Steed  from  the  Sands,  which  had  so  vilely 
Tumbled  him. 

M^  Alderman  Lickbarrow  wagered  M**  West  Five  Guineas 
M*"  Parker's  Main  of  Cocks  against  M**  Clifton's  Main  at  Liverpool 
in  Easter  week  next  &  upon  tossing  up  for  the  Poundage 
M*"  West  Lost  &  paid  Five  Shillings  to  the  Mayor. 

The  Mayor  lays  Alderman  Lickbarrow  Ten  Pounds, 
M**  Clifton's  Main  against  M*"  Parker's,  in  Easter  week  next :  on 
tossing  up  M**  Lickbarrow  lost  &  paid  the  Poundage. 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton  wagers  M**  Lickbarrow  Plve  Guineas, 
Clifton's  Main  ag*  Parker's  &  M**  Stanton  paid  the  Poundage. 

Ordered  in  Council,  on  the  Motion  of  the  Mayor,  that  the 
Corporation  be  adjourned  to  the  Ancient  Council  Chamber  at 
Sephton  on  Sunday  the  ii*^  April  next  &  that  the  Constable 
Tho*  Holliwell  be  ordered  to  convey  the  Records  &  the  Regalia 
there  in  due  time. 

At  Bootle  the  4*^  April  1790. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M*"  Alderman  Ncwsham. 
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M"^  Alderman  Banner. 

M'  Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Burgess  Geo.  Warren  Watts. 

M*"  Burgess  John  Sibbald. 

M'  Bailiff  Green. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 

M'  Burgess  Tho*  Nevvsham. 

Who  dined  together  &  spent  one  of  the  most  tranquil  Afternoons 
experienced  for  some  time.  They  were  after  dinner  visited  by 
M*"  Burgess  Lorrimer,  whose  Company  added  to  the  festivity  of 
the  day. 

Ordered  in  Council  that  the  order  of  the  28**'  March  last 
(relating  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Corporation  to  Sephton)  be 
rescinded  &  that  they  shall  continue  at  the  present  Council 
Chamber  untill  the  usual  time  of  removing,  namely,  the  second 
Sunday  in  May. 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton  rose  in  his  seat  &  recommended 
M^  Ellis  Lorrimer  to  the  ancient  office  of  wholesale  Grocer  to 
the  Corporation,  which  was  seconded  by  the  Mayor,  and  he  was 
therefore  duly  admitted  &  took  the  accustomed  Oath. 

M**  Mayor  (without  rising  in  his  Seat)  proposed  M*"  Sibbald 
(an  ancient  Burgess)  to  the  Office  of  Stationer  \.o  the  Corporation, 
which  proposal  was  unanimously  approved  of  &  he  took  the 
usual  Oath  with  that  alacrity  which  shewed  he  was  proud  of  his 
Office. 

M^  Robert  Ansdell  (an  ancient  Burgess)  visited  the  Corpora- 
tion afterwards  &  drank  the  constitutional  Toast, 

At  Bootle  the  1 1**'  April  1790. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M**  Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Bailiff  Green. 

M""  Burgess  Geo.  Warren  Watts. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 

M^  Burgess  Garbers. 

M'  Burgess  Calcott 
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All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  the  mpst  agreeable  after- 
noon, in  a  Stile  that  proved  them  worthy  of  the  respective  Offices 
they  enjoyed  under  the  Corporation. 
They  were  after  dinner  visited  by 

M^  Alderman  Banner. 
M*"  Burgess  Midgeley. 
M**  Burgess  Patten. 
Stranger  : 

M**  Charles  Fisher. 

Whose  company  added  much  to  the  conviviality  of  the  day. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner  (without  the  usual  Custom  of  rising  in 
his  Seat)  begged  leave  to  propose  M**  Charles  Fisher  to  become 
a  Member  of  this  Corporation  ;  he  was  secconded  by  M**  Burgess 
Midgeley  &  being  carried  in  the  affirmative,  he  duly  admitted  & 
took  the  accustomed  Oath  in  a  Stile  that  shewed  he  had  not 
often  seen  the  Aldermen  of  this  Corporation  take  in  their  Ale. 

M"*  Mayor  proposed  M*"  Burgess  Calcot  as  a  fit  &  proper 
Person  to  fill  the  vacant  Office  of  Deputy  Treasurer  to  the  Cor- 
poration :  he  was  secconded  by  M*^  Alderman  Stanton  &  the 
Burgess  took  the  usual  Oath  of  Office. 

At  Bootle  the  i8*^  April  1790. 

Present  : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M^  Alderman  Newsham. 

M*"  Alderman  Zuill. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M'  Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Bailiff  Green. 

M^  Bailiff  Blackburn. 

M*"  Burgess  George  Warren  Watts. 

M^  Burgess  John  Sibbald. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho*  Booth. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 

M**  Burgess  Be  van. 

M*"  Burgess  C.  Richardson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  most  convivial  afternoon. 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEPHTON      283 

It  was  ordered  in  councill  that  a  Box  be  made  out  of  the 
best  Oak  Tree  upon  the  Corporation  Estate,  to  contain  the 
Records  of  the  Corporation  ;  to  have  a  lock  affixed  to  it  with 
Two  Keys,  one  to  be  kept  by  the  worshipful  the  Mayor  &  the 
other  by  one  of  the  Bailiffs  for  the  time  being. 

M**  Alderman  Stanton  proposed  M*"  Cobham  Richardson  as 
a  proper  Person  to  fill  the  vacant  office  of  Window  Paper  to  the 
Corporation  &  being  secconded  by  the  Mayor,  he  was  duly  ad- 
mitted to  that  Office  &  took  the  Oath  appointed  in  such  Case  in 
the  Mace  full  of  Punch. 

M*"  Mayor  proposed  M*"  Burgess  Booth  to  become  a  Common 
Council  Man,  &  being  unanimously  approved  of  was  duly 
admitted  &  took  the  long  Oath  in  Wine. 

At  Bootle  the  i8**»  April  1790. 

Ordered  in  Council  by  the  undersigned  that  the  Books  con- 
taining the  Records  of  this  ancient  Corporation,  being  much  out 
of  repair  (from  the  inattention  of  the  Officer  to  whose  care  they 
were  entrusted)  be  taken  to  the  Corporation  Stationer,  to  be 
fresh  bound,  agreeable  to  the  Mayor's  directions  &  to  be  returned 
to  the  Council  Chamber  on  or  before  Sunday  the  25**"  Ap\ 

Will.  Neilson,  Mayor. 

George  Green,  Mayor's  Bailiff. 

Jn**  Blackburne,  Town's  Do. 

John  Zuill, 

Edw*^  Banner, 

John  Stanton,         'Aldermen. 

Henry  Newsham,  j 

Tho  Booth,  )  . 

A    J        T\  jx  Council  Men. 

Andrew  Dodson, 


At  Bootle  the  25^*^  April  1790. 
Present : 


The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 
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M'  Alderman  Stanton. 
„   Burgess  John  Sibbald. 
„   Burgess  Geo.  Warren  Watts. 
„   Burgess  Grundy. 

Dodson. 

Hadkinson. 

Patten. 

Keay. 

West. 


V 


All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  afternoon. 


At  Bootle  the  2^  May  1 790. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham  In  y®  Chair. 
M*"  Burgess  Geo.  Warren  Watts. 

Both  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterward  visited  by 

M^  Recorder. 

And  the   afternoon  was   spent  by   the   Triumvirate  in  a  very 
tranquil  and  pleasant  manner.    . 

N.B. — In  the  afternoon,  after  the  Recorder  had  minuted  the 
Transactions  of  the  Day,  and  read  over  the  same,  M*"  Burgess 
Watts  took  occasion  to  signify  his  disapprobation  of  being  stiled 
"  Burgess "  only,  Inasmuch  as  he  had  it  in  remembrance  that 
he  had  been  chosen  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  Borough  in 
1784. 

Qu' : — Was  he  not  sworn  in  for  Lord  Penrhyn  ^  proxy. 

Ordered  that  Thomas  Halliwell,  the  Keeper  of  y®  Council 
Chamber,  remove  the  Regalia  to  Sephton  by  next  Sunday,  to 
which  place,  and  on  which  day,  at  y*'  usual  Hour,  the  meetings 
of  the  Corporation  stand  adjourned. 

Ordered  also  that  the  records  be  removed  from  Bootle 
to  Sephton,  there  to  be  ready  at  the  day  and  hour  afore- 
said. 
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Sephton  the  9^  May  1 790. 

Agreeable  to  an  order  passed  in  Council  at  Bootle  on  Sunday 
the  2*^  Ins*  the  Mayor  &  Bailiffs  (according  to  ancient  Custom) 
assembled  at  the  Borough  Mansion  House  &  were  attended  by 
the  following  Aldermen  &  Burgesses,  viz* : 

M"*  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
„   Alderman  John  Zuill. 
„   Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho*  Taylor. 

M*"  Burgess  Kerr. 

M*"  Burgess  Watson. 

M*"  Burgess  Wotherspoon. 

M*"  Burgess  Astley. 

M""  Burgess  Keay. 

M**  Burgess  H.  Lickbarrow. 

M*"  Burgess  W.  Wain. 

M""  Burgess  James  Green. 
Stranger  : 

M^  Thomas  Thorn. 
After  dinner  : 

M*"  Burgess  W.  Unsworth,  Jun*". 

Who  spent  a  most  convivial  Afternoon  together. 

M^  Bailiff  Green  begged  leave  to  propose  M**  Thomas  Thorn 
as  a  proper  Person  to  become  a  Burgess  of  this  Corporation, 
which  motion  being  secconded  by  M"^  Astley,  he  was  duly 
admitted  (agreeable  to  ancient  Custom)  &  drank  his  Ale  in  a 
stile  that  convinced  the  Corporation  that  he  wou'd  be  worthy 
of  filling  the  first  vacant  Office  not  exceeding  £1000  ^ 
Annum. 

M"^  Mayor  rose  in  his  seat  and  proposed  M*"  W™  Kerr  to  fill 
the  vacant  office  of  Inspector  general  to  the  fruit  Trade  for  this 
Corporation.  M"^  Alderman  Stanton  also  proposed  M*"  John 
Watson  as  a  fit  &  proper  Person  to  fill  the  vacant  Office  of  a 
Common  Council  Man — they  both  were  admitted  and  took  the 
accustomed  Oaths. 
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At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  i6^^  May  1790. 

This  being  the  First  Sunday  after  Ascension  day  and  a  re- 
markably fine  day  the  following  Gentlemen  dined  together  at  the 
Borough,  viz* : 

William  Neilson,  Esq"^,  Mayor. 

M*-  Bailiff  Green. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M**  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson, 

M'-  William  Miller, 

M*"  Ashton  Byrom, 

M*"  James  Grundy, 

M**  Thomas  Midgley,  ^ 

M*"  Thomas  Sherman,  a  Visitor. 


Ancient  Burgesses. 


and  after  dinner  they  were  honoured  with  the  company  of 

M**  John  Savage,  an  ancient  Burgess. 

At  Church  time  the  Mayor,  accompanied  by  several 
Burgesses,  went  to  Church,  w^hcre  they  were  much  edified  (no 
doubt)  by  a  very  somniferous  discourse  from  the  Rev^  Burgess 
Johnson. 

After  service  M**  Thomas  Sherman  on  the  motion  of  the 
Mayor,  seconded  by  the  Recorder,  and  carried  unanimously,  was 
voted  and  admitted  a  Free  Burgess,  upon  which  occasion  he  took 
the  antient  oath  in  y^  Mace  full  of  porter  (diluted,  however, 
with  water)  in  a  stile  that  at  once  displayed  the  high  sense  he 
entertained  of  the  Honour  conferred  upon  him,  as  also  the 
Flavour  of  the  porter,  provided  it  had  been  pure  and  un- 
mixed. 

M*"  Burgess  Byrom  was  unanimously  admitted  a  Common 
Council  Man,  upon  wdi  occasion  he  took  the  long  Oath  in 
Punch. 

M^  Burgess  Savage  was  unanimously  admitted  Regulating 
Captain  to  the  Borough  of  Sephton,  and  took  y^  usual  oath  in  a 
very  gallant  stile. 
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At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  23^'^  May  1790. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

„  „        Stanton. 

M*"  Bailiff  Green. 

„        „      Blackburn. 

„    Burgess  Grundy. 

„         „        Dodson. 
M**  William  Doughty,  Stranger. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  wore  after  Church  time  visited 
by  M"*  Edward  Darwin,  the  ancient  Constable  &  spent  the 
Evening  in  the  utmost  Harmony. 

M**  Burgess  Dodson  rose  in  his  seat  &  begged  leave  to  pro- 
pose M**  Doughty  as  a  proper  Person  to  become  a  Burgess  of 
this  ancient  Corporation,  &  being  seconded  by  the  Mayor  he  was 
unanimously  admitted  &  drank  his  Ale,  to  the  customary  Oath 
in  a  superior  Stile, 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton  {without  rising  in  his  seat)  moved  that 
M*"  Edward  Darwin  be  continued  in  the  Office  of  Constable, 
which  being  seconded,  he  was  duly  sworn,  agreeable  to  the 
ancient  Custom. 

The  absence  of  the  Recorder  was  much  regretted  by  the 
Members  of  the  Corporation  who  assembled  at  the  Borough  this 
day ;  the  cause  of  which  was  attributed  to  a  very  unfortunate 
accident  he  met  with  on  his  return  from  hence  on  Sunday  last ; 
when  shewing  his  agillity  on  Horseback ;  which  he  proved 
very  deficient  in — tho'  he  thought  himself  equally  skilled  in  that 
Art  with  Alderman  Banner  (an  old  experienced  Hunter)  &  had 
the  presumption  to  attempt  several  Leaps  after  him  on  their 
return  Home^  the  first  of  which  proved  his  inexperience  in  the 
Arty  by  his  getting  a  very  tremendous  Tumble  without  any  fault 
of  his  Steed  (which  was  a  borrowed  one),  whereby  his  Life  was  in 
very  great  danger.  In  his  further  attempts  to  follow  the  Alder- 
man he  nearly  suffocated  his  Steed  in  one  of  the  Corporation 
Sewers — by  not  putting  him  fairly  to  his  leap.  The  Corporation 
Surgeon  has  reported  that  the  Recorder  (in  all  probability)  will 


288  SEFTON 

get  the  better  of  his  Bruises  &  recommends  M**  Alderman  Banner 
will  not  lead  him  into  such  a  Scrape  again. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor  M**  Will™  Doughty  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  vacant  office  of  Pedestrian  Ambassador  to  the 
Court  of  Russia  &  took  the  usual  Oath  in  Stile. 

M*"  Burgess  Astley  on  his  return  from  a  journey  visited  the 
Corporation  &  added  much  to  the  festivity  of  the  Evening. 

ORDERED  in  Councill,  that  the  Book  containing 
SEPHTON  RECORDS  be  sent  to  IV'F  Burgess  Dodson,  on  his 
promise  to  transcribe  the  same  into  regular  order  ;  &  that  the 
said  Book  (with  such  amendments  he  may  think  proper)  be 
returned  on  or  before  Sunday  30^^  May  1790. 

Will.  Neilson,  Mayor. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Stanton. 
James  Astley,  E. 
James  Grundy. 
George  Greene,  Bailiff. 
Jn®  Blackburn,  Towns  D°. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  30^^  May  1790. 

Present : 

M*"  Recorder,  In  the  Chair. 

M*"  Robert  Preston, 

M""  George  Bevan, 

All  of  whom  dined  together  avec  Bon  appetit  on  the  following 
dishes,  which  were  cooked  in  such  a  superior  stile  as  hath  seldom 
been  shewn,  save  on  Gala  days,  viz^ : 

A  Calves  Head  (boiled). 

The  Calves  Brains  and  Red  Rage. 

A  Leg  of  Mutton  (roasted). 

A  nice  Yorkshire  pudding,  in  y®  Dripping  Pan. 

A  dish  of  nice  OLD  potatoes. 

A  most  excellent  Sal  lad,  dressed  by  Burgess  Bevan. 

Gooseberry  Tarts. 

Newbrough  cheese,  &c.,  &c. 

And  a  Bottle  of  good  old  wine. 

Vintge  M.D.C.L.X. 


Ancient  Burgesses. 
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[This  bottle  of  good  old  wine — most  probably  port — 
is  certainly  the  oldest  thut  I  can  remember  to  have  heard 
of.  Its  age  (and  I  was  very  careful  in  copying  the 
original  date)  was  at  least  1 30  years. 

I  regret  to  add  that  the  good  old  bottle  was  not  con- 
ducive to  good  behaviour  at  church  afterwards,  as  the 
following  entry  will  show.] 

After  dinner  the  Triumvirate  went  to  Church,  and  were 
much  edified  by  the  Reverend  M**  Burgess  Johnson,  who  preached 
just  15  minutes  and  9  seconds  &  \  of  another  second  by  3  stop 
watches  held  by  the  Umpires,  which  did  not  vary  the  ^  ^^  ^^^  ,j  ^^ 
part  of  ^  a  second. 

After  the  sermon  the  Old  50  Psalm  was  sung  in  full  Har- 
mony. 

The  party  smok'd  their  pipes  after  Church  and  drank  several 
charming  Girls  in  full  Bumpers,  not  forgetting  the  Lordly  Lady 
Patroness. 

N.B. — There  were  no  fish  caught,  though  Burgess  Bevan 
toiled  several  Hours  with  his  new  Rod  ;  probably  his  tackle  was 
slack,  wch  would  not  be  improved  by  the  wetness  of  the  day, 
and  the  wind's  being  a  point  to  y®  Eastward. 

Burgess  Bevan  moved  that  the  proceedings  of  Sunday  last 
be  read  ;  they  were  accordingly  read  by  the  Recorder,  and  then 
the  worthy  Burgess  moved  that  a  Vote  of  censure  be  passed  on 
M^  Burgess  Dodson  for  not  attendg  this  day  at  the  Borough 
with  the  Fair  transcript  of  the  Records  which  it  appears  he  had 
promised  to  make  and  have  ready  at  the  Borough  this  day,  zvith 
such  amendments  as  he  might  think  7iecessar}\  and  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  M^  Burgess  Preston,  and  supported  by  the 
Recorder,  It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  un^  voce. 

Voted  unanimously  that  Dyche's  spelling  Book  or  some 
other  treatise  on  the  important  art  of  spelling  be  recommended 
to  the  attentive  perusal  of  M'  Alderman  Stanton,  who  kindly 
officiated  Last  Sunday  during  y*^  absence  of  the  Recorder,  in 
minuting  the  transactions  of  that  day. 

M'^  Burgess  Preston,  on  the  motion  of  Burgess  Bevan  seconded 
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by  the  Recorder,  was  continued  in  his  (quondam)  office  of 
Jeweller  to  the  Corporation,  upon  which  occasion  he  drank  the 
Mace  full  of  Grog  in  a  stile  wch  beggared  every  power  of  de- 
scription. 

M*"  Burgess  Bevan,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder  seconded 
by  M^  Burgess  Preston,  was  unanimously  admitted  into  the  \Q.xy 
anticnt  and  honourable  Office  of  Custos  Rotulorum,  upon  which 
occasion  he  took  the  old  oath  and  drank  y®  Mace  full  of  Ale  in 
such  a  very  extraordinar>'  stile  that  the  Recorder  and  Jeweller 
w^ere  each  of  them  struck  with  astonishment. 

N.B. — As  M*"  Burgess  Dodson  did  not  attend  with  y^  Book 
of  oaths,  ordered  unanimously  that  he  be  fin'd  a  Crown  Bowl  of 
Punch  the  first  time  he  attends  at  the  Borough. 

Order'd  unanimously  that  a  pension  of  £2000  a  year  be 
granted  to  the  Custos  Rotulorum  and  his  issiic  Male  for  2 1  years, 
after  he  shall  appear  to  be  superannuated  and  unfit  for  the  dis- 
charging of  the  duties  of  the  said  important  Office. 

In  the  evening,  after  the  Company  present  had  smoked  their 
pipes  and  were  turning  their  attention  towards  returning  Home, 
they  were  visited  by  M*"  James  Ansdell,  who  was  proposed  to  be 
admitted  a  Burgess,  but  as  y^  Ancient  Roll  of  admission  was  not 
forthcoming,  thro'  y®  default  of  Burgess  Dodson,  He  could  not 
be  admitted. 

At  \  past  6  M*"  Burgess  John  Blackstock  entered  y®  Council 
Chamber. 

On  reconsidering  the  propriety  of  admitting  M**  James 
Ansdell  a  Free  Burgess  without  the  ancient  Roll,  a  debate  took 
place,  and  after  many  learned  arguments,  It  was  at  length,  after 
many  contrary  opinions,  adjudged  that  he  might  be  admitted, 
provided  the  Recorder  could  from  memory  repeat  the  antient 
oath  to  him,  which  he  accordingly  undertook  to  do,  and  M*"  James 
Ansdell  was  thereupon  admitted  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Recorder, 
seconded  by  Burgess  Blackstock,  on  which  occasion  he  took  the 
antient  oath  in  the  Mace  full  of  Ale,  which  he  drank  off  in  a 
superlatively  gallant  stile  indeed  ! 

M''  Burgess  John  Blackstock,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder 
seconded  by  M^  Burgess  Preston,  was  sworn  and  admitted  Teller 
and  Mone)'cr  of  the  Corporation,  on  wch  occasion  he  drank  his 
Ale  in  a  superb  stile. 
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At  Sephton  Sunday  6'**  June  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M'-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 

M*"  Recorder. 

Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

Thomas  Midgley, 

James  Grundy, 

James  Taylor,  Ancient  Burgesses. 

Thomas  Middleton, 

Andrew  Dodson, 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson  brought  the  Records  wanted  last  Sunday 
but,  alas  !  they  were  un transcribed. 

Ordered,  without  one  dissenting  voice  save  that  of  the 
Recorder's  (who  protested),  that  the  Censure  passed  upon 
Sunday  last  on  Burgess  Dodson  be  rescinded  for  irregularity. 


At  Sephton  on  Sunday  13**'  June  1790. 

Present : 

Alderman  Banner,  In  the  Chair. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Bailiff  Green. 

M*"  ^yill.  Unsworth,  jun*",] 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson,         .-Ancient  Burgesses. 

M*"  James  Grundy,  ) 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

Burgess  Bancroft,  who  on  the  motion  of  Alderman  Stanton 
seconded  by  Alderman  Banner,  was  continued  in  the  antient 
office  of  Inspector  of  West  India  Produce  for  this  Loyal  Corpora- 
tion and  took  y*  Oath  appointed  in  a  half-pint  glass  of  Rum  and 
Water,  making  only  two  sips  of  it. 

u  2 
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At  Sephton  on  Sunda}'  the  20*^  June  1790. 

Present : 

M*"  Bailifif  Green,  in  the  Chair. 
M**  Burgess  Dodson. 
M*"  Burgess  Garbers. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough,  and  were  afterwards 
visited  by  M*"  Recorder,  who  (tho*  late)  dined  also. 


At  Sephton  27^^*  June  1790. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Banner. 
„         Stanton. 
M^  Bailiff  Green. 
M"-  Bailiff  Blackburn. 
M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 

Dodson. 


Taylor. 
Brennand. 
Hodkinson. 
Astley. 


Stranger  : 

M*"  Samuel  Goodwin. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  the  day  with  the  utmost 
harmony. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson  rose  in  his  seat  &  addressed  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  &  Burgesses  in  a  Manner  which  did  him  infinite 
Credit,  in  proposing  M**  Samuel  Goodwin  as  a  proper  Person  to 
become  a  Member  of  this  Corporation.  The  Mayor,  with  the 
greatest  respect  to  M*"  Burgess  Dodson's  Motion  seccondcd  it,  & 
M*"  Goodwin  was  admitted,  taking  the  accustomed  PVeeman's 
Oath,  which  he  swallowed  in  a  Stile  that  convinced  the  Members 
of  the  Corporation  present  thas  he  was  worthy  of  filling  the  first 
Vacant  &  Lucrative  OflRce. 
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At  Sephton  on  Sunday  4th  July  1790. 

Present : 

M'  Mayor. 

M"^  Blackburne,)  „  .,.„ 
M'  Green,  |  ^^'l'^^' 

M^  Recorder. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Stanton. 
Burgess  Grundy. 
Burgess  Edward  Newsham. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  spent  a  very 
agreeable  and  pleasant  afternoon. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  electing  two  Burgesses  to 
Represent  this  Borough,  for  the  particulars  relating  thereto  be 
pleased  to  refer  to  the  Book  of  Election. 


At  Sephton  on  Sunday  nth  July  1790. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  M*"  Mayor. 
M*-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 
M"^  Recorder. 
M'  Alderman  Chcsshyre. 
M'  Alderman  Stanton. 
M'  Burgess  Grundy. 
M*"  Burgess  Begg. 
M*"  Burgess  Astley. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  pleas*  day. 

Ordered  unanimously  by  the  Magistrates  (who  had  rcc®**  in- 
formation that  a  Dog  which  was  actually  mad  ran  through  the 
Market  place  and  several  streets  of  y*  Town  on  Thursday  last, 
and  had  been  seen  to  bite  several  other  Dogs)  that  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  Sephton  be  requested  to  chain  up  their  Dogs.  And  if 
proper  regard  be  not  paid  to  such  notice,  the  Magistrates  will 


294  SEFTON 

think  it  their  Duty  to  order  the  Constables  to  kill  any  dog  what- 
ever which  they  meet  in  the  Streets  for  some  days  to  come. 

M*"  Recorder  begged  leave  to  propose  M^  Burgess  Begg  as  a 
fit  and  proper  person  to  be  appointed  African  Committee  to  the 
Corporation  for  the  present  year,  and  y^'  motion  being  seconded 
by  the  Mayor,  It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  unanimously  ; 
accordingly  Burgess  Begg  was  sworn  into  Office,  on  which 
occasion  he  took  the  antient  oath  in  a  noble  stile. 


Ancient 


Sunday  y*"  18*'*  July  1790. 

Being  a  very  rainy  day,  the  Corporation  did  not  assemble 
save  Alderman  Banner  and  Burgess  Thomas  Midgley. 

At  Sephton  Sunday  25*^'  July  1790. 

Present : 

Will.  Neilson,  Esq"^,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Zuill. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M^  Thomas  Midgley, 

M*"  John  Culcheth, 

M*"  Alexander  Wotherspoon,  )        ^ 
Visitor : 

M**  Matthew  Williames,    introduced   by   the 
Recorder. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by  the 
following  ancient  Burgesses,  viz^ : 

M^  William  Jones  Calcott. 
M*"  Andrew  Dodson. 

M**  Matthew  Williames,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder 
seconded  by  the  Mayor,  was  admitted  a  Burgess,  on  which 
occasion  he  drank  y*-'  Mace  full  of  ale  in  a  truly  masterly 
manner. 
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After  which,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder  seconded  by 
Alderman  Stanton,  M*"  Williames  was  elected  unanimously  into 
the  antient  Office  of  Master  of  the  Dramatis  Pcrsonae  (now 
vacant),  on  which  joyful  occasion  he  took  the  oath  of  Office  in 
Punch. 

M*^  Alderman  Stanton  rose  in  his  seat  after  dinner  (a  little 
top-heavy,  to  be  sure,  according  to  ancient  custom)  and  begged 
leave  to  censure  the  Recorder  for  not  having  brought  along  with 
him  this  day  to  the  Borough  the  Key  of  the  Corporation  chest 
in  which  were  deposited  the  venerable  records. 

N.B. — There  are  3  Keys  of  the  aforesaid  Chest,  one  of  which 
should  be  kept  by 

M*"  Mayor, 

Another  by  the  Town's  Bailiff, 

And  an**  by  The  Recorder. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  i**  August  1790. 

This  being  Lammas  day  the  following  Members  of  the  Cor- 
poration met  together  and  dined,  viz* : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Stanton. 
M"-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 
M*"  Calcott. 
M*"  W"*  Unsworth,  jun'. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and   spent  a  very  tranquil  after- 
noon, and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M*"  Bailiff  Green. 

M*"  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson. 

M""  Burgess  James  Green. 

At  Sephton  on  Sunday  8'**  August  1790. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  y®  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Alderman  Banner. 
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W  Recorder. 

M"^  Burgess  James  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Will"'  Unsworth,  jun''. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  spent  a  very 
tranquil  afternoon. 

After  dinner  the  Corporation  were  visited  by  the  following 
Burgesses,  viz* : 

M*-  John  Sibbald. 

M'-  William  Miller. 

M'-  Bailiff  Green. 

M*^  Burgess  William  Miller,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder 
seconded  by  Burgess  Grundy,  was  admitted  into  his  quondam 
Office  of  Inspector  of  the  Woollen  Hall,  on  which  occasion  he 
took  the  antient  oath  of  Office  in  a  stile  which  distinguished  him 
to  be  no  Wool-Gatherer. 

At  Sephton,  Sunday  15**'  August  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
Alderman  Stanton. 
Burgess  Grundy. 
Burgess  Astley. 
Burgess  Kayc. 
Burgess  West. 
Burgess  Watson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 
M*"  Burgess  Sibbald  and  M**  Burgess  Baldwin,  whose  company 
contributed  very  much  to  the  Festivity  of  y®  Day. 

After  Church  the  company  retired  from  the  Council  Chamber 
to  the  Alcove,  near  the  Church  Yard,  where  they  smoked  their 
pipes  and  were  highly  entertained  by  M"*  Burgess  Grundy's  wit, 
which  was  this  day  brilliant  in  the  superlative  degree. 

Upon  M*"  Burgess  Grundy  refusing  to  pay  a  Bottle  of  wine 
which  was  lost  to  M*"  Alderman  Stanton  twelve  months  ago  and 
given  against  him  at  the  Time,  the  Alderman  declared   before 
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the  Mayor  and  Corporation  assembled,  that  he  would  never  lay 
a  wager  with  him  again  on  a  similar  circumstance. 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy  on  reading  the  above  asserts  the  charge 
as  wholly  unfounded  and  groundless. 

At  Sephton,  Sunday  22°**  August  1790. 

Present : 

M*"  Mayor. 

The  Recorder. 

M*-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 

M*"  Burgess  Bcgg. 

M*"  Burgess  Isaac  Hindc. 

M"  Burgess  Will.  West. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  convivial  afternoon 
and  at  the  close  of  the  day  they  were  visited  by  the  Following 
Burgesses,  viz* : 

M*^  Burgess  Calcott. 

M*"  Burgess  Will.  Unsworth,  jun*". 
M'  Burgess  James  Ansdell,  jun^ 

At  Sephton  29**"  Aug*  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M**  Alderman  Banner. 

„    Alderman  Stanton. 

„    Burgess  Porter. 

„    Burgess  Sibbald. 
M*"  Bailiff  Green. 
M""  Burgess  Astley. 
M'  Burgess  Garbers. 
Stranger : 

M"*  Henry  Bold,  Ormskirk. 

„   J  a*  Hird,  Liverpool. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M*"  Burgess  Troutbcck. 
M""  Burgess  Williams. 
M*"  Constable  Darwin. 
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Who  spent  the  day  with  the  utmost  conviviality.  M*"  Alder- 
man Stanton  rose  in  his  seat,  and  beg'd  leave  to  propose 
M*"  Henry  Bold  as  a  proper  person  to  become  a  Burgess  of  this 
antient  and  Loyal  Corporation,  which  being  unanimously  ap- 
proved of,  the  usual  Oath  was  administcr'd,  which  he  drank  in  a 
superior  Stile. 

M"*  Alderman  Stanton,  without  taking  his  seat  again,  after 
the  former  motion,  proposed  M*"  Hird  to  become  a  Member  of 
this  Corporation,  which  was  very  much  approved  of,  and  he 
drank  his  ale  in  a  very  superlative  degree. 

M*"  Mayor  recommended  M*"  Thomas  Porter  to  the  very 
lucrative  Office  of  Painter  to  the  Corporation,  and  he  took  the 
Oath  in  a  Glass  of  Wine. 

Afterwards  M'  Richard  Harrison  of  Warrington,  a  Stranger, 
was  proposed  by  M*"  Alderman  Astley  to  become  a  Member  of 
this  Corporation,  and  it  being  approved  of,  he  was  admitted  and 
took  the  usual  Oath  at  three  Tips. 

M*"  Richard  Harrison  of  Warrington. 


At  Sephton,  Sunday  5*^  Sept"'  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Garbers. 

M^  Burgess  Porter. 

M*"  Burgess  Sibbald. 

M*"  Burgess  Unsworth. 

M^  Burgess  Patten. 
Strangers : 

M*"  Joseph  Hopley. 

M*"  Richard  Bright. 

After  Dinner  was  visited  by 

M^  Edw*^  Darwin. 

M^  Mayor  proposed  M'"  Bright  as  a  proper  and  fit  person  to 
become  a  Member  of  this  Loyal  Corporation  ;  which  was  seconded 
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by  M*"  Burgess  Grundy,  who  took  the  Oath  and  drank  his  Ale  in 
a  stile  that  did  him  honor  to  his  new  appointment. 

M""  Burgess  Unsworth  proposed  also  M*"  Joseph  Hoplcy  as  a 
fit  person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  which  was 
seconded  also  by  the  Mayor,  and  he  drank  his  Ale  in  a  most 
superior  stile. 


At  Sephton,  Sunday  12***  Septem*"  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Bailiff  Green. 

The  Recorder. 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M*"  Burgess  Begg. 

M*"  Burgess  Calcott 

M"^  Burgess  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

M*"  Burgess  Gaskell. 

M*"  Burgess  Garbers. 

M*"  Burgess  West 

M*^  Burgess  Astley. 

M*"  Burgess  Jn**  Blackstock,  jun**. 

M"^  Burgess  Will.  Unsworth,  jun^ 

M*"  Burgess  Bright. 


Visitor 


M*"  Joseph  Hall,  Wine  MerchS  of  Liverpool. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  festive  afternoon. 

M*"  Joseph  Hall,  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Burgess  Calcott, 
seconded  by  the  Recorder,  was  this  day  unanimously  admitted 
a  Freeman,  and  took  the  oath  in  ale  gallantly. 

The  Recorder  begged  Leave  to  propose  Burgess  Gaskell  as  a 
fit  and  proper  person  to  be  appointed  Mace-Rinser  to  the  Cor- 
poration, and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  M*"  Burgess  Black- 
stock,  and  no  one  gainsaying  it,  M**  Burgess  Gaskell  arose  and 
begged  leave  to  signify  that  the  office  to  which  he  was  last 
appointed  (viz*  Commissioner  of  the  Hackney  Coaches)  being  still 
vacant  and  he  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  before 
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during  the  present  Mayoralty  to  enter  upon  it  de  novo  he  hoped 
he  should  be  indulged  with  the  re-enjoyment  of  his  former  office, 
and  there  not  appearing  sufficient  cause  to  say  that  Burgess 
Gaskell  was  ineligible,  the  original  motion  was  withdrawn  and 
M"^  Gaskell  was  readmitted  Commissioner  of  the  Hackney 
Coaches,  upon  which  occasion  he  took  the  anticnt  oath  in  a 
Bumper  of  Punch  which  he  tipped  off  at  a  single  draught. 


At  Sephton,  Sunday  19  September  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Burgess  Jonadab  Mort 

W°^  Miller. 

Ja*  Grundy. 

Sam^  Patten. 

J.  C.  H.  Garbers. 

W"  West. 

W"  Unsworth. 

Elija  Cobham. 

James  Astley. 
„      Porter. 


Strangers : 

M**  W.  Bowden. 
Doct*"  Fillan. 
M'  Metcalfe. 

The  Mayor  proposed  M*"  Metcalfe  as  a  fit  and  proper  person 
to  become  a  Member  of  this  Ancient  and  Loyal  Corporation, 
which  was  seconded  by  Burgess  Astley.  He  was  duly  admitted 
and  drank  His  Ale  in  a  Gallant  Stile. 

Doctor  Fillan  was  also  propos'd  by  Burgess  Cobham  and 
seconded  by  Burgess  Unsworth,  who  took  the  Oath  &  drank  His 
Ale  cheerfully. 

M^  Bowden  was  propos'd  by  Burgess  Miller  and  seconded  by 
the  Mayor,  who  drank  His  Ale  in  a  manner  that  did  Him  much 
credit. 
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Burgess  Unsvvorth  proposed  M^  J.  Mort  as  Inspector  General 
of  the  Salt  Works  to  this  Corporation — seconded  by  the  Mayor 
— who  took  the  Oath  Gallantly. 

Burgess  Astley  proposed  M**  Elija  Cobham  to  the  honourable 
post  of  Governor  General  of  the  Island  Dominica — seconded  by 
the  Mayor  and  He  took  the  Oath  in  a  proper  Stile. 

At  Sephton,  Sunday  26*^  Septem*'  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor.  ^ 

M'-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 

M*^  Recorder. 

Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

M""  Burgess  Astley. 

M^  Burgess  Grundy. 

M""  Burgess  West. 

M^  Burgess  Will.  Unsworth,  jun**. 

M*"  Burgess  Begg. 

M^  Burgess  Metcalfe. 

M*^  Burgess  Elijah  Cobham. 

M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

M""  Burgess  John  Yate. 

M'  Burgess  Levall. 

M*"  Burgess  Fillan. 

M'  Burgess  Charles  Wilson. 

M""  Burgess  Will.  Miller. 

M*"  Burgess  Edward  Rogers. 

M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Taylor. 
Visitors  : 

M*^  John  Marshall,  of  Liverpool. 

Master  Thomas  Yate,  son  of  Burgess  Yate. 

M^  Edward  Meredith. 

M''  William  Martin. 

M*"  Godfrey  Martin. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  spent  a  very 
convivial  afternoon. 
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After  dinner  M**  Edward  Meredith,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Mayor  seconded  by  Burgess  Miller,  was  unanimously  admitted 
a  Burgess,  and  on  the  motion  being  made  M""  Meredith  rose  in 
his  seat  and  bowed  to  the  Mayor  &  Burgesses  most  respect- 
fully, after  which  he  took  the  antient  oath  and  drank  his  ale  in 
a  manner  which  beggar'd  every  power  of  description. 

M*"  John  Marshall,  on  the  motion  of  Burgess  Wilson  seconded 
by  Burgess  Grundy,  was  unanimously  admitted  a  Burgess,  on 
which  occasion  he  took  the  oath  in  a  stile  which  at  once  bespoke 
him  fond  of  ale  and  fond  of  conviviality. 

M"*  William  Martin,  on  the  motion  of  Burgess  Unsvvorth 
seconded  by  Burgess  Astley,  was  unanimously  admitted  a 
Burgess,  on  which  occasion  he  took  the  oath  in  such  a  manner 
as  proved  him  not  altogether  so  great  an  enemy  to  ale  as  many 
people  imagined. 

M**  Godfrey  Martin,  on  the  motion  of  Burgess  Taylor  seconded 
by  Alderman  Stanton,  was  unanimously  admitted  a  Burgess,  on 
which  occasion  he  took  the  antient  Oath  and  drank  his  Ale  in  a 
most  masterly  manner. 

M**  Edward  Meredith  after  dinner  sang  a  song  in  a  very 
capital  stile  amidst  the  united  applauses  of  the  Mayor  & 
Burgesses,  attended  with  such  elegant  expressions  as  Bravo  ! 
Bravissimo ! 

M**  Burgess  Metcalfe,  on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor  seconded 
by  the  Recorder,  was  unanimously  admitted  Governor  of  the 
settlements  belonging  to  the  Corporation  at  Botany  Bay,  on 
which  occasion  he  took  the  antient  oath  of  Office  in  a  stile  which 
distinguished  him  as  a  proper  person  to  be  sent  to  so  distant  a 
settlement. 

M^  Andrew  Fillan  (an  antient  Burgess),  on  the  motion  of 
Burgess  Cobham  seconded  by  the  Recorder  was  unanimously 
admitted  Physician  to  the  Corporation,  on  wch  occasion  he  took 
the  oath  of  Office  in  such  a  manner  as  Convinced  the  Company 
present  that  he  was  fonder  of  the  Contents  of  the  Mace  than  any 
draught  in  the  whole  Materia  Medica. 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy  mov'd  that  the  Recorder's  Health  be 
drank  in  a  Bumper  which  was  back'd  by  the  Unanimous  V^oice 
of  the  Company  Present — it  was  done  accordingly. 
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M*"  Burgess  Rogers  proposed  an  addition  to  be  made  to  the 
Recorder's  salary  in  consideration  of  what  he  was  pleased  to 
deem  attention  to  his  Office  of  Recorder,  and  the  motion  being 
seconded  by  another  Burgess  was  carried  nem.  con. — On  signi- 
fying the  purport  of  the  motion  to  the  Recorder,  he  rose  in  his 
seat  &  thanked  the  Corpor"  for  the  honour  intended  him,  at 
the  same  time  expressed  a  desire  that  he  should  be  continued  in 
Office  on  the  Old  Terms  when  the  Reelection  of  Officers  should 
take  place  on  the  next  Feast  of  Saint  Luke. 

N.B. — In  the  Course  of  that  motion  and  its  discussion  it  was 
suggested  by  some  Burgesses  present  that  the  exceedings  of  the 
Recorder's  Office  should  be  applied  to  the  advancement  of  the 
intended  Lunatic  Hospital,  and  which  remark  it  was  imagined 
was  alone  attributable  to  the  Circumstance  of  the  Recorder's 
having  begged  that  the  Consideration  of  the  Increase  of  his 
Salary  might  be  adjourned  to  Saint  Luke's. 

At  Scphton,  Sunday  3**  October  1790. 

Present — Elijah  Cobham,  Esquire,  solus,  who  dined  at  the 
Borough  in  all  the  sweets  of  solitary  Blessedness. 

At  Sephton,  Sunday  y®  10***  October  1790. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham,  In  y*  Chair. 

M"-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M"^  Burgess  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Hadkinson. 

M"*  Burgess  Will.  Unsworth,  jun**. 
Visitors : 

M*"  Thomas  Higson,  of  Wigan. 

Captain  James  Richardson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough,  and  frdm  the  un- 
common fineness  of  the  Day  and  the  Consequent  demolition  of 
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the  Victuals,  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  their  appetites  were 
tolerably  Keen, 

M*"  Recorder  begged  leave  to  propose  M**  Tho"  Higson  as  a 
fit  and  proper  person  to  be  admitted  a  Burgess,  and  the  motion 
being  seconded  by  Alderman  Newsham  it  was  carried  nem. 
con.,  and  M**  Higson  was  accordingly  sworn  Free  in  the  usual 
style. 

M*"  Unsworth  proposed  Captain  Richardson  as  a  Burgess, 
and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  Alderman  Newsham  was 
carried  nem.  con.,  and  the  Captain  was  admitted  accordingly 
k  la  militaire. 

M**  Burgess  Troutbeck  visited  the  Corporation  after  dinner 
and  joined  the  Festive  Board. 

M*^  Burgess  Geo.  Bevan  also  visited  y  Corporation  after 
dinner  and  join'd  the  Festive  Board. 


Bailififs. 


At  Sephton,  Sunday  17***  October  1790. 

This  being  waiting  Sunday  the  following  Officers  and  Ancient 
Burgesses  Assembled,  viz* ; 

The  Mayor. 

M*^  Green, 

M*"  Blackburne, 

M^  Recorder. 

M^  Newsham,  a  disfranchized  Burgess. 

M''  Banner,         )  . ,  , 

n/rr  T  •  1  u  r  Aldermen. 

M^  Lickbarrow,] 

M*"  John  Foster  jun^ 

M^  Calcott, 

M**  Peter  Holland, 

M*-  Will.  Wain, 

M**  Anthony  Troutbeck,  \ 


Ancient 


M*"  Edward  Newsham,  ^ 

M^  Sibbald, 

M""  Tho'*  Sherman, 

M""  William  Miller, 

M'  Charles  Eyes,  a  disfranchised  Burgess. 
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Visitors : 

M*"  Andrew  Sibbald. 
M**  John  Dicas. 
M*"  Thomas  Rogers. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  after- 
noon. 

After  dinner  M*"  Andrew  Sibbald,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Recorder  seconded  by  the  Mayor,  was  admitted  a  Burgess,  on 
which  occasion  he  took  the  oath  in  the  usual  manner. 

M*"  John  Dicas,  on  the  motion  of  Alderman  Banner  seconded 
by  the  Mayor,  was  in  like  manner  admitted  a  Burgess. 

As  was  also  M*"  Thomas  Rogers  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Burgess 
Miller  seconded  by  M**  Burgess  Wain. 

M*"  Charles  Eyes,  who  had  been  disfranchised  a  few  months 
ago  in  order  to  be  admitted  an  Evidence  for  the  Corpora- 
tion in  their  cause  with  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater  was  upon  his 
petition  admitted  a  Burgess  de  novo  without  office  or  reward — 
on  which  occasion  he  took  the  antient  oath  in  the  Mace  full  of 
Ale  in  such  a  style  as  convinced  the  whole  Assembly  he  was 
fonder  now  of  the  Contents  of  the  Mace  than  he  was  in  the  year 
1788  when  he  was  first  admitted  a  Burgess. 

M*"  Burgess  Sherman,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder  seconded 
by  Burgess  Miller,  was  admitted  into  the  antient  (vacant)  office 
of  Master  General  of  the  Ordnance. 

M**  Burgess  Foster,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder  seconded 
by  Alderman  Banner,  was  admitted  into  the  antient  (vacant) 
office  of  Carpenter  to  the  Corporation. 

M*"  Henry  Newsham,  who  had  been  disfranchized  a  few 
months  ago  in  order  to  be  admitted  an  Evidence  the  same  as 
M*"  Eyes,  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor  seconded  by  the 
Recorder,  admitted  a  Burgess  again  de  novo. 

It  being  suggested  by  Burgess  Eyes  that  the  Bailiffs  of 
the  Borough  for  the  time  being  are  Churchwardens  of  the  Cor- 
poration Chapel,  and  the  Recorder  referring  to  the  Records,  and 
it  thence  appearing  that  the  present  Bailiffs  had  not  taken  the 
oath  of  Churchwarden, — Ordered  in  Council  that  they  should  be 
required  to  do  so  immediately.  Accordingly  M*"  Bailiff  Black- 
burne  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of  Churchwarden.     But  upon 

X 
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looking  out  for  the  other  Bailiff  (M*"  Green)  it  appeared  that  he 
had  sneaked  off,  but  with  what  view  was  best  known  to  himself. 


At  Sephton  on  Monday  the  i8*^  October  1790, 


Being  the  Feast  of  Saint  Luke. 


Present 


Visitors 


Will.  Neilson  Esq»^  Mayor. 

M^  Bailiff  Green. 

M*-  Bailiff  Blackburne. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Alderman  Chesshyre. 

M^  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M^  Alderman  Stanton. 

Burgess  John  Watson. 

Burgess  James  Taylor. 
M*'  Burgess  Charles  Eyes. 
M*"  Burgess  Henry  Lickbarrow. 

Burgess  John  Christian  Hartwig  Garbers. 

Burgess  George  Bevan. 

Burgess  Charles  Wilson. 

Burgess  William  Unsworth,  jun^ 

Burgess  James  Gill. 


M 
M 


M' 
M"- 
M^ 
M>- 
M^ 


M*"  Burgess  Alexander  Pigott. 

M'  Burgess  Samuel  Patten. 

M'*  Burgess  William  Begg. 

M**  Burgess  Robert  Preston. 

M**  Burgess  Andrew  Black. 

M*"  Burgess  James  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Edward  Atherton. 

M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Gaskcll. 

M^  Burgess  Cobham  Richardson. 

M*"  Burgess  William  West. 

M*"  Burgess  William  Jones  Calcott 

M*"  Joseph  O'Brian. 
M*"  John  Sause. 
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M"^  John  Ferguson. 
M*"  William  Camplin. 
M*"  Daniel  Campbell. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  spent  a  very 
agreeable  afternoon,  and  it  was  not  imagined  that  the  Burgesses 
or  Visitors  present  had  any  Interx^ails  of  cessation  to  their  Festi- 
vity, save  such  as  might  possibly  be  occasioned  by  the  Considera- 
tion uf  the  pitiful  disaster  which  befell  the  two  Bailiffs  and  Alder- 
man Chesshyre,  who  broke  down  in  their  chaise  on  Warbreck 
Moor  as  they  were  journeying  to  the  Borough,  and  were  thereby 
under  the  necessity  of  trudging  it  afoot  for  upwards  of  two 
miles. 

M*"  Joseph  O'Brian,  M*"  John  Sause,  and  M*"  John  Ferguson, 
on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder,  and  M**  William  Camplin  and 
M*"  Daniel  Campbell,  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Burgess  Pigott  (both 
which  motions  were  seconded  by  the  Mayor),  were  this  day  ad- 
mitted Burgesses,  and  took  the  oath  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  new  elected  Burgesses  on  being  elected  returned  thanks 
for  the  honour  conferred  upon  them  in  short  and  elegant 
speeches. 

After  which  the  Mayor  rose  in  his  seat  and  begged  leave  to 
notify  to  the  Burgesses  that  as  his  Mayoralty  was  expired,  it 
was  necessary  that  they  should  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  suc- 
cessor, And  he  also  begged  leave  to  recommend  Alderman  John 
Stanton,  Esquire,  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  succeed  him,  and 
the  motion  being  seconded  by  the  Recorder  and  no  person  gain- 
saying it,  Alderman  Stanton  was  accordingly  (after  the  usual 
proclamations)  sworn  into  Office,  amidst  the  united  acclamations 
of  the  Burgesses  :  after  his  election  he  rose,  in  a  short  and  pithy 
speech  returned  his  unfeigned  thanks  to  the  Burgesses  for  the 
honour  they  had  conferred  upon  him,  and  he  begged  leave  to 
assure  them  that  he  should  punctually  attend  to  the  Duties  of 
his  Office  and  support  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy. 

M*"  Alderman  Neilson  was  sworn  in  Coroner. 

M*"  William  Jones  Calcott  and  M""  Burgess  Astley  (^  his 
proxy  Burgess  Gaskell)  were  sworn  in  Bailiffs. 

M*"  Alderman  Neilson  in  elegant  terms  returned  thanks  to 
the  Burgesses  for  their  punctual  attendance  during  Mayoralty. 

X  2 
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As  did  also  the  Bailiffs  for  the  Honour  this  day  done  them 
in  being  elected  into  their  said  Offices. 

After  which  the  following  Burgesses  were  severally  sworn 
into  the  respective  Offices  set  opposite  to  their  several 
names : — 

sw.  James  Williamson — Recorder. 

George  Green,        \  Two  Committee  Men  for  the  New 

John  Blackburne,  )  Improvements. 

Samuel  Chesshyre — Treasurer. 

Edward  Banner — Ranger  of  the  Forest. 

Will.  N.  Lickbarrow — Receiver  of  the  Town's  duties. 

John  Watson — Bellfounder. 

James  Taylor — Ironmonger  and  Anchorsmith. 

Charles  Eyes — Architect. 

Henry  Lickbarrow — Overseer  of  the  Bastard  Children. 

John  C.  H.  Garbers — Imperial  German  Ambassador. 

George  Bevan — Chief  Justice  in  Eyre. 

Charles  Wilson — African  Committee  Man. 

Will.  Unsworth,  jun*". 

James  Gill — Counsel. 

Alexander  Pigott — Admiral  of  y®  North  Seas. 

Samuel  Patten — Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Conscience. 

Will.  Begg — African  Committee  Man. 

Robert  Preston — Silversmith. 

Andrew  Black — Bellman. 

James  Grundy — Surveyor. 

Edward  Athcrton — Russian  Committee  Man. 

Thomas  Gaskcll — Hackney  Coach  Commissioner. 

Cobham  Richardson — Inspector  of  the  Coney  Warren. 

W^illiam  West — Master  of  the  Ceremonies. 

The  following  new  created  Burgesses  were  elected  into  the 
Offices  set  opposite  to  their  respective  Names,  viz*  : — 

Joseph  O'Brian — Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
John  Sause — Commissioner  of  the  Navy. 
John  Ferguson — Governor   of  the   Grenadas  and  the 

Grenadines. 
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William  Camplin — Lieutenant-Governor  of  Gibraltar. 
Daniel    Campbell — Commander    in    the    Corporation 

Channel. 

After  which  the  Mayor  rose  in  his  seat  and  begged  leave  to 
propose  that  the  Burgesses  should  proceed  to  the  nomination  of 
a  Lady  Patroness  for  the  year  ensuing,  and  the  proposition  being 
acceded  by  the  whole  assembly,  the  Mayor  started  her  at  Three 
dozen  of  wine  when  after  several  Biddings  (Burgess  Begg  offi- 
ciating on  the  occasion  as  Auctioneer)  in  which  Burgess  Grundy, 
Burgess  Sause,  Burgess  Ferguson,  Burgess  Campbell,  Burgess 
Camplin,  and  Burgess  O'Brian  repeatedly  bid  against  each 
other,  and  thereby  clearly  evinced  their  Fondness  for  the  Fair 
sex,  she  was  ultimately  knocked  off  at  Twelve  — dozen  of  wine 
to  M*"  Burgess  Fergusson,  he  being  declared  the  Highest  Bidder 
and  consequently  the  Gallant  purchaser  at  that  price.  He 
accordingly  nominated  Miss  Frances  Backhouse,  of  Everton, 
as  Lady  patroness  for  the  year  ensuing. 

At  Sephton  the  24**^  Ocf  1790. 

Present : 

His  worshipfull  the  Mayor. 
M"*  Bailiff  Astley. 
Aldermen  Newsham. 

Neilson. 

Banner. 

Chesshyre. 
Burgesses 

M*"  West 

Hadkinson. 

Miller. 

Sibbald,  sen*". 

Sibbald,  junior. 

Blackburne. 

Grundy. 

Bevan. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  after  dinner  were  joined  by 

M**  Burgess  Jn''  Blackstock. 
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Being  waiting  Sunday  his  worship  was  attended  to  Church  by 
the  Blue-coat  Hospital  Boys,  supported  from  the  revenues  arising 
from  the  Corporation  Estate(s)  where  an  excellent  Sermon  was 
dcliv"*  upon  the  liberty  of  Burgesses  at  large.  M*"  Sibbald,  j**,  after 
sen'ice  being  proposed  as  Governor  of  Barbadoes  by  M*^  Alder- 
man Neilson,  and  being  seconded  by  his  Worshipf.  The  Mayor, 
he  took  the  oath  of  office  in  a  stile  which  plainly  evinced  his 
being  equal  to  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

M*"  Bailiff  Astlcy  not  being  present  at  the  time  of  his  election 
took  the  oath  of  ofifice  in  a  stile  equal  to  himself. 

M**  Alderman  Newsham  being  continued  in  his  old  office  of 
Collector  of  the  Customs  ;  M*"  Miller  in  the  office  of  Inspector  of 
the  Woolen  Hall ;  M*"  Sibbald,  sen**,  in  the  office  of  Stationer  ; 
M*"  Hadkinson  as  Navy  Agent,  they  took  their  oaths  of  office 
accordingly. 

M*"  Blackstock  being  proposed  by  Burgess  Grundy  as  Banker 
and  being  second**  by  his  worshipf  the  Mayor  he  was  nem.  con. 
voted  into  that  office  and  took  his  oath  in  a  proper  stile. 

According  to  Annual  Custom  his  worshipfull  the  Mayor  paid 
his  half  Guinea  and  the  Bailiffs  their  5"/ 3**  each. 

Ordered  in  Council  that  the  regalia  be  removed  to  the  house 
of  Thomas  Halliwcll  in  Bootle  and  that  the  Books  of  records  be 
convey**  there  under  the  direction  of  his  Worshipfull  the  Mayor. 

M""  Burgess  Brennand,  very  late  indeed,  attended. 

[In  the  records  of  this.year  both  the  Sunday  before 
October  i8  and  the  Sunday  after  are  called  *  waiting 
Sunday.'  No  mention  is  made  of  a  collection  ;  nor  do 
I  find  any  mention  of  these  visits  in  the  churchwardens' 
and  constables'  accounts.] 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  31'*  October  1790 
(pursuant  to  the  Order  of  Sunday  last  made  at  Sephton). 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  Esq^  Mayor. 
M*"  Recorder  Williamson. 
M*^  Alderman  Newsham. 
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M"^  Alderman  Banner. 
M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
M**  Alderman  Neilson. 
.  M**  Burgess  Grundy. 

Dampe  (p  or  b)  EH. 
„        Blackburne. 
„        Ferguson. 

Hy.  Lickbarrow. 

West. 

Kerr. 


»> 
»> 
>>         >» 

A.  Sibbald. 


„        T.  Newsham. 
E.  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 
M*"  Burgess  Eyes. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  sworn  into  the  respective 
Offices  opposite  to  their  several  names  : — 

M*"  W"*  Kerr,  L^  of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Queen. 
M*"  Dambe,  Translator  of  the  Oriental  Languages. 
M*"  T.  Newsham,  Vintner  to  the  Corporation. 
E.  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

After  dinner  the  Mayor  &  Corporation  were  visited  by  M** 
Robert  Walford,  who  being  proposed  by  M^  Alderman  Newsham 
to  become  a  Member  and  seconded  by  the  Worshipful  The 
Mayor  was  elected  a  Burgess,  &  in  taking  the  Oath  drank  his 
Ale  in  a  capital  style. 

M**  Burgess  Ansdell  &  M*"  Burgess  Miller  also  honored  the 
Corporation  with  their  Comp^^  after  dinner. 

M*"  Robert  Ansdell  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of  Master  of  the 
Horse. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  7***  November  1790. 

Present : 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 
Recorder  Williamson. 
Attorney  General  Newsham. 

All  of  whom  dined  together. 
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After  dinner : 

M""  Burgess  Walford. 

Edward  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

In  justice  to  the  Mayor  &  absent  Burgesses  it  must  be 
obser\'ed  that  the  day  was  very  unfavorable. 

The  Mayor  not  attending  there  was  no  Council. 

The  Burgesses  are  requested  to  meet  at  Bootle  on  Tuesday 
next  and  on  the  3  following  days  to  sign  a  requisition  to  The 
Worshipful  The  Mayor  &  Bailiffs  to  call  a  common  Hall  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  the  present  vacancies  in  Council,  for  admitting 
.several  worthy  burgesses  to  the  freedom  of  the  Town,  &  for 
auditing  &  printing  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer.  And  it  is 
ordered  that  Public  Notice  of  the  Meeting  be  given  in  the 
Phoenix. 

The  Treasurer  having  represented  to  the  Burgesses  that  by 
the  alteration  of  the  pavement  in  Old  Hall  Street  the  parapet 
walk  is  now  so  narrow  as  to  make  it  highly  dangerous  to  the 
inhabitants  walking  that  way,  even  b}-  day,  and  having  proposed 
that  the  following  punishment  be  inflicted  on  the  Surveyor  of 
the  Roads,  and  the  proposal  being  seconded  by  The  Recorder — 

It  is  ordered  that  the  Surveyor  do  parade  on  the  parapet 
walk  in  Old  Hall  Street  for  seven  successive  Evenings  during 
the  next  dark  Moon,  unless  he  shall  sooner  by  tumbling  into 
some  cellar  (of  which  there  is  great  probability)  fracture  an  Arm 
or  Leg  or  dislocate  his  neck. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  14***  November  1790. 

Present : 

John  Stanton  Esq*^,  Ma}'or. 

M*-  Bailiff  Astley. 

M""  Recorder  Williamson. 

M**  Alderman  Newsham. 

M*"  Alderman  Neilson. 

M*^  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 

M**  Burgess  Hadkinson. 

M*"  Attorney  General  Newsham. 
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M*"  Burgess  T.  Newsham. 

M**  Burgess  Patten. 

M*"  Burgess  West. 

M*"  Burgess  Be  van. 

Edward  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

All  of  whom,  except  M*"  Burgess  Bevan,  dined  at  the  Borough. 

In  consequence  of  public  notice  given  in  the  Phoenix,  a  very 
considerable  number  of  Burgesses  met  on  tuesday  last  &  on 
the  3  following  days  at  Bootle  &  signed  a  requisition  to  the 
Mayor  &  Bailiffs  to  call  a  Common  Hall  for  the  purposes  stated 
in  the  minutes  of  the  business  of  the  last  Council  Day — which 
was  afterwards  presented  by  a  deputation  from  the  Body. 

A  special  Council  being  summon'd  for  Saturday  last  by  the 
Mayor  for  the  purpose  of  granting  the  freedom  of  the  Town  to 
those  persons  who  are  intitled  to  the  same  &  for  renewing  of 
Leases  &c.  only  16  members  appearing  there  was  no  Council  & 
consequently  no  business  was  done. 

M*"  Edward  Newsham  was  re-elected  to  the  important  &  high  . 
office  of  Attorney  General  &  took  the  oath  in  a  style  peculiar  to 
himself. 

At  Bootle,  Sunday  y^  21**  Novem*"  1790. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham  in  y*'  Chair. 
Alderman  Zuill. 
Burgess  Kerr. 
Burgess  Hans  Dampe. 

All   of  whom   dined   together  and  spent   a   most   pleasant  & 
agreeable  afternoon. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  28***  Novem""  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Alderman  Chesshyre. 
Alderman  Banner. 
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Alderman  Nelson. 
The  Recorder. 
M^  Bailiff  Calcott. 
M**  Burgess  Metcalfe. 
M*"  Burgess  West. 
M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 
M*"  Burgess  Garbers. 
M**  Burgess  Dodson. 
Visitors : 

M**  Francis  Edward  Ellis. 
M*"  Nicholas  Halliday. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  most  agreeable  after- 
noon. 

After  dinner  M"*  Ellis  and  M*"  Halliday  on  the  motion  of 
M*"  Recorder  seconded  by  Burgess  Calcott  were  severally  chosen 
&  admitted  Burgesses. 

M"*  Burgess  Metcalfe  was  this  day  resworn  into  his  quondam 
Office  of  Governor  of  Botany  Bay. 

Ordered  unanimously  on  the  motion  of  Burgess  Metcalfe, 
seconded  by  Alderman  Nelson,  that  Officers  to  whom  the  Keys 
of  the  Corporation  Chest  are  entrusted,  produce  them  severally 
on  the  first  day  they  severally  next  attend  the  Borough  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  a  Bottle  of  wine  each  for  their  respective  defaults. 

N.B. — The  Keys  of  the  Chest  are  at  present  kept  by  the 
following  Officers,  viz* : — 

I   by  the  Mayor, 

I   by  the  Town  Clerk, 

and 
I   By  the  Mayors  Bailiff  and  the  Town's  Bailiff,  or  the 

one  of  them. 

At  Bootle,  Sunday  5^**  Decem*"  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Chesshyre. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Nelson. 
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The  Recorder. 

.  M*-  Bailiff's  Peer  Blackburne. 
M*"  Burgess  Bevan. 
M"^  Burgess  Edward  Newsham. 
M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Midgley. 
M""  Burgess  Edward  Atherton. 
M*"  Burgess  Geo.  Metcalfe. 

All  of  whom  dined    together   and  were   aftenvard    visited  by 
the  following  Gentlemen,  viz* : — 

M^  Bailiff  Calcott. 

M*"  Burgess  Will™  Hadkinson. 

After  dinner  Alderman  Neilson  (without  rising  in  his  seat) 
gave  notice  that  on  Sunday  next  he  should  make  a  motion  that 
an  additional  allowance  for  each  dinner  be  made  to  Tho'  Halli- 
well  at  Bootle  and  Nelly  Barker  at  Sephton  when  the  Corpora- 
tion at  their  respective  houses  shall  in  future  assemble. 

At  Bootle  the  12***  December  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
„  Neilson. 

„  Lickbarrow. 

M*"  Burgess  T.  Newsham. 

Jo*  Keay. 
W.  T.  Christian. 
Geo.  Metcalfe. 
W.  West. 

W.  Unsworth,  jun^ 
James  Richardson. 


>> 


Strangers  : 

M'  George  Ker. 
„   James  Ryan. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  afternoon. 

M""  George  Ker,  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow 

&  M*"  James  Ryan  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Will.  Unsworth,  seconded 


31 6  SEFTON 

by  the  Mayor,  were  proposed  to  become  Members  of  this  antient 
Corporation,  were  duly  admitted  &  took  the  Oath  in  a  very 
superior  Stile. 

M""  Jo*  Keay  was  reinstated  in  his  former  office  of  Ivory 
Contractor. 

M^  James  Richardson  was  appointed  to  the  very  lucrative 
office  of  Governor  of  the  Corporation  Settlements  at  Nootka 
Sound. 

M^  W.  T.  Christian  was  also  sworn  into  the  Office  of  Master 
of  the  Revels, 

Agreeable  to  Notice  given  by  M*"  Alderman  \eilson  on 
Sunday  last  he  rose  in  his  Seat  &  moved  that  in  future  the 
Corporation  pay  Tho''  Ilalliwell  One  Shilling  &  Six  Pence  ^ 
head  for  dinner  &  that  the  said  Sum  be  paid  to  Nelly  Barker  on 
their  adjournment  to  Sephton,  which  motion  was  seccondcd  by 
the  Mayor  &  was  carried  unanimously. 


Bootle  19***  Dec**  1790. 

This  being  an  unfavourable  Day  for  Meeting,  M*"  Burgess 
West  only  attended,  who  spent  the  time  agreeable  to  Himself 


Bootle  26'^  December  1790. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid'"  Neilson. 
Aid'"  Banner. 
Aid"  Newsham. 
Aid*"  Zulu. 
M"*  Burgess  Ker. 
M*"  Burgess  Watson. 
M"*  Burgess  West. 
M^  Bailiff  Astley. 

All  of  whom  spent  an  Agreeable  Afternoon. 
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Bootle  2**  Janry  1791 

Present : 

The  Mavor. 
Aid"  Neilson. 
Aid™  Newsham. 
Aid"  Banner. 
M*-  Bailiff  Astley. 

The  Company  spent  a  tranquil  afternoon. 
The  Mayor  in  the  hurry  of  business  forgot  the  Key  of  the 
Records,  for  which  He  paid  the  fixed  fine  of  half  a  Crown. 


Bootle  9*^*  January  179 1. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Aid"  Newsham. 

Aid"  Neilson. 

Aid"  Banner. 

Burgess  T.  Newsham. 

Burgess  A.  Dodson. 

Burgess  Richardson. 

Burgess  Walford. 

Bailiff  Astley. 
Stranger : 

W  Hart. 

In  consequence  of  a  requisition  from  a  respectable  Majority 
of  the  Burgesses  of  this  Antient  &  Loyal  Corporation  to  the 
Mayor  and  Bailiffs — to  call  a  Common  Hall  in  order  to  take  into 
Consideration  the  Bye  Laws — to  fill  up  the  Vacancies  in  Council 
&  for  the  dispatch  of  other  necessary  business, 

We,  the  Mayor  &  Bailiffs,  have  thought  fit  to  comply  with 
such  a  respectable  requisition.  And  do  accordingly  desire  the 
attendance  of  the  Burgesses  of  Sephton  in  Common  Hall  on 
Monday  the  17*^  of  this   Instant  Janry,  then  &  there  to  take 


.  Bailiffs. 
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into  Consideration  the  Several  Matters  &  things  as  proposed 
in  our  advertisment  for  that  purpose. 

John  Stanton,  Mayor. 

W°»  Jones  Calcott, 

James  Astley, 

Ordered — That  this  our  pleasure  be  made  known  in  All  the 
Churches  &  Chapels  within  the  libertys  of  this  Corporation. 

Bootle  16  Janry  1791. 

Present  : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Neilson. 
Aid"  Banner. 
Ald°  Newsham. 
Burgess  E.  Cobham. 
Burgess  W.  West. 
Burgess  Walford. 
Burgess  Garbers. 
Burgess  Dodson. 
Burgess  Blackstock. 
Bailiff  Astley. 

All  of  whom  (tho'  the  weather  was  stormy)  spent  an  agreeable 
Afternoon. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Aid"  Neilson,  M**  E  Cobham  was 
resworn  to  the  lucrative  Post  of  Governor  of  Dominica. 

Order'd  by  the  Mayor  that  all  the  officers  of  this  Corporation, 
Viz.  the  Bailiffs,  Sub-Bailiffs,  Sword  Bearer,  Constables,  Deputy 
constables  &  the  new  one  hundred  additional  Constables  do 
attend  to-morrow  at  the  Common  Hall,  there  to  exert  their 
Authority — with  all  becoming  decency — to  maintain  peace  and 
good  order.  And  to  attend  the  Mayor  &  Bailiffs  throughout  the 
Day  during  the  important  business  that  may  come  before  them. 

Bootle  23"*  January  1791. 

Present : 

Alderman  W.  Neilson,  Dep*y  Mayor. 
Aid"  Jno  Zuill. 
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Aid"  W.  Lickbarrow. 
Aid"  H/Ncwsham. 
Aid"  E.  Banner. 
Burgess  Jn**  Watson. 
Burgess  E.  Cobham. 
Burgess  A.  Sibbald. 
Burgess  Jo"  Kay. 
Burgess  W.  Unsworth,  Jun*'. 
Burgess  Capt"  Kerr. 
Burgess  W-  Ker. 
Burgess  Jn®  Blackburn. 
Stranger : 

M»"  Tho«  Ashburner. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M^  Anthy  Molyneux. 

The  Mayor  without  rising  in  His  Seat  proposed  M*"  Ashburner 
as  a  proper  person  to  become  a  Burgess  of  ths  Corp",  and  being 
seconded  by  Aid"  Zuilland  meeting  with  the  general  approba- 
tion of  the  Burgesses  assembled,  the  usual  Oath  was  adminis- 
tered, which  He  took  in  a  Style  that  shewd  He  Stood  fair  to  be 
promoted  to  an  Office  in  the  Corporation  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance. 

Capt"  Ker  was  Sworn  into  the  Office  of  Sword  Bearer,  & 
M*"  Anth^  Molyneux,  Wine  taster  to  the  Corporation. 

Bootle  30  January  1791. 

Present : 
^  The  Mayor. 

Aid"  Neilson.* 
Aid"  Banner. 
Aid"  Newsham. 
Burgess  West. 
Burgess  Grundy. 
Bailiff  Astley. 

The  Day  was  Wet  and  Windy,  but  the  company  spent  a 
comfortable  afternoon. 
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The  Common  Hall  held  on  the  17^**  Inst,  was  conducted  with 
great  propriety  and  good  order.  M*"  'R^  Walker,  M**  Cha*  Cald- 
well, M*"  Walter  Earle  &  M**  P.  Ellames  were  severally  named 
and  Elected  ;  all  took  the  respective  Oaths  of  Office. 

Bootle,  Sunday  6^^  February  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham 
Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
The  Recorder. 
M*"  Burgess  Calcot,       ^ 
M*"  John  Blackstock, 
M*"  Thomas  Newsham, 

M*-  William  West,         ^Ancient  Burgesses. 
M*-  Elijah  Cobham, 
M*"  James  Astley, 
M*"  Henry  Pickering, 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

Burgess  Miller. 

The  Recorder  wagers  Five  Guineas  with  M""  Burgess  Astley 
that  in  the  Great  Cause  now  depending  in  the  House  of  Peers 
by  writ  of  Error  respecting  the  Liability  of  an  acceptor  of  Bills  of 
Exchange  made  payable  to  a  petitious  Prayer,^  the  Party  who 
contends  for  such  liability  will  eventually  have  a  decision  against 
him. 

On  tossing  up  for  the  poundage  Burgess  Astley  was  unsuc- 
ccsful. 

Jam.  Williamson. 
James  Astley. 

[The  great  cause  here  referred  to  was  a  question  which 
arose  out  of  the  bankruptcy  of  Livesay  and  Co.  and 
Gibson    and    Co.,    w'ho    negotiated    bills    with    fictitious 

'  Fictitious  payee. 
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names   upon   them    to  the  amount  of  nearly  a  million 
sterling  a  year. 

The  judgment  was  to  the  effect  that  if  the  acceptor 
know  the  bill  to  be  endorsed  to  a  fictitious  payee  an 
innocent  holder  can  recover  against  acceptor  as  on  a  bill 
payable  to  bearer.  (Gibson  v,  Minet,  i,  H,  Blackstone, 
p.  569,  Feb.  14,  1 791  ;  Gibson  v.  Hunter,  2,  H,  Black- 
stone,  p.  187,  1793  ;  p.  288,  1794.)  Mr.  Burgess  Astley 
thus  won  his  five  guineas  to  recoup  him  for  loss  of  the 
poundage.] 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor  seconded  by  M*^  Bailiff  Calcot, 
M**  Pickering  was  unanimously  admitted  into  the  antient  Office 
of  High  Constable,  on  which  occasion  he  took  the  ancient  oath  in 
a  capital  stile ! 

Afterward  the  Corporation  was  visited  by 

M'  Burgess  Robert  Walford 

& 
M*"  Richard  Walford,  his  Brother. 

On  the  motion  of  M*"  Bailiff  Calcot  seconded  by  the  Mayor, 
M*"  Richard  Walford,  his  Countryman  (a  Salopian),  was  unani- 
mously admitted  a  Burgess  of  this  ancient  and  loyal  Corporation, 
on  which  occasion  he  drank  with  as  much  goOt  as  if  it  had  been 
Porter. 

On  the  motion  of  Alderman  Neilson  seconded  by  the  Mayor, 
M""  Burgess  Rob*  Walford  was  unanimously  admitted  into  the 
antient  (vacant)  Office  of  Porter  Brewer  to  Corporation. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  13*^  February  1791. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor. 

W  Bailiff  Calcott 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M"  Aldermen  Zuill  &  Banner. 
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M**  Alderman  Neilson. 

M**  Recorder  Williamson. 

M*"  Burgess  Cobham. 

M**  Burgess  Cobham  Richardson. 

M*"  Burgess  Charles  Eyes. 

M'"  Burgess  Geo.  Green,  Jun**. 

M**  Burgess  H^  Pickering. 

M*"  Burgess  W.  Hadkinson. 

M**  Burgess  Jn®  Blackburne. 

M**  Burgess  Hans  Dampe. 

M*"  Burgess  Geo.  Bevan. 

M**  Burgess  Andrew  Sibbald. 

M**  Burgess  W™  West. 

M**  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson,  Jun**. 

M*"  Burgess  Richard  Walford. 

M*"  Burgess  Robert  Walford. 

M"*  Andrew  Dodson,  Visitor. 

M*"  James  Hinxman,  Visitor. 

M*-  Burgess  W™  Miller. 

Edward  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  except  M*"  Bevan,  RF  Rob^  Walford,        ^' 
&  M*-  Richard  Walford. 

On  the  motion  of  Alderman  Neilson  seconded  by  the  Mayor, 
M*"  Andrew  Dodson,  Sen*",  &  M*"  Hinxman  were  unanimously 
elected  Burgesses  and  drank  their  ale  in  stile. 

M*"  Hans  Dampe  was  resworn  into  his  quondam  Office  of 
Translator  of  the  Oriental  Languages. 

M^  Burgess  E.  Cobham  took  the  Oath  of  Office  of  a  Common 
Council  man. 

M*"  Richard  Walford  was  sworn  in  Sheriff  of  the  Borough. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  20^*^  February'  1791. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor. 
M*-  Bailiff  Calcott. 
M^  Alderman  Banner. 
M"^  Alderman  Neilson. 
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M*"  Recorder  Williamson. 

M*"  Burgess  Cobham. 

M*"  Burgess  Geo.  Green,  Jun**. 

M*"  Burgess  John  Blackburne. 

M""  Burgess  Hans  Dampe. 

M*"  Burgess  George  Bevan. 

M^  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson,  Jun*". 

M'*  Burgess  William  Begg. 

M*"  Burgess  Charles  Brown. 

M''  Burgess  Patten. 

M*"  Burgess  John  Watson. 

M**  Burgess  Thomas  Booth. 

M*"  Burgess  Joseph  Hall. 

M*"  Burgess  George  Metcalf. 

Edward  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

All  of  whom,  except  M*"  Burgess  Brown,  dined  together. 

M**  Begg  proposed  M''  Burgess  Hall  as  a  very  proper  person 
to  fill  the  vacant  Office  of  Poet  Laureat,  &  the  motion  being 
seconded  by  M*"  Williamson,  he  was  unanimously  elected. 

M**  Burgess  Cobham  proposed  M*"  Booth  to  the  Office  of  In- 
spector of  the  Corn  Market,  &  the  motion  being  seconded  he 
was  unanimously  elected. 

They  afterwards  took  the  Oath  of  Office  in  a  becoming  & 
masterly  style. 

On  this  day  upwards  of  200  Sail  of  Vessels,  many  of  whom 
had  been  detained  3  months  by  contrary  Winds,  in  sight  &  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  the  Burgesses,  left  the  Harbour,  to  each 
of  whom  a  successful  Voyage  was  drank,  &  3  Cheers  given  with 
feelings  not  to  be  expressed. 

M*"  Burgess  Charles  Brown  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of  In- 
spector of  the  Bleaching  Grounds  &  Printing  Works,  &  drank 
his  Liquor  in  a  masterly  style. 

[Baines  in  his  *  History  of  Liverpool  Parish  *  and 
Gore  in  his  *  Annals  of  Liverpool '  allude  to  this  fact,  but 
both  make  Sunday,  Feb.  19,  and  not  the  20th,  and  the 
number   of  vessels   350.      Thus:    '1791- — 350   vessels 

Y  7. 
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sailed  out  of  the  port  in  one  tide,  Sunday,  F'ebruary  19.' 
It  must  have  been  an  imposing  sight  and  at  this  distance 
of  time  we  can  afford  to  forgive  the  assembled  burgesses 
their  anxious  and  excited  feelings.  I  cannot,  however, 
quit  this  subject  without  reproducing  the  rebuke  delivered 
to  the  people  of  Liverpool  by  the  actor,  George  Frederick 
Cooke,  from  the  boards  of  the  Theatre  Royal,  which 
Baines  characterises  as  *  too  good  to  be  forgotten/ 
Cooke,  having  made  his  appearance  on  the  stage  in  a 
state  of  partial  intoxication,  was  received  by  the  audience 
with  hisses.  Instead  of  retiring  behind  the  scenes  he 
came  forward,  as  if  to  make  an  apology  for  his  conduct ; 
but  this  was  farthest  from  his  intention,  for  no  sooner 
had  the  hissing  ceased  than  with  intense  bitterness  he 
cried  out,  *  I  despise  you !  There  is  not  a  brick  in  your 
nasty  town  but  is  cemented  with  the  blood  of  the  suffer- 
ing African.'  Then,  and  not  a  moment  too  soon,  he  fled 
from  the  scene.] 


At  Bootle,  Sunday  27*^  Feb^'y  1791. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham,  In  y®  Chair. 

Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

The  Recorder. 

M**  Burgess  Sibbald. 

M*"  Burgess  Cobham. 

M*"  Burgess  Dampe. 

M*"  Burgess  Pickering. 

M*"  Burgess  Green. 

M^  Burgess  John  Blackburne. 

M**  Burgess  Thomas  Newsham. 

M^  Burgess  Edward  Newsham. 
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M*"  Burgess  Charles  Boulton. 

M'  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson,  jun**. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  agreeable  after- 
noon and  were  afterward  visited  by 

M"^  Burgess  George  Bevan. 

At  Bootle,  Sunday  6***  March  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M*-  Bailiff  Calcott. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Neilson. 

M*"  Burgess  Will"  Thompson. 

M'  Burgess  Thomas  Newsham. 
Visitor  : 

M*"  Arthur  Ellison. 

M*"  James  Higham. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterward  visited  by  the 
follow*  Burgesses,  viz* : 

M*"  George  Bevan. 

M*"  Samuel  Patten. 

M'  Andrew  Dodson,  jun*". 

Alderman  Neilson  laid  M*"  Burgess  Bevan  a  Bottle  of  wine 
that  the  present  M*"  Wilson  Braddyl's  paternal  name  was  Gale, 
and  on  tossing  up  to  decide  on  whom  the  Lot  of  immediate  pay- 
ment should  fall  the  Burgess  lost. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Recorder  seconded  by  the  Mayor 
M*"  Ellison  and  M*"  Higham  were  this  day  unanimously  admitted 
Burgesses. 

Bootle,  Sunday  13  March  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Newsham. 
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Aid"  Neilson. 
Aid"  Banner. 
Burgess  W"  Ker. 
„        Jn°  Watson. 
„        Bainbridge. 
„        West. 
„       Sam^  Patten. 
Bailiff  Astlev. 
After  dinner  : 

Burgess  Geo.  Bevan. 
R.  Preston. 
Walford. 
and 
Bailiff  Calcot 

The  Weather  remarkably  fine,  &  the  Afternoon  was  spent 
tranquil  &  sociable. 

On  the  motion  of  Aid"  Neilson  M*"  Bainbridge  was  elected  to 
the  important  Office  of  Collector  of  Customs  for  the  Port  of 
Kingston  in  the  Island  of  Jam*,  and  was  sworn  in  accordingly. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  20**"  March  1791. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham,  in  y*  Chair. 

M*"  Baih'ff  Calcot. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner 

M*"  Burgess  Dampe. 

M*^  Burgess  Dodson,  jun^ 

M*"  Burgess  Charles  Wilson 

M*"  Burgess  Hadkinson. 
Visitor : 

M*"  John  Paul  Durand,  of  Bordeaux. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  after- 
noon. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Recorder  seconded  by  M**  Burgess 
Dampe,  M*"  Durand  was  unanimously  admitted  a  Burgess  and 
took  the  usual  oath. 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  27*^  March  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M''  Aid"  Newsham. 

M*"  Aid"  Banner. 

M*"  Aid"  Neilson. 

M*"  Dampe. 

M"*  West. 

M*"  Watson. 

M**  Jo*  Kaye. 

M*"  James  Taylor. 

M""  Astley. 

M**  Calcott 

M""  A.  Dodson,  Jun*". 
Stranger : 

M*"  Tho**  Keefe. 

Who  dined  together  and  were  aftenvards  visited  by 

M**  Dan*  Backhouse. 
M*"  George  Bevan. 
M**  James  Bevan. 

M**  James  Taylor,  seconded  by  M**  Bailiff  Calcott,  proposed 
M*"  Kecfe  as  a  member  of  this  antient  and  loyal  Corporation, 
who  was  accordingly  admitted  and  drank  his  Ale  as  usual. 

M*"  D.  Backhouse,  on  the  motion  of  M""  Neilson  seconded  by 
M*"  Dodson,  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
County,  in  the  gift  of  this  antient  and  loyal  Corporation. 

Bootle,  Sunday  3**  April  1791. 

Present  : 

Aid"  H.  Newsham,  in  the  Chair. 

Aid.  Neilson. 

Aid.  E.  Banner. 

Aid.  Lickbarrow. 

M'  A.  Dodson. 

M'^  West. 
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After  Dinner  came 

M*"  Grundy. 

M*"  James  Taylor. 

M'  Patten. 


Bootle,  Sunday  lo***  April,  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Bailiff  Calcott. 

The  Recorder. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

Burgess  Astley. 

Burgess  Dodson. 

Burgess  Thomas  Newsham. 

All  of  whom  dined  together. 

Bootle,  Sunday  17*^  April  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Bailiff  Calcott. 

Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

Burgess  Newsham. 
Visitor  : 

M*-  Walford. 

All  of  whom  spent  the  day  with  the  utmost  Harmony. 

At  Bootle,  Easter  Sunday  24***  April  1791. 

Present : 

M'^  Mayor. 

M"^  Alderman  Newsham 
M*-  Alderman  Zuill. 
M*"  Alderman  Banner. 
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M'  Alderman  Neilson. 

The  Recorder. 

M*"  Burgess  James  Taylor. 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  John  Blackburne. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  pleasant  day,  and  were 
visited  by  the  following  Burgesses,  viz* : 

M*"  Robert  Walford. 

M**  Andrew  Dodson,  Jun^ 

M'  George  Bevan. 

About  \  past  3  o'clock  the  Famous  Irish  Giant,  M*"  O'Brian, 
descended  from  the  puissant  King  Brian  Boreau,  came  to  the 
Borough  in  a  Post  Chaise,  and  as  soon  as  that  Important  event 
was  announced  to  the  Corporation,  a  Deputation  consisting  of 
the  Recorder  armed  with  the  silver  oar,  and  Burgess  Grundy 
arm'd  with  the  Great  Mace,  went  &  signified  to  the  Giant  that 
the  Corporation  were  disposed  to  compliment  him  with  the 
Freedom  of  y®  Borough.  But  the  Giant  having  returned  for 
answer  that  he  was  not  disposed  of  accept  of  the  Honour,  nothing 
further  was  done. 

[The  renowned  Goliath  here  mentioned  was  Patrick 
Cotter,  born  in  1761.  He  stood  8  ft.  7  in.  high,  and 
was  generally  known  as  the  Irish  Giant.  He  was  pro- 
bably visiting  Liverpool  and  the  neighbourhood  at  this 
time.     His  death  occurred  in  1806. 

The  termination  of  the  interview  with  the  giant  here 
recorded  must,  I  think,  be  pronounced  a  '  very  lame  and 
impotent  conclusion.'  *  Nothing  further  was  done.* 
But  it  remained,  I  fancy,  for  the  Recorder  and  his 
deputed  helpmate  to  beat  a  hasty  retreat  with  oar  and 
mace,  covered  no  doubt  with  confusion,  at  being  thus 
ignominiously  routed  by  the  famous  Irish  Giant] 
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At  Bootle,  Sunday  i'^  May  1791. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham,  in  y®  Chair, 
M**  Recorder. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho*  Newsham. 
M**  Burgess  Geo.  Bevan. 

All  of  whom  (save  the  latter)  dined  together  and  spent  a  most 
pleasant  afternoon. 

But  as  to  Burgess  Bevan,  he  was  so  much  indisposed  from  a 
drunken  Debauch  of  the  preceding  day  that  he  was  obliged  to 
deposit  his  Carcase  on  one  of  the  Corporation  Feather  Beds  for 
the  space  of  Three  hours  at  least,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  he  returned  into  the  Council  Chamber  and  ate  a  cold  snack 
avec  bon  appetit. 

N.B. — Alderman  Newsham  was  particularly  attentive  to  the 
case  of  the  sick  Burgess,  and  tipped  him  a  draught  of  his  Stoma- 
chic Bottle.  But  all  would  not  do  until  the  Burgess  had  snorted 
off  the  Fumes  of  the  nocturnal  debauchc. 

After  dinner  the  Corporation  was  honoured  with  the  Com- 
pany of 

M**  Burgess  Robert  Walford. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  8^^  May  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Neilson. 

M^  Recorder. 

M^  Burgess  Dodson. 

M''  Burgess  Miller. 

M*"  Burgess  Ansdell. 

M*"  John  Tomlinson. 

M*-  Robert  Kirkby. 

The  Rev^  M*"  Kirkby. 

Edward  Blackstock,  T.  Clerk. 

All  of  whom  (save  the  last  6)  dined  together. 
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Order'd  that  the  Regah'a  &  Records  be  sent  to  Sephton 
against  the  next  Sunday,  at  which  place  the  Corporation  will 
meet  during  the  Summer  months. 

M*"  Miller  moved  that  the  Rev^  M*"  Kirkby  become  a  Member 
of  this  Corp",  &  the  motion  being  seconded  by  M*"  Neilson  he 
was  unanimously  elected. 

M"^  Neilson  moved  that  M*"  Tomlinson  become  a  Member,  & 
the  motion  being  seconded  by  the  Recorder  he  was  unanimously 
elected. 

M**  Banner  moved  that  M"*  Kirkby  become  a  Member,  &  the 
motion  being  seconded  by  M**  Dodson  he  was  unanimously 
elected. 

After  which  they  severally  took  the  Oath  in  a  becoming 
manner. 


At  Sephton,  Sunday  15"'  May  1791. 

Agreeably  to  an  Order  passed  in  Council  on  Sunday  last 
the  8*^  May  Inst,  at  Bootle  for  all  future  meetings  of  y*  Cor- 
poration during  the  ensuing  summer  season  to  be  holden  at 
Sephton,  the  following  Gentlemen  assembled  together  at  the 
Borough,  viz* : 

M*"  Mayor. 

Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M**  Burgess  Elijah  Cobham. 

M'  Bailiff  Astley. 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Bevan. 

M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 

M*"  Burgess  Watson. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho'  Newsham. 

M""  Burgess  Porter. 

M*"  Burgess  Henry  Lickbarrow. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  afterward  went 
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to  Church  in  form,  where  they  were  favoured  with  a  very  prof ound 
discourse  from  the  Reverend  M'  Burgess  Johnson. 

N.B. — A  woman  was  churched. 

And  after  the  Corporation  returned  to  the  Council  Chamber 
they  were  favoured  with  a  visit  from 

M*"  Burgess  John  Blackstock, 

Who  joined  the  Festive  Board  and  united  in  the  General  Fes- 
tivity of  y®  Day. 


At  Sephton,  Sunday  22°*^  May  1791. 

Present : 

M"*  Mayor. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Gover*"  Cobham. 
Burgess  Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  tranquil  afternoon. 
In  the  evening  they  were  visited  by 

M*"  Burgess  Troutbeck. 
„   Burgess  J.  Kaye. 


Sephton  29  May  1791. 

Present : 

Aid"  Banner,  in  the  Chair. 
Aid"  Neilson. 
Aid"  Lickbarrow. 
Burgess  E.  Cobham. 
Burgess  A.  Dodson. 
Bailiff  Astley. 

All  of  whom  din'd  together  &  spent  an  agreeable  afternoon. 
They  were  visited  after  dinner  by 

High  Constable  Darwin. 
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Sephton  S^**  June  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Neilson. 
Aid"  Banner. 
Burgess  Byrom. 
Burgess  Johnson. 
Burgess  Blackburn. 
Burgess  H.  Newsham. 
Bailiff  Astley. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  in   tranquillity,  And  were  after- 
wards visited  by 

Burgess  Jos  Lowe. 

Burgess  E.  Cobham. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  seconded  by  Aid"  Neilson, 
Burgess  J.  Johnson  was  sworn  into  the  important  Office  of  Com 
Inspector,  Burgess  Byrom  Window  Peeper,  And  Burgess  Jos 
Lowe  to  his  old  Office  of  Surveyor  of  the  Woods  belonging  to 
this  Ancient  Corporation. 

Sephton  12  June  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Neilson. 
Aid"  Banner. 
Aid"  Newsham. 
Aid"  Lickbarrow. 
Aid"  Zuill. 
Burgess  Grundy. 
Burgess  Dodson. 
Burgess  Hall. 
Burgess  Cobham. 
Burgess  Porter. 
Burgess  Thompson. 
Bailiff  Astley. 

On  the  motion  of  Aid"  Neilson,  seconded  by  the  Mayor, 
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Burgess  Thompson  was  proposed  to  be  Governour  of  Old  Har- 
bour and  Madeira  Wine  taster  to  this  Corporation,  and  was 
sworn  accordingly.     The  tip  was  taken  in  proper  style. 
The  Poet  Lawreat  attended. 

He  said 

He  was  a  Poet, 

But  wanted  wit  to  shew  it 

The  Mayor  ordered  that  Summonses  be  delivered  to  every 
Councilman  to  meet  Him  of  Special  Business  on  Tuesday  the 
14***  Inst  in  the  Council  Chamber.  And  that  Public  Notice  be 
given  throughout  this  Borough  by  the  Common  Cryer  that  a 
Common  Hall  will  be  held  on  Thursday  next  the  16^*^  Inst  to 
take  into  Consideration  several  Bye  Laws,  to  make  New  Ones, 
and  to  transact  other  matters  and  things  that  may  then  other- 
wise appear  conducive  to  the  Welfare  of  this  Corporation. 

Burgess  Grundy  (by  permission  of  Aid"  Lickbarrow)  men- 
tioned this  to  be  the  Worthy  Alderman's  birthday.  The  Alder- 
man with  much  pleasure  offered  the  Company  present  a  Crown 
Bowl  of  Punch  on  the  occasion,  which  was  very  politely  Accepted 
and  drank  with  much  glee  to  His  many  happy  days. 

Our  Worthy  &  respectable  Governour  of  Old  Harbour  men- 
tioned a  Turtle  for  the  Corp",  which  was  unanimously  approved 
of  &  voted  to  be  accepted  on  presentation. 

The  Governour  hinted  that  Turtle  was  Uncertain,  but  a  Q 
was  certain. 

The  Poet  said  its  very  true  a  T's  prefer'd  to  Barbeque.^ 

[Here  we  find  another  gentleman  poet  laureate. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hall.  The  entry  connected  with  his  name, 
and  also  with  the  subject  of  feasting,  is  the  only  one  also 
in  which  there  is  any  attempt  at  the  faintest  poetry  in 
these  records.] 

[The  turtle  alluded  to  by  the  poet  laureate  and  partly 
promised  by  Burgess  Thompson,  although  pronounced 
uncertain,  was,  in  fact,  more  certain  than  the  Barbecue,  at 

'  A  Barbecue  was  any  large  animal  roasted  whole — generally  a  pig  or 
an  ox. 
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least  it  preceded  it  by  four  years  as  a  succeeding  entry 
of  December  30,  1792,  will  show.] 

At  Sephton,  Sunday  19^**  June  1791. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

M*-  Bailiff  Calcot. 

M^  Alderman  Newsham. 

M**  Alderman  Neilson. 

M**  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*"  Elijah  Cobham,  \ 

M*"  Thomas  Gaskcll,  I  Ancient 

W  Andrew  Dodson,  jun^j  Burgesses. 

M**  Thomas  Midgley,        / 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  afternoon. 

Several  of  the  Burgesses  went  to  Church  and  heard  a  Sermon 
preach'd  by  the  Reverend  Burgess  Johnson  on  the  Ineffable 
doctrine  of  y*  Trinity,  which  the  Corporate  Divine  by  what  he 
advanced  did  not  much  elucidate. 

Ordered  that  a  Common  Hall  be  forthwith  held  for  regu- 
lating divers  and  sundry  abuses  wch  have  for  some  time  past 
prevailed  in  the  chusing  of  the  Comon  Council  and  other  Officers 
belonging  to  this  Borough,  and  that  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  do 
give  notice  of  the  Time  and  place  of  holding  such  Comon  Hall. 

Accordingly  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  present  gave  notice  of 
holding  the  Comon  Hall  without  further  delay,  and  agreeably  to 
order  made  on  Sunday  last  the  Resolutions  of  that  day  were 
declared  to  take  place  and  have  effect  as  of  the  present  day. 

The  Comon  Hall  was  accordingly  held  and  several  useful 
and  Salutary  Bye  Laws  were  enacted  without  one  dissenting 
voice,  notwithstanding  several  of  the  Aldermen  and  Members 
of  the  Old  Council  were  present  and  might  have  protested  or 
objected  had  they  thought  proper.  Amongst  which  Bye  Laws 
were  y®  Following,  viz^ : 

That  a  ffine  of  3*  4**  be  imposed  on  each  Council  Man  for  non- 
attendance  when  legally  summoned  by  the  Mayor  &  Bailiffs. 

That  a  ffine  of  40'   be  laid  on  the  Treasurer  if  he  neglect  to 


336  SEFTON 

produce  the  Corporation  Books  of  Accompt  when  required  by 
the  Mayor. 

That  all  vacancies  in  the  Council  shall  henceforward  be  sup- 
plied by  the  Mayor,  Bailififs  &  Burgesses  in  Common  Hall 
assembled. 

That  a  Common  Hall  be  annually  holden  on  every  ffeast  of 
Saint  Luke  and  i**  day  of  April,  and  the  reason  why  the  Common 
Halls  are  proposed  to  be  holden  on  those  days  are,  with  regard 
to  the  first,  because  Saint  Luke  was  a  very  learned  Physician 
and  well  skilled  in  the  y*^  Cure  of  Lunatics,  and  with  regard  to 
the  last,  because  on  the  First  of  April  many  Artificial  Patients 
of  that  description  are  not  infrequently  exhibited. 

Ordered  that  the  Thanks  of  this  Corporation  be  unanimously 
voted  to  our  worthy  Mayor  for  his  past  services  and  for  his 
readiness  in  calling  the  present  Comon  Hall. 

And  that  similar  thanks  be  presented  to  the  Bailiffs  for  their 
meritorious  conduct  on  the  like  occasion. 

At  Sephton,  Sunday  2&^  June  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

W  Bailiff  Calcott. 

Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

The  Recorder. 

M^  Elijah  Cobham,  \ 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson,  jun^' 

M*"  John  Blackstock,  Ancient  Burgesses 

M*"  James  Grundy. 

M*"  Joseph  Hall. 
Visitor : 

M**  George  Dodson,  of  Berwick,  Salop, 

Mariner. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  most  agreeable  after- 
noon. 

On  the  motion  of  M*'  Bailiff  Calcott  seconded  by  the  Mayor, 
M*"  Geo.   Dodson  was  proposed  as  a  Burgess,  the  motion  was 
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carried  ncm.  con.,  and  M**  Geo.  Dodson  was  accordingly  duly 
admitted,  on  which  occasion  he  took  the  antient  oath  in  the 
Mace  full  of  Ale  in  such  a  style  as  astonished  all  the  Burgesses 
present  save  such  as  had  luckily  seen  the  like  before. 

At  Sephton,  Sunday  3'^  July  1791. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham,  in  y^  Chair. 

Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
Alderman  Neilson, 
M''  Burgess  Lowe. 
M''  Burgess  Porter. 
M'*  Buriress  Cobham. 


Visitor 


M'"  Richard    Hanly,  of   Liverpool,   Banker's 

Clerk. 


All  of  whom"dined  together  and  spent  a  very  pleas^  day. 

After  dinner  M""  Alderman  Newsham  proposed  M*'  Richard 
Hanly  to  become  a  Member  of  this  ancient  corporation,  which 
being  seconded^by  Alderman  Banner,  He  was  admitted  accord- 
ingly and  drank  his  ale  at  one  Gallant  Tip. 

At  Sephton,  Sunday  10*^' July  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Newsham. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
The  Recorder. 
M*"  Burgess  Dodson,  jun*'. 
M^  Burgess  Hadkinson. 
M^  Burgess  Joseph  Lowe. 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 
M**  Burgess  Will.  West. 
Visitor  : 

M*'  Thomas  Edwards,  of  Denbigh. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  day. 

z 
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The  Corporation  went  to  Church  after  dinner  and  heard  a 
sermon  by  the  Rev**  M**  Burgess  Johnson,  after  which  they  were 
indulged  with  an  anthem  by  the  Choir  out  of  the  7^''  Chap,  of 
the  Book  of  Job. 

N.B. — Burgess  Rob*  Bootle  of  Lunt  was  at  Church  in  a  most 
drunken  situation,  to  the  no  small  disgrace  of  the  Corporation, 
and  (what  is  of  infinitely  more  consequence)  our  Holy 
Religion. 

After  Church  M''  Thomas  Edwards,  on  the  motion  of 
M*"  Burgess  Lowe  seconded  by  the  Recorder,  was  unanimously 
admitted  a  Burgess,  on  which  occasion  he  drank  the  mace  full  of 
Porter  in  a  masterly  style. 

At  Sefton  17^^  July  1791. 

Present  : 

Alderman  Banner,  in  the  Chair. 
„         Neilson. 
„         Lick  barrow. 
Burgesses  : 

M*-  W  Lickbarrow. 
„   Miller. 
„  Bevan. 
„  Black. 
,.   Cobham. 


All  of  whom  din'd  together  ;  the  Key  of  the  Record  Room  not 
being  here,  the  Minutes  were  taken  on  a  piece  of  loose  paper  and 
enter'd  this  Day. 

At  Sefton  24"'  July  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M-- Bailiff  Calcott. 

Alderm"  Nielson. 

„         Lickbarrow. 
Burgess  Grundy. 

„        Cobham. 
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Burgess  Porter. 
Bright. 
„         E.  Newsham. 

All  of  whom  din'd  together  and  went  to  Church  to  hear  divine 
Service  except  Burgess  Bright,  who  said  he  had  not  been  at 
Church  for  1 1  Years  and  wou'd  go  ride  to  see  a  Friend,  and 
afterwards  returned. 

After  Church  Service  was  Qver  the  Mayor,  Alderm",  and 
Burgesses  who  had  din'd  together  were  visited  by 

M*-  Bailiff  Astley, 
Burgess  W.  Unsworth,  and 
M^  Burgess  Hadkinson. 

M*"  Will.  Unsworth  lays  Alderm"  Neilson  and  Burgess 
Grundy  one  Guinea  each,  Harlot  ag**  Citizen  at  Knutsford,  if 
both  start  ;  neither  win,  no  bet 

Burgess  Unsworth  paid  Poundage. 

Alderman  Neilson  proposed  Burgess  Bright  to  be  sworn  in  as 
Envoy  extrad^  to  Peppel,  King  of  Bonney,  the  same  motion  was 
seconded  by  the  Mayor  and  the  Oath  was  taken  accordingly. 

The  Mayor  then  proposed  Burgess  W.  Unsworth  to  be 
Groom  of  the  Stole  ;  the  same  Motion  was  seconded  by  Bailiff 
Astley  and  he  took  the  Oath  usually  taken  on  those  occasions. 

Sephton  July  31'^  1791. 

Present : 

Aid"  Neilson. 
Burgesses  Cobham. 
Unsworth 
Bright. 
Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  pleasant  Day. 

Sephton  f^  August  1791. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Neilson. 

z  2 
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Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
Burgess  Cobhairu 
„        Blackburne. 
„        Porter. 
„       T.  Newsham. 
„        W"  Unsworth. 
„        Grundy. 
After  Dinner : 

Bailiff  Calcott. 
„       Astley. 
Burgess  Hadkinson. 
„        Dodson. 
Stranger : 

Capt.  J.  Heblethwaite. 

Who  was  afterwards  proposed  by  Aid"  Neilson  seconded  by 
Burgess  Grundy  as  a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  and  was  sworn 
in  drinking  his  Ale  in  Stile. 

Burgess  Heblethwaite  was  afterwards  proposed  by  Burgess 
Grundy,  seconded  by  Burgess  Dodson,  as  Prince  of  Anamaboe, 
or  Palaver  Settler  (he  declaring  himself  to  be  the  oldest  African 

ent^  of  Liverpool  in  the  trade)  to  this  Corporation,  when 

he  took  the  usual  Oath  on  this  occasion  requisite. 


Sephton,  14  August  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Neilson. 

„     Lickbarrow. 
Burgess  B.  Bromfield. 
„        Wotherspoon. 
Unsworth. 


J) 


>i 


Ashton  Blackburne. 


W.  Miller. 
„  T.  Taylor. 
„        Watson. 

•  Word  lost,  or  part  of :  probably  *  ent '  *  (merch)ent  of  Liverpool.' 
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Burgess  Jo.  Lowe. 

„        Sibbald. 

„        H.  Lickbarrow. 

„        Dodson. 
Bailiff  Calcott. 
Strangers : 

Docf"  Rutter. 

M""  Charles  Baines  Robinson. 

The   above  Gentlemen  dined  together,  and  were  afterwards 
visited  by 

Burgess  T.  Bancroft. 
Edw**  Danvin. 

Aid"  Neilson,  seconded  by  the  Mayor,  proposed  Doct**  Rutter 
and  M*"  Bailiff  Calcott,  seconded  likewise  by  his  Worship,  proposed 
M*"  Charles  Baines  Robinson,  as  Members  of  this  antient  Cor- 
poration ;  the  above  Gentlemen-  drank  their  Ale  in  Stile,  and 
were  duly  admitted  into  the  Society. 

N.B. — The  latter  Gent  was  a  little  disconcerted  by  the  Noise 
of  the  Bell,  which  obliged  him  to  drink  his  Ale  at  two  tips. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  sworn  into  Office,  viz^ : 

M*"  Tho'  Bancroft — Sugar  taster. 
„    Ashton  Blackburne— Master  of  the  Gold  Stick. 
„    Alex*"  Wotherspoon— an  African  Comittee  Man. 
„    Benj"  Bromfield — Statuary. 
„    Tho*  Taylor — Deputy  Treasurer. 

M*"  W"  Unsworth  was  admitted  a  Common  Council  Man 
and  took  the  usual  Oath  on  that  Occasion  required. 

M*"  Edw.  Darwin  was  again  sworn  into  his  Old  Office,  as 
Constable. 

At  Sephton,  21**  August  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Zuill. 
Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
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Visitor 


Alderman  Neilson. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Burgess  Harding. 
The  Recorder. 
Burgess  W°*  Unsworth,  jun^ 
Burgess  Astley. 
Burgess  Hadkinson. 
Burgess  Porter. 

M*"  Hickman. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  most  agreeable  after- 
noon. 

After  Dinner  the  Corporation  was  honoured  with  a  visit 
froni  the  following  Gentlemen,  viz*  : 

M*"  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson,  jun^ 

M*"  Burgess  Calcot. 

M**  Burgess  Tho''  Bancroft. 

M*"  Burgess  Samuel  Liveslcy. 

On  the  motion  of  Burgess  Unsworth,  seconded  by  the 
Recorder,  M"*  John  Hickman  was  propo.scd,  sworn,  and  admitted 
a  Burgess,  on  which  occasion  he  drank  his  ale  in  .such  a  manner 
as  rendered  it  altogether  unncces.sary  to  make  any  particular 
remark  on  the  occasion. 

M^  Recorder  lays  M**  Burgess  Dodson  One  Guinea  to  One 
Hundred  Guineas  that  he  (M""  Dodson)  lost  five  Guineas  by 
Betting  at  the  last  Knutsford  Races.  If  AP  William.son  does 
not  name  the  person  that  betted  &  rcc'*  the  money  from  M** 
Dodson  by  Sunday  next,  M""  Williamson  lo.scs  the  Wager. 


At  Sephton,  August  28^^  1 79 1. 

Present : 

Alderman  Lickbarrow  in  the  Chair. 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

Who  dined  together. 
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After  dinner  they  were  favoured  with  the  Company  of 

Alderman  Neilson. 
M""  Burgess  Unsworth. 
M*"  Burgess  Dodson. 
M^  Burgess  Heblethwaite. 

At  Sephton,  4*^'  September  1791. 

Present : 

Alderman  Banner  in  the  Chair. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

The  Recorder. 

Mr  \vm  Unsworth,         \ 

M*"  Jn«  Blackstock, 
M*^  Thomas  Newsham, 
M*"  James  Grundy, 
M^  Thomas  Hill, 
M*"  Thomas  Porter, 


> 


Ancient 
Burgesses. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  most  agreeable  afternoon 
after  which  they  were  visited  by 

M*"  Heblethwaite,  an  ancient  Burgess. 

M*"  Burgess  Hill  was  this  day  reinstated  in  his  quondam 
Office  of  Adrhiral  of  the  North  Seas,  on  which  occasion  he  took 
the  Old  Oath  in  Red  Port — like  an  Admiral  indeed. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Burgess  Grundy,  seconded  by 
the  Recorder,  that  the  Corporation  Regalia  be  forthwith  sent  to 
Burgess  Baldwin  the  Brazier  in  order  that  they  may  be  beautified 
and  repaired  against  St.  Luke's  day  now  next  coming,  when 
their  Brilliant  appearance  will  necessarily  add  to  the  Brilliancy 
of  that  festive  day. 

Sephton,  Sept*"  11***  1 791. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor 
Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
Alderman  Neilson, 


Ancient 
r  Burgesses. 
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Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Chesshyre. 

M''  Heblethwaitc, 

M*"  Porter, 

M*"  John  Blackburne, 

M*"  Ashton  Byrom, 

M*"  James  Grundy, 

M*"  Recorder. 

M*-  Bailiff  Astley. 

M--  Bailiff  Calcott. 

E.  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  passed  a  pleasant  aftern". 
After  dinner  they  were  visited  by 

Alderman  Whaley. 
Burgess  Dodson. 
Burgess  Thomas  Gaskell. 

The  Recorder  this  day  paid  One  Guinea  to  M*"  Dodson  as  so 
much  lost  pursuant  to  y®  Wager  laid  between  them  on  the  2i** 
August  last,  and  immediately  afterwards  Burgess  Dodson,  with 
a  liberality  worthy  of  being  recorded,  paid  the  money  over  to 
M"^  Mayor  in  aid  of  the  shot  of  this  day. 

At  35  minutes  past  s  P.M.  M"*  Burgess  Hadkinson  entered 
the  Council  Chamber  and  staid  his  hour. 

And  at  59  minutes  past  S  P.M.  M""  Burgess  W™  Unsworth, 
M**  Burgess  Ashton  Blackburne  &  M""  Burgess  Rich^  Wright 
entered  the  Council  Chamber  &  contributed  to  the  shot  &  staid 
their  Hour. 


At  Sephton,  Sunday  18^**  Septem*"  1791. 

Present : 

Alderman  Lickbarrow — in  y®  Chair. 
Alderman  Whaley. 
Alderman  Nelison 
The  Recorder. 
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Ancient 
Burgesses. 


M*"  Joseph  Kayc, 

M"*  Henry  Lickbarrow, 

M""  William  West, 

M"^  John  Claudius  Laval,      \ 

M*"  Thomas  Spencer  Dunn, 

M**  Thomas  Porter, 

M'  William  Unsworth, 

The  Town  Clerk  (Blackstock). 

Richard  Bailie,  Esquire,  A  Visitor. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  most  pleasant  afternoon 

— and  they  were  visited  by  the  following  Ancient  Burgesses, 

viz*: 

M^  Richard  Wright. 

M**  Joseph  Lowe. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Recorder,  seconded  by  the  Town  Clerk, 
Captain  Bailie  was  this  day  proposed  and  admitted  a  Burgess. 


At  Sephton,  Sunday  25*^  Septem'"  1791. 

Present : 

M**  Mayor. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
The  Recorder. 
M**  John  Blackburne, 
M*"  James  Grundy, 
M*"  Thomas  Newsham, 
M*-  William  West, 
M""  John  Blackstock, 
M*"  William  Unsworth, 
]W  William  Hadkinson, 
M*"  Thomas  Porter, 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterward  visited  by 

M'  Burgess  Joseph  Lowe. 


I  Ancient 
I  Burgesses. 


346 


SEFTON 


At  Sephton  on    Tuesday  the   i8'^  Oct*"  1791,  Being  the 

Feast  of  Saint  Luke. 
Present : 

John  Stanton,  Esq*",  Mayor. 

M--  Bailiff  Calcott. 

M*"  Alderman  Neilson. 

M*"  Alderman  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Chesshire. 

M**  Alderman  Walley. 

M""  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M*"  Burgess  Kaye. 

M""  Burgess  Black. 

M*"  Burgess  Hadkinson. 

M*"  Burgess  Taylor. 

M**  Burgess  Matthews. 

M**  Burgess  Gaskell. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho'  Newsham. 

M*"  Burgess  T.  C.  H.  Garbers. 

M^  Burgess  W.  Watts. 

M"^  Burgess  Molyneux. 

M*"  Burgess  Bainbridge. 

M**  Burgess  H^  Lickbarrow. 

M**  Burgess  Dunn. 

M""  Burgess  West. 

M**  Burgess  Bill  Unsworth. 

M**  Burgess  Ja'  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Cobham. 

M*"  Burgess  Patten. 

M'"  R'  Jackson. 

The  Rev^^  M**  Wright,  of  Walton. 


Visitor 


All  of  whom   Dined  together  at  the  Borough  and  spent  the 
afternoon  in  the  usual  agreeable  manner. 

The  Rev^,  M*"  John  Wright,  on  the  Motion  of  M^  Burgess 
Patten  and  seconded  by  the  Mayor,  was  this  day  admitted  a 
Burgess  and  took  the  Oath  in  an  usual  manner,  having  Drank  his 
a  half  pint  of  Porter  in  a  most  gallant  stile  and  becoming  a  Man. 
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M'^  Wright  arose  and  returned  his  grateful  thanks  for  the 
honour  confer'd  on  his  be*  made  a  Burgess  bf  this  loyal  Corpo- 
ration. 

After  which  Burgess  Grundy  interrupted  the  Mayor  and 
Burgesses  with  two  Handbills  just  hot  from  the  press  recom- 
mending a  Calcott  for  Mayor  and  for  the  Burgesses  rights,  also 
the  another  which  was  taken  little  or  no  notice  of,  torn  by  a 
worthy  Alderman  and  cast  into  the  fire.  M^  Burgess  Dunn 
excited  himself  much  in  the  nomination  of  another  Mayor, 
but  could  not  be  heard  or  noticed  in  the  least — at  a  Common 
Hall. 

M"*  Mayor  rose  in  a  handsome  manner  im forming  the  Bur- 
gesses that  as  his  Mayor^y  was  expired,  he  beg*d  leave  to 
propose  M**  Calcott,  which  met  with  universal  approbation, 
and  in  a  short  and  elegant  speech  addresses  the  Burgesses, 
that  the  Gentleman  he  had  proposed  wou'd  duly  and  punctu- 
ally attend  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Freemen  at 
large,  and  that  their  Rights  and  Liberties  should  be  particularly 
attended  to. 

M*"  Edward  Banner  and  M**  John  Zuill  (^  proxy  M*^  Alderman 
Stanton)  were  sworn  in  Bailiffs  for  the  ensuing  year. 

After  which  the  following  Burgesses  were  severally  sworn 
into  their  respective  Offices  opposite  to  their  several  names : 

Samuel  Chesshyre — Treasurer. 

bei«  B«^ 

Will  N.  Lickbarrow — Receiver  of  the  T.  duties. 
James  Taylor — Ironmonger  &  Anchorsmith. 
Henry  Lickbarrow — Overseer  of  the  B.  Children. 
John  C.  H.  Garbers— Imperial  German  Amb**. 
Samuel  Patten — Clerk  of  the  Co.  of  Conscience. 
Andrew  Black — Bellman. 
Bill  Unsworth — Ale  Taster. 
W™  Neilson— Govenor-Gen*  of  the  Virgin  Isles. 
James  Grundy — Surveyor. 
Elijah  Cobham — Governor  of  Dominica. 
Tho'  Gaskell — Hackney  Coach  Commissioner. 
Will  West — Master  of  the  Ceremonies. 
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George  Bainbridge — Collector  of  the  Customs  for  the  Port 

of  Kingston  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica. 
Tho"  Newsham — Vintner. 
Will"  Hadkinson — Shipbroker. 
Edmund  Molyneux — Ironmaster. 
Joseph  Keay — Ivory  Contractor. 

M*"  Neilson  beg'd  leave  to  propose  M^  Will™  Matthews  as 
Hooper,  Cooper,  and  Powder  Keg  maker  to  this  Corporation, 
which  was  seconded  by  the  Coroner,  and  he  took  the  Oath 
accordingly. 

M^  Alderman  Chesshyre  rose  in  a  manly  manner  and  pro- 
posed the  Rev"*  John  Wright,  fellow  of  Braznose  Col  ledge,  Oxford, 
to  be  Chaplain  of  this  Corporation,  which  was  seconded  by  M*" 
Alderman  Neilson,  and  he  took  the  Oath,  and  drank  his  Liquor 
in  his  usual  stile. 

M*"  Tho'  Newsham  proposed  M*"  Rob*  Jackson  as  Coal 
meater  to  ,  which  was  seconded  by  M*"  Alderman  Lick- 
barrow,  and  took  his  Oath  accord^^. 

According  to  Ancient  Custom  the  Mayor  paid  io'/6'^  and 
the  Bailiffs  5";  3^  each. 

The  Mayor  beg'd  leave  to  propose  that  the  Burgesses  should 
now  proceed  (being  high  time)  to  chuse  a  Lady  Patroness,  And 
the  Company  being  all  perfectly  agreeable,  The  Mayor  dash'd 
off*  at  two  Dozen  of  Wine.  After  several  Biddings  (M**  Hadkinson 
acting  as  Auctioneer)  was  knocked  down  to  the  Rev^  M*"  Wright 
at  Seven  Dozen  of  Wine,  and  accordingly  named 

Miss  Atherton, 
of  Atherton,  for  the  year  ensuing. 


At  Sephton  on  Sunday  23**^  October,  1791. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Alderman  Lickbarrow. 


\w 


Ancient 
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M"-  Bailiff  Banner. 

M*"  Joseph  Kaye, 

M*"  Robert  Jackson, 

M*-  William  West, 

M**  John  Blackstock, 

M*"  Samuel  Patton,  \^  Burgesses. 

M*"  Thomas  Spencer  Dunn, 

M*"  John  Harding, 

M'  Robert  Clowes, 

M*"  Recorder  Williamson. 

Edward  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  past  the  day  pleasantly.  After 
dinner  the  following  Gentlemen  were  severally  sworn  into  the 
respective  Offices  set  against  their  several  names,  and  took  the 
Oath  in  a  proper  manner : 

M*"  James  Williamson — Recorder. 
Edward  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 
M*"  John  Harding — Rum  Contractor. 
M*"  John  Blackstock — Bullwarden. 


M**  Robert  Clowes — 


One  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Admiralty. 
M**  Thomas  Spencer  Dunn — Master  of  the  Revels. 


After  Dinner  M*"  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson  favoured  the 
Council  with  his  Company.  And  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of 
Accomptant  General. 

M*"  Williamson  moved  that  a  frame  be  made  to  contain  the 
Regalia,  so  constructed  as  to  exhibit  the  same  to  the  view  of  the 
Council  when  assembled,  &  to  be  capable  of  being  transported 
from  the  Council  Chamber  at  Sephton  to  the  Council  Chamber 
at  Bootle,  it  being  represented  by  the  learned  Mover  that  for 
want  of  some  such  security  the  Regalia  had  been  considerably 
injured  and  defac'd. 

Ordered  that  the  Regalia  be  sent  from  hence  to  the  Mansion 
House  at  Bootle  under  the  care  of  the  Constables  of  this 
Borough. 


3SO  SEFTON 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  30**"  Oct.   1791.     Pursuant  to   the 
order  of  Sunday  last  made  at  Sephton. 

Present : 

W"*  Jones  Calcott,  Esq**,  Mayor. 

Alderman  John  Stanton. 

D«        John  Zuill,  Bailiff. 

D^        M*"  Neilson. 

M**  Joshua  Rose, 

„    R^  Wright, 

„    James  Grundy, 

„    W"  Kerr, 

„    J"*'  Hickman, 

„    Tho*  Bancroft,         .      . 

„    Rob^  Jackson,       > ., 

T       Tr  Bure^esses. 

„    Jos.  Keay,  ^ 

„  Tho*  Newsham, 

„  W™  Hadkinson, 

,  W™  Unsworth, 

„  W™  West, 

„  And''  Dodson, 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  and  were  after^vards  visited  by 

M*"  W°*  Unsworth,  Jun*",  ancient  Burgess. 

The  following  Gentlemen,  being  properly  recommended  & 
seconded,  were  sworn  into  the  following  Offices  : 

M'  Jos.  Rose  -  i  I^sP'^ctor  General  of  the 

(         Porter  Brewery. 
M*"  W.  Kerr — Groom  of  the  Bed  Chamber. 
M*-  R.  Wright— Groom  of  the  Stole. 
M*"  T.  Bancroft — (continued)  Sugar  Taster. 
M**  J"**  Hickman — Sugar  Drawer. 
M*"  W.  Unsworth — Master  of  the  Fox  Hounds. 

M*"  Bailiff  Zuill  not  being  present  at  the  Council  Chamber 
at  Sephton  the  18*^  inst,  Alderman  Stanton  took  the  Oath  by 
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Proxy.     The  Bailiff  took  the  Oath  this  Day,  paid  the  usual  fees, 
and  drank  a  half-pint  gallantly  indeed. 


At  Bootle,  Sunday  6^*'  Novem*"  1791. 

Present  : 

W  Mayor. 

M**  Bailiff  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M^  Alderman  Chesshyre. 

M**  Alderman  Neilson. 

M*"  Recorder. 

M""  Hans  Dampe, 

M*"  John  Heblethwaite, 

M*"  John  Harding, 

M^  Andrew  Black, 

M*"  Thomas  Spencer  Dunn, 

M*-  William  West, 

M*'  John  Blackburne, 


Ancient 
/  Burgesses. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterward  honoured  with 
a  visit  from  the  following  Burgesses,  viz^ : 

M"'  Samuel  Patten. 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson,  jun**. 

This  day  the  Corporation  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  their 
Regalia  displayed  to  advantage  in  a  Frame  over  the  Chimney 
Piece  of  the  Council  Chamber,  pursuant  to  an  order  for  that 
purpose  made  at  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  23rd  day  of  October 
last. 

The  following  Gent  were  severally  continued  in  their  quon- 
dam Offices  and  severally  took  the  Oath  : 

Hans  Dampe — Translator  of  y*^  Oriental  Languages. 

Henry  Newsham — Collector  of  y*'  Customs. 

X  ,      T^i     1  i_  ^      Committee  Man  for 

John  Blackburne —   ,      .. 

(the  New  Improvements. 

T  u     T-r  ui  i.u       i.        f  Palaver  settler  of 
John  Heblethwaite —        . 

(     Annamaboe. 
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At  Bootlc,  Sunday  13**'  Novem**  1791. 

Present : 

M*"  Mayor. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

M*"  Burgess  Will.  Unsvvorth  sen**. 

M**  Burgess  Joseph  Lowe. 
Visitor  : 

M''  John  Johnson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  festive  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Alderman  Neilson,  seconded  by  the  Mayor, 
M**  Johnson  was  proposed,  sworn,  and  recorded  a  Freeman,  on 
which  occasion  he  drank  his  ale  in  a  masterly  style. 


At  Bootle,  Sunday  20*''  Novem"*  1791. 

Present  : 

M*"  Mayor. 

M^  Bailiff  Banner. 

M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

M"*  Alderman  Neilson. 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton. 

The  Recorder. 

M**  Burgess  Will.  Unsworth,  sen**. 

M**  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson,  jun**. 

M**  Burgess  Will™  Hadkinson. 

M**  Burgess  Thomas  Newsham. 
Visitors  : 

M*"  Thomas  Worswick,  of  Lancaster. 

M*'  Joseph  Rawlins,  of  same  place. 

On  the  motion  of  Burgess  Unsworth,  seconded  by  y*^  Mayor, 
M*"  Thomas  Worswick  and  M**  Joseph  Rawlins  were  severally 
proposed,  sworn,  and  recorded  P'ree  Burgesses  of  this  antient 
Borough,  on  which  occasion  they  severally  drank  the  Mace  full 
of  Good  stout  October  in  such  a  manner  as  plainly  evinced  that 
they  knew  what  was  what. 
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At  Bootle,  Sunday  27^''  Nov*'  1791. 


Present : 


Alderman  Banner,  In  y®  Chair. 

Alderman  Newsham 

Alderman  Neilson. 

The  Recorder 

M*"  Joseph  Lowe, 

M**  John  Watson, 

M*"  Joseph  Rawlins, 

M*"  Will.  Unsworth,  sen"", 

M"^  Tho*  Spencer  Dunn, 

M*"  Richard  Basilic, 

M*"  Andrew  Dodsonjjun*", 

M""  Samuel  Goodwin, 

M*"  Edward  Newsham, 

M*"  John  Claudius  Laval, 

M"-  Will"  Unsworth,  jun^ 

M*"  Thomas  Worswick, 

M*"  James  Taylor, 

M*"  Elijah  Cobham, 

M*"  John  Heblethwaite, 


Ancient 
'  Burgesses. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  after- 
noon. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Recorder,  seconded  by  Alderman 
Banner,  Captain  Bailie  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of  Equerry  to 
y  Mayor. 

On  the  motion  of  M*"  Unsworth,  jun*",  seconded  by  his  Cousin, 
Will.  Unsworth,  sen*",  M**  Samuel  Goodwin  was  sworn  into  the 
Office  of  Cotton  Inspector, 

On  the  motion  of  M"*  Will.  Unsworth,  sen"",  seconded  by 
Burgess  Dodson,  M*"  Tho"  Worswick  was  sworn  into  the  Office 
of  Governor  of  S^  Kitt's. 

On   the  motion  of  Burgess  Cobham,  seconded  by  Burgess 
Dunn,  M'  Joseph  Rawlins  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of  Collector 
of  the  Customs  of  S^  Kitfs. 
'    On    the   motion  of  the    Recorder,  seconded    by  Alderman 
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Banner,  M**  Laval  was  sworn   into  the   Honourable  Office  of 
Master  of  /  Ball  Room. 

After  dinner  the  Corporation  was  honoured  with  a  visit  from 

M*"  Burgess  Rich^  Wright. 


Ancient 


At  Bootle,  Sunday  4**^  Dec**  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Chesshyre. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

M'  Elijah  Cobham,  )  Ancient 

M*"  John  Claudius  Laval,  f  Burgesses. 

The  Recorder. 

M""  James  Taylor,  "^ 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson,  jun*", 

M*-  William  West, 

Captain  Bailie, 

M^  W™  Millar,  '  Burgesses. 

M*"  Thomas  Taylor, 

jyjr  YV™  Unsworth,  sen'', 

M*"  John  Johnson, 

Visitor  : 

M*"  William  Martin. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  save  Burgess  Unsworth,  whose 
Belly,  it  is  supposed,  did  not  cry  Cupboard. 

On  the  motion  of  Burgess  Millar,  seconded  by  the  Recorder, 
M*"  W'iUiam  Martin  was  this  day  admitted  a  Burgess. 

On  the  motion  of  Burgess  Unsworth,  seconded  by  the  Mayor, 
M"*  Burgess  Johnson  was  sworn  into  the  antient  Office  of 
Admiral  of  the  North  Seas. 

Burgess  Taylor  was  continued  in  his  quondam  Office  of 
Deputy  Treasurer,  on  which  occasion  he  took  the  old  oath  in 
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such  a  manner  as  evinced  that   he   had   not  wholly  lost   his 
memory. 

On  the  motion  of  Alderman  Banner,  seconded  by  the 
Recorder,  it  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Great  Big  Hole  on 
the  shore  be  presented  at  the  next  Quarter  Sessions,  inasmuch 
as  it  appeared  that  Great  Dangers  were  to  be  expected  by  the 
Burgesses  on  their  return  home  from  its  continuance,  and  Bur- 
gess Laval  as  one  melancholy  instance  represented  with  mournful 
face  that  on  Sunday  last  he  had  lost  the  coverlid  of  his  peri- 
cranium, which  it  was  apprehended  had  been  shaken  off  by  his 
Palfrey's  suddenly  starting  aside  to  avoid  the  above  tremendous 
Danger. 

The  newly  created  Burgess  M**  Martin  having  signified  a 
wish  to  present  two  emblematical  Paintings  to  the  Corporation 
to  decorate  the  new  Council  Chamber,  Ordered  unanimously  that 
the  Thanks  of  this  Corporation  be  presented  to  M**  Martin  for 
the  above  (most  liberal)  offer,  and  that  his  admission  to  Freedom 
be  recorded  as  an  honorary  donation. 

On  the  motion  of  Burgess  Taylor,  seconded  by  the  Recorder, 
was  afterward  unanimously  voted  and  admitted  Historical 
Painter  to  the  antient  &  Loyal  Corporation,  on  which  occasion 
he  took  the  oath  of  Office  in  such  a  style  of  Composition  as 
pourtrayed  with  colour  and  effect  the  excellency  of  the  Wine  that 
dignified  the  Artist's  draught. 

Captain  Bailie  wagers  Burgess  West  Five  Guineas  that  M** 
Williamson's  Brown  Mare  (commonly  called  Brown  Charlotte) 
is  now  in  Foal.  He  also  wagers  him  Five  Guineas  more  that  the 
Foal  is  dropt  alive. 

On  tossing  up  for  the  Poundage  Burgess  West  proved  un- 
successful. 

1 1*^  Dec^  no  Members  attended. 

Bootle  iS^*'  Dec""  1791. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M*"  Aid"  Neilson. 

M**  Johnson. 

A  A  2 
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W  W.  West 
M*^  T.  Newsham. 
M*"  W°»  Kerr. 
M''  Bailiff  Banner. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  most  agreeable  After- 
noon. 

Dec*"  25^**  Christmas  Day — several  Burgesses  dined  at  The 
Mayor's  House  in  Liverpool. 

Bootle,  Jan^  i"'  1792. 

Present  : 

Alderman  Newsham. 
M**  T.  Newsham. 
M*"  E.  Newsham. 

Who  dined  together,  and  had  only  to  regret  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor,  Bailiffs  &c. 

Bootle,  Jan^  V^  1792. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
M*"  Aid.  Neilson. 
M*-  Aid.  Stanton. 
M*"  Bailiff  Banner. 
M*"  W.  Unsworth. 
M"*  Elijah  Cobham. 
M^  Hickman. 
Aid"  T.  Chesshyrc. 
M*"  T.  Blackburne. 
M^  W.  West. 
W  A.  Dodson. 
M**  John  Johnson. 
W  Heblethwaite. 
M*-  John  Sibbald. 

Who  dined  together,  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M""  Burgess  S.  Patten. 
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Bootle,  January  15*^  1792. 

Present : 

The  Mayor, 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

The  Recorder. 

M*"  Burgess  William  Unsworth. 

M"*  Burgess  Elijah  Cobham. 

M*"  Burgess  Laval. 

M*"  Burgess  Grundy. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  party 
over  the  Bottle  with  much  goOt  and  hilarity,  which  met  with  no 
Alloy  save  that  which  inopportunely  arose  from  the  unpleasant 
circumstance  of  the  worshipful  M*"  Mayor's  not  being  dcaanged  ^ 
from  an  intemperate  plunge  at  the  Whale  Fishery  at  Murphy's 
last  night — the  effect  of  which  could  only  be  removed  by  his 
worship's  most  copiously  quaffing  mulled  wine  immediately 
after  the  Cloth  was  drawn  ; — But  even  that  would  not  wholly 
avail,  for  the  Mayor  was  obliged  to  resign  his  seat  to  Alderman 
Neilson,  who  graced  the  Festive  Board  with  magistratical 
Festivity. 

M"*  Recorder  bets  Burgess  Grundy  two  dozen  of  Red  Port 
wine  that  he  beats  him  a  set  at  Tennis.  The  match  to  be 
played  (when  they  meet)  on  Tuesday  next  at  12  o'clock,  or 
whenever  else  the  Court  shall  be  disengaged  after  that  Hour. 
If  the  Court  be  engaged  at  the  aforesaid  hour  the  match  to  be 
played  on  the  first  day  and  hour  the  Court  is  vacant. 

Jam.  Williamson. 
J  a"  Grundy. 

M*"  Recorder  also  bets  M**  Grundy  the  like  Bet  that  he  beats 

him  at  Billiards  within  the  first  week  after  the  Tables  are  erected 

the  red  Game. 

Jam.  Williamson. 

Ja*  Grundy 

'  (Sic.) 
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M"^  Recorder  also  Bets  Burgess  Laval  Five  Guineas  (dry) 
that  he  (the  Recorder)  beats  any  Gentleman  M*"  Laval  shall 
nominate  in  Liverpool  at  Picquet — Twenty-one  Games — The 
best  of  the  match.  The  match  to  be  played  on  Wednesday 
next — at  M"  Murphy's — at  six  o'clock  in  the  evenin;?.  Play  or 
Pay.  On  tossing  up  for  the  Poundage,  Burgess  Laval  proved 
unsuccessful. 

N.B. — Burgess  Laval  is  to  signify  to  the  Mayor  on  or  before 
Tuesday  next  at  twelve  o'clock  the  name  of  the  Gentleman  with 
whom  the  Recorder  is  to  engage  in  the  aforesaid  Match. 

Jam.  Williamson. 
J.  C.  Laval. 
At  Bootle  22"'*  January  1792. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham,  In  y^  Chair. 

M**  Burgess  Grundy. 

M*"  Burgess  Cobham. 

M^  Burgess  Tho**  Newsham. 

M**  Burgess  Laval. 

M''  Burgess  Patten. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  the  afternoon  with  the 
usual  conviviality. 


At  Bootle,  Sunday  29*^  January  1792. 

Present  : 

Alderman  Newsham,  In  y®  Chair. 

Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

M""  Recorder. 

M*"  Sami  Patten,       \ 

M*-  Will.  Unsworth, 

M*"  William  West,       Ancient  Burgesses. 

M""  James  Grundy, 

M*"  Elijah  Cobham, 

M*"  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 
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All  of  whom  dined  together      After  dinner  they  were  visited  by 

M*"  Burgess  James  Taylor. 

M*"  Burgess  Will.  Unsworth,  Jun^ 

This  day  the  two  dozen  of  Red  Port  wine  lost  by  the  Recorder 
to  M*"  Burgess  Grundy  pursuant  to  the  Bet  made  between  them 
on  the  15^^  Instant  were  drunk  with  great  hilarity. 


At  Bootle,  Sunday  5^**  February  1792. 

Present : 

Alderman  Banner,  In  y®  Chair. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Alderman  Chesshyre. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

M"^  Burgess  Hadkinson. 

M"^  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson,  jun*". 

M*"  Burgess  Rob*  Jackson. 

M*^  Burgess  Tho*  Newsham. 

M*"  Burgess  Will.  Unsworth,  Jun*". 

M**  Burgess  John  Blackburne. 

M*"  Burgess  Sam^  Patten. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  visited  after  dinner  by 

M'  Burgess  Cobham. 
M*"  Burgess  Joseph  Kaye. 

At  Bootle,  Sunday  12**"  February  1792. 

Present  : 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

M'-  Bailiff  Banner. 

M*"  Burgess  Sibbald. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho*  Newsham 

M*"  Burgess  Rob*  Jackson. 
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Visitor 


M*"  Burgess  Sam^  Patten. 

M*"  Burgess  And^  Dodson,  sen'' 

M"^  Burgess  Edw**  Newsham 

M*"  Burgess  Lieu*  John  Johnson. 

M*"  Burgess  Will.  West. 

M**  Burgess  David  Blair. 

M"^  Burgess  Josiah  Williamson. 

M*"  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson,  jun*". 

M*"  Burgess  Will.  Unsworth. 


M*"  John  Davitts. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterward  visited  by 

M*"  Burgess  James  Taylor. 
M**  Burgess  Richard  Wright. 
Visitor : 

M*"  Henry  Norris. 

M^  Richard  Wright,  seconded  by  M*"  Burgess  Dodson,  pro- 
posed M*"  Henry  Norris  as  a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  who 
was  accordingly  admitted  and  drank  his. ale. 

Ordered  unanimously  that  in  future  the  Corporation  dine  at 
Half  past  two  o'clock  instead  of  two. 

M*"  Blair,  seconded  by  M**  Josiah  Williamson,  proposed  M*" 
John  Davitts  as  a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  who  was  accord- 
ingly admitted  and  took  y*  usual  oath. 

Alderman  Neilson  proposed  M^  Andrew  Dodson,  sen**,  to  be 
Inspector  &  Treasurer  of  the  intended  Canal  from  Shrewsbury 
to  Liverpool,  and  the  motion  being  seconded  by  Burgess  Uns- 
worth, It  was  carried  without  opposition  and  M*"  Burgess  Dod- 
son was  admitted  &  sworn  into  Office  accordingly. 

The  Mayor,  seconded  by  Alderman  Neilson,  proposed  M*" 
Burgess  David  Blair  as  Inspector  of  the  Fisheries  on  the  Coast 
of  Scotland,  and  he  was  accordingly  admitted  &  sworn  into 
Office. 

Alderman  Neilson,  seconded  by  Burgess  Unsworth,  proposed 
M**  Burgess  Josiah  Williamson  as  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Requests, 
and  he  was  admitted  &  sworn  into  Office. 

Ordered  that  4  Keys  be  ordered  for  y®  Corporation  Chest, 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEPHTON       361 

One  to  be  kept  by  the  Mayor,  One  by  the  Recorder,  One  by  the 
Town  Clerk,  and  one  by  the  Mayor's  Bailiff  for  y*  Time  being. 

At  Bootle,  Sunday  19***  February  1792. 

Present : 

M*"  Mayor. 

The  Recorder. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

Alderman  Banner. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

M*"  Burgess  Edward  Newsham. 

M**  Burgess  Will  Unsworth,  sen*". 

M'"  Burgess  Andrew  Dodson,  jun^ 

M"*  Burgess  Edward  Atherton. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterward  visited  by 

M*"  Burgess  Richard  Wright. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  seconded  by  M"*  Alderman 
Neilson,  M**  Burgess  Atherton  was  this  day  continued  in  his 
(quondam)  Office  of  Russian  Committee  Man. 

The  Recorder  wagers  Fifty  Guineas  (dry)  with  M**  Burgess 
Richard  Wright  that  he  (the  Recorder)  dines  with  the  Mayor  on 
Tuesday  next  the  21**'  instant,  and  that  he  drinks  fairly  as  the 
Mayor  does  and  is  not  intoxicated  before  him.  He  that  goes  to 
sleep  first  shall  be  deemed  to  lose  the  wager.  The  dinner  to  be 
at  M"  Murphy's  at  three  o'clock.  The  State  of  intoxication  to 
be  determined  by  a  Majority  of  the  company  present. 

•Jam.  Williamson. 

The  winner  to  pay  the  Poundage  and  For  y*  Treat. 
N.B. — The  Poundage  was  not  tossed  up  for  (as  customary) 
but  w^as  to  be  paid  at  y*  next  meeting. 

At  Bootle,  Sunday  2&^  February  1792. 

Present  : 

Alderman  Banner,  In  y®  Chair. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Alderman  Neilson. 
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The  Recorder. 

M*^  Town  Clerk. 

M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Newsham. 

M"^  Burgess  Edward  Newsham. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by  the 
following  Burgesses,  viz' : 

M*"  James  Taylor. 
M*"  Samuel  Patten. 
W  William  Millar 
and 
Visitor  : 

M*"  Henry  Winchcombe  Dyer. 

This  day  the  Recorder  signified  to  the  Corporation  that  the 
Wager  between  him  and  M**  Burgess  Richard  Wright  laid  on  the 
19***  had  been  decided  in  M*"  Wright's  favour  and  that  he  (the 
Recorder)  had  paid  y®  money  lost  (say  jt'52  :  10  :  o)  to  M*" 
Wright. 

On  the  motion  of  M**  Burgess  Millar,  seconded  by  Alderman 
Banner,  M*"  Henry  Winchcombe  Dyer  was  this  day  unanimously 
voted  &  admitted  a  Burgess,  on  which  occasion  he  drank  the  Mace 
Brim  full  of  ale  in  a  style  of  True  Bacchanalian  Magnanimity. 

This  day  the  Poundage  of  Two  Pounds  twelve  shillings  and 
six  pence  on  the  Wager  of  Fifty  Guineas  won  by  M*"  Wright  was 
duly  paid. 

At  Bootle,  Sunday  4'**  March  1792. 

Aid**  Stanton  in  the  Chair. 
„     Newsham. 
„     Neilson. 
Bailiff  Banner. 
Atty  Gen'  Newsham. 
Burgess  Bevan. 
West 
„        Smcathman. 
„        Patten. 

All  of  whom  din*d  together  and  passed  a  Convivial  Afternoon. 
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At  Bootle,  Sunday  11***  March  1792. 

Present : 

Alderman  Neilson  in  the  Chair. 
M**  Recorder. 

M*"  Thomas  Booth,         ]    Ancient 
M"*  And"^  Dodson,  jun*",  ]  Burgesses. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  most  chearful  afternoon. 

The  Recorder  this  day  paid  a  Bottle  of  Wine  for  not  produc- 
ing a  Key  of  the  Corporation  Chest,  he  being  the  only  person 
present  to  whose  custody  a  Key  had  been  committecd  agreeably 
to  a  Law  made  on  Sunday  the  1 2^^  day  of  February  last. 

If  no  such  Law,  Alderman  Newsham  agreed  to  repay  him 
2/3,  being  the  value  of  a  bottle  of  Wine. 

M*"  Burgess  Booth,  on  the  motion  of  the  Recorder  seconded 
by  Alderman  Newsham,  was  unanimously  admitted  and  sworn 
into  the  Office  of  Corn  Inspector  of  the  Borough,  on  which  oc- 
casion he  drank  his  wine  in  a  gallant  style  Indeed  ! 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  18  March  1792. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M"^  Alderm"  Newsham. 

M'^  Alderm"  Neilson. 

M'  Alderman  Stanton. 

M*'  Hadkinson,^ 

M'"  Hickman,       . 

M"-  Laval,  ^Ancient  Burgesses. 

M*"  Dodson.      j 
Stranger  : 

M*"  Lawrence  Karberg. 

Alderman  Neilson,  seconded  by  TJie  Mayor,  proposed  M' 
Law.  Karberg  as  a  Member  of  this  ancient  Corport",  and  he  was 
accordingly  admitted  &  drunk  his  Ale  in  a  handsome  style. 

The  Mayor  paid  a  Bottle  of  Wine  for  not  having  a  Key  of 
the  Chest  about  him. 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  25  March  1792. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M"^  Alderman  Newsham. 
M*"  Alderman  Neilson. 
M"^  Alderman  Stanton. 
M*"  Thomas  Newsham,^ 
M*"  Edw.  Newsham, 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson,     ^Ancient  Burgesses. 
M*"  John  Sibbald,  i 

M""  William  UnsworthJ 
The  Town  Clerk. 
M*"  Alderman  Banner. 
Stranger : 

M*"  John  Winstanley. 
M""  Henry  Pickering. 

All  of  whom,  except  M*"  Pickering,  dined  together  &  pass'd  a 
pleasant  afternoon. 

M**  Edw*^  Newsham  proposed  M**  John  Winstanley  to  become 
a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  &  the  motion  being  seconded  by 
M*"  Dodson,  he  was  duly  admitted  &  took  the  usual  Oath  in  a 
becoming  manner. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  seconded  by  M"*  Alderman 
Neilson,  it  is  resolved  that  the  entries  on  the  U^  &  C*  side  of  the 
Mayor's  accounts  with  the  Corporat"  of  the  receipt  of  poundage 
on  a  Wager  laid  b)'  the  Recorder  on  the  19^  February  last  &  of 
disbursements  on  the  26^  of  the  same  month  be  struck  out  of 
such  accounts,  it  not  being  the  province  of  The  Mayor  to  take 
notice  of  any  Wagers  laid  by  Members  of  Corporation  in  his 
Cash  accounts. 

At  Bootle,  Sunday  the  i**  April  1792. 

This  being  Palm   Sunday  the  following  Gent  dined  at  the 

Borough,  viz* : 

Alderman  Newsham,  In  y®  Chair. 

M''  Recorder. 

M*-  Rob^  Kitchen,  jun^  A  Visitor 

introduced  by  a  Letter  from  the  Town  Clerk,  as  follows,  viz* : 
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'  W  Neilson,  M*"  Stanton,  or  M""  Banner,  Bootle.* 

Bootle,  Sunday  morning.' 
'  Dear  Sir, 

'  It  was  my  intention  to  have  introduced  M"*  Kit- 

*  chen  to  the  Mayor  &  Burgesses,  but  being  obliged  to  return  to 

*  Liverpool,  that  honour  will  devolve  upon  you.    M*"  Kitchen  will 
make  a  good  member.  —  I  am,  Sir, 

*  Your's  respectfully, 
(sign'd)     *  Edw.  Blackstock.' 

This  Letter  being  presented,  unsealed,  was  read  by  the 
members  present,  after  which  M*"  Kitchen  was  unanimously  voted 
and  admitted  a  Burgess,  on  which  occasion  he  took  y®  antient 
oath  in  such  a  style  as  clearly  evinced  that  he  was  very  proud 
of  the  Honour  conferred  upon  him,  and  the  only  possible  Fault 
that  any  the  most  scrupulous  person  could  find  with  his  mode  of 
gulping  down  the  Liquid  draught  was  that  he  made  2\vo  Bites 
of  one  Cherry. 

At  Bootle  8***  April  1792. 

Present : 

W.  J.  Calcott,  Esq*",  Mayor. 
Alderm"  Neilson. 

Stanton. 

Zewill. 

Newsham 
Burgess  Wright. 

T.  Newsham. 

Grundy. 

West. 

Kay. 

Matthews. 

Dennison. 

Patten. 

Ferguson. 
„        Cobham 

Thompson. 
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Burgess  Astley. 
„        Richardson. 
„        Dodson. 
„        Bancroft. 
„        Blackburne. 
„        Hadkinson. 
„        J.  Williamson. 
Bailifif  Banner. 
Att^  Gen*  Ncwsham. 
Strangers  : 

M*"  Alcock 
„   John  Gardner 
„  John  Tobin. 
M**  Edward  Bancroft. 
„  Cha'  Alingham. 

After  Dinner  M*"  Williamson  got  up  and  address'd  the  Mayor, 
saying  that  many  aspersions  had  been  cast  upon  his  Character, 
not  only  amongst  his  Acquaint*'^  but  amongst  his  relatives  all 
over  the  Kingdom,  and  amongst  those  who  wou'd  have  left  him 
property  by  Will,  and  from  whom  he  had  rec^  Letters  from 
London  and  elsewhere.  And  that  he  dar'd  to  challenge  any 
Man  who  durst  assert  any  thing  of  the  sort,  and  that  he  was  a 
Rascall,  a  Lyar,  and  a  Scoundrell,  and  he  urged  severall  Matters 
as  his  non-recollection  of  several  matters,  and  that  if  they  escaped 
him  he  doubted  whether  he  had  so  said  or  not.  After  having 
heard  all  he  had  to  say  in  his  own  Defence  the  Mayor  mov'd 
that  if  M*"  Williamson  did  not  clear  his  Conduct  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Company  of  Burgesses  respecting  what  had  passed 
on  M*"  Wright's  Business  a  Vote  of  Censure  shou'd  be  passed 
upon  M*"  Williamson  for  his  passed  conduct,  seconded  by  M*"  Ast- 
ley. M"*  Alderman  Neilson  and  several  other  worthy  Burgesses, 
in  very  expressive  Language,  charg'd  him  with  many  Circum- 
stances in  his  Conduct  as  a  Burgess  of  this  Corporation  which 
were  highly  reprehensible,  and  which  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
Burgesses  present  he  did  not  exculpate  himself  as  he  ought  to 
have  done,  and  the  Vote  of  the  Mayor  passed  without  a  dissent- 
ing Voice.  Burgess  Ferguson  then  propos'd  an  Amendment  to 
the  Mayor's  Motion,  that,  instead  of  a  Vote  of  Censure, -febat  a 
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Vote  of  expulsion  shou'd  be  made  against  M*"  Williamson  if  he 
did  not  clear  up  his  Conduct  and  exculpate  himself  as  a  Gent", 
which  was  seconded  by  M*"  Burgess  Cobham,  on  which  M"^  Wil- 
liamson rose,  said  he  saw  how  it  was,  and  that  M""  Ferguson 
shou'd  hear  from  him,  and  left  the  Company  before  half  past 
five  O'clock. 

M*"  Ferguson  afterwards  mention'd  the  Circumstances  to  the 
Company  present,  and  they  were  unanimous  in  Opinion  that  he 
ought  to  take  no  Notice  of  what  M*"  Williamson  shou'd  say  to 
him  on  the  Subject  after  the  close  of  this  day. 

The  Vote  of  Censure  was  accordingly  passed  upon  M*"  Wil- 
liamson by  the  unanimous  Opinion  of  the  Company  of  Burgesses 
present.  After  which  a  Motion  was  made  by  Aid"  Neilson  that 
the  Burgesses  present  sign  the  above,  and  seconded  by  M**  T. 

Newsham. 

W.  J.  Calcott,  Mayor. 

Edw^^  B^anner,}^^"*'^^  ^  Aldermen. 

H.  Newsham. 

John  Stanton. 

Will.  Neilson. 

Rich^  Wright. 

James  Astley. 

Tho*  Newsham. 

James  Grundy. 

Joseph  Kaye. 

William  West. 

W.  Denison,  Jun*". 

Sam*  Patten. 

John  Fergusson. 

E.  Cobham. 

John  Thompson. 

Andrew  Dodson. 

Tho"  Bancroft. 

John  Blackburn. 

W°*  Hadkinson. 

W™  Mathews. 

Edw**  Newsham, 

Atty  Gen*. 
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It  is  not  clear  what  was  Mr.  Recorder  Williamson's 
grave  offence.  *  Mr.  Wright's  business'  seems  to  have 
been  the  wager — perhaps  too  characteristic  of  the  period 
— laid  by  the  Recorder  on  19th  February  1792.  The 
further  entry  of  26th  February,  recording  the  payment  of 
the  50  guineas  and  the  poundage,  is  in  the  Recorders 
own  handwriting,  and  we  can  only  surmise  that  the 
entry  may  have  been  unfounded.  Judgment  seems 
to  have  been  suspended  in  the  entry  of  25th  March 
1792. 

After  M"*  Williamson  had  departed  from  hence  and  these 
Records  were  enter'd,  during  which  time  several  Convivial 
toasts  pass'd,  and  M**  Edward  Alcock  was  proposed  by  Aid" 
Stanton,  M*"  John  Tobin  was  propos'd  by  M'  Burgess  Hadkin- 
son,  M*"  Edward  Bancroft  was  propos'd  by  M*"  Burgess  Grundy, 
and  M**  John  Gardner  was  propos'd  by  Aid"  Neilson,  and  M*" 
Cha**  AlHngham  was  propos'd  by  M*"  Burgess  Cobham,  all  of 
whose  propositions  were  duly  seconded,  and  who  all  drank 
the  Ale  in  a  Gallant  Manner,  took  the  Oath,  and  were  duly 
admitted. 

On  Motion  of  the  Mayor,  seconded  by  M*"  Burgess  Grundy 
and  carried  by  the  I^urgesses  present  that  a  vote  of  Thanks  be 
passed  to  Colonel  Tarlcton  by  this  Corporation  for  his  unre- 
mitted Attention  to  the  Commercial  Interests  of  the  Town  of 
Liverpool,  and  also  for  his  speedy  communication  of  the  Vote 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  his  constituents  in  Liverpool  after 
his  fatague  in  the  House  until  seven  O'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
also  on  the  further  Communication  to  the  Mayor  of  his  Senti- 
ments respecting  the  African  Trade,  thereby  submitting  sev* 
Matters  to  the  Consideration  of  him  and  the  Town  at  large  for 
the  Benefit  thereof,  with  a  most  faithful  promise  of  his  utmost 
exertions  to  support  the  Interests  thereof,  and  the  same  was 
carried  accordingly,  and  shou'd  be  inserted  in  the  Liverpool 
News  Papers  on  Thursday  and  Monday  next. 
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At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  15**"  April  1792. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Bailiff  Banner. 

M*"  Astley, 

M*"  Thomas  Newsham, 

M*"  Edward  Newsham, 

M*"  Samuel  Patten, 

M*"  Andrew  Black, 

M*"  Elijah  Cobham, 

M*"  W"*  Unsworth,  Jun'',    >  Free  Burgesses. 

M''  William  West, 

M*"  Robert  Kitchen, 

M'^  Rob*  Jackson, 

M*"  Rich^i  Wright, 

M*-  W"  Denison, 

M*"  Recorder  Williamson, 

Edw.  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

^// of  whom  (except  M*"  Wright  and  M*"  Patten)  dined  together. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  22°'*  April  1792. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Neilson. 

M*"  Bailiff  Banner. 

M''  Thomas  Newsham. 

M*"  Edward  Newsham. 

M*"  Andrew  Dodson. 

M""  Robert  Kitchen. 

M*"  John  Blackstock. 

M''  Dampe. 

M""  William  Hadkinson. 

Edw.  Blackstock,  T.  Clerk. 

B  B 
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All  of  whom  dined  together.  After  Dinner  they  were  visited  by 
M*"  Burgess  James  Ansdell  &  M*"  Summerland  his  friend,  who 
declined  the  Honour  of  becoming  a  Burgess,  which  had  been 
previously  moved  by  the  Town  Clerk  &  seconded  by  M*"  Dampe. 

M*"  Dambe  proposed  M**  Burgess  R.  Kitchen  to  the  Office  of 
Callico  Printer  &  the  same  being  seconded  by  the  Tow^n  Clerk 
he  was  unanimously  elected  &  afterwards  took  the  Oath  in  a 
masterly  style. 

The  Town  Clerk  having  signified  to  The  Mayor  &  Burgesses 
that  the  painful  task  of  giving  in  the  resignation  of  our  brother 
Burgess,  M*"  Williamson,  had  been  assigned  to  him  (painful  as 
his  absence  will  ever  be  felt  by  the  Burgesses  both  as  a  good 
Officer  &  a  Gentleman),  the  question  was  put  whether  his  re- 
signation under  all  circumstances  ought  to  be  accepted. 

For  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation  : 


Against  it : 


M^  Edw^  Blackstock. 

The  Mayor. 
M""  Neilson. 
M*"  Dodson. 
M*"  T.  Newsham. 
M*"  E.  Newsham. 
M^  R.  Kitchen. 
M^  Dampe. 
M**  J.  Blackstock. 
M**  Hadkinson. 

This  refusal  to  accept  the  proffered  resignation  of  our 
genial  Recorder  was  clearly  hostile,  for  here  we  part 
company  with  Mr.  Burgess  Williamson,  but,  it  must 
be  said,  with  no  less  regret  for  the  cloud  under  which 
he  leaves  us  than  for  the  loss  of  the  most  entertaining 
and  humorous  spirit  among  these  searchers  after  this 
elaborate  but  curious  pleasantry. 

It  is  satisfactory  that  he,  of  all  the  members  of  the 
Guild,  is  handed  down  to  us  in  his  habit  as  he  lived.     A 
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characteristic  portrait  in  oils,  by  no  means  an  ill  work  of 
art,  still  hangs  in  the  upper  room  of  the  Punch  Bowl 
Inn,  and  we  can  well  picture  from  it  the  outward  aspect 
of  these  disciples  of  St.  Luke. 

Standing  in  a  richly  curtained  room,  from  which  a 
window  gives  upon  the  church,  the  Recorder  is  repre- 
sented with  his  face  to  the  spectator,  proudly  guarding 
his  volume  of  Records,  from  which  some  of  the  folios 
have  slipped  upon  the  floor.  The  countenance  is  round 
in  feature  and  not  over-refined,  and  the  portrait  conveys 
to  us  a  glimpse  of  the  humorous  aspect  in  which  we  know 
him.  His  loss  must  have  been  felt  by  the  club,  if  we  may 
judge  by  the  subsequent  entries  in  the  Records,  which  do 
not  grow  more  entertaining  or  spirited  with  his  departure. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  the  29***  day  of  April  1792. 

Present : 

Alderm"  Banner,  in  the  Chair. 

Newsham,  Deputy. 
Burgess  The'  Newsham. 
„        W.  Unsworth. 
Black. 
Hickmar 
Kitchen. 
West. 
Allingham. 
Patten. 
„        Jackson. 
Edw**  Newsham,  Att^  Genl 
Visitors  : 

M'  Will.  Nabb. 
„    Michael  Lucy. 

All   of  whom    din'd    together   except  Burgesses  Allingham  & 

Kitchen. 

11  B  2 


» 
I) 
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Burgess  Unsvvorth  rose  and  proposed  M""  W™  Nabb  to  be- 
come a  Member  of  this  Society  seconded  by  M""  Aid"  Banner. 

M"*  Mich^'  Lucy  was  propos'd  by  M*"  Burgess  West  and 
seconded  by  Burgess  Unsworth,  who  took  the  Oaths  in  a  Mas- 
terly manner  and  admitted. 


>> 


)) 


Bootle,  Sunday  6***  May  1792. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Stanton. 
Banner,  Bailiff. 
Burgess  West. 
Kerr. 

E.  Cobham. 
T.  Newsham. 
J.  Taylor. 
Kitchen. 
Dodson. 
Strangers  : 

M*"  George  Coltman. 
„  John  Langdale. 
„    Henry  Phillips. 

The  above  Gentlemen  dined  together  and  were  afterwards 
visited  by 

Burgess  W.  Hadkinson. 
„       W.  Unsworth. 
„       W.  Denison,  Jun^ 
„       H.  Dampe. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  proposed  as  fit  and  proper 
persons  to  become  Members  of  this  antient  &  loyal  Corporation, 


viz' 


M""  Coltman,  by  Burgess  Denison, 

seconded  by  the  Mayor. 
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M"^  Langdale,  by  Burgess  Unsworth, 

seconded  by  Burgess  West. 
M*-  Phillips,  by  Aid"  Neilson, 

seconded  by  Burgess  Dodson. 

Who  were  accordingly  admitted  after  drinking  their  Ale  in  a 
gallant  manner  indeed,  and  what  is  something  remarkable  at  one 
tip  each. 

Ordered.  That  the  Regalia  and  the  Box^  containing  the 
Records  be  removed  to  Sephton  by  Sunday  next,  to  which  place 
the  Meetings  of  this  Corporation  stand  adjourned,  and  that 
Dinner  be  on  the  Table  at  2  o'Clock  precisely  by  the  Clock  of 
the  Parish  Church. 

G^  May  continued. 

M^  Skirmish  Neilson  was  this  Day  appointed  servant  to  the 
present  Mayor,  and  to  attend  in  removing  the  Regalia  &  Chest 
from  hence  to  Sephton  by  Sunday  next. 

Sephton,  Sunday  13**^  May  1792. 

Agreeable  to  an  order  passed  in  Council  at  Bootle  on  Sunday 
last,  and  according  to  ancient  Custom,  the  Mayor  &  Bailiff 
Banner  assembled  at  the  Borough  Mansion  House,  and  were 
attended  by  the  following  Aldermen  &  Burgesses,  viz* : 

Alderman  Newsham. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Aid"  Stanton. 
Aid"  W.  N.  Lickbarrow. 
Burgesses 

W.  Unsworth. 
W.  Hadkinson. 
J.  Grundy. 
W.  West. 
A.  Byrom. 
A.  Dodson. 
J  a"  Lowe. 
Kitchen. 

Erratum.  — Yox  Box,  read  Cheft. 
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T.  Newsham. 
Hickman. 
James  Johnson. 

Who  dined  together,  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M*"  Burgess  J  a*  Taylor. 

Alderman  Neilson  proposed  M**  Burgess  Ashton  Byrom  as  a 
very  proper  person  to  fill  the  Office  of  Inspector  &    Valuer  of 
West  India  Produce y  which  motion  being  seconded  by  the  Mayor 
he  was  accordingly  admitted. 

The  Mayor,  seconded  by  M^  Burgess  Unsworth,  proposed 
M"^  Burgess  Ja**  Johnson  as  Inspector  General  of  Insurance  Offices 
of  this  Ancient  Corporation  ;  he  was  admitted  to  the  said  Office 
after  taking  the  usual  Oath. 

Sephton  20*^  May  1792. 

Present : 

Alderman  Banner  in  the  Chair. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Burgesses 

Elijah  Cobham. 

Thomas  Porter. 

VV.  Unsworth. 

J.  C.  H.  Garbers. 

Sam*  Patten. 

A^  Dodson. 

M*"  Burgess  Unsworth  proposed  M''  Porter  to  fill  his  usual 
Office  of  Painter  to  this  Corporation,  which  motion  being  seconded 
by  Burgess  Uodson,  he  was  accordingly  admitted. 

Sephton  27^*'  May  1792. 

Present : 

Aldcrm"  Neilson  in  the  Chair. 
Burgess  W.  Unsworth. 
„        Atherton. 
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Aid"  Stanton. 

„     Garbers. 

„     Brown. 

„     A.  Byrom. 
W.  Lickbarrovv,  Aid". 
The  Att>'  General. 

Alderm"  Neilson  mov*d  that  the  Corporat"  Vintner  has  orders 
given  him  to  send  down  to  the  Corporation  here  three  Dozen  of 
Madaira  for  the  Use  of  the  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  and  Burgesses  during 
the  Summer,  which  motion  was  seconded  by  M"*  Aid"  Stanton 
and  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  rest  of  the  Burgesses. 

The  Dinner  not  being  ready  at  the  usual  time,  but  exceeded 
by  more  than  40  minutes,  prevented  the  Alderm"  and  Burgesses 
going  to  Church  and  the  past  a  Convivial  Afternoon. 

Burgess  W.  Unsworth  propos'd  M*"  Ja*  Brown  to  an  Office  in 
this  Corporation  which  was  never  hitherto  known,*  and  Burgess 
Atherton  moved  an  Amendm*  that  he  be  appointed  Surgeon 
General  to  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Corporation,  which  Motion 
was  seconded  by  Aid"  Neilson  and  agreed  to  unanimously  ;  he 
took  the  Oath  as  became  him  as  a  Burgess,  drank  his  Wine  and 
was  admitted  to  his  Office. 

*  P— tie  Smith  Gen». 


Sephton  3*"*^  June  1792. 

Present : 

Alderm"  Neilson,  Deputy  Mayor. 

„        Banner. 

„        Astley. 
Burgess  Kitchen. 

,        Harding. 

„        A.  Byrom. 

„       J.  Hall. 

„        Garbers. 

„        G.  Bevan. 

„        Hickman. 

„        Porter. 
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Stranger : 

M*"  John  Holt,  of  Walton. 
The  Atty  General. 

All  of  whom  din'd  together,  drank  a  few  Glasses  of  Wine  and 
attended  the  Deputy  Mayor  to  Church,  to  hear  divine  Service, 
except  Burgess  Harding  and  his  Stranger,  M*"  Holt,  who  preferr'd 
the  Bottle  and  private  Conversation  to  Religion  and  the  Country 
Damsels. 

The  Deputy  Mayor  with  the  Burgesses  who  attended  him  to 
Church,  after  hearing  a  Sermon  from  The  Rev"*  Johnson  which 
lasted  15  minutes  and  an  half,  returned  to  the  Council  Chamber, 
found  Burgess  Harding  and  his  Stranger,  M*"  Holt,  boosing  th§ 
Bottle.  The  Conviviallity  of  the  Afternoon  passed  with  the  ac- 
customed Hilarity,  and  M*"  Holt  was  propos'd  by  Burgess 
Harding  to  become  a  Member  of  this  ancient  and  Loyal  Cor- 
poration, which  was  seconded  by  Aid"  Astley.  The  Books 
were  open'd,  Proclimation  made  for  silence,  whilst  a  freeman  was 
sworn  in  on  pain  of  Imprisonment.  The  Oath  was  taken  by 
M**  Holt,  but  not  follow'd  up  by  gallantly  dringing  his  Ale,  for 
being  short-winded  was  under  the  necessity  of  breathing  seven 
times  before  he  cou'd  get  the  Ale  down.  Burgess  Hall  proposed 
Burgess  Holt  to  be  Historian  to  the  Corporation  of  Sephton, 
which  was  seconded  by  Aid"  Banner,  and  he  was  sworn  in 
according  to  ancient  Custom. 

M''  Burgess  Hall  being  present  and  not  having  renew'd  his 
Office  of  Poet  Lawriat  by  taking  the  Annual  Oath  took  the  same 
as  usual  and  resum'd  his  Office. 


At  Sephton  10^^'  June  1792. 

Present : 

Will.  Ncilson,  Esq^  Dp^  Mayor. 
W  Edward  Banner,  Bailiff. 
Alderman  Stanton. 
M''  Thomas  Ncvvsham. 
„    Will.  West. 
„   Cobham  Richardson. 


.« 
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M*^  John  Hickman. 
„   —  Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  spent  a  very  agreeable  afternoon  & 
in  the  Evening  were  visited  by  the  following  Burgesses,  Viz* : 

M"-  Kitchin. 
M*"  Hadkinson. 
M""  Lowe. 

N.B. — The  locum  tenens  went  to  hear  divine  Service,  accom- 
panied only  by  the  Master  of  the  Ceremonies  &  Burgess  Porter  ; 
Alderman  Stanton  preferred  staying  in  the  Council  Chamber 
rather  than  slumber  in  Church  ;  &  M*"  Bailiff  Banner  &  the  rest 
of  the  Burgesses  {then  present)  Qva^XoyitA  the  vacant  hour  (during 
the  service  of  the  Church)  in  tempting  the  scaly  tribe,  in  the  River 
Alt,  to  take  their  well  scowered  Worms  &  Maggots,  in  which 
attempt  they  were  tolerably  successful,  bringing  home  Sixteen 
large  fish  of  different  descriptions,  for  the  Corporation  repast 
after  dinner. 

At  Sephton  the  17^**  June  1792. 

Present : 

William  Neilson,  Ksq*",  Dp^  Mayor. 

M*"  Edward  Banner,  Bailiff. 

Alderman  Stanton. 

M*"  Burgess  Unsworth,  sen"". 

M*"  Burgess  West. 

M*"  Burgess  Astley. 

M""  Burgess  James  Brown. 

The  above  named  Officers,  Aldermen  &  Burgesses  dined  to- 
gether, drank  several  constitutional  Toasts  afterwards,  but  the 
great  Bell  at  the  Corporation  Church  (which  summonses  all  well 
disposed  Persons  to  attend  divine  Service)  ceasing  to  toll\  the 
locum  tenens,  always  observing  the  Office  of  Magistracy,  went  to 
Church  alone,  &,  shame  to  tell,  the  Aldermen  &  the  rest  of  the 
Burgesses  visited  the  Brook  again,  as  on  the  last  Sunday,  instead 
of  attending  the  deputy  Mayor  in  his  Official   Capacity  ;  they 
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excuse  themselves  from  this  profanation,  saying  the  Dept'  Mayor 
is  well  convinced  they  are  all  good  Subjects,  &  on  their  return 
from  the  Brook,  the  Fish  they  brought,  when  dressed  by  the 
Corporation  cook,  were  well  relished  by  the  Company  present 

After  Church  time,  the  Company  above  named  were  visited 
by  the  following  Gentlemen  : 

M*"  Joseph  Shepherd  Munden. 
John  Lapworth. 
„    Robert  Betson. 

M**  Munden,  on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  was  proposed  to 
become  a  Member,  &  he  being  secconded  by  Alderman  Stanton 
was  duly  admitted  &  took  the  Oath  in  a  stile  which  shewed  he 
had  been  accustomed  before  to  drink  British  Ale.  M""  Bailiff 
Banner  proposed  M*"  John  Lapworth,  secconded  by  M""  Astley, 
&  M*"  Astley  proposed  M*"  Rob*  Betson,  secconded  by  M*"  W 
Unsworth,  to  become  Members,  they  took  the  Oath  in  One  tip 
each. 


Sephton  June  2^^  "^792. 

Present : 

Will"*  Neilson,  Esq*",  Mayor  Locum  Ten™ 
Aid**  Banner,  Bailiff. 
Burgess  Unsworth 
„        Byrom. 
„        Eyes. 
Porter. 
Taylor. 
„        Grundy. 
Foster. 


»> 


»» 


» 


The  above  Gent"  din'd  together  &  drank  some  Constitu- 
tional Toasts  afterwards,  then  went  to  Church  according  to 
usual  Custom,  they  then  adjourn'd  to  the  Council  Chamber  & 
past  a  pleasant  afternoon.  The  locum  tcnams  proposed  Burgess 
Foster  to  fill  his  Quondam  Office  of  Carpenter  to  this  Corpora- 
tion, which  motion  being  secconded  by  Burgess  Eyes,  he  took 
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the  accustomed  Oath  on  the  occasion  in  the  manner  he  usually 
does  matters  of  an  Interesting  Nature. 

Burgess  Grundy  afterwards  mov*d  that  Buigess  Eyes  be 
elected  to  his  former  Office  of  Architect  to  the  Corporation, 
which  being  secconded  by  Burgess  Taylor  he  took  the  Oath  in 
that  case  made  &  provided  accordingly. 

At  Sephton  July  i"*  1792. 

Present : 

W.  J.  Calcott,  Esq',  Mayor. 
M*"  Edward  Banner,  Bailiff. 
Alderman  Newsham,  "^ 
Alderman  Stanton, 
M*"  W.  Hadkinson, 
John  Harding, 

„   Andrew  Dodson, 

„    E.  Cobham, 

„   W.  Unsworth,  sen**, 

„    Porter, 

who  all  dined  together,  spent  a  very  agreeable  afternoon,  &  were, 
during  their  hilarity,  visited  by  M*"  Burgess  Jo'  Lowe. 

At  Sephton  July  8**»  1792. 

Present : 

Alderman  Neilson,  Dp^  Mayor. 
Alderman  E*  Banner,  Bailiff. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Alderman  Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 
M*"  Burgess  S.  Patten. 

The  above  Aldermen  &  Burgesses  all  dined  together,  and  tho* 
the  day  was  so  fine,  they  were  not  visited  by  any  of  their  Brother 
Burgesses  or  friends  ;  however  the  Afternoon  was  spent  if  possible 
with  more  than  the  usual  festivity  &  the  Evening  closed  with 
the  utmost  harmony. 


i 


f 


^ 

r 
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At  Sephton  July  15*^  1792. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Alderman  Nfeilson. 
Alderman  Lickbarrovv. 
Mess"* 

Dodson. 

West. 

Byrom. 

Unsworth. 

Hickman. 

Porter. 

Unsworth. 

The  above  Company  dined   together  and  were  afterwards 
visited  by 

M*"  Burgess  Patten. 

All  of  whom  spent  a  pleasant  afternoon  and  retired  from  the 
Borough  at  the  hour  of  seven  P.M.  with  the  greatest  harmony. 


At  Sephton  22^  July  1792. 

Present  : 

W.  J.  Calcott,  Esq.,  Mayor. 
Aldermen 

Stanton. 
Neilson. 
Lickbarrow. 
Banner,  Bailiff. 
M""  \V.  Unsworth,  sen*",  \ 
„    W.  Unsworth,  J un^  r  Burgesses. 
„    —  Porter,  ) 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  went  to  Church  &  heard  a  Sermon 
preached  by  a  Strange  Parsofi,  from  the  1 2**^  Chap,  of  2**  Sam* : 
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And  Nathan  said  unto  David.^  Thou  art  the  Man,  The  subject 
was  explained  in  so  masterly  a  manner  that  the  Corporation 
were  led  to  believe  the  worthy  Pastor  had  been  educated  at  the 
respectable  College  of  St.  Bees,  or  some  seminary  of  the  like 
kind. 

The  above  Gentlemen  were  after  Church  visited  by  M' 
Burgess  Lowe,  drank  their  wine  for  some  time  in  the  Corpora- 
tion Alcove,  finished  their  Afternoon's  repast  in  the  Council 
Chamber  &  retired  with  the  utmost  harmony. 


Sephton  29^*"  July  1792. 
Present  : 


W.  J.  Calcott,  Esq.,  Mayor. 
Aldermen 

Newsham. 
Neilson. 
Stanton. 
Banner,  Bailiff. 
M*"  Burgess  W.  Unsworth,  sen*". 

W.  Unsworth,  Jun^ 
„        Porter. 

„        Jos.  Hall,  Poet  Laureate. 
W.  West. 


» 

»»         »» 


Who  all  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  tranquil  afternoon. 


Sephton  5^**  August  1792. 
Present  : 


Alderman  Newsham. 

„  Banner. 

M*"  Burgess  West. 
„         „        Cobham. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  comfortable  Afternoon. 
Were  after  Church  visit*d  by  M*"  James  Bevan  and  M*"  Higson. 
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At  Sephton  the  12"^  August  1792. 

Present : 

W.  J.  Calcott,  Esq.,  Mayor. 
Aldermen 

Neilson. 
Stanton. 
M*^  Burgess  Blackstock. 
„        Porter. 

J  a*  Astley. 
„    Lickbarrow,  Alderman. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  John  Heywood. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  drank  the  usual  toasts  ;  after  which 
the  Mayor,  accompaned  by  Aldermen  Neilson  &  Lickbarrow,  & 
M*"  Burgess  Porter,  went  to  Church  to  hear  divine  service  ;  the 
rest  of  the  Burgesses,  after  toasting  the  Mayor,  took  a  walk  & 
returned  to  the  Council  Chamber  to  meet  his  worship  on  return 
from  Church. 

This  being  the  aniversary  which  gave  birth  to  his  Royal 
highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Mayor  &  the  whole  body  Cor- 
porate present  drank  his  health  in  a  manner  that  evinced  their 
Loyalty  to  his  &  his  illustrious  Ancestors. 

It  has  often  unfortunately  been  the  case  that  several  Burgesses 
have  parted  with  their  Horses  on  their  return  from  the  Mayor^s 
festive  board  (no  doubt  from  inebriety),  but  this  day,  strange 
to  tell,  a  Burgess  on  coming  to  the  Borough,  perfectly  sober 
(whether  from  accident  »r  bad  horsemanship  is  not  known),  fell 
from  his  Poney,  was  dragged  in  the  Stirrup,  before  a  concourse 
of  Spectators,  all  of  whom  were  anxious  for  his  Safety,  when  a 
fortunate  circumstance  occurred  :  by  the  breaking  of  his  Spur 
Leather  he  was  liberated  from  his  Nag,  &  thereby  in  all  pro- 
bability saved  his  Neck. 

M*"  John  Heywood,  on  the  motion  of  M""  Alderman  Lick- 
barrow, was  proposed  as  a  proper  Person  to  become  a  Burgess, 
which  motion  being  seconded  he  was  duly  admitted  &  took  the 
usual  oath. 
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Sephton  19^^  August  1792. 

Present : 

W.  J.  Calcott,  Esq**,  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 

„  Lickbarrow. 

M*'  Burgess  W.  Unsworth,  Jun**. 
„         „         Porter. 
„         „         Dodson. 
Alderman  &  Bailiff  Banner. 


Who  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  comfortable  afternoon. 

Sephton  26  Aug*  1792. 

Present : 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

Who  dined  together,  &  being  uninterrupted  by  other  burgesses 
spent  a  most  pleasant  afternoon. 


Sephton  2^  September  1792. 

W"  Jones  Calcott,  Esq*",  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 

„  Stanton. 

„  Nevvsham. 

M'-  Bailiff  Banner. 
W  Whitfield,  \ 

M*"  Dodson, 
M^  Kerr, 
M**  Cobham, 
M*"  James  Ansdell, 
M^  Thomas  Newsham, 
y[r  wm  Unsworth, 

M*-  Bill.  Unsworth, 
M**  John  Blackstock, 
Edward  Blackstock,  T.  Clerk, 
M*"  Porter,  / 


Burgesses. 


Ik 

J 
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All  of  whom  (except  Burgess  Ainsdell)  dined  together  &  spent 
the  afternoon  with  great  conviviality. 

The  Town  Clerk  proposed  M*"  John  Faucett  as  a  Member  of 
this  Corporation,  &  being  seconded  by  The  Mayor  he  was 
unanimously  elected  a  Burgess  &  afterwards  took  the  usual  Oath 
in  a  becoming  style. 

The  Town  Clerk  proposed  M*"  Burgess  Whitfield  to  the 
Honourable  Office  of  Manager  of  the  Theatre,  which  being 
seconded  by  the  Mayor,  he  was  elected  without  opposition  and 
took  the  Oath  of  Office  with  the  accustom'd  solemnity. 


Sephton  9***  Sept.  1792. 

Present : 

W.  J.  Calcott,  Esq.,  Mayor. 
Aid.  Neilson. 
Newsham. 
Stanton. 
„     W.  N.  Lickbarrow, 
Aid"  &  Bailiff  Banner. 
M*"  Grundy, 
„   Dodson,   Burgesses. 
„    Porter, 
Stranger : 

M""  Martin  Hamell,  N.  1039. 
Who  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 


M'  Anthy  Troutbeck, 
M*-  E.  Darwin, 


Ancient  Burgesses. 


Alderman  Stanton  proposed  M*"  Martin  Hamell  as  a  proper 
person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Ancient  &  Loyal  Cor- 
poration, which  motion  being  seconded  by  The  Mayor,  after 
drinking  the  Mace  quite  full  of  Ale  in  a  gallant  manner  indeed, 
he  was  recorded  and  admitted  a  Member. 


,t. 
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Sephton  16**"  Sept**  1792. 

Present : 

VV.  J.  Calcott,  Esq.,  Mayor. 
Aid"  Neilson. 

„      Newsham. 

„      Lickbarrow. 

"      Zuill,  ) 

^  T>  Bailitls. 

„      h.  Banner,  j 

Burgess  Sibbald. 

W.  Kerr. 

Karbirg. 
„        E.  Bancroft. 

W.  West. 

Hamell. 
„        E.  Cobham. 
„        Porter. 
„        J.  Blackburne. 
„        Ja*  Taylor. 
„        J.  Grundy. 
„        W.  Hadkinson. 

Dodson. 

Begg. 

W.  Unsworth. 
Stranger : 

M  —  Denton. 

Who  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

The  Rev**  R.  Rothwell. 

A  Charity  Sermon  was  this  Day  preached  at  the  Parish 
Church  of  this  borough  by  the  Rev'*  R.  Rothwell,  &  a  collection 
of  ;£'i9  :  19  :  2^  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Liverpool  In- 
firmary. 

M*"  Martin  Hamell  was  proposed  by  the  Mayor,  seconded  by 
Burgess  Begg,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Dock  Duties  of  this  Antient 
Corporation,  which  Office  he  was  duly  sworn  into  after  drinking 
the  Liquor  generally  given  on  such  occasions. 

c  c 
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I /6  has  been  since  rec*^  in  addition  to  the  Subscription  for 
the  Infirmary,  which  makes  the  whole  amount  ;f  20  :  o  :  8^. 

M*"  Law.  Karberg  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of  Translator  of 
the  Danish  Languages. 

M*"  Taylor  proposed  M*"  Rich"*  Denton  as  a  proper  person  to 
become  a  Burgess  of  this  Corporation,  which  motion  being 
seconded  by  the  Mayor,  he  was  admitted  to  the  honors  of  the 
Sittingy  and  of  course  a  Member. 

Afterwards  M**  Bailiff  Banner  rec"*  &  paid  the  Mayor  P" 
Bennefit  as  above  ;^ 20  :  5  :  8^. 

[This  collection  will  compare  favourably  with  some 
that  were  made  about  this  period  for  the  above 
institution  in  Liverpool;  e,g.  in  1783  the  *  Liverpool 
Advertiser '  announces  that  on  May  29  the  collection 
for  the  benefit  of  the  infirmary  in  this  town  were — 

At  St.  Nicholas's  Church  19/.  \6s.  2d, 
St.  Peter  ditto  12/.  \gs. 

Again,  in  the  same  year,  on  June  19  : 

At  St.  Thomas's  Church,  26/.  is. 
St.  Ann's  ditto,  24/.  6.^.] 

Sephton  23**  Sept.  1792. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  Esq"",  D^  Mayor. 

Aldermen  Banner. 
Do.        I>ickbarrow. 
Stranger : 

Renshaw  Rothwell,  Esq*". 

At  Sephton  30  Sep*"  1792. 

Present : 

W.  Jones  Calcott,  Esq*",  Mayor. 
M^  W.  Neilson,  | 

„   Edward  Banner,  i  Aldermen. 
„  John  Stanton,     ] 
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M**  William  Unsworth, ) 
„   Martin  Hammil,      [    ^^S^^^^^- 

Who  dined  together,  &  spent  the  afternoon  in  a  manner  that 
truly  must  evince  every  Member  of  this  Corporation  they  were 
worthy  to  hold  the  present  offices  they  enjoy. 

At  Sephton  f^  Oct''  1792. 

Present  : 

M**  Edw**  Banner. 
„   —  Porter. 
„   Cha*  Alingham. 

At  Sephton  14***  Ocf  1792. 

Present : 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

At  Sephton  on  Thursday  18'*"  Ocf  1792, 
Being  the  feast  of  St.  Luke. 

Present : 

W"*  Jones  Calcott,  Esq*",  Mayor. 
W  Bailiff  Banner. 
M'^  Aid"  Stanton. 
M*"  Aid"  Chesshyre. 
M*"  Aid"  Lickbarrow. 
M'^  Burgess  W.  Unsworth. 

Astley. 


>»  »> 

>)  >> 

n  » 

II  II 


Karberg. 

Dodson. 

W.  West. 

J.  Kaye. 

Ogden. 

Jackson. 

Garbers. 

Lodge. 

W.  Matthews. 

c  c  2 
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M**  Bur^jess  J  a*  Taylor. 

Brown. 


»»         »> 


Bcgp- 


Strangers : 

M*"  Thomas  Cartwright. 
M*"  Duncan  M^Viccar. 

The  two  latter  Gentlemen  were  proposed  and  unanimously 
admitted  Members  of  this  Antient  Corporation,  viz^ : 

M""  Cartwright,  proposed  by  Alderman  Stanton,  seconded  by 
Burgess  Begg. 

M*"  M'^Viccar,  proposed  by  Burgess  Unsvvorth,  seconded  by 
Burgess  Astley. 

The  Mayor  rose  in  his  seat,  informing  the  Burgesses  that  as 
his  Mayorality  was  expired,  he  beg*d  leave  to  propose  M**  W*" 
Unsworth,  which  met  with  universal  approbation. 

On  leaving  the  Chair  the  late  Mayor  made  very  handsome 
Address  to  the  Burgesses,  much  to  their  satisfaction. 

And  the  present  Mayor    in   a   short   speech   promised    to 

support  the  Priviledges  of  the  Borough. 

n/r..  Ai  i«  T  1      o.  (were  sworn  in 

M*^  Aid"  John  Stanton  '  „  ...^  ^ 

Ti/r..  T^  T^    1  -  Bailms  for  the 

M*^  Burgess  Dodson       , 

^  \  year  ensumg. 

M*"  Alderman  Calcott  was  sworn  in  Coroner. 
After  which  the  following  Burgesses  were  sworn  into  their 
respective  Offices,  viz* : 

Sam'  Chesshyre. — Treasurer. 

J.  Astley. — Master  of  the  Fox  Hound.s. 

L.  Karberg. — African  Committee  Man. 

W.  West. — Master  of  Ceremonies. 

J.  Kaye. — Ivory  Contractor. 

E.  Banner. — Ranger  of  Forests. 

R.  Jackson. — Coal  Metre. 

-    ,,   ,,   ^     ,  (Imperial  German  Ambassador  ^ 

T.  C.  H.  barbers. —  ,.i     .     . 

•^  (  Plenipotentiary. 

D.  M^Viccar.— Water  Bailiff. 

W.  Matthews. — Hooper,  Cooper  &  Powder  Kegg  Maker. 

J.  Taylor. — Ironmonger  &  Anchorsmith. 
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—  Brown. — Superintendant  of  the  African  trade. 

—  Lodge. — American  Consul. 

T.  Cartwright. —  Navy  Contractor. 
W.  Begg. — African  Committee  Man. 

As  usual  a  lady  Patroness  was  put  up  by  the  Mayor  for  the 
year  ensuing.  She  was  purchased  by  Alderman  Lickbarrow  for 
Nine  Dozen  &  7  Bott'  of  Wine.     He  nominated 

Miss  Lawson. 

M**  E.  Darwin  came  to  the  Council  Chamber  late  in  the 
afternoon,  and  was  sworn  into  his  Old  Office  of  Constable. 

At  Sephton  the  21*'  October  1792. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Stanton,  Bailiff. 
Lickbarrow. 
Banner. 
Calcott. 
M"^  Burgess  J.  C.  H.  Garbers. 

Hickman. 


»»  >» 

»>  » 

))  )) 

»»  » 


J.  Blackstock. 

Kitchin. 

W.  West. 

W.  Hadkinson. 

Porter. 


Stranger  : 

M^  Ralph  Benson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  &  it  being  waiting  Sunday,  the 
Charity  Boys  attended,  as  usual,  to  accompany  his  wors/tipto  the 
Parish  Church.  He  was  attended  by  Colonel  Tarleton,  one  of 
the  Members  for  the  Borough,  &  a  greater  number  of  the  Council 
&  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Town  than  any  of  his  predecessors  for  a 
number  of  years. 

M*"  Benson,  on  the  motion  of  Burgess  Kitchin,  secconded  by 
the  Mayor,  was  proposed  to  become  a  Member,  was  duly  ad- 
mitted, &  took  the  usual  Oath  in  a  superior  Stile. 
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M*"  John  Blackstock,  on  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  was  pro- 
posed to  fill  the  vacant  Office  of  Master  of  the  Revels,  and 
M*"  Hickman,  on  the  motion  of  the  Master  of  the  cerremonies  to 
the  ancient  Office  of  Bull  warden  ;  both  motions  being  secconded 
they  were  severally  sworn  into  Office. 

M*"  Kitchin  was  continued  in  his  former  Office  of  Callico 
Printer  to  this  ancient  &  Loyal  Corporation. 

This  day  the  Mayor,  agreeable  to  ancient  custom,  paid  lo  6 
on  admission  to  his  office,  &  the  Bailiffs  5   3*^  each. 

Ordered  that  the  Corporation  do  adjourn  on  Sunday  next 
the  28"'  Inst,  to  the  Mansion  house  at  Bootle  there  to  be  holden 
untill  the  second  Sunday  in  May  1793,  &  that  the  Regalia  & 
Corporation  Records  be  conveyed  there  under  the  care  of  the 
Constables  of  the  Borough  prior  to  that  day. 

After  the  Records  were  entered  M**  Benson  laid  M*"  Kitchin 
Ten  Guineas  M"*  Clifton's  Main  of  Cocks  against  Sir  Peter 
Warburton's,  to  be  fought  at  Liverpool  in  March  next. 

On  tossing  up  for  the  Poundage  M"*  Benson  lost. 

• 

[The  popular  mayor  here  mentioned,  William 
Unsworth,  lived  at  the  Manor  House,  Maghull,  within  a 
mile  of  Sefton  Church.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  large 
brewery  in  Fleet  Street. 

In  1793,  1794,  and  1795  the  attendance  of  the 
members  seems  to  have  fallen  off,  especially  about  this 
time  of  the  year,  and  no  records  of  these  visits,  if  they 
took  place,  are  made  till  we  meet  with  one  on  October  23, 
1796.] 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  28*^  Ocf  1792. 

Agreeable  to  Antient  Custom — and  the  Order  of  Council  on 
Sunday  last  at  Sephton — the  Corporation  met  at  The  New 
Mansion  House  here. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
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Alderman  Banner. 

„  Stanton,  Bailiff. 

„         Calcott. 
M*-  Bailiff  Dodson. 
M""  Burgess  Hadkinson. 
„         „         Grundy. 


Stranger : 


Hickman. 
Kitchin. 
West. 
Jackson. 


M*"  Benj"  Devaynes,  N.   1044. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M*"  Burgess  W.  Unsworth,  Jun*". 
M""  Thomas  Blackstock,  Stranger. 

M'  Alderman  Calcott  proposed  M*"  Devaynes  as  a  proper 
person  to  become  a  Burgess  of  this  Corporation — which  motion 
being  seconded  by  M*"  Burgess  Grundy,  he  was  duly  sworn  in, 
and  drank  his  Ale  in  a  superior  Stile. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  sworn  into  their  respective 
Offices,  viz* : 

Alderman  Newsham — Collector  of  Customs. 
Burgess  Hadkinson — Ship  Broker. 

„        Grundy — Surveyor  of  the  Highways. 

„        W.  Unsworth,  Jun*" — Ale  taster. 


At  Bootle  on  Sunday  4*^  November  1792. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderm"  Newsham. 

„       Calcott. 
M*-  Bailiff  Dodson. 
M"^  Burgess  T.  Newsham. 

A.  Dodson. 
J.  Jackson. 
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M""  Burgess  M^Viccar. 
„         „         C.  AlHngham. 
Burgess  R.  Kitchen  came  after  Difler. 
Strangers  : 

Chr.  Broussard. 
Will  Gernen. 

All  of  whom  (except  as  before  excepted)  din'd  tcge  ther  upon  no 
uncommon  Dinner,  but  according  to  Custom  superexccllent 

M**  Broussard  was  proposed  by  M*"  Bailiff  Dodson  to  become 
a  Burgess  of  this  Corp6?on,  which  was  seconded  by  Burgess 
Kitchen,  unanimously  elected,  and  took  the  Oath  in  the  same 
spirited  Manner  it  has  been  used  to  have  been  taken  by  the 
Burgesses  of  this  Corporation. 

Alderm"  Calcott  proposed  M**  William  Gernen  to  become  a 
Burgess  of  this  Corporation,  which  was  seconded  by  M**  Mayor 
— he  was  unanimously  admitted,  and  was  sworn  in  in  the  same 
gallant  manner  his  Friend  Ikoussard  was. 

T.  Newsham,  M*"  Allingham,  and  E.  Newsham  were  severally 
propos'd  and  sworn  into  their  respective  Offices  of  Vintner, 
Cotton  Broker,  and  Attorney -General  of  this  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Corporation,  who  severally  and  respectively  took 
their  Oath  and  were  again  unanimously  and  joyfully  received 
into  their  several  and  respective  Offices. 

The  Mayor  order'd  ten  Dinners  to  be  provided  for  the  Cor- 
poration during  the  Winter. 

At  Bootlc  II**'  Nov^  1792. 

Present : 

M**  Burgess  Kitchen,  only. 


At  Bootle,  Sunday  18*''  Nov^  1792. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Alderman  Banner. 


»  }} 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEPHTON      393 

Alderman  Calcott 
Alderman  Stanton,  Bailiff. 
M*"  Burgess  Hammil. 
„         „         Harrison. 
„         „         Kitchin. 
West. 
Hopley. 
Stranger : 

M"*  Richard  Worswick. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  and  spent  the  Afternoon  in  that 
convivial  manner  so  peculiar  to  this  Corporation. 

On  the  motion  of  Alderman  Calcott,  seccondcd  by  the  Mayor, 
M*"  Richard  Worswick  was  admitted  a  Burgess  of  this  ancient 
&  Loyal  Corporation,  &  took  the  Oath  in  that  case  provided  at 
Two  very  long  tips. 

M*"  Burgess  Hopley  was  reccomended  by  M*"  Kitchin  to  the 
vacant  office  of  Market-looker,  which  being  secconded  by 
the  Mayor  was  legally  sworn  into  that  office  for  the  present 
year. 

M**  Harrison  was  also  sworn  into  the  ancient  office  of  Notary 
Pubh'c  to  this  Corporation. 

Yesterday,  being  the  weekly  Market,  The  Mayor,  attended 
by  the  Baih'ffs  &  Constables,  went  (agreeable  to  14  days'  notice 
in  the  public  Papers)  to  inspect  the  weights  and  Measures — 
when  a  very  great  number  of  each  description  were  found  short, 
and  seized  —and,  strange  to  tell,  on  their  appearance  in  S'  George's 
Market,  the  Butter  Women  (conscious  of  their  Guilt)  made  a 
precipitate  retreat,  leaving  their  empty  Baskets  &c*  behind  them. 
The  Mayor  is  determined  to  remedy  if  possible  this  nefarious 
business,  by  which  the  Public  have  no  doubt  suffered  very 
materially  for  a  length  of  time. 

This  day  the  Mayor  &  Bailiff  Stanton  was  fined  26^  each, 
on  the  motion  of  M*"  Calcott,  for  not  having  the  Keys  of  the 
Corporation  Chest  in  their  possession,  agreeable  to  a  former  bye 
Law. 

It  was  this  day  ordered  that  a  Councill  be  summoned  for 
Sunday  next  the  25^*^  Ins^  to  fill  up  Four  Vacancies  in  Council 
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At  Bootle  25**^  Nov''  1792. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Banner. 
Burgess  W"*  Unsworth,  Jun*". 
C.  Richardson. 
R.  Kitchen. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  Thomas  Falcon. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  most  agreeable  After- 
noon. 

M**  Robert  Kitchen  proposed  M*"  Tho**  Falcon  as  a  proper 
Person  to  become  a  Burgess  of  this  Corporation,  and  being 
seconded  by  the  Mayor,  the  Oath  was  administer'd  to  him — 
which  he  took  at  one  Tip. 

M**  Cobham  Richardson  was  sworn  into  his  old  Office  of 
Inspecter  of  the  Coney-Warrens. 

At  Bootle  the  2"^  Dec*"  1792. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Alderman  Banner. 

M**  Burgess  Kitchin. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  Singleton. 

At  Bootle,  Sunday  9***  Dec*"  1 792. 

The  weather  being  very  bad,  no  Burgesses  attended. 

At  Bootle  the  16*^  Dec^  1792. 

Present : 

Will.  Unsworth,  Esq.,  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
„  Banner. 


>» 


Calcott 
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Alderman  Stanton,  Bailiff. 
M""  Bailiff  Dodson. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
M*"  Burgess  Hammel. 
M*"  Burgess  C.  Eyes. 
M**  Burgess  Kitchen. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  Robert  Say. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  &  spent  a  very  pleasant  Afternoon. 

M*"  Burgess  Eyes  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor  sung  the  good 
old  Song  of  God  Save  the  King,  and  was  joined  in  full  Chorus 
by  the  whole  Corporation. 

M**  Andrew  Dodson  proposed  M**  Robert  Say  as  a  proper 
Person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  ancient  Corporation,  which 
motion  being  secconded  by  the  Mayor,  he  was  duly  admitted, 
&  took  the  accustomed  Oath  in  very  great  Stile. 

M**  Burgess  Eyes  was  continued  in  his  former  Office  of 
Architect,  &  Alderman  Neilson  in  his  former  Office  of  Governor 
of  the  Virgin  Islands  to  this  Corporation. 

At  Bootle  on  Sunday  23**  Dec*"  1792. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
„  Calcott. 

„  Banner. 

M*-  Bailiff  Dodson. 
M*"  Burgess  Hadkinson. 

J.  Blackstock. 
W.  Unsworth,  Jun"". 
Kitchin. 
Hopley. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  William  Wallace. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  and  spent  a  very  agreeable  after- 
noon. 
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The  Mayor  proposed  M"^  Wallace  as  a  proper  person  to  be- 
come a  burgess  of  this  Antient  and  loyal  Corporation,  which 
motion  being  seconded  by  Burgess  Hopley,  he  was  accordingly 
admitted  a  Member — after  drinking  the  Ale  given  on  such 
occasion  at  one  tip. 

Order'd  by  the  Mayor  &  Aldermen  present — 

That  the  Council  Chamber  be  put  into  good  repair,  the 
West  End  of  it  at  present  having  a  very  unpleasant  apperance  ; 
and  it  is  recommended  to  the  proprietor  of  The  House  to  apply 
to  some  skilfull  Artichect  in  order  that  the  defect  in  the  Room 
before  mentioned  may  be  remedied. 

Order'd— 

That  in  future  a  dinner  be  provided  and  paid  for  twelve — at 
Eighteen  pence  ^  piece—  and  that  The  admission  Fees  are  half 
a  Guinea. 

At  Bootle  the  30*''  Dec*'  1792. 

Present : 

Aid"  Stanton,  Dept*'  Mayor. 
Aid"  Ncilson. 
Aid"  Calcot. 
Aid"  Banner. 
Aid"  Ncwsham. 
Burgess  Kitchin. 
Burgess  Astley. 
Bailif  Dodson. 

All  of  whom  spent  an  Agreeable  Afternoon. 

The  Ma}'or  of  Liverpool  having  presented  the  Mayor  of  this 
Ancient  Corporation  with  a  Turtle,  it  is  ordered  in  Council 
held  this  day  that  the  1 1  of  January  next  be  the  time  fixd  to 
entertain  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool  with  such  of  His  friends  As 
Our  Worthy  Chief  Magistrate  chuse  to  invite  on  the  occasion. 

Dinner  on  Table  at  \  past  3  o'Clock. 

Such  of  the  Members  that  wish  to  attend  are  desired  to  send 
their  Names  on  or  before  the  4*''  January  to  the  Mayor's  Town 
House  in  Fleet  Street  or  to  the  Mansion  House  at  Bootle  on  or 
before  Sunday  next. 
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[The  Mayor  of  Liverpool  was  Henri  Blundell  (i.e.  for 
1793,  Gore's  List).  He  took  the  additional  name  of 
Hollinshead. 

The  Corporation  Maj^or  was  William  Unsworth,  who 
had  a  large  brewery  in  Fleet  "Street.  There  was  another 
large  brewery  in  the  same  street  owned  by  Mr.  Crosbie. 

The  remainder  of  the  street  was,  in  1 769,  principally 
gardens  with  summer-houses. 

The  entertainment  came  off,  no  doubt,  on  the  day 
appointed,  Friday,  but  no  record  of  it  exists.  Four  pages 
are  left  vacant  in  the  Book  of  Records,  very  probably  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  detailed  account  of  what  took 
place  on  the  occasion  ;  but  either  there  was  no  recorder 
equal  to  the  task  or  the  recording  members  were  too 
much  engrossed  with  the  banquet  to  give  their  attention 
to  the  subject  at  the  time,  and  so  it  got  neglected.] 

Bootle,  Sunday  6'**  Jan^  1793. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Aid"  Newsham. 
Aid"  Banner. 
M*"  Bailiff  Dodson. 
M*"  Burgess  Sibbald. 
„         „         Allingham. 
Kitchin. 
James  Taylor. 
Hammill. 
Strangers  : 

M*"  John  Kean. 
M*"  John  Kirkman. 

Alderman    Neilson   proposed    M*"  John    Kean  as  a  proper 
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person  to  become  a  burgess  of  this  Antient  &  loyal  Corporation 
— which  being  seconded  by  M*"  Banner,  he  was  admitted,  after 
drinking  the  usual  quantity  of  Ale  and  paying  half  a  Guinea  as 
fees  of  admittance— he  being  the  first  burgess  that  paid  the 
advanced  fee,  agrccaolc  to  order  made  in  Council  the  23**  ult 

M**  John  Kirkrnan  was  proposed  as  a  Member  by  Burgess 
Taylor,  seconded  by  the  Mayor — who  was  accordingly  admitted, 
after  paying  the  above  fees  and  drinking  the  Mace  full  of  Ale. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  sworn  as  Common  Council 
Men  of  this  Corporation  : 

M*"  Burgess  John  Sibbald. 
M*"  Burgess  Martin  Hammell. 

Bootle,  13th  Jan^  93. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Neilson. 

Calcott 

Newsham. 

Banner. 
Aid"  &  Bailiff  Stanton. 
Bailiff  Dodson. 
Burgess  W™  Unsworth,  J"". 
„  Kitchen. 

An  excellent  Dinner  &  Desert. 

Bootle  20*^  January  1793. 

Aid"  &  Bailiff  Stanton  in  the  Chair 
Aid"  Newsham. 

„      Calcott. 

„      Banner. 
Bailiff  Dodson. 

Bootle  27^^  Jan^  1793. 

H.  Newsham. 
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3  Feb.  '94. » 

Henry  Newsham. 

Bootle  10^**  Feb'  '93. 

Present : 

Bailiff  Stanton  in  the  Chair. 
Aid"  Banner. 
Burgess  Palmer. 
„        Kitchen. 
„        Hopley. 
Bailiff  Dodson. 
Stranger : 

M*"  Charles  Fox  Taylor. 

Burgess  Dodson  proposed  M*  C.  F.  Taylor  as  a  proper 
person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Corporation  ;  the  motion 
being  Seconded  by  Bailiff  Stanton  he  was  accordingly  admitted. 

Bootle  17^^  Feby  '93. 

Present  : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Newsham. 
„     Banner. 
„     Calcott. 
„     Neilson. 
„     Stanton. 
Bailiff  Dodson. 
Burgess  Kitchen. 
„        Kirkman. 
„        Allingham. 
„        Hadkinson. 
„        Hammill. 
„        John  Blackstock. 
„        Cobbam. 
„        Bevan. 

'  Several  dates  are  here  altered  from  4  to  3,  this  one  being  left 
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Strangers  : 

M*  Lockhead. 
„    Holt. 

Kitchen  proposed  M*  Holt  as  a  Member  of  this  Corpora- 
tion, but  it  appeared  that  he  had  not  arrived  at  the  age  of  21 — 
he  Could  not  be  admitted. 

Bevan  proposed  M*  Lockhead,  which  being  secconded  by 
the  Mayor  he  was  admitted. 

M*"  Bevan  was  sworn  into  his  old  office  of  Lord  Chief  Justice 
in  Ay  re  on  the  North  of -the  Trent. 

Bootle  3^*  March  1793. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  Dep^^  president. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

„  Banner. 

„  Neilson. 

Bailiff  Dodson. 

Who  dined  together  and  afterwards  were  visited  by  Bailiff  Thomas 
Middleton. 

Bootle  loth  March  '93. 

Present : 

The  Mayor.  Alderman  l^anner. 

Aid™  Neilson.  Burgess  Sibbald. 

„     Newsham.  „        West. 

„     Calcott.  Bailiff  Dodson. 

„     Stanton  &  Bailiff. 


Bootle  17th  March  1793. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Aid™  Newsham.  M'*  Burgess  Allingham. 

„     Banner.  „         „        Bevan. 

„     Neilson.  „         „         Lockhead. 

„     Stanton  &  Bailiff. 
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All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  after- 
noon. 

M*  Bevan  afterwards  proposed  M^  Lockhead  to  fill  the 
vacant  office  of  one  of  the  directors  of  the  East  India  Company, 
which  Motion  being  secconded  by  the  Mayor,  the  usual  Oath  of 
office  was  administered  &  he  was  inrol'd  accordingly. 

It  was  this  day  ordered  in  Council  that  dinner  during  the 
Corporation's  Stay  at  Bootle  this  Season  be  provided  at  half 
past  two,  and  Intimation  thereof  was  given  to  M""  Story. 


Bootle  the  24  March  1793. 


Present : 
The  Mayor. 
Aid'"  Zuil. 

H.  Newsham. 
G.  Chesshyre. 
Neilson. 
Calcott. 
Banner. 

Stanton  &  Bailiff. 
Bailiff*  Dodson. 
After  dinner : 


Davenport, 

Thompson, 

Kitchen, 

J.  Blackburn, 

Allingham, 

A.  Blackburn, 

R.  Benson, 


>  Ancient  Burgess. 


M*"  Neilson,  of  Fairhurst. 


All  of  whom  dined  together.  The  afternoon  would  most  certainly 
have  Been  spent  with  the  usual  Conviviality  had  not  an  Account 
arrived  from  London  that  several  of  the  first  Banking  houses 
there  had  stopt  payment,  which  Involved  this  Town  so  much 
that  a  general  Stagnation  of  Credit  is  Certain  to  take  place;  it 
was  therefore  highly  necessary  to  adopt  speedy  and  effectual 
measures  to  stop  the  alarming  evil  which  Threatens  us.  To 
obviate  this  the  Mayor,  at  the  request  of  a  numerous  body  of 
Merchants,  called  an  immediate  Meeting  at  the  Exchange  of  this 
Borough  to  Consider  what  measures  should  be  adopted,  when 
the  Mayor  stept  forward  and  proposed  that  the  Corporation  Seal 
should  be  pledged  to  the  Bank  of  England  as  a  security  of  their 
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advancing  a  Loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  Cash  to 
assist  the  fair  Trade  of  the  Town  during  their  present  exigen- 
cies. This  being  agreed  upon  by  the  Meeting,  a  Special  Council 
was  Summon'd  to  meet  at  5  Oclock  this  evening,  when  the  above 
resolution  was  agreed  upon,  and  the  worshipful  1  the  Mayor,  Al- 
derman Neilson,  Alderman  Banner,  M*  Foster,  Surveyor,  and 
Charles  Eyes,  Architect,  were  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  England  with  the  Corporation  Seal  in  order 
to  obtain  the  above-mentioned  Loan,  and  they,  according  to  the 
order  of  this  Council,  set  off  for  London  tomorrow  morning  at 
two  O'clock. 


March  24,  '94.* 

M^  Alderman  Chesshyre  rose  in  his  seat  and  Begged  leave 
to  propose  M**  Neilson,  of  Fairhurst,  to  become  a  Member  of 
this  Corporation,  which  motion  being  secconded  by  the  Mayor 
he  was  duly  admitted  and  took  the  Original  Oath  at  three 
tips. 

M*"  John  Thomson  was  sworn  into  his  former  office  of 
Governer  of  Old  harbour  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  M**  Ashton 
Blackburn  into  his  Former  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
County,  and  M**  Ralph  Benson  into  the  vacant  office  of  inspector 
of  the  Inmates. 


Bootle  31  March  '93. 
No  attendance. 


Bootle  7th  April  '93. 

Present : 

Aid"  Newsham. 

Tho''  Newsham, 

R.  Jackson,  I  Burgesses. 

Tho^  Cartwright,) 

'  See  note,  p.  399,  ante. 
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Bootle  28  April  1794. 

Present : 

Will.  Unsworth,  Esq'',  Mayor. 
Aid"*  Neilson.  Burgess  Allingham. 

„     Banner.  The  Att^  General. 

„     H.  Newsham. 
Bailiff  Stanton. 

All  of  whom  Dined  together. 

After  Dinner  Burgess  Wright  Came  and  brought  with  him 
M**  Peter  Ellams,  Jun*",  who  was  proposed  by  Burgess  Wright 
and  Secconded  by  Alderman  Neilson  ;  he  was  sworn  and  took 
the  Oath.     Burgess  Watson  also  came  after  Dinner. 

Bootle  5  May  1793. 

Present  : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Aid"  W.  Neilson.  M*"  Rob^  Jackson. 

„     Banner.  Tho.  Woodward,  A.B. 

„     J.  Stanton  &  Bailiff.  Stranger  : 

M*"  E.  Newsham,  Att^  General.  M*"  E.  Parr. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  Spent  a  very  Comfortable 
afternoon,  agreeable  to  their  usual  Custom.  After  dinner  they 
were  visited  by  M**  Burgess  Cobham  Richardson. 

The  Mayor  afterwards  rose  in  his  Seat  (tho'  there  was  no 
necessity  for  doing  so  as  Chairman)  and  proposed  M*"  Edward 
Parr  as  a  proper  person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  honourable 
Corporation,  which  Motion  being  seconded  by  the  Bailiff  and 
Aldermen  present  he  was  duly  admitted  and  the  usual  Oath  was 
administered,  which  he  drank  at  two    Tips. 

It  was  this  day  ordered  in  Council  that  the  Corporation  do 
adjourn  for  the  Summer  Season  to  the  Mansion  House  at 
Sephton  on  Sunday  next  the  12^**  Instant,  and  that  orders  be 
given  that  the  Records  and  Regalia  be  conveyed  there  prior  to 
that  time  under  a  Strong  guard  by  the  Corporation  Constables. 
The   Mayor  hav^  no   Key  of  the  Corporation  Chest  was  fined 
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agreeable  to  an  order  of  Council  in  the  Sum  of  2/6,  and  the 
Bailiff,  tho*  in  possession  of  a  Key,  was  also  fined,  which  he 
Cheerfully  submitted  to,  supposing  that  a  Chief  Magistrate  would 
order  the  proper  Officers  to  supply  the  Bailiffs  with  every  thing 
necessary  to  serve  the  Corporation  Treasure. 


Sephton  12^'*  May  1793,  held  by  adjournment  from  Bootle. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M^  Aid™  Newsham. 

„       „      Calcott. 

„       „      Neil  son. 

„       „      Lickbarrow. 

„       „      Banner. 

„       „      Stanton  &  Bailiff. 

„       „      Dodson  &  d**. 
M^  Burgess  Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  agreeable  After- 
noon. The  Collector  of  the  Customs,  Alderman  Lickbarrow,  and 
Burgess  Porter  went  to  Church,  the  Mayor  and  the  rest  of  the 
Company  preferred  the  accompanying  M*"  Alderman  Banner  to 
the  Fishery,  which  was  not  very  successful,  he  scarcely  taking 
sufficient  for  a  Broil  for  the  Corporation  to  partake. 

The  Mayor,  strange  to  telly  immediately  after  t^hurch,  left  the 
Aldermen,  Bailiffs  &c.  who  attended  him  this  day  without  giving 
any  reasons  for  so  doing  ;  it  is  true,  he  was  observed  attending 
two  Ladies,  in  their  Evening  Walks,  &  although  some  excuse 
might  be  made  for  him,  supposing  he  has  a  Rival  with  one  of 
the  Ladies,  the  Corporate  Body  think  themselves  slighted  by  his 
absence,  &  if  again  done  they  shall  think  themselves  justified  in 
passing  a  Vote  of  Censure  upon  him,  though  chief  Magistrate. 


At  Sefton  19***  May  1793. 

Present : 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
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At  Sefton  2&^  May  1793. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Nielson. 

„  Lickbarrow. 

„  Banner. 

Burgess  Porter. 

At  Sefton  2^^  June  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful,  the  Mayor. 

M'  Alderman  Neilson. 
„  Calcott. 

Lickbarrow. 
Stanton  &  Bailiff. 
M'  Bailiff  Dodson. 
„       „       W.  Hadkinson. 
„       „       E.  Atherton. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  Afternoon, 
none  of  the  Body  Corporate  went  to  Church,  except  M**  Alderman 
Lickbarrow,  who  was  induced  to  do  so,  more  from  his  attention 
to  a  certain  Lady  (as  it  was  supposed)  than  from  his  partiality 
from  his  hearing  a  discourse  from  the  Chaplain.  After  Church 
the  worthy  Alderman  visited  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  but  very  soon  retired  to  partake  of  Tea  &c.  with  the 
Lady  above  alluded  to. 

Sefton  9^**  June  1793. 

Present  : 

The  Worshipfull  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Calcott. 
,  Neilson. 

Lickbarrow. 
„  Stanton,  Bailiff. 

M^  Bailiff  Dodson. 
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M' 

Burgess 

Porter. 

»> 

»> 

M*^Viccar. 

fl 

)> 

Jackson. 

Strangers  : 

M*" 

McNeil. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  Afternoon, 
all  preferring  the  Bottle  to  the  Church  except  Alderman  Lick- 
barrow  &  Burgess  Porter  whom  attended  divine  Service. 

Some  of  the  Militia  quartered  in  the  Borough  went  into  the 
Market  yesterday  &  took  Butter  from  One  of  the  Persons  that 
had  the  Article  for  Sale,  tendering  her  only  sixpence  ^  Pound 
for  it,  when  the  demand  was  Nine  Pence,  this  occasioned  a 
Tumult  in  the  Market,  which  caused  the  Mayor  to  be  sent  for 
when  at  Dinner,  he  immediately  went,  seized  the  Ringleader  & 
committed  him  to  Bridewell,  &  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  will 
inflict  due  Punishment  upon  him  for  such  a  breach  of  the  Peace. 
A  party  of  the  Militia  in  the  evening  threatened  a  Rescue  of  the 
man  from  Bridewell  which,  for  the  Honor  of  the  Regiment,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  the  Officers  in  command  will  take  particular 
Notice  of 

M*"  M*^^Viccar  proposed  M*"  M'Neile  as  a  proper  Person  to 
become  a  Member  of  this  Ancient  &  Loyal  Corporation,  which 
being  seconded  by  the  Mayor,  he  was  duly  admitted  &  took  the 
accustomed  Oath  at  two  Tips. 

M*"  Burgess  Jackson  recommended  M''  Duncan  M'^Viccar  to 
the  important  Office  of  Broker  to  this  Corporation  for  the  Ports 
of  Glasgow  &  Greenock,  which  being  seconded,  he  was  inducted 
into  that  Office  and  took  the  usual  Oath. 

Sephton  30^^  June  1793. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

M*"  Alderman  Neilson. 

„  „  Lickbarrow. 

„  „  Stanton. 

Who  dined  together  &  were  afterwards  visited  by  M'*  Burgess 
Lowe  &  M^  Constable  Edward  Darwen. 
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Sephton  f^  July  1793. 

Present : 

M'  Cobham. 

M*"  Porter. 

M^  Lickbarrovv. 

Sephton  14**^  July  1793. 

Present : 

M'-  Zuill. 

M*"  VVotherspoon. 

M**  Porter. 

M''  Lickbarrovv. 

Sephton  21*^  July  1793. 

Present : 

W™  Unsworth,  Esq®,  President. 
Alderman  Banner. 
„  Neilson. 

„  Lickbarrow. 

„  Stanton. 

M*"  Burgess  Atherton. 

Porter. 


»»         » 


Sephton  28^^  July  1793. 

Present : 

M*"  Porter. 

W.  N.  Lickbarrow. 

Sephton  4*''  Aug*  1793. 

Present : 

W.  N.  Lickbarrow 

Sephton  25*''  Aug*  1793- 

Present : 

M^  Porter. 

M**  Lickbarrow. 
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Sephton  V^  Sept'  1793. 

Present : 

W.  N.  Lickbarrow. 

Sephton  8***  Sept'  1793. 

Present : 

W"  Unsworth,  Esq*",  Mayor. 
Aldermen  Bailiffs 

W"»  Neilson.  J.  Stanton. 

Banner.  A.  Dodson. 

Lickbarrow. 

Calcott 

Astley. 

Newsham  did  not  dine — went  to  Ormskirk. 

Burgess  John  Shaw. 

„        Dignum. 

„        Harper. 

„        D.  Backhouse. 

„        J.  Blackburne. 

„        W.  Hadkinson. 

„        John  Watson. 

„       James  Taylor. 

„        El.  Cobham. 

„        W.  Matthews. 
M'  Meridith. 
E.  Rigg. 

„       Clayton  Tarleton. 
Strangers : 

The  Rev^  P.  Halstead. 

James  Sedgwick. 

Richard  Harper. 

J.  Bolton. 

T.  Tarleton. 

Edw*^  Newsham,  Att^  Gcn^ 

T.  Tarleton,  of  Liverpool,  Esq',  the   Rev*^  P.    Halstead,  of 
Grappenhall,   James    Sedgwick,  of  Manchester,    Esq',  Richard 
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Harper,  of  Liverpool,  Merch*,  and  John  Bolton,  of  Liverpool,  Esq', 
were  all  proposed  to  be  elected  Honorary  Members  of  this 
ancient  &  loyal  Corporation,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor  the  Rev**  Peter  Halstead  was 
recommended  to  the  important  Office  of  Chaplain  extraordinary 
to  his  Worship,  which  being  seconded  by  M*"  Bailiff  Stanton,  he 
was  duly  elected  &  took  the  Oath  agreeable  to  ancient  Custom. 

Sephton  15***  Sepf  1793. 

Present : 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

Sephton  22**  Sept*"  1793. 

Present : 

M'  Burgess  Porter. 

M'  W°»  Colquit,  Stranger. 

Sephton  29^  Sepf  1793. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

Neilson. 

Banner. 
Burgess  Porter. 


Sephton  &^  Oct'  1793. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
„  Banner. 

„  Calcott 

Stanton, 
Dodson, 
Burgess  West. 

„       T.  Newsham. 


Bailiflfs. 
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After  dinner : 

Burgess  W™  Harper. 
R.  Harper. 
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5ephton  1 8*^  Octo*'  1793. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  Chcshyre,  Treasurer. 

Xeilson. 

Calcott. 

Banner. 

M*"  Burgess  W™  West. 

Anstie 

Ashton  Blackbuine. 
James  Taylor. 
Tho"  Newsham. 
Tho*  Cartwright. 
J.  C.  H.  Garbers. 
Joseph  Kcay. 
Rob^  Kitchin. 
John  Stanton,  Bailiff. 

M*"  Alderman  Calcott  proposed  M*"  John  Dale  a  proper 
Person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  which  being 
seconded  by  the  Mayor,  he  was  admitted  and  drank  the  Oath  in 

that 
a  Stile  wbieh  shew'd  he  was  worthy  of  the  honour  conferred  upon 

him. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  Election  of  Mayor  for 
the  ensuing  year,  his  Worship  invited  a  number  of  Gentlemen  to 
breakfast  with  him  at  his  House,  when  he  was  numerously- 
attended  to  the  Hustings.  On  his  Arrival  there  he  proposed 
M""  E.  Banner  to  succeed  him,  but  the  Burgesses  being  averse  to 
this  Gentleman,  crying  out  no  Banner  &c.,  ^  persisting  in  having 
M*"  Calcott  to  fill  the  Office,  the  Clamour  was  so  great  for  this 
Gentleman,  M^  Banner  resigned  and  the  present  Mayor  adjourned 
the  Business  of  the  day  until  4  O'Clock  this  afternoon,  when  he 
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will  attend  to  swear  in  the  new  Mayor  &  the  Officers.     M*"  Ashton 
Blackburn  &  M"^  W.  Harding  nominated  Bailiffs. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  this  Common  Hall  stands  ad- 
journed until  Sunday  next  at  four  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoon, 
then  to  be  held  for  the  above  &  other  special  Purposes, 

Sephton  20^**  Octo*'  1793. 

Present : 

W™  Unsworth,  Esq^  in  the  Chair. 
John  Stanton,  Bailiff. 
W™  Jones  Calcott,  Mayor  Elect. 
W"  Harding,  Esq^  Bailiff  Elect. 
Alderman  Banner. 
„  Neilson. 

Agreeable  to  the  Motion  of  Adjournment  on  Friday  the  18^** 
ins^  M*"  Calcott  having  very  handsomely  agree'd  to  serve  the 
Office  of  Mayor  for  the  Peace  of  the  Town,  he  was  accordingly 
sworn  into  Office,  and  the  Insignia  of  Office  delivered  to  him. 

M*"  William  Harding  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of  Town's 
Bailiff  for  the  ensuing  year.  M**  Ashton  Blackburn  (by  his 
Proxy,  M"'  Alderman  Neilson)  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of 
Mayor's  Bailiff  for  the  ensuing  year. 

M"*  Unsworth  sworn  Coroner. 

M'*  VV°*  Neilson,  Governor  of  the  Virgin  Islands. 

M**  Banner,  Ranger  of  the  Forests. 

M**  Stanton,  Lord  L^  of  the  County. 

The  usual  Custom  of  purchasing  the  nomination  of  a  Lady 
Patroness  being  thought  rather  below  the  dignity  of  this  Cor- 
poration, the  Mayor  was  requested  to  nominate  one,  when  he 
appointed 

Miss  Margaret  Backhouse. 

The  Mayor,  agreeable  to  usual  Custom,  paid  10/6,  and  the 
Bailiffs  5/-  each. 

It  was  ordered  in  Council  that  this  Corporation  do  adjourn 
on  Sunday  next  agreeable  to  annual  Custom  to  the  House  of 
George  Storey,  the  Bootle  Coffee  House,  &  that  Nelly  Barker 
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delivers  up  the  Records,  Regalia  &c.,  to  beconve>'ed  there,  when 
the  proper  Officers  are  sent  for  them  by  the  Mayor  or  his 
Deputy. 

Bootle,  Sunday  27**"  Octo'  1793. 

Present : 

Alderman  J.  Stanton,  D^  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Banner. 
Newsham. 
Bailiff  Harding. 
Burgess  Kitchin. 
„       Davenport 
„       Dodson. 

Bootle  3**  Nov*"  1793. 

No  Attendance. 

Bootle  10*''  Nov'  1793. 

Present : 

\V.  J.  Calcott,  Esq*",  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Stanton. 
Banner. 
M*"  Burgess  W°  Hadkinson. 
„         „        W.  West. 
A.  Dodson. 


»>         » 


The  British  Forces,  now  serving  on  the  Continent  under  the 
Command  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  being  likely 
to  undergo  a  severe  Winter's  Campaign,  it  was  this  day  unani- 
mously voted  that  this  loyal  Corporation  do  provide  100  Flannel 
Shirts  for  the  use  of  that  Army,  to  be  distributed  in  such  manner 
as  may  hereafter  be  fixed  upon  &  further  to  increase  the  Number 
according  to  the  Fund  that  may  be  raised  by  the  Corporation  for 
that  purpose. 
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Bootle  18'^  November  1793. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M"^  Bailiff  Ashton  Blackburn. 
M'-  Bailiff  William  Harding. 
Alderman  Cheshyre. 
Banner. 
Stanton. 
Neilson. 
M*"  Burgess  J.  Sibbald. 

J.  Blackburn. 
A.  Dodson. 
J.  Kirkman. 
R.  Kitchen. 
C  Allingham. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  were  afterwards  visited  by  M** 
John  Backhouse  ;  the  Afternoon  was  spent  with  that  Harmony  & 
Conviviality  which  has  always  distinguished  this  Corporation. 

The  Amount  of  the  Subscription  entered  into  on  Sunday  the 
10**'  ins'  for  supplying  the  Troops  serving  under  the  Duke  of 
York  with  Shirts,  &c*  was  this  day  announced  by  the  Committee 
to  be  ;{^ 1 20  15/-  and  they  have  not  a  doubt  but  it  will  be  con- 
siderably increased  ;  they  also  informed  the  Society'  that  100 
Shirts  are  now  ready  &  the  number  ordered  will  be  compleat  in 
a  few  days. 

M*"  Alderman  Neilson  has  proposed  M'  John  Backhouse  as  a 
proper  Person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  &  the 


»» 


»> 
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Mayor,  who  knew  him  to  be  a  Man  of  a  very  sedate  disposition, 
seconded  the  Alderman's  Motion  ;  he  was  therefore  unanimously 
admitted  and  took  the  Oath  in  the  true  British  Stile. 

M"*  Allingham  was  sworn  into  the  Office  of  Cotton  Broker. 

M*"  Chcshyre — Treasurer. 

M*"  Sibbald,  S. — Stationer. 

M*"  Zuill — Collector  of  Land  Tax. 

M^  Blackburn — Committee  Man  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Borough. 

M**  Kirkman — Inspector  of  Cotton  Works. 

M**  Bailiff  Blackburn  also  took  the  Oath  of  Office,  having 
been  absent  until  this  dav. 

Rksolved  unanimously— that  the  Thanks  of  this  Cor- 
poration be  voted  to  those  Gentlemen,  not  r"reemen,  who  have 
so  generously  contributed  to  the  Fund  entered  into  &  that 
M^  Fawcett  be  presented  with  the  freedom  of  this  Corporation. 

Resolved  unanlmouslv— that  the  Shirts  &c  furnished  by 
this  Society  for  the  use  of  the  Army  on  the  Continent  be  pre- 
sented to  Colonel  Tarlcton,  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  a  manner 
as  he  thinks  proper  amongst  the  Troops,  and  that  the  Mayor 
writes  to  Colonel  Tarleton  with  the  resolves  of  the  Society  re- 
questing his  Answer  by  return  of  Post. 

Bootle  24*^  Nov**  1793. 

Present : 

Alderman  Banner,  in  the  Chair. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Stanton. 
W.  Unsworth. 
M**  Burgess  A.  Dodson. 

E.  Newsham. 
J.  Kirkman. 
Allingham. 
J.  Newsham. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 
M""  Burgess  Kitchen  &  M**  Burgess  W"*  Unsworth,  Jun*",  and 
spent  the  Afternoon  with  the  usual  Harmony. 
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Bootle  I"'  December  1793. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Stanton. 
„  Neilson. 

M*"  Burgess  Kirkman. 

Dodson. 
Kitchen. 


Bootle  8'*^  DecemV  1793. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  W™  Neilson. 
E.  Banner. 
W"  Unsworth. 
J.  Stani"flja 
Rob^  Kitchen. 
A.  Dodson. 
W°*  Hadkinson. 
J  a'  Rawlins. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  pleasant  Afternoon 
On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  M*"  Burgess  Rawlins  was  resworn 
into  his  quondam  Office  of  Collector  of  the  Customs  in  the 
Island  of  S*  Christopher's,  he  having  fulfilled  that  Office  to  the 
intirc  satisfaction  of  this  Corporation. 

Resolved  unanimously — That  the  freedom  of  this  Cor- 
poration be  presented  to  M*"  William  Hillary  for  his  generous 
contribution  to  the  fund  for  supplying  the  Army  with  Flannel 
Shirts,  &c.,  also  to  M*"  John  Gore  for  his  attention  to  this  business. 

Bootle  15**'  Dec''  1793. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Banner. 
„         Neilson. 


\ 
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Burgess  Hadkinson. 
„        Kirkman. 
„        Allingham. 
„        T.  Newsham. 

W"  Harding,  Bailiff. 


Bootle  22"*  Decem""  1793. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Banner. 


» 


)i 
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Unsworth. 
Stanton. 


The  above  Gentlemen,  tho  few  in  nun>bcr,  spent  the  After- 
noon in  the  most  comfortable  manner. 


Bootle  29^**  Decem*"  1793. 

Present  : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  W"  Neilson. 

„         J.  Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  A.  Dodson. 

The  Ma}'or,  Aldermen  &  Burgess  Dodson  dined  together  & 
were  visited  afterwards  by  M"*  I^urgcss  J.  I^lackstock,  when  they 
spent  a  vcr\'  pleasant  afternoon. 

Agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  this  Society  the  Mayor  re- 
mitted to  Colonel  Tarleton  One  hundred  Guineas,  to  be  paid 
M"^  Devaynes,  the  Chairman  of  the  London  Committee,  to  be 
applied  in  such  manner  as  may  be  thought  proper  for  the  use 
of  the  Troops  under  the  Command  of  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York. 

N.H.--500  Flannel  Shirts  were  sent  agreeable  to  Col.  Tarle- 
ton's  directions  prior  to  this. 
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Bootle  S"»  Jan^  1794- 

Present :  After  Dinner  : 

The  Mayor.  Burgess  W.  Miller. 

Alderman  Neilson.  „        J.  Blackburn.. 

Burgess  Dodson.  „        James  Ansdell. 

Bootle  12***  Jany  1794. 

Present : 

Alderman  Banner,  in  the  Chair. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
M""  Burgess  Cartwright. 

A.  Dodson. 


»»         ♦» 

»>         »> 


R  Kitchen. 
R.  Frith. 


»» 
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Bootle  19*^  J  any  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Banner. 
Stanton. 
Neilson. 
M*"  Burgess  Tho"  Cartwright. 

Will™  Matthews. 
John  Blackstock. 
Stranger : 

M"^  Samuel  Clough. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  agreeable  After- 
noon. M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Cartwright  very  gravely  rose  from 
his  Seat  and  proposed  M'  Samuel  Clough  as  a  proper  Person  to 
become  a  Burgess  of  this  Ancient  and  Loyal  Corporation,  which 
being  seconded  by  the  Mayor  the  usual  Oath  was  administered, 
and  his  Name  enrolled  amongst  the  Ancient  Burgesses, 

M"*  Burgess  W™  Matthews  was  resworn  into  his  quondam 
lucrative  Office  of  Cooper,  Hooper  &  Powder  Keg  maker  to  this 
Corporation. 

E  E 
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M*"  Thomas    Cartwri^ht  was    also  continued   in  his  former 
Office  of  Navy  Contractor  to  the  Corporation. 

Bootle  26^^  Jan^  1794. 

Present : 

Alderman  Banner. 

„  Neilson. 

Burgess  Newsham. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  afternoon. 

Bootle  2"**  February  1794. 

Present : 

W™  Neilson,  Esq^  in  the  Chair. 
Alderman  New-sham. 
Burgess  W"  Rigg. 


»> 


W°»  West. 
„        A.  Dodson. 

Bootle  9*''  Fely*  1 794. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Newsham. 
Unsworth. 
Banner. 
Stanton. 
Burgess  Had  kin  son. 
„        Watson. 
Dodson. 

Bootle  1 6**'  Feb-'  1794. 

l^ad  day — nobody  attended  at  the  Corporation. 

liootle  23*'  Fcly  1794. 

No  attendance,  the  Mayor  being  indisposed. 
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Bootle  2"**  March  1794. 

Present  : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

Banner. 

Neilson. 

Stanton. 
Burgess  A.  Dodson. 


J  • 


Bootle  9^*'  March  1794. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

Neilson. 

Banner. 

Stanton. 
M*-  Bailiff  Harding. 
M*"  Burgess  A.  Dodson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 
M**  Burgess  James  Ansdell,  &  the  Afternoon  was  spent  with 
that  Harmony  which  always  attends  this  Society. 


Bootle  ID***  March  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Banner. 

„         Stanton. 

„         Neilson. 
Burgess  A.  Dodson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  were  afterwards  visited  by  M*"  Bur- 
gess John  Backhouse,  and  passed  the  Afternoon  with  that 
Harmony  they  usually  do. 

K  £  2 
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Bootle  23^  March  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  W"  Neilson. 
E.  Banner. 
J.  Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  A.  Dodson. 

Kirkman. 


II 


«t 


II  n 


All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  Afternoon 

Bootle  30*^  March  1794- 

Present : 

M*"  Burgess  Kirkman. 
„         „         Allingham. 

Bootle  6'*^  April  1 794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  H.  Newsham. 

„         E.  Banner. 

„         W.  Neilson. 

„      •   J.  Stanton. 
M--  Bailiff  Ashton  Blackburn. 
M**  Burgess  A.  Dodson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  drank  their  Wine  with  the 
greatest  Harmony  ;  they  were  afterwards  visited  by  M^  Burgess 
John  Backhouse  &  M**  Fawcctt.  M*"  Fawcett,  from  his  gene- 
rous Subscription  to  this  Corporation  for  supplying  the  British 
Troops  on  the  Continent  with  Flannel  Shirts,  &c*,  was  at  that 
time  presented  with  the  honorary  freedom  of  the  Corporation,  and 
this  day  being  the  first  time  he  has  visited  the  Borough,  he  took 
the  Oath  &  was  enrolled  agreeable  to  ancient  Custom,  which 
Oath  he  drank  ctt  in  two  tips. 

M*"  Burgess   Backhouse  was  sworn   in  a  Common  Council 
Man  &  took  the  usual  Oath. 
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Bootle  13^^  April  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M"^  Alderman  Newsham. 
„  „  E.  Banner. 

W"*  Neilson. 


J.  Stanton. 
M'  Burgess  John  Sibbald. 
„         „         W.  Hadkinson. 

A.  Dodson. 

Rob*  Jackson. 

Edw**  Newsham. 


11         I) 
I)         »> 


All  of  whom  dined,  iho'  not  together ;  the  two  last  named  Bur- 
gesses, coming  to  the  Borough  late,  dined  in  another  Room,  & 
afterwards  visited  the  Council  Chamber,  when  the  Afternoon 
was  spent  with  the  usual  Conviviality. 

Bootle  20*^  April  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 

„  „         Neilson. 

„  „         W.  Unsworth. 

„  „         Banner. 

„  „         Stanton. 

M*"  Burgess  W.  Davenport. 

„         „         A.  Dodson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  After- 
noon. 

Bootle  2y^  April  1794- 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*^  Alderman  Newsham. 
„  „         Stanton. 
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M'  Burgess  T.  Newsham. 
„  „        W.  Davenport. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  After- 
noon. 

M*"  Mayor  paid  One  Bottle  of  Wine  which  he  lost  to  M"* 
Alderman  Xewsham  ujxjn  the  Question,  whether  the  Waiter 
had  been  a  Voyage  or  Vo>'ages  at  Sea  in  the  Capacity  of  a 
Seaman. 

Bootle  4***  May  1 794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M""  Alderman  Xeilson. 
„  Stanton. 

M*"  Burgess  W.  Davenport. 

W.  Hadkinson. 
Thomas  Newsham. 
„        John  Blackstock. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  &  and  were  afterwards  visited  by 
M*"  Burgess  W;  Matthews  ;  the  Afternoon  was  spent  with  the 
utmost  hilarity. 

M*"  Mayor  paid  One  Bottle  of  Wine  which  he  wagered 
with  M^  J.  Blackstock,  whether  Major  Spencer  was  in  the  i** 
Dragoons  or  the  3*^  Dragoon  Guards.  M*"  Neilson  also  paid  the 
same  to  M""  Blackstock. 

M^  Stanton  wagered  M"*  Xeilson  One  Bottle  of  Wine  that 
M*"  Tho**  Blackburn  succeeded  M^  Renshaw  at  S'  George's  Church 
in  preference  to  M*"  Roughsedgc.     M**  Neilson  lost  the  Toss. 

M*"  Matthews  laid  M''  Mayor  the  above  Wager.  M*"  Mayor 
won  the  Toss.  The  Wagers  were  all  jxiid  &  were  appropriated 
to  the  Expenses  of  the  Day. 

At  a  Council  held  this  day  it  was  unanimously  ordered  that 
M*"  Storey  do  send  the  Regalia  of  this  ancient  &  loyal  Corpo- 
ration to  the  House  of  Nelly  Barker  at  Sephton,  and  that  it  be 
carefully  deposited  in  the  Council  Chamber  there  prior  to  this  day 
week.     This  Order  not  being  fulfilled,  M^  Storey  will  be  subject 
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to  such  Fine,  Imprisonment  &c.  as  the  Mayor  and  Council  shall 
deem  fit  to  inflict.  It  was  therefore  unanimously  ordered  that 
this  Corporation  do  adjourn  to  the  aforesaid  House  of  Nelly 
Barker  at  Sephton  on  Sunday  the  1 1*'*  May  insS  there  to  con- 
tinue untill  the  first  Sunday  after  S*  Luke's  day  next. 

Sephton  1 1  ^^^  May  1 794. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  meeting  at  the  ancient 
Borough,  agreeable  to  notice  given  at  Bootle  the  4***  insS  the 
following  Members  attended  : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  Neilson. 
„  „         Stanton. 

Lickbarrow. 


»  >i 


M""  Burgess  Porter. 

All  of  whom  partook  of  Dinner  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  After- 
noon, altho'  the  Council  Chamber  was  rather  damp. 

N.B. — M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow  came   when    Dinner  was 
nearly  over. 

Sephton  i8th  May  1794. 

Present  : 

M*"  Burgess  Porter — Solus. 

N.B. — M"^  Mayor  paid  7  short  Dinners. 

Sephton,  25***  May,  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
„  „  Stanton. 

M"^  Burgess  Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  were  after  dinner  visited  by 
M"^  Burgess  Miller,  &  the  Evening  concluded  with  the  utmost 
Harmony. 

M**  Mayor  paid  four  short  Dinners. 
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The  Church  Wardens  &  Constables,  agreeable  to  ancient 
custom,  ordered  the  Corporation  Church  Ringers  to  perform 
\}i\€\x  annual  Feats  in  ^(t  Bellfrey —\ihity  accordingly  exhibited 
the  Grand  .  .  .  Bob,  on  their  four  Bells,  &  the  Mayor  re- 
warded them  agreeable  to  their  Deserts. 

Sephton  i"  June  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  Newsham. 
„  „  Lickbarrow. 

Stanton. 


I)  )) 


M""  Burgess  A.  Dodson. 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

N.B. — The  Mayor  paid  for  two  short  dinners  2/- 


Sephton  8"*  June  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Banner. 
Neilson. 
Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  Cha'  Eyes. 

J.  Newsham. 
„        Porter. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  happy  day. 

Sephton  15*^  June  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
Banner. 
Lickbarrow. 
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M""  Burgess  Cha"  Eyes. 

Porter. 
„       Dodson. 
Visitor  : 

M*^  D.  Davies. 

Sephton  22**  June  1794. 

Present : 

Alderman  Stanton,  D''  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
„  Banner. 

M*"  Burgess  A.  Dodson. 

Porter. 


»»  »» 


Sephton  29'**  June  1794. 

Present : 

Alderman  Stanton,  Dep^  Mayor. 
„         Newsham. 
„         Banner. 
„         Neilson. 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 
„         „        A.  Dodson. 
I,  I,         xi#.  X  arr. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  after- 
noon. 

On  the  motion  of  M*"  Alderman  Neilson,  M*"  Burgess  Parr 
was  sworn  into  the  important  Office  of  Solicitor  General  to  this 
Corporation,  and  the  usual  Oath  was  administered. 

Sephton  6*^  July  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor 
Alderman  Newsham, 

„         Stanton, 
M'  Burgess  Porter,  were  the  whole  attendance 
this  Day. 
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Sephton  13***  July  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor 
M*"  Alderman  Stanton. 
M*"  Solicitor  Edw**  Parr. 
M**  Burgess  Porter. 
„         „        A.  Dodson. 

Sephton  20*^  July  1794. 

Present : 

M'^  Burgess  Porter. 

Sephton  27***  July  1794. 

Present : 

M**  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

Sephton  3**  Aug^  1794. 

Present : 

M""  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

Sephton  10***  Aug*  1794- 

Present : 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
„  „  Newsham. 

M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

Sephton  17*^  Aug*  1794. 

Present  : 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

„  „  Newsham. 

M""  Burgess  Porter. 
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Sephton  24*^  Aug*  1 794. 

Present : 

M*"  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 

„  „  Newsham. 

M**  Burgess  Porter. 

Cobhain. 


>»         »♦ 


Sephton  31**  Aug*  1794. 

Present : 

M**  Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

Sephton  f^  Sepf  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Stanton. 

„  Lickbarrow. 

Burgess  Dodson. 
„        Porter. 

Sephton  14***  Sept*"  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Stanton. 
Lickbarrow. 
Neilson. 
Banner. 
Burgess  Porter. 

T.  Cartwright 


»» 

»» 
>> 
»» 


M-^  W°»  Rigby, 
Thrasycles  Clarke 


[  Strangers. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  pleasant  Afternoon, 
tho'  disturbed  no  little  by  the  ancient  Alderman  Lickbarrow, 
who  was  obliged  to  retire  to  repose  at  about  \  past  five  O'Clock. 


428  SEFTON 

M*^  Alderman  Stanton  proposed  M'  Rigby,  &  M'  Alderman 
Neilson  M'  Clarke,  both  being  seconded  they  were  admitted  and 
took  the  Oath  in  good  Stile. 

Sephton  2i»*  Sept'  1794. 

Present : 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
Burgess  Porter. 

Sephton  28*^  Sept'  1794. 

Present : 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
Burgess  Porter. 

Sephton  5***  Octo'  1794. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor 
Alderman  Neilson. 

„         Banner. 

„         Stanton. 

„         Lickbarrow. 
M'  Burgess  Porter. 

The  Mayor  this  day  paid  all  his  arrears  for  short  Dinners  to 
this  time,  VizS  £2  16. 

Sephton  12**^  Octo'  1794. 

Present : 

Alderman  Lickbarrow. 
M'  Burgess  A.  Dodson. 

Sephton  18*'^  Oct'  1794. 

Present : 

Alderman  Stanton,  Dep  Mayor. 
Alderman  Neilson. 
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Alderman  Banner. 

„         Lickbarrow. 
Bailiff  W"  Harding. 
Burgess  Astley. 

• 

This  being  the  Festival  of  St.  Luke,  when  a  Mayor  is  always 
chosen  agreeable  to  ancient  Custom,  M'  Alderman  Stanton,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  nominated  M""  Burgess  Astley  as  a 
proper  Person  to  succeed  him  in  that  important  Office,  which 
was  unanimously  approved  of ;  he  was  therefore  duly  elected 
&  was  carried  round  the  Liberties,  amidst  the  Acclamations  of 

a  Multitude  of  Burgesses. M*"  W"*  Hadkinson  was  elected 

Mayor's  Bailiff  &  M'^  John  Blackstock  Town's  Bailiff. 

N.B. — The  Officers  to  be  sworn  in  at  Bootle  on  Sunday  the 
26*^  inst,  to  which  place  this  Court  is  adjourned,  and  the  Regalia 
ordered  to  be  sent  there  under  a  strong  Guard  prior  to  that 
time. 

The  Mayor  nominated  MiSS  Matilda  Woodville  Lady 
Patroness  during  his  Mayoralty. 


Bootle  2&^  Oct'  1794. 

This  day,  according  to  annual  Custom,  the  Antient  loyal 
Corporation  of  Sephton  assembled  in  the  Council  Chamber 
agreeable  to  adjournment  at  the  Mansion  House,  Sephton,  when 
the  following  Members  attended  : 

James  Astley,  Esq**,  Mayor. 
Alderman  Sam*  Cheshyre. 

W™  Neilson. 

John  Stanton. 

Edward  Banner. 
Bailiffs  W™  Hadkinson  &  John  Blackstock. 
Burgess  And^  Dodson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  &  after  the  usual  Toasts  were 
drank,  the  Mayor,  Bailiffs  &  Burgesses  were  sworn  into  their 
respective  Offices. 

On   the   Motion   of  Alderman   Neilson,  seconded    by  his 


f 


f 


\ 


\ 
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Worshipful  the  Mayor  &  unanimously  carried,  it  was  resolved  that 
no  more  than  two  Bottlas  of  Madeira  Wine  shall  hereafter  be 
allowed,  &  any  Person  calling  for  other  Wine  than  Port  shall 
pay  the  difference. 

The  following  were  sworn  into  their  Lucrative  Offices : 

Alderman  Cheshyre,  as  Treasurer. 

„  Banner. — Ranger  of  the  Forests. 

„  Stanton. — Governor  of  the  — 

„         Neilson. — Governor  of  the  Virgin  Islands. 

Burgess  Dodson. — Receiver  of  the  Dock  dues. 

The  usual  Oath  was  duly  administered  and  drank  in  a  very 
distinguished  manner,  after  which  the  Mayor,  agreeable  to 
antient  Custom,  paid  his  10/6,  and  the  Bailiffs  5/3  each. 

Bootle  9***  Nov""  1794. 

Present  : 

James  Astley,  Esq*",  Mayor. 
Alderman  John  Stanton. 
Tho*  Newsham. 
Edward  Banner. 
Burgess  And'*'  Dodson. 
Bailiffs  Hadkinson  &  Blackstock. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  passed  a  very  agreeable  After- 
noon. 

Alderman  Thomas  Newsham  was  sworn  into  the  very  lucra- 
tive Office  of  Vintner. 

Bootle  30^*^  Nov**  1794. 

Present : 

Aldprman  Edward  Banner,  in  the  Chair. 
„  John  Stanton. 

„  Newsham. 

Bailiffs  Hadkinson  &  Blackstock. 
Stranger  : 

Mr  w-  Farrcll. 
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All  of  whom  dined  together,  &,  it  is  needless  to  add,  spent  a  very 
agreeable  Afternoon. 

They  were  afterwards  visited  by  their  worthy  Mayor,  James 
Astley,  Esq*". 

Bailiff  Blackstock  proposed  M**  W°*  FarrcU  to  become  a 
Member  of  this  Society,  which  being  seconded  (the  Recorder  did 
not  know  by  whom,  each  Alderman  &  Burgess  being  so  very 
solicitous  of  the  honor)  he  was  admitted,  and  drank  the  accus- 
tomed Oath  in  Ale,  in  a  manner  that  testified  his  Sense  of  the 
favor  conferred  on  him. 


Bootle  14^*^  Dec*"  1794. 

By  adjournment  from  30***  November  1794. 

Present : 

James  Astley,  Esq*",  Mayor. 
Alderman  Edward  Banner. 
„  William  Neilson. 

„  William  Jones  Calcott. 

„         John  Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  John  Sibbald. 

Thomas  Newsham. 
„        John  Allingham. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  James  Blair. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  spent  a  very  agreeable  After- 
noon. 

M*"  Alderman  Neilson  proposed  M**  James  Blair  as  a  proper 
person  to  become  a  member  of  this  Corporation,  which  being 
seconded  by  the  Mayor,  the  Usual  Oath  was  administered,  which 
he  took  without  hesitation  at  four  Tips. 

James  Blair,  Merchant  Demirara  28"*  December  1794. 

N.B. — M**  Blair  paid  the  admission  fee  to  the  Mayor,  10/6. 

[A  gap  of  4^  months  of  which  no  mention  is  made  or 
notice  taken.] 
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Sephton  17^*"  May  1795. 

This  day  the  Ancient  and  Loyall  Corporation  met  at  the 
mansion  house,  agreeable  to  annual  Custom,  when  the  following 
Company  attended,  viz  : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Stanton. 

„  W.  J.  Calcott 

Burgess  T.  Newsham. 
„        George  Dodson. 

All  of  whom  dined   together  and  spent  a  very  Pleasant  after- 
noon. 

N.B. — M**  Alderman  Calcott  paid  his  arreares  for  short 
Dinners  during  his  Mayoralty,  &  the  Mayor  three  short  dinners 
for  this  day. 

Sephton  24  May  1795. 

Present  : 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Chesshyre. 

Banner. 

Neilson. 

Stanton. 

Calcott. 
M*"  Burgess  Blackburn. 

„         „         Porter. 
Bailiff  Hadkinson. 

Sephton  7  June  1795. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

„  Chesshyre. 

„  Stanton. 

„  Calcott. 

„  Neilson. 

M""  Burgess  E.  Cobham. 


>> 


i» 


♦» 


n 
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All  of  whom   dined   together   and   spent  a  very  tranquil  after- 
noon. 

Agreeable  to  annual  Custom  the  Bells  were  rung  on  the 
Mayor's  first  appearance  at  Churchy  and  the  ringers  having  per- 
formed Crown  Bobb  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  worship,  he  amply 
rewarded  them,  &  Recommended  them  to  get  themselves  perfect 
in  the  tripple  Crown  Bob  Major,  agains  the  arrival  of  any  good 
News  from  our  fleets  or  armies. 

N.B. — Xo  meeting  at  Sephton  from  the  7^**  June  to  this  26 
July  1795,  when  there  were  present  : 

Edward  Banner,  Esq**,  D.  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  Xeilson. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 

J.  Stanton. 
M*"  Bailiff  Hadkinson. 
M*"  Burgess  Joseph  Lowe. 

Porter. 


»» 


»> 


0 


All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  tranquil  afternoon. 

N.B. — No  attendance  from  the  26   July  to  this  16^*'  August, 
when  the  following  Members  attended,  viz' : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  W.  Neilson. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 

S.  Chesshyre. 

J.  Stanton. 

M*"  Burgess   John   Backhouse,  all  of  whom 

dined  together   &  spent   the  afternoon   with  their  accustomed 

conviviallity. 

M""   John   Backhouse  wagers   M**   R*^  Weston     Neilson    one 

dozen  of  Wine  that  M^  R"*  Weston  kills  (say  bags  more  Game) 

on  the  I"'  Sep**  than  M*'  Banner  does,  provided  they  both  go  out 

on  that  day. 

(John  Backhouse. 
Signed  I  ^..j,j^^.,^^^ 

Attested  by  the  Mayor. 


August  23,  1795. 

No  attendance. 

Sephton,  August  30  1795. 
Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Aldermen 

„  Newsham. 

„  Neilson. 

„         Stanton. 
„  Chesshyre. 

„  Banner. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 
M'  Burgess  E.  Cobham. 
„        „        Geo.  Metcalfe. 
„         „        Porter. 
M' Bailiff  W.  Hadkinson. 
Stranger : 

M'  William  Heathcote. 

M""  Alderman  Calcott  rose  from  his  Seat  &  after  a  most 
eloquent  speech  proposed  M""  Heathcote  as  a  proper  Person  to 
become  a  Member  of  this  ancient  &  Loyal  Corporation,  which 
motion  being  unanimously  agreed  to  the  Oath  was  administered, 
which  he  took  at  One  Tip. 

M''  Alderman  Calcott  then  moved  that  M""  George  Metcalfe 
be  continued  in  his  office  of  Governor  of  Bottany  Bay,  he  having 
hitherto  fulfilled  it  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  Corporation, 
&  that  the  Treasurer  be  ordered  to  pay  all  arrears  due  to  him  to 
this  time.  This  motion  of  the  Alderman's  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  &  the  usual  Oath  admini.ster'd. 

M''  Stanton  lays  M'  Cobham  one  dozen  of  wine  that  M'  Neil- 
son  is  heavier  than  M"'  Metcalfe. 


Sephton  6  September  1795. 
No  attendance. 
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Sephton  13  September  1795. 

Present  : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
„  Neilson. 

„  Banner. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 
J.  Stanton. 
Burgess  Cartwright. 

Sephton  20  Sep**  '95. 

Present : 

Burgess  Porter,  solus. 

Sephton  27**".     No  attendance. 
Sephton  4  Octo*".         Do. 

Sephton  1 1  Do. 

Present : 

Burgess  Porter. 

Sephton  the  iS^*'  Octo*'  1795. 

Present  : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Aldermen 

Sam^  Chesshyre. 
Edward  Banner. 
John  Stanton. 
Will.  Neilson. 
Will.  Jones  Calcott. 
M*-  Bailiff  W.  Hadkinson. 
M*"  Burgess  Tho"  Newsham. 

James  Taylor. 
—  Clarke 


All  of  whom  dined   together  &  were  afterwards  visited  by  M*" 

K  F  2 
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Burgess  Lowe  &  M'  Richard  Dobb,  Stranger  ;  M'  Constable 
Darran  also  made  his  appearance. 

This  day  being  the  Feast  of  S*  Lul<e,  when  agreeable  to 
Charter,  the  Officers  for  the  ensuing  Year  are  to  be  chosen, 
M""  Mayor  rose  in  his  Seat  and  intimated  that  the  Council  at 
iheir  last  meeting  had  fixed  upon  M'  ElijahCobhamasa  proper 
Person  to  fill  the  Magisterial  Chair,  but  the  Carpenters  being 
averse  to  the  proceedings  of  Council,  came  in  a  body  with  Drums, 
Colours,  &c.,  &  insisted  upon  M''  Thomas  Newsham  being  Mayor 
for  the  ensuing  Year.  The  Peace  of  the  Town  being  a  principal 
object  with  M''  Cobham,  he  declined  the  contest,  &  M'  Tho* 
Newsham  was  duly  elected  &  took  the  accustomed  Oath. 

N.B. — Prior  to  swearing  the  Mayor  into  Office,  M'  Tho' 
Newsham  proposed  M'  Rich''  Dobb  a  proper  Person  to  become 
a  Member  of  this  Society,  being  secconded  by  M'  Burgess  Taylor, 
he  was  admitted  &  drank  his  Ale  gallantly  at  one  Tip, 

M''  James  Taylor  was  proposed  by  the  worshipful  the  Mayor 
as  his  Bailiff  for  the  ensuing  Year,  who  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved of,  &  the  usual  Oath  administered. 

M'  Alderman  Chesshyre  propo.sed  M""  Robert  Jackson  as 
Town's  Bailiff,  which  was  secconded  by  M'  Hadkinson  ;  he  was 
approved  of  &  the  Oath  was  ordered  to  be  administered  on 
his  first  appearance  at  the  Borough. 

M''  Alderman  Asttcy  sworn — Coroner. 
M"'  Chesshyre— 

„    W.  J,  Calcott — Receiver  of  the  Land  Tax, 

„    W.  Neilson— 

„    T.  Stanton — 

„    W.  Hadkinson — 

„    Jo"  Lowe — 

„    Edw"  Banner — 

„    Edward   Darran — 

All  took  the  usual  Oaths  on  being  continued  in  their  former 
Offices. 

M''  —  Clarke  was  appointed  Surgeon  to  the  Army  for  this 
Corporation,  and  took  the  Oath. 

The  Mayor,  agreeable  to  ancient  custom,  paid  Ten  Shillings 
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and  Sixpence  on  his  admission,  &  the  Baih'ffs  Five  Shillings 
&  Three  Pence  each. 

M*"  Mayor  nominated  MiSS  MARTHA  PICKERING  for  Lady 
Patroness  during  his  Mayoralty,  whose  health  was  drank  in  a 
stile  that  did  them  credit. 

The  usual  Ceremony  of  carrying  the  Mayor  round  the 
Church  took  place,  &  it  being  Sunday,  the  Cathedral  Band 
preceded  the  Procession,  and  played  the  old  Loyal  Tunc  of 
God  Save  the  King,  which  concluded  the  Evening. 

Sephton,  October  25***  1795- 

Present : 

His  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Bailiff  J.  Taylor. 
Burgess  Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  with  the  greatest  Composure  upon  a  fine 
Hare  (sent  by  the  Constable  Darran)  &  the  following  Dishes  : 

Roast  Goose. 
Jibblet  Pye. 

Ribs  of  Beef  %  Potatoes. 
Puddings,  Tarts  &*^  &^ 

After  drinking  the  usual  Toasts,  his  Worship  gave  Directions 
that  the  Regalia  should  be  removed  to  Bootle  (under  a  strong 
Guard)  according  to  Annual  Custom. 

At  Bootle  the  i"*  Nov*"  1795. 

Agreeable  to  ancient  Custom  &  the  order  of  Council  on  Sunday 
last  at  Sephton — din'd  here  this  Day. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Alder"  H.  Newsham. 
Strangers  : 

M**  Ralph  Lowe. 
„    J*  Bolt. 

It  being  an  exceeding  wet  day  &  so  few  of  the  Burgesses 
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attend*^,  the  admitting  the  above  Strangers  to  their  Freedom 
was  postponed  to  another  day. 

At  Bootle  8  Nov''  1795. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Bailiff — R.  Jackson. 
Treasurer — Cheshyre. 
Alderman — H.  Newsham. 
Attorney  General — E.  Newsham. 

M*"  Hen^  Byrom  was  propos'd  by  the  Treasurer  and  seconded 

by  Bailiff  Jackson  to  be  a  Member  of  this  Corporon. ;  elected 
accordingly,  and  took  the  Oath  in  a  pint  of  Ale  out  of  the  Mace. 

M**  Bailiff  Jackson  also  took  the  Oath  of  Office  out  of  the 
Mace. 

E.  Newsham  was  requested  to  accept  of  and  be  sworn  into 
his  Office  of  Attorney  General,  and  took  the  usual  Oath  on  the 
Occasion. 

Alderman  Newsham  was  proposed  by  Treasurer  Cheshyre 
to  be  the  Receiver  General  of  the  Customs,  seconded  by  the 
Mayor,  and  took  the  Oath  accordingly. 

This  Day  the  Mayor  and  Gentlemen  din'd  together,  hav*  an 
excellent  Dinner.  After  drinking  the  usual  Toasts  and  the 
Health  of  General  Clairfait  Wormser  c^,  the  Day  passed  in  great 
Con  vial  lity,  and  particularly  on  Acco^  of  the  .success  of  the 
Auslrians  against  the  French. 

At  a  Publick  Meeting  call'd  by  the  Mayor  at  the  request  of 
a  great  Bod\'  of  the  Freemen,  to  address  His  Majesty  upon  his 
late  preservation  from  the  dangerous  Attack  against  his  Majesty's 
Person  when  going  to  perform  the  most  solemn  Act  of  the  Con- 
stitution, his  attendance  at  the  House  of  Lords  to  pronounce  the 
Laws  of  this  Kingdom. 

It  was  attended  by  an  Astonishing  Number  of  the  Gent", 
Clergy,  Merchants,  Tradesmen,  c^  c*.  of  the  Town  and  the  Cor- 
poration of  Sefton. 

A  Common  Council  was  call'd  for  the  purpose  of  Addressing 
his  Majesty  by  his   Loyal  Subjects  of  Sefton,  expressing   their 
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Happiness  for  his  Recovery  from  the  late  desperate  Attack 
made  upon  his  Majesty  in  his  Way  to  the  House  of  Parliament. 
And  it  was  ordered  for  the  Corporation  Seal  to  be  affixed  to  the 
Address,  And  the  Mayor  of  Sefton  to  Attend  in  London  to  pre- 
sent the  Addresses  the  next  Levee  Day  to  his  Majesty. 

At  Bootle  Nov*"  IS**"  1795. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Bailiff  Taylor. 

Burgess  Ja'  Ansdell. 
Strangers : 

M'  Ralph  Lowe. 

M*"  Jn«  Boult. 

Who  dined  together  in  the  old  Council  Room,  the  Mayor  judging 
it  would  be  more  agreeable  for  a  small  Party.  The  usual  Toasts 
being  drank,  the  Mayor  (seconded  by  Bailiff  Taylor)  proposed 
M**  Ralph  Lowe  as  a  proper  person  to  become  a  Burgess  of  this 
loyall  Corporation.  M*"  Alderman  Newsham,  seconded  by  M** 
Burgess  Ansdell,  proposed  M*"  Jn**  Boult  also  as  a  proper  Person 
&  equally  worthy  of  the  Honor,  upon  which  the  Oath  was  ad- 
ministered, &  taken  by  the  Parties  at  two  Tips  each. 

M^  Ja"  Ansdell   was   sworn    into   the    antient   &    lucrative 
Office  of  Surveyor  General. 

Bootle  22^  Nov"*  1795. 

The  day  proving  excessive  Wet  prevented  the  Mayor  &  Cor- 
poration attending  at  the  Borough. 

Bootle  29^  Nov*"  1795. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Banner. 
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Burgess  E.  Ncwsham,  Att*  GeneH. 
„         John  Payne. 
Ralph  Lowe. 

All  of  whom  Dined  together,  and  spent  a  very  agreeable  After- 
noon. 

[Copy  of  a  printed  proclamation  pasted  in  the  Log- 
book, and  dated  in  handwriting,  Bootle,  Nov.  29.] 


BOOTLE   29^^   Nov    1795. 

TO  THE 

LOYAL  AND  PEACEABLE  INHABITANTS 

OF  LIVERPOOL. 

A  T  this  awful  and  motnentous  crisis  when  the  Friends  of 
Sedition^  Treason  and  Rebellion^  are  exerting  themselves  ivith 
indefatigable  zeal^  to  overturn  the  glorious  Fabric  of  our  Jiappy 
Constitution,  and  involve  our  Country  in  Anarchy  and  Ruin  : 
It  is  the  indispensible  duty  of  every  Man,  {who  describes  the 
name  of  an  Englishman)  to  oppose  with  all  his  ponder,  every 
attempt  {in  ivhatever  shape  or  manner  it  may  be  made,)  to  dis- 
turb the  established  Peace,  Harmony  and  Order  of  the  Nation. 
For  if  a  Revolution  should  take  Place,  which  is  the  undoubted 
A  im  of  all  Mock- Pat  riots.  Reformists,  and  pretended  Friends  of 
the  People,  consider  what  dreadful  consequences  ivould  ensue. 

All  the  dire  Calamities  and  Distresses  which  have  so  long 
lacerated  and  harrowed  the  bleeding  Bosom  of  Distracted  France ^ 
would  be  the  fate  of  England. —  The  good  and  virtuous  Part  of 
the  Community  would  be  sacrificed  to  gratify  the  envious  and 
sanguinary  Dis/^ositions  of  desperate  Faction :  Rape,  Devastation^ 
and  Murder  would  become  the  familiar  Tyrants  of  the  Land ; 
your  Wives,  Mothers,  and  D'rughters,  (unprotected  by  the  van- 
ijuished  Law,)  vcould  fall  Victims  to  the  brutality  of  lazuless 
Ruffians  ;  your  Property   would  be  seized  upon  by  triumphant 
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Robbers,  and  your  {once  Sacred)  Habitations  stormed — open 
MA  SSA  CRE  would  be  the  order  of  the  Day,  and  A  SSA  SSINA  - 
TION,  the  order  of  the  Night. —  The  Country  would  be  deluged 
with  the  Blood  of  its  Inhabitants^  Fathers^  BrotherSy  Sons,  Rela- 
tives, and  those  who  once  ivere  Friends  would  plunge  their 
J  lost  He  Daggers  in  each  others  Hearts. — Religion,  Morality,  Vir- 
tue, Humanity,  Truth,  Justice,  Honor,  Integrity,  Law,  Liberty,  and 
every  tiling  that  is  Valuable  among  Good  Men,  ivould  be  swallowed 
up  in  the  hungry  Vortex  of  popular  Commotion,  like  Tempest - 
shattered  Vessels  by  the  devouring  Sea.  —  Then  my  Friends  do  not, 
like  sluggish  Centinels,  sleep  upon  your  watch  ;  the  Enemy  are 
among  you  under  Friendship's  Mask,  tempting  you  Daily  to  undo 
yourselves — despise  their  Strategems,  and  let  them  see  that  honest 
freeborn  Englishmen,  taught  from  their  ififancy  to  fear  God, 
honor  their  King,  and  love  their  Country,  are  not  to  be  duped  or 
misled  by  the  specious  Artifices  of  designing,  desperate,  disappointed 
Men. 

GOD   SAVE   THE  KING, 

And  Prosperity  to  all  his  Peaceable  Subjects. 


Bootle  6***  Dec*"  1795. 

No  Attendance. 

Bootle  13^^  Dec**  1795. 

Present  : 

The  Worshipfull  the  Mayor. 

Burgess  Ralph  Lowe. 
„        Henry  Byrom. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  James  Wright. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  pleasant  Afternoon.  M"^ 
R.  Lowe  proposed  M*"  Ja"  Wright  as  a  proper  Person  to  become 
a  Member  of  this  Loyal  Corporation,  which  was  seconded  by  the 
Mayor.  He  was  unanimously  approv'd  &  took  his  Ale  off  at  one 
Tip. 
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M'  Henry  Byrom  lays  M'  Ja'  Wright  a  Rump  &  dozen  that 
He,  M'  H.  B.,  his  Married  before  M'  J.  W.,  J*  Wright 

Witness  Henry  Byrom. 

M'  Mayor,  James  Wright 

Ralph  Lowa 

Bootic  20"'  Dec'  1795. 

Present : 

Alderman  Newsham. 

Burgess  R'  Kitchen. 
After  dinner : 

Burgess  Ja'  Wright 
Strangers ; 

J  a'  Backop. 

Rich''  Swift 

Alderman  Newsham  propos'd  M'  Backope  as  a  proper  persor 
to  become  a  Member  of  this  Ancient  &  Loyal  Corporation 
which  being  seconded  by  Burgess  Kitchen,  he  was  duly  sworn  ir 
&  took  his  Ale  off  at  one  Tip.  Burgess  Ja'  Wright  propos'c 
M'  R.  Swift  to  be  a  Member  of  the  Corporation,  being  secondec 
by  Alder"  Newsham,  He  took  the  Oath  in  a  gallant  Stile.  An< 
spent  a  very  pleasant  Afternoon. 

Bootle  27'*'  Dec""  1795. 
Present  : 

The  Worshipfull  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 
Bui^cBS  R'  Kitchen. 

Bootic  3*  January  1796. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  U''  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

W.  J.  Calcott 
M'  Burgess  John  Hremiand. 

Who  dined  together  &  were  very  comfortable  over  their  Wine. 
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Bootle  io**»  Jan^  1796. 

Dark  Moon,  no  Attendance. 

Bootle  I7**»  Jan'^  1796. 

Present : 

The  Worshipfull  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Newsham. 

„         Banner. 
Burgess  Jn*  Boult. 
„         H^  Byrom. 
Stranger  after  Dinner : 
M*-  Geo.  Leigh. 

M^  Mayor  propos'd  M**  Leigh  as  a  proper  person  to  become 
a  Member  of  this  Ancient  &  Loyal  Corporation,  which  was 
seconded  by  Burgess  Boult,  &  drank  his  Ale  in  Style. 

At  Bootle  2d^^  Jan*  1796. 

Present : 

The  Worshipfull  the  Mayor. 
Burgess  J  a*  Wright. 
„         Jn*  Boult. 

who  drank  their  Wine  &  spent  a  pleasant  afternoon. 

Bootle  the  f^  F'eb    1796. 

Present : 

Bailiff  J.  Taylor. 

M*"  W™  Kerr,  Ancient  Burgess. 
Stranger : 

M'  A.  Blackie. 


Borough  and  Town) 
of  Sephton. 


rTo  Wit 


Whereas  our  late  Worthy  Mayor,  who  was  sworn  into 
the  Office  of  Mayor  of  This  Borough  and  Town  of  Sephton,  on 
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the  eighteenth  day  of  October  now  last  past,  for  one  whole  year 
thence  next  ensuing,  departed  t/iis  Office  between  eleven  and 
twelve  O'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  jesterday  the  seventh  day  o( 
February  Instant,  ti'liereby  the  Office  of  Mayor  of  this  Borough  ana 
Town  is  become  vacant :  Wr,  the  undersigned,  James  Taylor 
and  Robert  Jackson,  Bailiff's  of  the  said  Borough  and  Town  ol 
Scphton,  have  appointed,  and  do  hereby  appoint  Friday  the 
twelfth  diiy  of  l-'ebruary.  Ins',  at  Two  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoor 
at  the  Exchange  in  Rootle,  to  be  the  day,  time,  and  place  foi 
proceeding  to  the  Election  of  a  Mayor  of  this  Borough  and  Towr 
in  the  room  and  stead  of  the  said  late  Mayor,  during  the  rcsidut 
of  the  same  year,  at  which  said  intended  Election  all  the  Bur 
gesscs  of  the  said  Borough  and  Town  of  Scphtoti  are  requires 
to  attend.  Dated  this  eighth  day  of  February,  One  thousan< 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

Ja"  Taylor,        | 


At  Bootle  the  Twelfth  day  of  February  1796. 

Present : 

James  Taylor,     )  „         „  .,.„ 
i>   u    ^11  I-.sq",  Bai  10s. 

Robert  Jackson,  \      ^  ' 

Alderman  II.  Newsham. 
„  C  lies  shy  re. 

Astlcy. 
„  Stanton. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 
M'-  James  Ansdcll,        \ 
„   James  Wright, 
„    Henry  Byrom,  | 

„    Andrew  Dod.son, 
„   Jolin  noull,  Burgesses. 

„    Ralph  Lowe,  1 

„    Richard  Dobb, 
„    LaurcntKC  Hansen,! 

.Ml  of  whom  dined  together,  and  agreeable  to  proclamation  fro 
the  Bailiff's  notifying  the  departure  of  our  late  worthy  Mayi 
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from  his  Office  on  the  Seventh  Instant,  &  and  appoining  this 
day  for  the  Election  of  a  Successor  for  the  residue  of  the  Year, 
namely  untill  the  Feast  of  S'  Luke  next  ensuing.  M**  Bailiff 
Taylor  in  a  very  handsome  speech  recommended  M*"  Elijah 
Cobham  as  a  proper  Person  to  fill  the  vacant  office,  but  the 
Burgesses  without  were  very  clamorous  for  M**  William  Hadkin- 
son,  &  a  great  majority  appearing  in  his  favor  he  was  sent  for, 
&  conducted  in  a  Coach  to  the  Hustings  with  Colours  flying 
&  acclamations  of  joy  from  his  attendants.  On  his  arrival  he 
addressed  the  Burgesses,  in  a  short  speech,  was  sworn  into 
Office,  &  afterwards  drawn  home  by  the  Populace,  accompanied 
by  the  Bailiffs. 

N.B. — The  Mayor  elect  being  indisposed  M*"  Alderman 
Calcott  took  the  Oath  &  received  the  Wand  from  M*"  Alderman 
Astlcy. 

Borough  and  Town )  _ 

c  a     \.^  ^  lo  wit. 

of  bephton.         j 

We    the    Undersigned,  James  Astley,  Esq.,  and  Alderman 

James  Taylor  and   Robert  Jackson,  Bailiffs,  do  hereby  declare 

William  Hadkinson,  Esq.,  duly  returned   Mayor  for  the  residue 

of  the  Year,  namely,  untill  the  Feast  of  S^  Luke  next  ensuing, 

dated    this    Twelfth  day   of  February  One    Thousand    Seven 

Hundred  and  Ninety  Six. 

James  Astley. 

Ja"  Taylor. 

Rob^  Jackson. 
Bootle  14  Feb'  1796. 

Present : 

Aid"  Newsham. 
M*"  Burgess  Hanson. 


Bootle  2 1  "^  Feb^  1 796. 

Present  : 

The  Mayor. 
Aid"  Chesshyre. 
Newsham. 
M*"  Burgess  Ansdell. 


»» 
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After  Dinner : 

M^  Burgess  Wright. 

M*"  Mayor  Nominated 

Miss  Betsey  Clegge 

Lady  Patroness  for  the  Season. 

At  Bootle  the  2V^  Feb^  179O. 

Present : 

William  Hadkinson,  Esq"",  Mayor 
Alderman  H.  Newsham. 
Neilson. 
Chesshyre. 
Calcott. 
Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  James  Wright 
Strangers  : 

M"-  William  Skillhorn. 
„   John  Ribton. 
„   William  Terry. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  passed  a  ver>'  pleasant  after- 
noon, agreeable  to  ancient  custom. 

This  day  the  worshipful  the  Mayor  took  the  Oath  of  office 
and  received  the  Wand  from  Alderman  Calcott,  his  locum 
tenens. 

M''  Alderman  Xeilson  proposed  M*"  William  Skillhorn, 
M""  Alderman  Calcott  M'' John  Ribton,  and  M**  Alderman  Stanton 
M""  William  Terry  as  proper  Persons  to  become  Members  of  this 
ancient  Corporation,  and  they  being  approved  off  were  admitted 
and  took  the  Oath  in  a  very  handsome  Style. 

The  Mayor,  agreeable  to  ancient  custom,  paid  10/6  on  taking 
the  Oath  of  Office. 

From  the  very  ungentlemanlike  manner  which  James  Wright 
conducted  himself  this  afternoon  he  was  by  order  of  the  Mayor 
&  Company  present  expelled  the  Corporation  &  turned  out  of 
the  Council  Room. 
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At  Bootle  the  &^  March  1796. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

Aldermen 

Henry  Nevvsham. 
Will.  Neilson. 
W.  J.  Calcott. 
J.  Stanton. 
Tho*  Newsham. 

M*^  Edward  Newsham,   )  _ 

Tu  «.      n    *.     •  U4.  [Burgesses. 
„   Thomas  Cartwright,)        ^ 

Stranger : 

M*"  Robert  Lawson. 

Who  all  dined  together  in  the  old  Council  Room  &  were  very 
comfortable. 

On  the  motion  of  M^  Alderman  Calcott,  M*"  Robert  Lawson 
was  proposed  a  proper  Person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Cor- 
poration, which  being  secconded  by  the  Mayor,  he  was  admitted 
and  the  Freeman's  Oath  administered,  which  he  took  at  Six 
small  Tips, 

At  Bootle  13*^  March  1796. 

Present : 

Aid.  Newsham. 
Burgess  Lowe. 
„        Byrom. 
After  Dinner : 

M*-  Webb. 
„  Cummins. 

At  Bootle  20**"  Mar.  1796. 

Present : 

The  Mayor. 

Aid.  Chesshyre. 

M*"  Hanson. 
After  Dinner : 

Burgess  Cobham. 
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At  Bootlc  2J^^  March  1796. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  H.  Newsham. 
„         T.  Newsham. 
Burgess  John  Ribton. 
„        Lorentz  Hanson. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  Ja'*  Dickson. 

All  of  whom  din'd  together  and  spent  a  pleasant  Afternoon. 

M""  Burgess  Ribton  rose  in  his  seat  &  propos'd  M'  Ja* 
Dickson  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Ancient  Corporation, 
which  being  .seconded  by  Alderman  T.  Newsham  he  was  duly 
admitted  &  took  his  Ale  off  at  one  Tip  in  a  Gallant  Stile. 


At  Bootlc  the  3'*  April  1796. 

Present  : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M^  Alderman  H.  Newsham. 

Sam'  Chesshyre. 
John  Stanton 
W.  J.  Calcott 
James  Astley. 
Will.  Neilson. 
M^"  Bailiff  James  Taylor. 
M*'  Burgess  John  Ribton. 

James  Dickson. 
Laurentze  Hansen. 


\\\  of  whom  dined  together  &  passed  the  Afternoon  in  the  usual 
Stile,  so  very  consistent  with  the  Corporation. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  seccondcd  by  M""  Alderman 
Stanton,  M*'  Ribton  was  proposed  a  proper  Person  to  become 
Master  of  the  Rcvells. 

M'"  James  Dickson,  on  the  motion  of  M*"  Alderm  Stanton 
seccondcd  by  the  Mayor,  to  be  Doctor  of  Music  to  the  Corpora- 
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tion,  and  M*"  Laurentze  Hansen,  on  the  motion  of  Alderman 
Chesshyre  secconded  by  Alderman  Stanton,  to  fill  the  vacant 
office  of  Danish  Consul  to  the  Corporation,  all  of  which  appoint- 
ments being  approved  off  the  usual  Oath  was  administered  to 
each,  &  they  were  duly  admitted  to  fill  the  respective  Offices 
during  the  present  Mayoralty. 

Bootle  the  10^**  April  1796. 

Neither  the  Mayor,  Common  Council,  or  any  of  the  Burgesses 
attended. 

At  Bootle  the  17***  April  1796. 

Present  : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  H.  Newsham. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 
John  .Stanton. 
M""  Burgess  John  Ribton. 

„        Laurentze  Hansen. 
„        James  Dickson. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  Michael  Taylor.     All  of  whom  dined  to- 
gether &  spent  the  Afternoon  with  the  usual  harmony. 

M**  Alderman  Calcott,  with  the  utmost  gravity,  rose  from  his 
Seat  &  begged  leave  to  propose  M"*  Michael  Taylor  as  a  proper 
Person  to  become  a  member  of  this  ancient  &  Loyal  Corporation, 
which  motion  being  secconded  by  the  Mayor  &  Thirded  by 
Burgess  Hansen,  he  was  unanimously  admitted  &  took  the 
Freeman's  Oath  at  a  few  Tips. 

At  Bootle  the  24^**  April  1796. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  H.  Newsham. 

Will.  Neilson. 
Will.  J.  Calcott. 
John  Stanton. 


G  G 
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M**  Burgess  John  Ribton. 
„         „        James  Dickson. 

Who  all  dined   together,  drank  the  usual   Corporation   Loyal 
Toasts,  &  concluded  the  day  with  the  utmost  harmony. 

N.B. — After  the  Corporation  Records  were  closed  (strange  to 
tell)  The  Town  Clerck,  M*"  E.  Blackstock,  made  his  appearance 
in  the  Councill  Chamber,  after  a  very  long  absence  ;  he  was  very 
gratefully  received  by  the  Corporation,  and  upon  his  promise  of 
faithfully  discharging  his  important  duty,  was  continued  in  his 
Office  &  took  the  usual  Oath. 

Bootle  I'*  May  1796. 

No  Attendance. 

Bootle  8  May  1796. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor. 
Alderman  H.  Newsham. 
„  T.  Newsham. 

Burgess  Ja"*  Dickson. 
y  Ribton. 
Strangers  : 

W™  Marsden,  Esq*". 
Tho**  Staines,  Esq. 

By  Order  of  the  Mayor  the  Constables  of  the  Borough  was 
desired  to  sec  the  Regalia  convey'd  to  the  Mansion  House  at 
Sephton  against  next  Sunday. 

Scphton  the  15^'*  May  1796. 

This  day  the  Corporation  met  at  the  Mansion  House  agree- 
able to  adjournment  on  Sunday  last  at  Bootle,  when  the  following 
Gentlemen  attended,  Viz^ : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Aldermen 

Will.  Neil  son. 

John  Stanton. 

Will.  J.  Calcott. 

Thomas  Newsham. 
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M*"  Burgess  E.  Cobham. 

„        George  Metcalf. 
„        Will.  Heathcote. 
„        John  Ribton. 
„        James  Dickson. 
Porter. 


» 

I* 

If         ») 


All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  the  afternoon  with  their 
accustomed  conviviallity. 

Sephton  22^  May  1796. 

Present : 

Alderman  Stanton,  in  the  Chair. 

W.  J.  Calcott 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

Who  were  all  that  attended,  the  morning  being  very  unfavour- 
able. 

Sephton  29*^  May  1796. 

The  Sephton  Candidates  being  busily  employed  in  soliciting 
the  suffrages  of  their  Friends  for  the  ensuing  General  Election, 
the  Mayor  &  Bailiffs  held  no  Court  at  the  Borough. 

Sephton  5***  June  1796. 

The  Mayor  &  Bailiffs  held  no  Court  this  day,  on  account  of 
the  bustle  of  Electioneering. 

Yesterday  being  the  aniversary  of  His  Majesty  s  Birthday,  it 
was  observed  by  the  Corporation,  agreeable  to  ancient  Custom, 
with  the  utmost  Loyalty. 

Sephton  the  12***  June  1796. 

Present : 

The  VV'orshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  H.  Newsham. 
„  W.  Neilson. 

G  c  2 
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Alderman  John  Stanton. 
W.  J.  Calcott. 
M*^  Burgess  Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  pleasant  day,  being 
visited  after  dinner  by  M""  Burgess  John  Backhouse. 

Owing  to  the  inattention  of  the  Bailiffs  to  the  duty  they 
owe  to  this  Corporation,  the  Election  was  this  day  obliged  to 
be  postponed  ;  it  was  therefore  proposed  by  M"^  Alderman  H. 
Newsham,  which  was  unanimously  approved  of,  that  unless  they 
attend  their  duties  in  future,  so  necessary  to  assist  the  Mayor  in 
expediting  the  important  business  of  His  Office,  they  shall  receive 
the  Censure  of  the  Corporation  &  others  be  elected  to  succeed 
them. 


I) 


Sephton  19*^  June  1796. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M^  Bailiff  James  Taylor. 
Alderman  Chesshyre. 

W.  Neilson. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 

Ja*  Astley. 

T.  Newsham. 
M*"  Burgess  E.  Cobham. 
„         „        A.  Dodson. 
Alderman  Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  pleasant  afternoon, 
considering  it  was  the  day  of  Election. 

M*"  Bailiff  Taylor  this  day  appeared  in  his  Office  &  promised 
to  attend  when  convenient  to  him  ;  therefore  the  resolve  of  last 
Sunday  is  entirely  done  away. 

M*"  Bailiff  Jackson  wou'd  have  also  attended  to-day  had  not 
an  unexpected  Company  from  Wigan  visited  him  at  Liver- 
pool. 


>» 
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Sephton  26  June  1796. 

Present : 

Alderman  J.  Stanton. 

W.  J.  Calcott 
M**  Burgess  Porter. 

Who  dined  together  &  drank  a  very  tranquil  Bottle  of  Wine  each. 

Sephton  3**  April  1796. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  H.  Newsham. 

W.  Neilson. 

J.  Stanton. 

W.  J.  Calcott 
M"^  Burgess  Porter. 

They  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  pleasant  afternoon. 

Sephton  10***  July  1796. 

Present : 

M*"  Burgess  E.  Cobham. 
Porter 

Sephton  17*'' July  1796 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  Neilson. 

W.  J.  Calcott 
John  Stanton. 
M""  Burgess  —  Porter. 

Who  dined  together  and  passed  the  Afternoon  with  the  greatest 
harmony  &  hilarity. 

Sephton  24***  July  1796. 

Present : 

M'  Burgess  Porter,  only. 


ft 
>l 
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Scphton  31"^  July  1796. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  H.  Ncwsham. 

Will.  Neilson. 

Will.  J.  Calcott 

John  Stanton. 
M**  Burgess  Rich'*  Dobb. 

Who  all  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  Afternoon. 

Sephton  7***  August  1796. 

Present  : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  H.  Newsham. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 

John  Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  —  Porter. 

Who  all  dined  together  &  were  afterwards  visited  by  M""  Alder- 
man Lickbarrow. 

Sephton  14^*"  August  1796. 

Present : 

Alderman  Stanton,  Chairman. 
„  W.  Lickbarrow. 

W.  Neilson. 
W.  J.  Calcott. 
M*"  Burgess  Porter. 

Who  dined  together  &  were  not  afterwards  honored  with  any 
Visitors. 

Sephton  21*'  Aug'  1796. 

Present  : 

Alderman  Stanton,  Chairman, 
n.  Newsham. 
W.  J.  Calcott. 


4> 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEPHTON       455 

John  Ribton,\  __ 

-  Porter.      |  ^'^'^^^'^^^ 

Sephton  28'**  August  1796. 

Present : 

Alderman  H.  Newsham. 

„  Tho"  Newsham. 

„  E.  Cobham. 

M*"  Burgess  —  Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M"^  Anthony  Troutbeck. 
„    E.  Blackstock,  Town  Clerk. 

Sephton  4**^  Sep'  1796. 

M"^  Burgess  Porter  only. 

Sephton  Sep'  11  1796. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  H.  Newsham. 
„  E.  Cobham. 

M'  Burgess  Michael  Taylor. 
Stranger  : 

M'  Samuel  Price. 

On   the    motion  of  the  Mayor,   M*"   Price  was  admitted  a 
Member  of  this  Corporation. 

Sephton  i  S***  Sep'  1 796. 

Present : 

M'  Burgess  Porter,  solus. 

Sephton  25^  Sep'  1796. 

Present : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor. 
Alderman  Stanton. 
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Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
M*"  liurgcss  —  Porter. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  were  very  comfortable   in   the 
ancient  dining  Room. 

Sephton  2'*  October  1796. 

M*"  Burgess  Porter,  only. 

Sephton  9^**  Oc*"  1796. 

being  a  bad  day  no  Members  attended. 

Sephton  i6**»  October  1796. 

Present  : 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor. 
Alderman  \V.  J.  Calcott. 

„  J.  Stanton. 

M**  Burgess  —  Porter. 

Henry  I'cxlmorc. 


»         >» 


Who  dined  together,  &  spent  a  very  tranquil  Kvening. 

Sephton  the  18**^  October  1796, 

Saint  Luke's  day. 
Present  : 

Alderman  Stanton,  in  the  Chair. 

Edward  Banner. 

W.  J.  Calcott 

James  Astley. 

Thomas  Newsham. 
M*"  Bailiff  James  Taylor. 
M*"  Burgess  Edw'*  Newsham. 
„         „         J.  C.  H.  Garbers. 

(M*"  Burgess*  Garbers  was  admitted  a  Common  Council  Man.) 
Who  were  all  that  dined  together  on  account  of  the  badness  of 
the  da\'. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  election  of  Officers   for 


I) 
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this  Corporation  the  ensuing  year,  M*"  Alderman  Stanton  in- 
formed the  Councill  that  he  had  received  notice  from  the  Mayor 
that  on  account  of  the  severe  contusion  he  received  when  riding 
the  Liberties  he  was  unable  to  attend  his  duty  this  day,  &  sug- 
gested that  Alderman  Stanton  would  officiate  for  him,  when 
after  the  usual  ceremonies,  the  Alderman  proposed  M*"  Elijah 
Cobham  as  a  proper  Person  to  succeed  our  late  worthy  Magis- 
trate in  that  important  office,  which  motion  being  unanimously 
agreed  to  (&  he  being  absent)  the  Alderman  took  the  Oath  for 
him  and  paid  the  usual  fees  of  Office,  and  went  in  procession 
round  the  Liberties,  with  all  the  attendants. 

M"^  Edward  Banner  moved  that  M*"  Edward  Newsham  be 
appointed  Mayor's  Bailiff",  which  was  perfectly  unanimous,  as 
was  the  recommendation  of  M*"  John  Ribton  to  the  Office  of 
Town  s  Bailiff*  by  Alderman  Calcott. 

M*"  Newsham  took  the  oath  of  Bailiff"  &  that  of  Attorney- 
General. 

M*"  Alderman  Calcott  took  the  oath  for  Bailiff"  Ribton. 

M*"  Bailiff"  Newsham  paid  the  Fees  of  office,  5/3. 

The  following  Gentlemen  took  the  usual  Oaths  on  their  being 
continued  in  their  former  Offices,  Viz^ : 

Officers  Sworn  18  October  1796. 

John  Stanton — African  Committee  Man. 

Edward  Banner — Ranger  of  the  Forests. 

W.  J.  Calcott — Receiver  of  Land  Tax. 

Tho*  Newsham — Vintner. 

James  Taylor — Ironmonger. 

J.   C.  H.  Garbers— Imperial   German  Ambassador   & 

Plenipotentiary. 
James  Astley — Master  of  the  Foxhounds. 

The  usual  Constitutional  Song  of  God  save  the  King,  con- 
cluded the  harmony  of  the  Evening. 

Sephton  the  23**  October  1796. 

Present : 

Alderman  W.  C.  Calcott,  in  the  Chair. 
„  Stanton. 
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M*"  Burgess  R.  Lowe. 
„         „         Boult. 

Who  dined  together  &  were  very  convivial. 

The  day  being  rather  unfavourable,  the  Mayor  elect  &  Bailifis 
did  not  attend,  therefore  the  Charity  Boys  (who  were  a.11  in  readi- 
ness) went  to  Church  with  their  Pastors  only. 

Agreeable  to  ancient  custom,  it  is  ordered  that  this  Corpora- 
tion be  adjourned  to  the  house  of  Matthew  Robinson,  at  Bootle 
Coffee  house,  on  Sunday  next,  the  30^**  Ins*,  and  there  to  be 
holden  untill  the  second  Sunday  in  May  1797,  and  that  the 
proper  Officers  be  ordered  to  convey  the  Regalia  there  under  a 
strong  Guard  before  that  day. 


At  Bootle  the  30***  October  1796. 

Agreeable  to  the  adjournment  at  Sephton  on  Sunday  last, 
the  Corporation  assembled  here,  when  the  following  Members 
attended,  Viz' : 

Elijah  Cobham,  Esq'*,  Mayor. 
Aldermen 

H.  Newsham. 
S.  Chcsshyre. 
W.  Neilson. 
W.  J.  Calcott. 
J.  Stanton. 
W.  Hadkinson. 
M*"  Burgess  Harry  Pod  more. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  pleasant  Afternoon. 
The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  took  the  usual  Oath  of  Office  & 
the  following  Members  were  sworn  into  their  former  Offices, 
Viz' : 

W.  Neilson,  Esq*" — Gover^  of  Virgin  Islands. 

H.  Newsham,  Esq*" — Collector  of  Customs. 

S.  Chcsshyre,  Esq' — Treasurer. 

W.  Hadkinson,  Esq*" — Coroner. 

On  the  motion  of  M*"  Alderman  SUinton,  seconded  by  M' 
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Alderman  Calcott,  M*"  Burgess  Podmore  was  admitted  a  Council 
Man  &  took  the  usual  oath. 

The  Mayor  nominated  MiSS  BACKHOUSE  Lady  Patroness 
for  the  ensuing  Year,  which  met  with  universal  approbation. 

Bootle  the  6***  November  1 796. 

Present  : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
M*"  Alderman  T.  Newsham. 

Bootle  the  13***  November  1796. 

No  attendance. 

Bootle  the  20***  November  1796. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Aldermen 

H.  Newsham. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 

J.  Stanton. 
M*"  Burgess  W.  Skillhorn. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  comfortable  after- 
noon. 

On  the  motion  of  M*"  Alderman  Calcott,  secconded  by  the 
Mayor,  M^  Burgess  Skillhorn  was  admitted  a  Common  Council 
Man,  &  took  the  long  Oath  in  Stile. 

Bootle  the  11"*  December  1796. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  Neilson. 
„  Stanton. 

Calcott. 


>» 
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Hadkinson. 


„  T.  Newsham. 
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W  Bailiff  E.  Newsham. 

„      J.  Ribton. 
M*"  Burgess  Ja"  Dickson. 

L.  Hansen. 
John  Payne. 
Stranger  : 

M*"  Edward  Pickering. 

The  Gentlemen,  whose  names  are  recorded  on  the  other  page, 
dined  together  this  1 1^**  day  of  December  &  spent  a  very  agree- 
able afternoon  ;  Luna  in  the  Evening  appearing  favorable  to 
afford  them  sufficient  light  home,  they  were  anxious  to  keep  up 
the  ancient  Corporation  custom  of  taking  at  least  a  Bootle  of 
Wine  each. 

M*"  Alderman  Calcott  rose  with  great  gravity  &  begged  leave 
to  propose  M*"  Edward  Pickering  a  proper  Person  to  become  a 
Member  of  this  ancient  &  Loyal  Corporation,  which  being 
secconded  by  Alderman  Neilson,  he  was  unanimously  approved 
off  &  took  the  accustomed  Oath  in  Stile. 

W  Bailiff  Ribton  took  the  Oath  of  Office,  being  his  first  ap- 
pearance at  the  Borough  since  his  Election  to  that  Office,  & 
paid  fhe  usual  Fees. 

M*"  James  Dickson  was  sworn  into  the  lucrative  office  of 
Doctor  of  Music,  which  he  formerly  enjoyed. 

M**  John  Payne  was  appointed  a  Common  Council  man,  & 
took  the  long  Oath. 

M*"  Laurcntz  Hansen  was  continued  in  his  office  of  Translator 
of  the  Oriental  Languages. 


Bootle  15  January  1797. 
Present : 


The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  H.  Newsham. 

W.  Neilson. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 

J.  Stanton. 
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M-^  Bailiff  Ribton. 
M**  Burgess  James  Dickson. 
Stranger : 

M*"  Rob*  Richardson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  and  the  Evening  concluded  with 
that  Harmony  which  is  the  Characteristic  of  this  Ancient  Cor- 
poration. 

M**  Alderman  Stanton  proposed  M"*  Rob*  Richardson  as  a 
proper  person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  and  he 
being  unanimously  approved  of  was  admitted,  and  took  the 
usual  Oath  at  one  Tip. 

Bootle  12  Feb^  1797- 

Present : 

M*"  Alderman  H.  Newsham. 

M*"  Burgess  W°*  Unsworth,  Sen*". 

M*-  Bailiff  E.  Newsham. 

M'"  Burgess  Boult. 

„         „         R.  Benson. 
Stranger  : 

M**  James  Bridge. 

The  Gentlemen  whose  Names  are  recorded  on  the  other  Side 
dined  together  this  12  Feb^  '97,  and  spent  the  Afternoon  as 
usually. 

M*"  Bailiff  E.  Newsham  proposed  M"^  James  Bridge  as  a 
proper  person  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  and  he 
being  unanimously  approved  of  was  admitted  and  took  the 
usual  Oath. 

Bootle  19**^  Feb>'  '97. 

M""  Alderman  J.  Stanton. 

W.  Neilson. 
W.  J.  Calcott. 
H.  Newsham. 


»» 


W.  Hadkinson. 
James  Astley. 
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W  Bailiff  Jn^Ribton. 
M""  Burgess  Ja*  Dixon. 
„  „        Tho*  Woodward. 

All  of  whom  dined   together,  &  spent  a  very  pleasant  After- 
noon. 

Bootle  5  March  1797. 

Present : 

M*"  J.  Stanton,  D.  M**. 
M""  Alderman, H.  Newsham. 

W.  Neilson. 
W.  J.  Calcott. 
M**  Burgess  Tho"*  Woodward. 
„        Rob*  Richardson. 
„        James  Dickson. 
M*-  Bailiff  Jn^Ribton. 


» 


All  of  whom  dined  together,  the  Majority  of  whom,  headed  by 
Aid"  Stanton,  spent  a  jolly  Afternoon  and  got  gloriously  drunk 
in  drinking  the  Healths  of  Sir  Jn^  Jervis,  K.B.,  the  Gallant 
Admirals,  Captains,  Officers  and  Seamen  of  his  Fleet,  from 
whom  an  Account  had  come  this  Day,  that  they,  with  only  fifteen 
Sail  of  the  Line^  had  obtained  a  glorious  Victory  over  the  Spanish 
Fleet  of  Twenty  Seven  Sail  of  the  Line,  commanded  by  Don 
Cordova,  and  captured  as  under  : — 

Salvador  de  Mundo     ....  112  Guns 

San  Josef 1 12    D^ 

San  Nicholas 84    D* 

San  Isidro  .         .         .         .         .         .       74    D' 


At  Bootle  the  12*''  March  1797. 

Present : 

Alderm"  John  Stanton,  D*  Mayor. 

„         W.  J.  Calcott. 
M--  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
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M*"  Burgess  Tho*  Woodward. 
„         „         James  Dickson. 
Rob^  Richardson. 


i»         )) 


Who  all  dined  together,  &  were  as  usual   very  comfortable  in 
the  small  Councill  Chamber. 

On  the  motion  of  M*"  Alderman  Calcott  the  following  Bur- 
gesses were  admitted  Common  Council  Men,  &  took  the  Oath 
prescribed  by  this  Corporation,  viz* : 

M**  Burgess  R.  Richardson. 
„  „        James  Dickson. 

„  „        Tho*  Woodward. 

M""  Alderman  Stanton  rose  with  great  gravity,  &  begged 
leave  to  move  that  the  unanimous  thanks  of  this  very  ancient 
Corporation  be  voted  to  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.B.  &  the  Admirals, 
Captains  and  Seamen  under  his  Command,  for  their  meritorious 
Services  in  the  late  Action  off  Cape  S*  Vincents,  with  Fifteen 
Sail  of  the  Line  opposed  by  Twenty  Seven  Spanish  Ships  of  the 
Line,  when  he  captured  Four  Sail  of  the  Line,  &  very  severely 
shattered  the  rest. 

On  the  Motion  of  M"^  D*  Mayor,  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
that  the  Freedom  of  this  Corporation  be  presented  to  Admiral 
Sir  John  Jervis,  K.B.,  for  his  late  signal  victory  over  the  Spanish 
Fleet  on  the  14*^^  Feb*  last,  in  a  Box,  made  from  the  best  Oak 
Tree  on  this  Estate,  carved  in  the  most  emblematical  manner  by 
the  Corporation  Carver,  &  presented  by  a  deputation  from  the 
Common  Council. 


At  Bootle  the  19*^  March  1797. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  H.  Newsham. 

John  Stanton. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 

John  Ribton,  ) 


»» 


)> 
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M""  Burgess  Rob*  Richardson. 
„        James  Dickson. 
„        Ralph  Lowe. 
„        John  Boult. 


it 


Who  dined  together,  &  partook  of  the  Fare  provided  for  them 
with  that  Glee  that  wou'd  not  disgrace  any  of  their  preceding 
Aldermen  or  Burgesses.  They  were  after  dinner  visited  by  M"" 
Burgess  William  Unsworth.  Jun**,  &  the  day  was  concluded 
with  the  utmost  harmony. 

M*"  Alderman  Calcott  wagers  M*"  Alderm"  H.  Newsham  One 
Guinea  that  the  highest  Weight  for  the  King\s  Plate  at  Litchfield 
for  Horses  of  all  Ages  is  Eight  Stone  Seven  Pounds  {say  Jockey 
weights). 

M^  Alderman  Calcott  wagers  M*"  Alderman  Stanton  the 
same  Sum  of  One  Guinea. 

The  Poundage  was  tossed  up  for,  agreeable  to  ancient 
custom,  when  Alderm"  Calcott  lost  both,  &  paid  it  to  the  day's 
Shot. 

On  the  Motion  of  the  Mayor,  secconded  by  M*"  Alderman 
Calcott,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  thanks  of  this 
Corporation  be  given  to  M**  Burgess  Porter  for  painting,  silvering 
and  Gilding  the  Regalia,  &  for  the  handsome  manner  which  he 
presented  his  trouble  and  cxpcnce  attending  the  same  to  this 
Corporation — and  that  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  transmit  a 
Letter  of  Thanks  to  him  with  the  Corporation  Seal  affixed  to  it 
as  a  testimony  of  their  approbation. 

On  the  Motion  of  M**  Alderman  Calcott  in  Council  Assembled 
for  this  Borough  and  Corporation,  on  the  Resignation  of  James 
Williamson,  Ksquire,  Recorder  for  this  Bourough  and  Corpora- 
tion ;  John  Stanton,  Esquire,  was  propos'd  to  be  the  Recorder 
and  seconded  by  Bailiff  Newsham  and  in  Ballott  appointed  and 
unanimously  agreed  that  a  Letter  respecting  the  Appointment 
be  transmitted  to  him  with  thanks  for  his  promis'd  Acceptance 
if  appointed.  On  his  Arrival  at  the  Corporation  to  receive  and 
acknowledge  his  Appointment  he  took  the  Oath  of  his  Appoint- 
ment to  the  great  Satisfaction  of  the  Council,  and  rec**  with 
pleasure. 
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At  Bootlcthc  26*''  March  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  U''  Mayor. 
Alderman  H.  Newsham. 
W.  J.  Calcott. 
M*-  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M**  Burgess  Rob'  Richardson. 
Stranger  : 

M"*  George  Hoskins.  All  of  whom  dined  to- 
gether &  were  afterwards  visited  by  the  worshipful  the  Mayor, 
who  took  his  place  at  the  Council  Board. 

M*"  Alderman  Calcott  (without  rising  in  his  .seat)  begged 
leave  to  propo.sc  M^  George  Hoskins  as  a  proper  Person  to 
become  a  Member  of  this  Corporation,  which  motion  being 
.sccconded  by  M'  Burgess  Richardson,  he  was  unanimously 
approved  of  &  the  usual  Oath  was  administered,  which  he  took 
in  One  gallant  Tip, 


At  Bootle  the  2''  April  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  D*  Mayor. 

Alderman  W.  Jones  Calcott. 

M--  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 

M**  Robert  Richardson, 
„   Thomas  Woodward, 
„    Will.  Unsworth,  Jun^j    "**^'^^^^^- 
„    George  Hoskins,  ) 

Who  dined  together  in  the  small  Councill  Chamber  upon  the 
best  Fare  that  the  Season  wou'd  allow  ;  amongst  the  great 
number  of  Rairities  was  a  very  fine  Barbicue  excellently  dressed 
by  the  Corporation  Cook,  &  which  they  partook  of  in  a  Stile 
that  wou'd  do  Credit  to  any  City  Aldermen  ;  it  gave  an  excellent 
Zest  to  the  Wines,  which  were  good  in  their  Kind,  &  the  Evening 
concluded  with  the  greatest  harmony. 

H  H 
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[On  the  following  Sunday  the  subject  of  the  barbecue 
is  again  alluded  to.] 

At  Bootle  the  9*^  April  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  D*  Mayor. 

Aldermen 

H.  Newsham. 

W.  Jones  Calcott. 

M»- Bailiff  John  Ribton. 

Thomas  Woodward. 

- -^  -,  Robert  Richardson. 

Ar  Burgess-  ,  t-.-  1 

^       J  James  Dickson. 

( Richard  Dobb 

Who  all  dined  together,  and  were  afterwards  visited  by  M*"  Bur- 
gess Will.  Unsworth,  Jun^  The  Wines  were  good,  &  after 
taking  a  moderate  Quantity,  the  Company  retired  well  pleased 
with  the  day's  Repast. 

M*"  Burgess  W^ill.  Unsworth,  Jun"",  wagers  M**  Bailiff  Ribton 
One  Guinea  that  there  is  not  Fourteen  Heats  run  over  Chester 
Course  at  the  ensuing  Races,  which  commence  on  the  i"*  May 
next  for  the  Five  days  regular  Plates.  The  Poundage  was  tossed 
up  for  &  lost  by  M**  Unsworth. 

The  Deputy  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  were  so  well 
satisfied  with  the  Barbicue  they  partook  of  on  Sunday  last,  that 
they  determined  to  have  another  before  their  departure  from 
Bootle  to  Sephton.  Matthew  Robinson  was  therefore  ordered 
to  prepare  one  out  of  the  Corporation  Piggerry,  well  fed  upon 
Indian  Corn,  which  Alderman  H.  Newsham  promised  to  provide, 
&  that  the  Corporation  Cook  be  particularly  requested  to  attend 
to  the  dressing  of  it,  on  Sunday  the  23'^  Inst.  April. 

At  Bootle  the  16*^  April  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  D^  Mayor. 
M*"  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
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/James  Dickson. 

1  Robert  Kitchen. 
Burgesses-  ^^^^^^  Richardson. 

Thomas  VV\)od\vard. 


Who  dined  together  &  were  afterwards  visited  by  Burgesses  VV. 
Unsworth,  Jun*',  &  William  Miller. 

The  Deeputy  Mayor,  on  his  way  to  the  Corporation,  received 
intimation  from  Alderman  H.  Newsham  that  Matthew  Robinson 
had  provided  (agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  last  council)  a  very 
fine  Swine  for  a  Barbicue  on  Sunday  next,  which  no  doubt  will 
be  excellent,  the  worthy  Alderman  having  given  his  orders  that 
it  be  well  fed  with  the  Indian  Corn  he  sent  for  that  purpose. 


At  Bootle  the  23'^  April  1797. 

Present  * 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Aldermen 

H.  Newsham. 
S.  Chesshyre. 
Stanton. 
M'-  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M*"  Burgess  Charles  Robinson. 

W.  Miller. 


W.  Unsworth,  Jun*'. 
James  Dickson. 
W.  Matthews. 
Andrew  Dodson. 
Rob*  Kitchen, 
Rob*  Richardson. 
Strangers  : 

M^  Haughton  Farmer  Okcover. 
„    Robert  Ellis  Aitkens. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  upon  a  very  fine  Barbicue,  which 
was  well  dressed  by  the  Corporation  Cook,  &  went  down  with 
very  great  GoOt. 

M"^  Burgess  Miller  rose  in  his  seat  and  in  a  handsome  speech 

H  H  2 
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hQg^Qd  leave  to  propose  M*"  Haughton  Farmer  Okcover  as  a 
proper  person  to  become  a  Burgess,  which  motion  was  secconded 
by  M'*  Alderman  Stanton.  M*"  Alderman  Chesshyre  begged 
leave  to  propose  M**  Robert  Ellis  Aitkins  without  rising  from  his 
Seat ;  he  was  corrected  by  the  Mayor,  &  declared  upon  such  an 
occasion  he  wou'd  endeavour  to  rise  ;  whereupon  his  motion  was 
secconded  by  M**  Charles  Robinson,  &  the  Two  Gentlemen  were 
unanimously  approved  of. 

M*"  Alderman  Stanton  rose  with  great  gravity  &  proposed 
W  W.  Miller  to  fill  the  vacant  Office  of  Bellman,  which  was 
secconded  by  M*'  Burgess  Richardson,  &  he  took  the  usual  Oath. 

M"*  Matthews  was  continued  in  his  former  Office  of  Hooper, 
Cooper  &  Gunpowder  Keg  Maker,  &  took  the  usual  Oath. 

M^  Okcover  &  M""  Aitkens  took  each  the  Burgesses  Oath,  at 
a  single  Tip,  which  strongly  impressed  all  present  they  will  be 
worthy  Members. 

M^  Bellman  Miller  proposed  M""  Charles  Barnes  Robinson  to 
fill  the  vacant  Office  of  Master  of  the  Rolls,  which  wms  secconded 
&  the  usual  Oath  administered. 

M"^  Andrew  Dodson  was  continued  in  his  former  office  of 
Accountant  General  &  took  that  Oath. 

In  consequence  of  a  Requisition  from  Twelve  Gentlemen  to 
the  Mayor  requesting  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Borough  at 
large,  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  addressing  his  Majesty  to 
remove  his  Ministers,  a  meeting  was  convened  by  Public  Ad- 
vertisment  in  Williamson  Square,  w-hen  the  Mayor  opened  the 
business  by  stating  the  reason  why  he  called  such  meeting,  after 

w^hich  M** made  a  very  long  speech  deprecating  the  War 

&  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  &  concluded  with  reading  an  address 
for  the  purpose  of  their  dismissal.  Several  other  Gentlemen 
spoke  for  &  against  the  address,  amongst  whom  was  a  Primitive 
Quaker,  whose  voice  wou'd  not  be  heard.  The  Square  was 
ordered  to  be  divided  by  the  Mayor,  who  did  not  chuse  to 
decide,  yet  there  appeared  a  very  great  majority  against  the 
Address,  &  the  proposers  of  it  again  dropped  any  further  pro- 
ceedings for  the  Present. 

The  Evening,  as  is  always  usual  in  this  Corporation,  concluded 
with  the  utmost  Harmony. 
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At  Bootlc  the  30*"  April  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  Dp*  Mayor. 
M^  Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
M*"  Burgess  Edv.'ard  Atherton. 
„         „         Tho"  Woodward. 
„         „         George  Hoskins. 

Robert  Richardson. 


»>         » 


Who  dined   very  comfortably   together   in    the   small  Council 
Chamber,  and  enjoyed  the  Corporation  Wines  very  much. 

On  returning  from  the  Borough  on  Sunday  last  some  of  the 
Burgesses,  either  from  their  want  of  knowledge  in  horsemanship 
or  having  taken  too  large  draughts  of  the  Corporation  Wine, 
were  found  seperated  from  their  Steeds  on  the  Shore  ;  strange 
to  tell,  the  Bellman,  who  ought  always  to  be  upon  his  Guard,  was 
twice  brought  to  the  Ground,  and  the  Accountant  was  so  much 
injured  by  his  mishap  that  the  Parish  Cart  was  ordered  to  take 
him  home,  where  he  arrived  in  perfect  safety. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Deputy  Mayor,  secconded  by  Alder- 
man Calcott,  M*"  Burgess  Edward  Atherton  (having  discharged 
his  duty  as  Russian  Committee  Man  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  Court)  was  continued  in  that  Office  &  took  the  usual 
Oath. 

M'"  George  Hoskins  was  sworn  into  the  important  Office  of 
Water  i^ailiff,  after  which  the  Court  adjourned  to  Sunday  next, 
ic  concluded  with  the  utmost  harmony. 


At  Bootle  the  7*"  May  1797. 

Present  : 

John  Stanton,  Dp*'  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
M»- Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M**  Burgess  Tho"  W^oodward. 
James  Dickson. 
Rob'  Richardson. 


>»         >» 


»         » 
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Who  dined  together  &  were  afterwards  visited  by 

M*"  Alderman  H.  Newsham, 
M*"  Burgess  Will.  Unsworth,  Jun'*, 
and  M*-  Burgess  Will.  Skillhorn. 

The  Corporation  Fishermen  returned  while  the  Court  was 
sitting  with  a  very  plentiful  supply  of  Shrimps,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  instantly  prepared  by  the  Corporation  Cook  & 
sent  up  to  the  Council  Chamber  for  their  amusement,  &  to  give 
a  perfect  Zest  to  their  Wines,  which  were  good  in  the  extreme. 

Ordered  in  Councill  that  Matthew  Robinson  (the  Keeper  of 
the  Council  Chamber)  remove  the  Regalia  and  Records  prior  to 
Sunday  next  under  a  strong  Guard  to  the  ancient  mansion 
House  (say  Nelly  Barkers  at  Sephton),  to  which  place  &  on  that 
day,  and  usual  Hour  of  Feasting,  the  meeting  of  this  Corporation 
now  stands  adjourned,  agreeable  to  ancient  custom,  for  the 
Summer  Season. 

M"*  Will.  Unsworth,  Jun"*,  wagers  M**  Alderman  Calcott  One 
Guinea  that  the  Marsk  Colt  (say  Richardsons),  who  ran  at  Chester 
last  week,  does  not  win  at  Newton  the  first  time  he  starts  there. 

N.B. — M*'  Unsworth  gave  M**  Calcott  Five  shillings  to  lay 
him  the  above  Wager,  &  M'*  Calcott  on  tossing  up  for  the 
Poundage  lost,  &  paid  it  into  Court. 

M*"  Unsworth  lays  M'*  Ribton  Three  Guineas  to  Two  Guineas 
that  Moorcock  beats  Marsks  (the  one  above  named)  the  first 
time  they  meet.  On  tossing  up  for  the  Poundage  M**  Unsworth 
lost  &  paid  Three  Shillings. 

M'  Dickson  &  M**  Calcott  wager  M**  Ribton  Three  Guineas  to 
Two  Guineas  that  Moorcock  beats  Marsks  as  above  stated. 
M**  Ribton  paid  the  Poundage. 

At  Sephton  the  14*''  May  1797. 

This  being  the  day  agreeable  to  ancient  Custom  for  the 
Corporation  to  meet  at  the  original  Council  Chamber,  the 
following  Members  attended.  Viz*  : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  John  Stanton. 

Will.  Jones  Calccjtt. 
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M^  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M**  Burgess  Tho**  Porter. 
„         „         James  Dickson. 

Tho*  Woodward. 

Robert  Richardson. 

James  Haswell. 

Who  dined  together,  went  in  the  usual  procession  to  Church,  & 
the  Evening  was  concluded  with  the  utmost  harmony. —  N.B. — 
From  the  late  heavy  fall  of  Rain  the  River  x^lt  was  so  much 
inundated  that  the  Corporation  Fishermen  were  deprived  of 
supplying  the  Mayor  with  that  delicate  Repast  which  is  usual  on 
Gala  days. 

At  Sephton  the  21"*  May  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton.  D*'  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott 
M*"  Burgess  Tho"  Woodward. 

Rob^  Richardson. 
John  Backhouse. 

Who  dined  together  in  the  most  comfortable  manner,  drank  their 
usual  quota  of  Wine,  &  retired  well  pleased  with  their  day's  Ex- 
cursion to  the  Borough. 

On  the  motion  of  M**  Burgess  Thomas  Woodward,  secconded 
by  the  Deputy  Mayor,  M**  John  Backhouse  was  appointed  Over- 
seer of  the  Highways  &  the  usual  Oath  administered. 

At  Sephton  the  28*"  May  1797. 

Present  : 

John  Stanton,  D^  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
M**  Burgess  Tho*  Porter. 

Thomas  Woodward. 
Robert  Richardson. 


Who  dined  together,  smoaked  their  Pipes,  enjoyed  their  Wine, 
&  passed  the  Evening  with  the  utmost  harmony. 
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At  Scphton  the  4*'  of  June  1797. 

IVcsent : 

At  Dinner,  M'"  Hur^css  Tho"  Porter  only  :  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  &c'',  having^  attended  the  different  Volunteer 
Corps  to  the  Church,  were  prevented  attending  dinner. 


At  Sephton  the  1 1^'  June  1797. 

IVesent : 

John  Stanton,  Dp""  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
M'"  Burgess  'I'ho"*  lV)rter. 

Rob*  Richardson. 

Tho"  Woodward. 

John  Hackhouse. 

John  Kirk  man. 

Tho"  Dawson. 


Who  dined  together,  and  after  the  usual  Toasts  were  drunk,  the 
Deputy  Mayor  proposed  M'"  John  Kirkman  to  be  continued  in 
his  former  office  of  Cotton  Inspector  of  the  Cotton  Works,  & 
M''  Tho**  Dawson  to  fill  the  vacant  office  o(  Master  of  the  Reir/Zs^ 
6s:  he  being  secconded  by  the  worthy  Alderman  Calcott,  they 
were  severally  sworn  into  their  respective  Offices. 

M*'  J^ackhouse  wagers  M'"  Richardson  One  Bottle  of  wine 
that  it  is  only  a  Iu)rtnight  this  day  since  Burgess  Ribton  went  to 
London  ;  on  locking  over  the  l^ooks  it  ap])eared  that  M""  Back- 
house had  lost.  ^^'  he  immediatcK'  paid  it  into  Court. 

The  Kvening  as  usual  concluded  with  the  most  perfect  har- 
monv. 


At  Sephton  the  18'"  June  1797. 

1* resent : 

John  Stanton,  Djv'  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  I.  Calcott. 
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M*- Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M^  l^urgess  Tho"  Porter. 
„         „         Robert  Richardson. 

Thomas  Woodward. 

James  Dickson. 

Joseph  RawUns. 


Who  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  agreeable  afternoon.  A 
strange  party  of  Psalm  Singers  visited  the  Mansion  House  after 
divine  Service,  &  their  Band  played  the  favorite  Air  of  God  Save 
the  King. 


At  Sephton  the  25*^  June  1797. 
Present : 


John  Stanton,  Dp^  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
M-- Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M»*  Burgess  Tho*  Porter. 

„         „         John  Backhouse. 

„         „         Thomas  Woodward 
Robert  Richardson. 


»»         >> 


John  Kirkman. 
James  Dickson. 


Who  dined  together  upon  several  dainty  dishes,  amongst  which 
were  Two  very  excellent  Roasted  Pigs  presented  by  the  Overseer 
of  the  Highways,  M*"  Burgess  Backhouse  ;  after  the  usual  consti- 
tutional Toasts  were  drank,  the  health  of  the  donor  of  the  Pigs 
was  given  by  the  Dep'  Mayor,  &  the  Evening  concluded  with 
the  usual  good  harmony. 

When  the  Body  Corporate  were  leaving  the  Mansion  house, 
the  P^ishermen  returned  from  the  Brook  without  success  ;  it  was 
therefore  determined  to  return  to  the  Room,  when  a  very  ex- 
cellent Substitute  was  provided,  vizS  Broiled  Ham,  &c*,  which 
the  Burgesses  partook  of  with  that  eagerness  that  wou'd  have 
convinced  a  Stranger  they  had  not  had  a  good  meal  for  .several 
days. 
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At  Scphton  the  2^  ]\\\\  1797. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  William  Neilson. 

William  Jones  Calcott. 
„  John  Stanton. 

M*-  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M"*  Burgess  Tho*  Porter. 

Tho"  Woodward. 


James  Dickson. 
Robert  Richardson. 
John  Kirkman. 


Strangers : 

IVP"  John  Robinson. 
„    Thomas  Gordon. 
„    Augustine  Woodward. 

All  of  whom  dined  together,  &  the  Mayor  not  signifying  any 
intention  to  go  to  Church,  the  Body  Corporate  enjoyed  them- 
selves in  the  Council  Chamber. 

M**  Mayor  proposed  M*"  Tho"  Gordon  &  M'  John  Robinson 
as  proper  Persons  to  become  Members  of  this  ancient  & 
Loyal  Corporation,  and  M**  Bailiff  Ribton  rose  in  his  Seat  & 
proposed  M''  ^Augustine  Woodward  to  become  a  Member,  which 
motions  being  unanimously  approved  of,  they  were  duly  admitted, 
&  took  the  Oath,  viz*,  the  former  Two  Gentlemen  at  Two 
Tips,  &  the  latter  at  one  Tip — after  which  the  usual  toasts  were 
drank,  &  the  ICvening  concluded  with  that  hilarity  that  is 
always  customary  at  the  Corporation  Meetings. 

M''  John  Kirkman  was  proposed  to  become  a  common 
Council  Man  by  M'"  Alder"  Calcott,  scccondcd  by  the  Bailiff,  & 
the  long  Oath  was  administered. 

At  Sephton  the  9*''  July  1797. 

Present  : 

John  Stanton,  Dp^  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  Jones  Calcott. 
W.  Hadkinson. 
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M*-  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M"^  Burgess  Tho"  Porter. 

„  „        Tho*  Woodward. 

„  „        Rob^  Richardson. 

,y  „        James  Dickson. 

Who  dined  together,  &  after  the  Congregation  had  retired  from 
Church,  drank  their  Wine  &  smoaked  their  Pipes  in  the  Corpo- 
ration Alcove,  &  concluded  the  Evening  with  their  accustomed 
harmony. 

At  Sephton  the  16*''  July  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  Dp^  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  Jones  Calcott. 
MMiailiffJohn  Ribton. 
M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Porter. 

Thomas  W^oodward. 


James  Dickson. 
Robert  Richardson. 
Augustine  Woodward. 
John  Kirkman. 
William  Skillhorn. 


Stranger  : 


W  Richard  Golightly. 

Who  dined  together,  &  strange  to  tell,  before  they  had  regaled 
themselves  half  an  hour,  they  were  informed  that  the  Wine  Bins 
contained  only  Ten  Bottles  of  Wine,  owing  to  the  ViNTNER's 
neglect  in  not  supplying  the  deficiency  when  informed  of  it 
Twice.  It  was  therefore  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Bailiff 
represents  this  usuage  to  the  Mayor  the  first  opportunity ;  and 
if  M'*'  Barker's  last  order  is  not  immediately  executed,  that  he 
be  struck  of  the  Records  as  Vintner,  &  some  other  eminent  Wine 
Merchant  appointed  in  his  stead. 

On  the  motion  of  M*"  Burgess  Skillhorn,  secconded  by  the 
Deputy  Mayor,  M*"  Richard  Golightly  was  admitted  a  Member 
of  this  ancient  &  Loyal  Corporation,  and  took  the  Oath  at  one 
very  gallant  Tip. 
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The  Corporation  were  under  the  necessity  (owing  to  the 
Vintner's  very  great  neglect)  to  send  to  M"  Unsworth  at  Mag- 
hull  for  a  supply,  when  she  was  so  obliging  to  send  sufficient 
for  the  day,  &  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Thanks  of 
the  Corporation  be  given  to  M"^  Unsworth  for  her  ready  conn- 
pi  iance  with  their  needy  request. 

M*"  Augustine  Woodward  was  proposed  to  become  in  future 
Piin^eyor  of  Porter  to  the  Corporation,  &  he,  having  shown  so 
good  a  specimen,  was  unanimously  approved  of,  &  the  usual 
Oath  was  administered. 

M*"  Dickson  wagers  M''  Alderman  Calcott  One  Guinea  that 
Lord  Derby  wins  his  Main  at  Preston  the  ensuing  week.  On 
tossing  up  for  the  Poundage,  M*"  Dickson  lost,  &  paid  it  into 
Court. 

The  usual  Collation  of  Broiled  Ham,  &c*  was  afterwards 
brought  in,  which  the  Members  present  heartily  partook  of,  & 
the  Evening  concluded  with  that  hilarity,  which  strongly  evinced 
their  intentions  of  paying  due  attendance  to  his  Worship  or 
Deputy  during  their  Office. 

The  motion  relative  to  the  Vintner  s  neglect  was  twice  read 
over  by  the  Dp*  Mayor,  &  unanimously  approved  of 


At  Sephton  the  23"^  July  1797. 

Present  : 

The  worshipful  the  Ma^'or. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
„  John  Stanton. 

M'-  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M''  Burgess  Tho''  Porter. 


»»  »> 


Robert  Richardson. 
James  Dickson. 
Tho**  Woodward. 
James  Brown. 
Thomas  Dawson. 
Augustine  Woodward. 


Stranger  : 

M**  Francis  Smith  Stokes. 
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Who  dined  together,  &  were  afterwards  visited  by  the  Hon^^*' 
M**  Jones  &  M*"  Burgess  John  Backhouse,  &  after  them  by  Bur- 
gesses Atherton  &  Skillhorn. 

M*"  Burgess  Dawson  wagers  M^  Alder™"  Calcott  Ten  Pounds 
that  he  (M**  Calcott)  lives  to  the  age  of  One  hundred  Years  or 
upwards,  when  upon  tossing  up  for  the  Poundage  M''  Dawson 
lost,  &  paid  Ten  Shillings  into  Court,  &  as  life  is  very  pre- 
carious, it  was  very  strongly  reccomended  that  each  party  in- 
sert the  Wager  in  their  Wills,  for  the  benefit  of  their  Heirs  or 
successors. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  W  Alder"  Calcott  &  W  Burgess 
Brown  each  paid  One  Bottle  of  Wine  for  opening  the  Chest 
before  the  Council  assembled. 

The  Mayor  &  Bailiff  paid  each  one  Bottle  of  Wine  for  not 
having  the  Keys  of  the  Chest  in  their  possession. 

M*"  Alderman  Calcott  proposed  M''  Francis  Smith  Stokes  to 
become  a  Member  of  this  ancient  Corporation,  which  being 
secconded,  the  usual  Oath  was  administered,  &  he  took  it  in  a 
most  gallant  Stile. 

The  following  Burgesses  were  sworn  into  the  Offices  opposite 
their  Names — Viz* : 

Edward  Atherton— Common  Councillman. 

Thomas  Dawson — Farrier. 

James  Brown — Surgeon. 

Hon^**"  Rich'^  Jones — Master  of  F'oxhounds. 

W.  Skillhorn — Master  of  Harriers. 

The  Evening  concluded  with  the  utmost  harmony,  &  the 
Company  retired  well  pleased  with  their  repast. 


At  Sephton  the  30th  July  1797. 

Present  : 

John  Stanton,  Dp*  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  Jones  Calcott 
M*"  Burgess  Tho*  Porter. 
„         „        Francis  Stokes. 
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Who  were  all  that  visited  the  Borough  owing  to  the  precarious 
state  of  the  weather.  They  partook  of  a  very  good  dinner, 
drank  their  Wine,  smoaked  their  Pipes,  &  were  entertained  with 
Burgess  Porter's  description  of  the  Battle  of  Minden  (which 
is  not  usual,  kept  him  from  Church),  &  the  Evening  concluded 
with  that  harmony  which  is  always  the  Characteristic  of  this 
Society. 

At  Sephton  the  6***  August  1797. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Ma}'or. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
„  John  Stanton. 

W  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M**  Burgess  Tho'*  Porter. 

„        James  Dickson. 

Robert  Richardson. 
„        John  Kirkman. 

Who  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  tranquil  Afternoon.  M** 
Burgess  Porter's  return  to  the  Council  Chamber  after  Church 
added  much  to  the  festivity  of  the  Evening. 

At  Sephton  the  13  August  1797. 

Present  : 

M^  Burgess  W.  Matthews. 
„  „  J.  Kirkman. 
Who  were  sorry  to  find  the  Borough  deserted,  but  each  sup- 
ported the  Honor  of  the  Corporation  by  taking  their  Bottle,  a 
Dinner  and  Smack  ;  when  thev  returned  home  unacustomed  to 
the  wishes  of  the  Corporate  Body  have  inserted  this  in  pencil 
that  y**  worthy  Sec^  may  make  such  alterations  as  he  may  deem 
proper. 

The  Recorder  on  perusing  the  above  thought  no  alteration 
necessary  ;  he  only  regretted  the  Corporation  Ink  was  not  made 
use  of  instead  of  Pencil,  as  time  will  very  soon  obliterate  the 
Records  of  that  day. 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEPHTON       479 

At  Scphton  the  27  Aug*  I797- 

Present  : 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  Sam^  Chesshyre. 

„  W.  Hadkinson. 

M»- Bailiff  John  Ribton. 

M^*  Burgess  Tho"  Porter. 

Edw*^  Grayson. 


» 


Aug*  Woodward. 
Ja**  Dickson. 
W"  Mathews. 
Tho'  Woodward. 


Who  dined  together  &  spent  the  Afternoon  with  the  usual  Har- 
mony. 

The  Mayor  &  part  of  the  Company  went  to  Church  &  re- 
turned with  the  Rector,  who  drank  a  few  Glasses  of  Wine  & 
retired  well  pleas'd. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Mayor,  M""  Burgess  Mathews  was  fin'd 
one  Bottle  of  Wine  for  suffering  the  Corporation  Chest  to  be 
opened  when  the  Council  was  not  assembled,  which  was  paid 
into  Court. 

M^  Burgess  J.  Kirkman's  conduct  was  highly  censured,  being 
the  person  who  open'd  the  Corporation  Chest,  &  he  is  to  be  fin*d 
one  Bottle  of  Wine  the  first  time  he  visits  the  Borough. 

N.B. — On  the  20***  August  1797  M*"  Burgess  Porter  was  the 
only  one  who  attended. 

At  Sephton  the  3*^  Sep**  1797. 

Present : 

The  worshipful  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  John  Stanton. 

W.  J.  Calcott. 

M*"  Burgess  Tho*  Porter. 

„         „         James  Dick.son. 

„         „         Tho"  Woodward. 

Who  dined  together,  drank  their  wine  with  good  glee,  &  parted 
with  the  utmost  harmony. 


\r 
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At  Scphton  the  10'''  Sep**  1797. 

Present  : 

M**  Burgess  Porter. 

At  Sephton  the  17^^  Sep"*  1797. 

Present : 

M^BaUiffJohn  Ribton. 
M*"  Burgess  Tho**  Porter. 

Rob*  Richardson. 

James  Dickson. 

Who  all  dined  &  drank  their  wine  with  the  usual  hilarity. 

At  Sephton  24*''  Sep**  1797. 

Present : 

The  WorshipfuU  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  VV.  J.  Calcott. 

M**  Burgess  Rob*  Richardson. 

All  of  whom  dined  together  and  were  afterwards  visited  by  M** 
Burgess  Tho**  Midgleyand  spent  the  Afternoon  with  the  greatest 
harmony. 

At  Scphton  the  i^*  October  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  D^^  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
M**  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M**  Burgess  Tho*  Porter. 

Rob*  Richardson. 

James  Dickson. 

Tho"  Woodward. 
Stranger  : 

M*-  William  Pollard. 

W^ho  dined  together  &  passed  a  very  agreeable  afternoon. 


>)         >» 
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M**  Bailiff  Ribton  rose  in  his  seat  &  proposed  M*"  Pollard  to 
become  a  Member  of  this  ancient  Corporation,  which  being  sec- 
conded  by  the  Dep^  Mayor,  it  was  carried  unanimously  &  the 
usual  Oath  administered,  which  he  took  in  a  superlative  Stile. 

At  Sephton  the  8'**  October  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  D^^  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
M*- Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M"^  Burgess  Tho*  Woodward. 
„         ,»         Rob*  Richardson. 
James  Dickson. 


»♦         i» 


Who  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  pleasant  afternoon. 

The  Doctor  of  Music  paid  One  Bottle  of  wine  for  his  Dog 
appearing  in  the  Room. 

At  Sephton  the  15**"  Octo*"  1797. 

Present  : 

John  Stanton,  Dp^  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
M*- Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M*"  Burgess  Tho"  Porter 

Rob'  Richardson. 

James  Dickson. 

Thomas  Woodward. 


Who  dined  together,  &  in  consequence  of  the  glorious  news 
received  this  day  of  the  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet  the  gallant 
Admiral  Duncan's  health  &  that  of  all  his  Officers  &  Seamen  was 
drunk  in  full  Bumpers,  &  the  Evening  concluded  with  the  greatest 
harmony. 

Agreeable  to  ancient  custom  the  Charity  Boys  attended  the 
Dcp^  Mayor  &c*  to  Church,  &  strongly  convinced  them  of  the 
propriety  of  supporting  as  much  as  possible  so  laudable  an  insti- 
tution. 

I  I 
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[The  mention  of  the  victory,  which  was  doubtless 
uppermost  in  their  minds,  is  placed  first,  though  it  really 
came  last.  It  was  the  naval  victory  of  Camperdown, 
south  of  the  Texel,  where  Admiral  Duncan  defeated  the 
Dutch  fleet  commanded  by  Admiral  De  Winter,  and 
either  captured  or  destroyed  fifteen  of  his  ships.  It 
occurred  on  October  1 1,  and  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
achievements  of  the  war.  The  British  Admiral  was 
rewarded  with  a  peerage.] 

[From  this  last  record  respecting  the  Blue  Coat  boys 
and  from  one  or  two  which  go  before,  one  might  feel 
inclined  to  infer  that  a  collection  was  made  in  church  on 
these  occasions  ;  but  on  referring  to  the  churchwardens' 
and  other  accounts  of  this  period,  I  find  nothing  to 
confirm  the  impression.  There  is  neither  mention  of 
preacher  nor  collection,  nor  is  there  any  allusion  what- 
ever to  these  visits.  Still  one  would  think  their  attend- 
ance at  church  would  be  rather  meaningless  without 
something  of  the  kind.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me 
that  these  visits  were  intended  as  an  honour  to  the 
memory  of  the  founder  of  the  school,  Bryan  Blundell, 
supposed  to  be  a  member  of  the  Blundell  family  of  I  nee 
Blundell  *  in  the  parish  of  Sefton.  He,  it  is  well  known, 
commenced  his  good  work  in  connection  w!th  the  Rev. 
Robert  Stythe,  one  of  the  two  rectors  of  Liverpool,  and 
others  in  1709,  since  which  time  it  has  continued  to 
flourish  and  expand,  the  sapling  then  planted  having 
become  a  noble  tree,  capable  of  gathering  no  less  than 
700  orphaned  children  beneath  its  sheltering  shade.  But 
as  an  objection  to  this  view  of  the  matter.  I  have  been. 

*  Quer)' :  That  of  Little  Crosby  ? 
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told  by  one  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the 
Blundell  family  that  no  member  of  that  family  ever  bore 
the  name  of  Bryan.  I  am  therefore  inclined  to  look 
elsewhere  for  an  explanation  of  these  visits  ;  and  I  think 
one  can  be  found  in  the  well-known  civic  custom  of 
mayors  going  to  church  in  state — generally  on  the  Sunday 
after  their  appointments  to  office — and  hearing  sermons 
preached  for  some  deserving  charitable  institution  or 
other.  Very  probably  the  members  of  the  mock  cor- 
poration were  anxious  to  establish  this  laudable  custom 
at  Sefton  amongst  other  ancient  observances  less  worthy 
of  imitation  ;  and  as  several  of  their  members  were 
among  the  fifty  trustees  of  the  Liverpool  Blue  Coat 
School  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  securing  the 
attendance  of  the  boys  &c.  to  grace  the  auspicious 
occasion  of  the  nomination  or  quasi-installation  of  their 
chief  magistrate. 

I  may  mention,  before  I  pass  from  this  subject,  that 
although  no  notice  is  taken  of  a  collection,  if  made,  on 
these  occasions,  there  is  the  record  of  a  collection  for  a 
kindred  charity  in  the  year  1792,  preceding  by  a  month 
the  visit  of  the  Blue  Coat  boys.  The  day  seems  to  have 
been  one  of  some  importance  and  the  attendance  of" 
members  was  very  good.] 

At  Sephton  the  i8'*»  October  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  Dp*'  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  Jones  Calcotl. 
Will.  Neilson. 
James  Astlev. 
M*-  Bailifif  lohn  Ribton.' 

1 1  ?. 
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M'  Burgess  James  Dickson. 

Thomas  Woodward. 
J.  C.  H.  Garbers. 
James  Taylor. 
Rob*  Richardson. 
Augustine  Woodward. 


»»         »» 


Who  all  dined  together,  &  this  being  the  festival  of  St  Luke,  the 
day  appointed,  agreeable  to  ancient  Charter,  for  the  election  of 
a  Mayor  for  the  ensuing  Year,  Alderman  Neilson  rose  &  after  a 
very  handsome  speech  proposed  M**  Tho*  Woodward  as  a  proper 
Person  to  fill  the  important  office  of  chief  Magistrate  for  the  en- 
suing Year,  which  was  very  strongly  supported,  but  a  Poll  being 
demanded  by  the  Burgesses  for  M"*  C.  Richardson,  it  was  com- 
menced, but  on  account  of  the  Crowd  upon  the  Hustings  was 
adjourned  for  half  an  Hour  in  order  to  arrange  the  necessary 
Business  for  continuing  so  unexpected  a  PolU 

The  Liberties  of  the  Corporation  were  walked  in  procession 
by  the  D*'  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  agreeable  to  ancient 
Custom. 

At  Sephton  the  22"**  October  1797. 

Present : 

John  Stanton,  D''*'  Mayor. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Calcott. 
M*-  Bailiff  John  Ribton. 
M*"  Burgess  Thomas  Porter. 

„         Thomas  Woodward. 
„         Rob*  Richardson. 
James  Dickson. 
W™  Unsworth,  Jun^ 
William  Pollard. 


All  of  whom  dined  together  &  spent  a  very  pleasant  day. 

The  Poll  for  Mayor  being  concluded  there  appeared  a  majo- 
rity in  favour  of  Thomas  Woodward  r-sq*"  of  222  Votes,  he  was 
therefore  declared  duly  elected,  sworn  into  Office,  and  chaired 
amongst  the  acclamations  of  Thousands  of  Spectators. 


THE  MOCK  CORPORATION  OF  SEPHTON       485 

The  Mayor,  agreeable  to  Custom,  paid  the  Fees  of  Office, 
10/6,  and  the  Bailiffs  5/-  each. 

The  Mayor  proposed  M""  Robert  Richardson  for  his  Bailiff  & 
the  Populace  M*"  J  a*  Dickson  Town's  Bailiff  &  the  usual  Oath 
was  administered. 

Miss  Staniforth  was  then  appointed  Lady  Patroness  by 
the  Mayor  for  the  ensuing  Year. 

The  following  Officers  were  also  sworn,  Viz* : 
John  Stanton — Recorder. 

W.  J.  Calcott — Receiver  general  of  the  Land  Tax. 
W.  Unsworth,  Jun"" — Common  councill-man  &  Ale  Taster. 
Will.  Pollard — Sargent  at  Mace. 
John  Ribton — High  Constable. 

Robert Mayor's  Man. 

Ordered  in  Council  that  this  Court  be  adjourned  on  Sunday 
next  the  29***  Ins*  to  the  House  of  Matthew  Robinson  at  Bootle, 
there  to  be  holden  untill  the  second  Sunday  in  May  1798  & 
that  the  Regalia,  Records,  &c*  be  sent  there  under  a  strong 
Guard,  the  Head  Constable  having  the  charge  of  them. 

This  brings  us  to  an  abrupt  conclusion  of  the  extant 
records,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  information  forth- 
coming as  to  how  long  the  club  continued  its  existence, 
flourishing  enough,  it  vsrould  seem,  at  the  time  when  its 
proceedings  cease  to  be  chronicled.  It  may  have  been 
broken  up  unexpectedly  for  some  reason  unknown,  or  the 
Head  Constable  may  perhaps  have  failed  in  the  discharge 
of  his  arduous  duties,  for  a  sword-hilt,  a  fragment  of  the 
Regalia,  was  a  year  or  two  ago  found  in  a  ditch,  and  is 
now  prized  by  one  of  the  Sefton  cottagers. 

We  cannot  more  appropriately  bid  farewell  to  our 
serio-comic  friends  than  by  quoting  Mr.  Horley's  conclu- 
sion to  one  of  his  papers  : — 

[*  And  this  reminds  me  that  I  must  now  beat  a  retreat, 
with  many  apologies  for  having  taken  up  so  much  of  your 
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Abram,  John 

Addison,  Henry 

Aikin,  — 

Aitkins,  Robert  E. 

Alcock,  Edw. 

Alder,  — 

Allingham,  Charles 

Allman  (or  Halman),  Thomas 

Ansddl,  James 

Ansdell,  Robert 

Anstie,  — 

Armstrong,  T.  (mayor,  1809) 

Ashbumer,  Thomas 

Astley,  James  (mayor,  1795) 

Atherton,  Edw. 


Backhouse,  Daniel 

Backhouse,  John 

Backop,  James 

Bailie,  Captain  Richard 

Bainbridge,  George 

Baldwin,  — 

Bancroft,  Edw. 

Bancroft,  Thomas 

Banner,  Edw.  (mayor,  1786) 

Barrymore,  — 

Bayley,  Richard 

Baynes,  — 

Beard,  — 

Beckett,  Stephen 

Beckwith,  — 

Begg,  William 

Benson,  Ralph 


Berry,  — 
Betson,  Robert 
Bevan,  George 
Bevan,  James 
Bevanly,  — 
Binfield,  Rev.  Edw. 
Bird,  Frederick  W. 
Black,  Andrew 
Blackburn,  John  A. 
Blackstock,  Edw. 
Blackstock,  John 
Blair,  David 
Blair,  Jos. 
Bold,  Henry 
Bolton,  John 
Booth,  Thomas 
Bootle,  Robert 
Boult,  John 
Boulton,  Charles 
Bousquet,  James 
Bowden,  W. 
Bowdon,  B. 
Bowdon,  Joseph 
Bradkirk,  — 
Brennand,  John 
Bridge,  —  (mayor,  1804) 
Bridge,  James 
Briggs,  — 
Bright,  Richard 
Bromfield,  Benjamin 
Broussard,  Chr. 
Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Captain  James 
Brown,  James 
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Bume,  Patrick 
Byrom,  Ashton 
Byrom,  Henry 


Calcott,  W.  J.  (mayor,  1792  and  1794) 

Caldwell,  Charles 

Campbell,  Daniel 

Camplin,  William 

Carmichael,  John 

Carson,  — 

Cartwright,  Thomas 

Carver,  John 

Caton,  Jos. 

Cheshyre,  Samuel  (mayor,  1785) 

Christian,  William  T. 

Clarke,  John 

Clarke,  Thrasycles 

Clegg,  John 

Cleminson,  John 

Clough,  Samuel 

Clowes,  Robert 

Cobham,  Elijah  (mayor,  1797) 

Cottham,  — 

Cooper,  John 

Crosbie,  James 

Culcheth,  — 


Dakin,  Edw. 
Dampe,  Hans 
Darran,  Edw. 
Darwen,  Edw. 
Daubuz,  L.  C. 
Davenport,  Richard 
Davenport,  W. 
Davitts,  John 
Dawson,  James 
Dawson,  Thomas 
Denison,  William 
Denton,  Richard 
Devaynes,  Benjamin 
Dicas,  John 
Dickson,  James 
Dignum,  — 
Dobb,  Richard 


Dodson,  Andrew,  sen. 
Dodson,  Andrew,  jun. 
Dodson,  George 
Doughty,  William 
Duke,  Thomas 
!  Dunbar,  — 
Dunn,  Thomas  S. 
Durand,  John  Paul 
Dyer,  Henry  W. 

Earle,  Walter 
Edwards,  Thomas 
Ellames,  Peter  (recorder) 
Ellis,  Francis  E. 
Ellison,  Arthur 
Eyes,  — 

Falcon,  Thomas 

Farrell,  William 

Faucett,  John 

Fawcett,  — 

Ferguson,  John 

Fillan,  Andrew 

Fillan,  Dr. 

Fisher,  Charles 

Fisher,  R. 

Fletcher,  Caleb 

Flood,  Captain 

Foster,  John 

Fotheringham,  R.  (mayor,  1806) 

Fowden,  — 

Frith,  R. 

Frodsham,  Henry 

Garbers,  J.  C.  H. 
Gardner,  John 
Garner,  — 
Gaskcll,  Thomas 
Gassiot,  — 
Gernen,  William 
Gibb,  John 
Gill,  James 
Golightly,  Richard 
Goodwin,  Samuel 
Gordon,  Thomas 
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Gore,  John 
Grayson,  Edward 
Greaves,  Chr, 
Green,  George 
Green,  Richard 
Grundy,  James 

Hadkinson,  William  (mayor,  1796) 

Hall,  Jos. 

Halliday,  Nicholas 

Halstead,  Rev.  P. 

Haniell,  Martin 

Hanley,  Richard 

Harding,  John 

Harding,  William 

Harper,  Richard 

Harper,  William 

Harrison,  Richard 

Harrocks,  — 

Haswetl,  — 


Captaij 
Hey  wood,  John 
Hickman,  John 


'  Johnson,  John 

;  Johnson,  Rev,  Thonias 

Karberg,  Lawrence 
I  Kaye,  Josh 
I  Kaye,  R. 
I  Kean,  John 

I  Ker,  George 
,  Ker,  William 

Kirkby,  Rev.  — 
i  Kirkby,  Robert 

'  Knox,  John 

Langdale,  John 
Lapworth,  John 
.  Laval,  John  C. 

Leech,  Rev.  John  L. 

Leigh,  George 
I  Lickbarrow,  Henry 
I  Lickbarrow,  W.  H.  (mayor,  1788) 
I  Lill,W.  B.  (mayor,  1801) 


Hilton,  William 
Hinde,  Isaac 


H 


Holland,  Francis 
Holland,  Peter 

Holland,    Thomas  (or  Right   Hon. 
Lord  H.),  mayor  1784 

Holt,  John 
Homer,  £dw. 
Howard,  Robert 


Jackson,  Robert 
Johnson,  James 


\  Lorimer,  Ellis 
Lowe,  Josh 
Lowe,  Ralph 
Loxam,  Rev.  Richard 
Lucy,  Michael 

Marshall,  John 

Martin,  Godfrey 

Martin,  William 

J  Mather,  Thomas 

\  Matthews,  William 

Mattocks,  — 
;  Meredith,  Edw, 
I  Metcalfe,  George 
i  M 
M 


Mills,  John  (mayor) 


490 


SEFTON 


Milne,  — 

McKenzie,  Andrew 
McLean,  — 
McNeil,  — 
Moir,  W. 

Molyneux,  Anthony 
Molyncux,  Edmund 
Montague,  James 
Mony  penny,  — 
Moore,  Philip 
Moreland,  John 
Moreland,  Thomas 
Mort,  Jonadab 
Munden,  Jos.  S. 
Murray,  Lord  Henry 
McViccar,  Duncan 

Nabb,  William 

Naylor,  Thomas  (recorder) 

Neilson  (of  Fairhurst) 

Neilson,  William  (mayor,  1 790) 

Nelson,  W. 

Newsham,  Edward 

Newsham,  Henry 

Newsham,  Thomas  (mayor,  1796) 

Norris,  Henry 

Nungrave,  Waring 

Oakcs,  Humphrey 
Oakes,  James  (mayor) 
O' Brian,  Jos. 
Ogden,  James 
Okeover,  H  aught  on  F. 

Parke,  Robert 

Parr,  Edward 

Patten,  Samuel 

Payne,  John 

Payne,  Thomas  (mayor,  1 797) 

Penny,  James 

Percival,  James 

Phillips,  Henry 

Pickering,  Edu*-. 

Pickering,  Henry 

I^i&fc'^t,  Alex. 


Pillson,  Philip 
Podmore,  Captain 
Podmore,  Harry 
Pollard,  William 
Pope,  — 
Porter,  James 
Potter,  Thomas 
Preston,  Robert 
Price,  Samuel 


Raby,  — 
Rawhns,  Jos. 
Remington,  Reginald 
Ribton,  John 
Richardson,  Captain 
Richardson,  Cobham 
Richardson,  Robert 
Rigby,  William 

Rigg,  E. 
Rigg,  William 
Riley,  Samuel 
Roberts,  James  Wrigley 
Robinson,  Charles  J. 
Robinson,  John 
Rogers,  Edw. 
Rogers,  Thomas 
Rose,  — 

Rothwell,  Rev.  R. 
Rutter,  Dr. 
Ryan,  James 


Sale,  James 

Sause,  John 

Savage,  John 

Say,  Robert 
I  Sedgwick,  James 
I  Sibbald,  Andrew 

Sibbald,  John 

Sherman,  Thomas 

Skillhorn,  William 

Slater,  William 

Smeathman,  William 
I  Spearman,  — 

Stanistreet,  Dr.  Henry 
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Stanistreet,  William 
Stanton,  John  (mayor,  1791) 
Stokes,  Francis  Smith 
Strong,  — 
Swift,  ~ 


Tarleton,  Clayton 
Tarleton,  T. 
Taylor,  C.  F. 
Taylor,  James 
Taylor,  Michael 
Taylor,  Thomas 
Terry,  William 
Thomas,  John 
Thompson,  William 
Thorn,  Thomas 
Tobin,  John 
Tomlinson,  John 
Troutbeck,  Anthony 


Unsworth,  W^illiam  (mayor,  1793) 


Walford,  Richard 

Walford,  Robert 

W^alker,  Richard 

Wallace,  William 

Wain,  William 

Ward,  J. 

Ward,  Thomas  (mayor,  1780) 

W'atson,  John 

Watts,  George  Warren 


Welch,  — 

West,  William 

Westmacott,  — 

Westwood,  Obadiah 

Whalley,  — 

Wharton,  Aretas 

Whitehead,  Rev.  — 

Whitfield,  — 

Wilkinson,  Thomas 

Williames,  Matthew 

Williamson,  James  (recorder) 

Williamson,  Jos. 

Wilson,  Charles 

Wilson,  Henry 

Wilson,  Isaac 

Winstanley,  John 

Wood,  Captain 

Woodward,  Augustine 

Woodward,  Thomas  (mayor,  1 798) 

Worswick,  Alex. 

Worswick,  Richard 

Worswick,  Thomas 

Wotherspoon,  Alex. 

Wright,  James 

Wright,  Rev.  John 

Wright,  Richard 

Wright,  W.  N. 


Yate,  John 


Zuill,  John 
Zuill,  John,  jun. 
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MINISTER'S  ACCOUNT   OF  ST.   MARY'S  CHANTRY 
IN   SEFTON,   LANCASHIRE,    1550. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records.     Class  29,  Bundle  126.     Ministers*  Accounts  of 
Chantries  in  Lancashire.     Roll  I  to  3  Edward  VL 

Cantaria  Compus  |.dicti  Richardi  Rayneshawe  Armigeri 

beate  Marie     Collectoris    Redd  ifem   Computaii  ^  duob)  Ann  is 

in  Sefton.       f[^\i  ^j  ffestum  sci  Michis  Archi  Anno  r  rf  Edwardi 

Sexti  Tercio. 
Arreragia.  Nulla  quia  est  primus  Compus  s  ad  vsum  Dni  Rf . 

Sm* — nulla. 
Sed  r  de  iiij  //.  viij  s.  de  Redd  it  sive  ffirm  vnius 

^ffirlfi^  ^^       *^"^^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^'  ^""^  ^'^^^^^  '"  Keverley  1  Walton 
in  le   Dale  in  tenura  Wittmi  Marcham  ad  xliiij  s.   p 

Annu  solvend  ad  fiesta  ibm  vsualia  vt  p3  librum  supvis  vidett  hie 

in  onle  p  duob5  Annis  finitf  ad  fl'm  sup'd.     Et  de  Ix  s.  de  Redd 

sive  ffirm  Alterius  tefiti  T  xvj  acr  terr  cum  ptineii  ibidem  in  tenura 

Thome  Marcham  p  Annu  xxx  s.  sot  e  t  hie  in  one  vt  sup*. 

ni* — vij  //.  vnj  s. 

«.        ,,  ^  Et   de    xl    s.   de    ffirma    Molend   ventritici    in 

itirma  MoT.       _,  .  .  r^>    -,-»«..  t^    1  . 

Thorneton  m  tenura  sive  occupacoe  Robti  Perkinson 

ad  XX  s.  p  Annii  sot  ad  tcios  ibm  vsuales  hie  in  oSe  vt  sup*. 

Sm* — xl  J. 

Sm*  Oneris  pdicti — ix  //.  viij  s,  D  quib)  exon"'  hie  de  xlvij.r. 

de  Medietate  Reddit Iffirm  dicte  nuper  Cantar  debitf  ad  ffestum 
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Pasche  Anno  Scdo  Regis  E.  Sexti  T:  p  nup  Incumben  re?  anteq"m 

possession  eiusct  in  man  Dili  Rf  devenerunt  racone  Actus  jliamen 

in  ea  pte  edit  T:  pvis.    Et  Alio"*"  ei — iij  s.  solut  Audit  p 

^*     5^     factur  et  scriptur  istius  Compi  et  onies  pcett  eiusd 

videit  p   vno  Anno  T;  DT.     Et   Debet    vj  //.   xviij  s. 

Quos  libavit  sibi  ipi   Rec  ex  Recognicone  §  sup  hunc  Compm 

coram  Audit. 

Et  quietus  est. 


MINISTER'S    ACCOUNT  OF  MOLYNEUX   CHANTRY 
IN    SEFTON,   LANCASHIRE,    1550. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records.     Class  29,  Bundle  126.     Ministers*  Accounts  of 
Chantries  in  Lancashire.     Roll  i  to  3  Edward  VL 

Nuper  Compus   predicti    Rici    Rayneshavve   Armigeri 

Cantaf  voc      Collector  Redd  iftm  p  tempus  pd. 
Molyneux 

chaunlry  in 

Ecctia  de 

Sefton  pit. 

Arr.  Nulla  quia  est  primus  Compus  ad  vsum  Dfii  Rf. 

Sin* — nulla. 

Sed   r  de — xj  //'.  xvij  s,  ij  d,  de  Reddit  T:  firm 
Reddit  t       jj^g  ^^j.y  g^  ^^^^  jji^ig  pgQ^  jij^jgg  j^^^^  jj^  jj^g  ^jfl. 

subscript  vidett  de  firma  vft  tefiti  et  xv  acr  terr 
cum  ptifl  in  Aintre  in  tenura  Johannis  [blank]  p  Annu  xxxiij  s. 
iiij  d.  Redd  Alterius  tefiti  T:  ij  acr  terr  ibm  in  tenura  Rofcti  Haye 
p  Annu  V  s,  ffirm  Alter  Tcftti  cum  vj  acr  terr  iac  in  Assheton  in 
Makerfeldc  in  tenura  Brani  Marche  p  Annu  xv  s.  viij  d,  ffirm 
alter  tefiti  T:  viij  acr  terr  T;  di  cum  ptift  iacefi  in  Thorneton  in 
tenura  Witti  Tyriarre  p  Annu  xviij  s.  j  d,  ffirma  vnius  pcefl*  terr 
in  ffizacreley  cont  p  est  vfl  acr  in  tenura  Edi  flyzacreley  p  Annu 
ij  s,  X  d.  ffirm  divs  pcett  terr  ibm  cont  p  estimac  iiij"""  acr  \  dl  in 
tenura  vx  Rob*^ti  Lee  p  Annu  ix  s,  vfi  tent  1  vft  acr  terr  in 
Hulmore  in  tenura  Wittmi  fferror  p  Annu  iij  s.  vft  teftt  1  quinq**^ 
acr  terr  cum  ptift  in  Orrell  in  tenura  Rob*^ti  Haughton  p  Ani3um 


ffirm. 


APPENDIX  495 

xj  s,  ffirma  alterius  teftti  et  iiij  acr  terr  in  Maughill  in  tenura 
Hugonis  Asmoll  p  Annu  viij  s,  x  d.  Dm  pcett  terr  in  Lytherlande 
con?  p  estimac  vfi  acr  terr  in  tenur  Rogeri  Mercer  p  Annu  ij  s, 
ij  d.  Divert  pcett  terr  in  Morehouses  cont  vA  acr  terr  in  tenura 
Witti  Morecrofte  p  Annu  ij  s,  vj  d.  firma  vfi  pcett  terr  in  Lyther- 
pole  in  tenura  Rici  Mercer  p  Annu  x  d.  ffirfh  Alterius  pcett  terr 
ifem  in  tenura  Jobnis  Roose  p  Annu  xx  d.  Alter  pcett  terr  itSm 
in  tenura  Thome  Hensley  p  Annu  xx  d,  vfi  acr  terr  in  Kirkedale 
in  tenura  Jacobi  Mercer  p  Annu  ij  s,  vfi  pcett  terr  in  Sefton  con? 
di  acr  terr  in  tenura  Gilb^ti  Alfarth  p  Annu  xij  d.  in  toto  p  Annu 
Cxviij  J.  vij  d,  vt  p3  librum  supvi^  hie  in  one  p  duob)  Annis  ad 
festu  sci  Micbis  Archi  A«  iij«*"  Rf.     E.  vj^*. 

ni* — XJ  //.  xvij  s.  ij  d. 
Sm*  OSis  pd — xj  //'.  xvij.  s.  ij  d.  Bquib} 
Exonerat""  hie  de — lix  s.  iij  d,  ob.  de  Medietate  Reddit  T; 
ffirm  diet  nup  Cant  debit  ad  festum  Pasche  Anno  Scdo  Rf  pd 
et  p  nup  Incubeft  re^  anteq*m  possessiones  eiusd  in  mafl  Dfti 
Rf  devener  Racone  Actus  pliameft  inde  edi?  \  pviS  Et  Debet — 
viij  //.  xvij  s,  X  d.  ob.  Qui  exonerant*"  hie  Eo  qd  Concebant"^ 
p  quendm  Edwardu  Molyneux  Cl^icum  cuidm  Thome  Kirkeby 
nup  Incumbefl  dicte  nup  Cantarie  p  termio  vite  §  Et  post  eius 
decessum  remaner  dco  Edwardo  Molyneux  et  hered  §  imppetuu 
p  cuius  pbacone  pd  Thorn  Kirkeby  ptulit  in  Cur  Duca?  pd 
quodd*m  scriptum  indentat  de  terr  T:  possession  pd  sic  eisd 
Thome  Kirkeby  Ac  Edwardo  Molyneux  et  hered  dicti  Edwardi 
imppetuu  dat  %  concesS  sup  Exalac  cuius  quid  scripti  per 
Canccllar  T:  Consiliii  Ducat  pdci  Determlat  et  Decretu  est  terlo 
sci  Micbis  Archi  Anno  Tercio  Rf  pd  qd  Thomas  Kirkeby  ac 
Edwardus  Molyneux  et  hered  5  terr  T;  possession  su^*d  herent 
1  gauderent  in  forma  pd  Salvo  semp  iure  et  titlo  dci  Dfli  Rf  hered 
T  success  §  Aliquo  modo  imposterum  pbandput  in  eodem  Decreto 
penes  Audrem  plefi  apparet. 

Et  hie  Eq; 
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PARTICULARS  OF  LEASES,  ST.  MARY'S  CHANTRY 

SEFTON,   LANC,    1569. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster.     Particular  of  Lease.     Lane.  No.  - .     Chantry  I^ase, 

6 

Class  29.     Bun.  279. 

Com'  Lane. 


ffirm  unius  teiiti  et  xx^  acr  terr  cu  ptin  in 
vat  in  Keverdley  et  Walton  in   le  Dale  in  tenura 
Wittmi  Macham  Reddend  inde  Afitim  xliiij  s.y 


Cantaf     v 

apud  alte 

t5te  Marie 

infra 

Ecctiam  de 

Sefton  in 

Com  pd2o. 

ffirm  al'tius  Tefiti  et  xvj  acr  ?re  cum  ptin  modo  vel  nuper  in 

tenura  sive  occupac  Thome  Macham  Reddend  inde  antim  xxx  s. 

ffirm  unius  moti  ventritici   in   Thorneton  modo  vel  nuper   in 

tenura  sive  occupac  Inciibentis  ibm  Reddend  inde  Afitim  xx  s, 

UIJ  It,  XlllJ  s. 

Make  a  leasse  of  the  premisses  to  Thomas  Holmes  for  xxj 
yercsbegyningat  Easter  1548  paying  yearly  iiij//.  xiiij  j.  attermes 
usual  and  allowyng  y®  tymber  for  the  reparacons. 

Wittm  Paget,  Absq  pviso. 


Datkd  Edward  VI. 

PENSIONS   TO   CHANTRY    PRIESTS   OF   SEFTON, 

1547-1553. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster,  Pensions  to  Chantry  Priests,  Class  25,  No.  15a. 

Pcncyons  and  annuities  allowed  and  apoynted  the 
day  of  in  the  ycrc  of  the  Reigne  of  our  Sovereign 

Lord  Edward  the  Sixt  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  England 
ffraunce  and  Ireland  Defendor  of  the  ffaithe  and  of  the  Church 
of  England  &  also  of  Ireland  in  earth  the  Supreme  heade  in 
manner   &  forme  hereafter  following  by  Sir  Walter  Myldmay 
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Knyght  and  Robert  Kcyhvay  Ksquycr  to  the  Incumbents  and 
Mynisters  of  dyws  late  Colleges  Chauntreys  and  ffree  chappies 
and  to  Stypendary  prysts  and  to  all  other  psons  herafter  named 
according  to  the  forme  and  effecte  of  a  Commyssion  in  that 
behalff  made  and  directed  by  the  Kings  Maiestie  to  the  seid 
S**  Walter  Myldemay  and  Robert  Keyhvaye  under  the  grete 
Scale  of  England  bering  date  the  day  of  in  the 

yere  of  the  reigne  of  our  souraigne  Lorde  the  Kinge 
Wheruppon  seuall  ires  patentes  are  to  be  made  out  in  due  form 
to  the  said  psons  under  the  Scale  of  the  Countye  Palantyne  of 
Lancastr'  And  this  warraunt  subscrybed  \v***  the  hands  of  the 
said  S^  Walter  Myldmaye  and  Robert  Keyhvaye  to  be  sufficient 
warraunt  to  the  Chauncellor  and  Councell  and  all  other  Officers 
and  Mynisters  of  the  said  Courte  of  the  said  Duchie  for  the  tyme 
being  for  the  making  furth  sealing  and  delyuerye  of  the  said 
seurall  tres  patentes  according  to  the  forme  and  effect  of  the 
said  Commyssion. 

Rex  OiTiib}  ad  quos  Ic  saltm  Cum  terr  1c  ad  vict  et  susten- 
tacoem  Rob^'^'t  Pkynson  Incubentf  nup  Cantar  be  Marie  infra 
ecciiam  de  Sefton  in  Com  Lancastr  extendefi  ad  quatuor  libr  et 
sex  solid  p  annu  ad  manus  nras  Ic  Sciatis  qd  nos^c  dedimus  T' 
pfato  Rob*\o  quandni  anuitat  sive  anualem  pencoem  quatuor  libi 
et  sex  solid  legalis  monete  Anglie  Hend  Ic  pfato  Rob*'^to  a  festc 
Pasche  ultimo  pteritad  t'minu  vite  sue  p  manus  Ic  et  cum  puisf 
pdictC  Ic  ut  supra  Ic. 

Rex  Oiriib}  ad  quos  Ic  Saltm  Cum  terr  Ic  ad  vict  et  susten- 
tacoem  Thome  Kyrkeby  Incumbentf  nup  Cantar  vocat  Moly- 
neux  Ctiuntrie  in  ecctia  de  Sefton  in  Com  Lancastr  extendeii  ad 
quinq}  lib?  et  ultra  p  annii  ad  manus  nras  Ic  Sciatis  qd  nos 
dedim  Ic  pfato  Thome  quadm  anuitat  sive  anuat  pencoem  quinq} 
libr  legalis  monete  Anglie  Hend  Ic  pfato  Thome  a  fes?  Pasche 
ultimo  pretito  ad  terminu  vit  sue  p  manus  Ic  et  cu  puisf  pdictf 
T;c  ut  supra  Ic. 


K  K 
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LEASE  OF   CHANTRY  OF   ST.  MARY  AT    SEFTON, 

1 548. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster,  Division  XI.,  Books  of  Inrolments  of  Leases.     Vol.  W.  fo.  7b. 

Cantaf  Bte  ^^^  ^^  firmam  dimisit  Thome  Holmes  tot  ifl* 

Marie  in  nup  Cantar  apud  altar  bte  Marie  fundat  infra  ecctiam 
ecctia  de  de  Sefton  in  Com  Lancastr  modo  dissolut  Ac  oiiiia 
befton.  |.^j.~  ^^^i  ^^  hereditament  eidm  Cantar  nup  spectafl 
sive  ptifi  ac  postea  resitat  videlt  vnu  tefttii  et  vigint  acr  terre  cu 
ptifl  in  Kcverdley  et  Waltoft  in  le  Dale  modo  vel  nup  in  tenur 
Wittmi  Macham  Ac  alter  teftt  et  sexdcci  acr  terr  cu  ptift  modo 
vel  nup  in  tenur  sive  occupacone  Thome  Macham  Acecia  vnu 
Molend  ventriticu  in  Thorneton  modo  vel  nup  in  tenur  sive 
occupacone  Incubentf  ibm  Que  quidra  Cantar  tefit  et  ceter  pmis§ 
dco  Dfto  Regi  et  hered  suis  auc*te  cuiusdam  acl  de  Cantar  ad 
manus  dici  Ufii  deveniendf  nup  edit  et  pvig  nup  diet  et  concess 
fuer  Ac  modo  pceit  ducal  Lancastr  in  Coni  Lancastr  pd  existeft 
Hend  et  Tenend  Cantar  pdict  ac  ceter  omia  et  singla  pmi.sS  supius 
express  et  specifical  cvl  ptifl  pfat  Thome  et  assigfi  suis  a  festo 
Pasche  vltimo  pterito  ante  dat  pnciu  vsq3  ad  finem  ?mT  vigint 
vnius  anno^  extunc  &c*  Reddend  inde  annuatim  &c*  quatuor  libr 
et  quatuordcci  solid  legalf  monete  Anglie  in  forma  scquefi  vidett 
p  pdict  vno  tefito  et  vigint  acr  terr  cu  ptifi  modo  vel  nup  in  tenur 
pd  Wittmi  Macham  quadraginl  quatuor  solid  Ac  p  pd  alter  teftt 
et  sexdecl  acr  terr  cii  ptiA  modo  vel  nup  in  tenur  sive  occupacone 
pd  Thome  Macham  triginl  solid  Acecia  p  pd  Molend  ventritico 
in  Thorneton  modo  vel  nup  in  tenur  sive  occupacone  pd  IncGbent 
ibm  vigin?  solid  ad  festa  Sci  Michis  arcbi  et  aniiciacois  bte  Marie 
p  cquat  porcones  anuati  solvend  Et  pfat  firmar  et  assigfi  sui 
repabunt  sustentabunt  et  manutenebunt  tefil  pd  ac  ceter  pmisS 
supius  express  et  spccificat  cu  ptifl  sumptib}  suis  ppr  et  expenss 
durafl  ?mio  pd  pter  qd  idili  firmar  et  assigfi  sui  bebunt  sufficieii 
maercm  p  repacone  tefito^  pd  et  ceteroj  pmisS  p  assigfi  ct  deli- 
baconcm  officiar  dci  Dni  Regf  ibm  p  tempe  existefl  Et  sic  bfl  et 
sufficient  rcpat  sustental  et  manuteni  in  fine  ?mi  pd  in  omib} 
dimittent    Et  si  cotingat  &c*  per  quadraginl  dies  &c*    In  cuius 


APPENDIX  499 

rei  &c*  Dal  apud  Westfn  octavo  die  Junij  Anno  rcgni  dci  dni  RcgC 

Edwardi  scxti  Secundo. 

p  Consilium  Ducat  pdict. 

{A  copy  of  this  iked  is  io  be  found  under  date  1 549  ///  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records^ 
Class  II,  No.  4,  Edward  VI.     Chantry  leases yfo.  76.) 


MINISTER'S   ACCOUNTS   OF   THE   CHANTRY   OF 
ST.    MARY,   SEFTON,    LANC,    1569. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster.     Minister's  Accounts.     loth  Elizabeth.     Class  29,  Bun.  279. 

Nuper  Cant  Compus  Thome  Holmes  firmaribm  per  tempus 

t)te  Marie  in     predictum. 
Selton.  ^ 

.  Nulla    prout    patet    in    pedc  compi   anni   prox 

Arreragia.  ,  ^  ^ 

precedeii. 

Sm — nulla 

^  Sed  r  do  iiij  //.  xiiij  s.  de  firma  tocius  illius  nuper 

Cantar'  ibm  cum  oiTiibus  terris  et  teutis  dee  nuper 

Cantar  ptinen  sivc  spectan  sic  per  Indenturamsubsigilloducatus 

Lane  dat  viij^  die  Junij  anno  secundo  nuper  rC  E.  vj**  Thome 

Holmes  ad  firmam  dimiifs  Hentt  ""t  tenend  cantariam  predictam 

cum  ptineii   prefato  Thome  et  assi^natis  suis  a  festo    Pasche 

ultimo  preterito  usque  ad  finem  term!  xxj""  anno^  extunc  prox 

sequefi  1  plenarie  complendo)^   Reddendo   inde  annual  prefato 

dflo  regi  et  hered  suis  iiij  //.  xiiij  J.  ad  festa  Sancti  Micftis  Archi  et 

Anunciaconis  fcte  Marie  Virginis  Et  prefatus  firmaret  assign  sui 

repabunt  et  manutenebunt  omia  et  singula  pmissa  sumptibus 

suis  proprijs  et  expefi  durau  termlo  Cum  clausula  Reintraconis 

pro  !ion  solucone  firme  pred  T:  xlt  dies  hoc  anno  termi  sui  xx^ 

m — nij  //.  xnij  s, 

m  firme  pa — nij  //.  xuij  s.  D. 

quibus  allocatur  ei  ij  s,  solut  auditori  pro  factura  et  Scriptura 

istius  compi  hoc  anno  ut  in  precedeii  Et  debet — iiij  //.  xij  s.  Quos 

Hb^auit  Radpho  Asshton  Rec  ptic  ibm  de  exitibus  officii  sui  huius 

anni  ex  Recognicone  sua  super  hunc  compm  coram  Auditore. 

Et  eq}. 

K  K2 
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GRANT  OF  CHANTRY   OF   ST.   MARY   AT   SKFTON 

Patent  Roll,  4  James  I.,  part  13,  m.  (not  no''). 

.    .,  .  Rex  &c.   omib3  ad  quos  &c.  sattin   Sciatis  qcl 

^:  hereit  "^^  t*  ^  "^  considcracoc  boni  vi  fidet  &  acceptabit 
WiHo  Hlake  %\x\Q  p  dilcm  subditum  nrm  Oliverum  Crumwell 
Robto  Mili't  nobis  multiplicii  pstit  &  impcnS  dc  gra  nra 
spiali  ac  ex  eta  sciencia  &  mero  motu  mis  dedim-^ 
&  conccssim^  ac  p  pscntcs  p  nob  herd  &  successorib5  nris  dam^ 
&  concedim^  ditcis  subditis  nus  Witto  Blake  &  Rob*^to  Vndcr- 
wood genlosis  hcrert  &  assigfi  suis  un  claus  siue  croft  nr  jacen 
in  vilt  de  Huntington  locatam  Dovehouse  close  quondam  in 
tenura  Willelmi.     .... 

Xecnon  tot  itt  nup  Cantar  nr  apud  Altar  be  Marie  fundat 
infra  ecctiam  de  Sefton  in  Coiii  nro  Lancastr  cum  .suis  ptiii.     . 

•  •••••• 

Et  vltius  de  vK'^iori  gFa  ni^a  spiali  ac  ex  eta  sciencia  &  mero 
motu  nus  p  consideracoe  pdict  dedim^  &  concessim^  ac  p  psentes 
p  nob  hered  &  succe.ssorib5  nus  dam^  &  concedim^  pfat  Witto 
Blake  &  Rob*^ to  Vndcrwood  genlosisac  hered  &  assign  suis  oriiia 
&  singula  messua^  molendiu  domos  edificia  .structur  horr  stabut 
columbar  hort  pomar  gardin  terr  ten  prat  pasc  pastur  coTas  terr 
dnicat"  bosc  subbosc  aquas  piscar  piscacdes  ac  sot  &  fund  eoidem 
&  eo^  cuiuslt  miner  quarr  reddit  reiicoes  &  suicia  iur  iurisdiccoes 
franches  priuileg  pficcomodital  aduantag  emolument  &  heredita- 
ment nTa  quccunq3  cum  eo^  ptin  vniusis  cuiuscunq}  sint  gefiis 
natur  seu  speciei  seu  quibuscunq3  nomi  seu  quocumq3  ^^'^ 
sciant"  censeant"  nuncupent"  seu  cogno.scant"  pdict  Cantar 
messuag  terr  ten  &  ceter  pmiss  supius  p  psentes  concess  seu  cos 
alicui  vel  aliquib3  quoquo  modo  spectan  ptinefi  inciden  vel 
appenden  aut  vt  membr  part  vel  parcett  eo^dem  Cantar  messuag 
pastur  terr  ten  &  ceto^  pmisso>  suj.ius  p  psentes  pconces§'seu  eoi 
aliquox  vel  alicuius  vnqm  vel  ad  aliquod  tempus  antehac  hit 
cognit  occupat  vsitat  seu  reputat  necnon  reucoem  &  reilaes 
rcmaner&  rcmaner  nr  oim  &  singulo^  pdict  Cantar  messuag  terr 
ten  &  hereditament   pdict  ac  ce?o^    pmissoj  supius   p  psentes 
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jyconccs§  &  cuius! t  indc  parcett  depcndcn  scu  cxpcctau  dc  in  vcl 
sup  aliquod  donu  sivc  dona  concession  sive  concessiones  dimis- 
sionem  scu  dimissioncs  quascunq5  sive  quecunq3  de  pmissis  sive 
dc  aliqua  indc  parcett  vnqm  antehac  fact  scu  conccs's  taiu  de 
recordo  qui  non  de  recordo.     Dam^  vr?ius  &  ,p  considerac  Sdict 
de  vbiori  gra  nTa  sjiiali  ac  ex  eta  sciencia  &  mero  motu  nris  p 
nob  hered  &  successorib5    niis  conccdim^  pfat  Witto  Blake  & 
Rob*'^to  Vnderwood  hered  &  assign   suis  omia  &  oinimod  bosc 
subbosc  &  arbores  nras  quascunq;  de  in  &  sup  oinib3  &  singulis 
pmissis  p  psentes  dat  &  concesJi  aut  aliquam  inde  parcett  crescen 
seu  existen  ac  tot  terr  fund  &  solum  eo^dem  bosco^  subboscoj  & 
arboj  Ac  reucoem  &  reuercoes  quamcunq5  &  quascun(i5  o'lm  & 
singulox  pmisso^  supius  p  'psentes  pconces's  &  cuiusit  inde  parcelle 
necnon  o'lm  &  singulox  redd  it  &  annuat  pfic  quecunq5  reseruat 
sup  quibuscunq3  dimission  seu  concession  autquacunq5  dimissiofi 
vel  concession  de  pmissis  p  psentes  pconces§  seu  de  aliqua  inde 
parcett  fact,  ac  oTm  &  singulo^  reddit  &  annuaf  pfic  01m  &  sin- 
gulo^  eo>dem  pmissoj  supiws  p  psentes  pconces's  &  cuiusit  inde 
parcett.     Dam^  vl?ius  ac  p  psentes  p  nob  hered  &  successorib5 
nris  concedim^  ^fat  Witto  Blake  &  Rob^to  Vnderwood  hered  & 
assign  suis  pdicl  Cantar  messuag  terr  ten  ac  ceta  omia  &  singula 
pmissa  supius  p  psentes  pconcess'  cum  eo^  ptin  vniiisis  adeoplene 
lib*'^e  &  integre  ac  in  tam  amplis  modo  &  forma  put  ea  oniia  & 
singula  pmissa  aut  aliqua  inde  parcett  ad  manus  nras  seu  ad  manus 
[icharissimoi  Henr  Octavi  &  Edwardi  Sexti  nup  Regum  Anglic 
aut  ad  manus  pcharissime  Marie  nup  Regine  Anglic  aut  ad  manus 
pcharissime  Elizabeth  nup  Regine  Anglic  rone  vel  ptextu  dis- 
solucois  vel  sursumredd  alicuius  nup  Monaster  sive  Priorat  Cantar 
aut  rone  vel  ptextu  alicuius  exchambij  vel  pquisicinis  aut  alicuius 
doni  vel  conces^  aut  alicuius  attinctur  sive  forisiour  aut  rone  vel 
ptextu  alicuius  Actus  Parliament  aut  aliquo^  Actuu  Parliam*  aut 
rone  cschaet  seu  quocunq3  alio  legali  modo  iure  seu  titulo  de- 
venerunt  seu  devenire  debuerunt  ac  in  manib3  nris  iam  existunt 
scu  existere  debent  vel  deberent.     Que  quidem 

Ac  tot  itt  ^dict  nup  Cantar  apud  Altar  fee  Marie  fundat  infra 
cccliam  de  Sefton  pdict  in  d(To  Coin  Lancastr  cum  suis  ptin  p 
particular  inde  extendif  ad  clarum  annut  valor  quatuor  librai  & 
octodecem  solid.  ...... 
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Hend  tcnend  &  gaudend  pdict  Cantar  messuag  molendin  terr 
teii  prat  pasc  partur  moras  mariscos  boscos  subboscos  ac  sot  & 
fund  eo^dem  pfic  conioditat  aduantag  priuilcdg  emolument  & 
hereditament  nraquecunq)  acceVa  omia  &  singula  j^missa  supius 
expsK  &  spificat  ac  p  p'sentcs  mencionat  fore  concesS  cum  suis 
iurib}  membris  &  ptin  vniOsis  ac  reuS5em  &  reucoes  quacunq}  & 
quascunq3  oTm  &  singulo^  eoxdem  pmisso^  &  eo^  cuiuslt  ac 
reddit  &  aiiuat  pfic  quecunqj  reseruat  de  in  &  sup  quacunq} 
dimissione  vel  quibuscunq5  dimissionib5  de  pmissis  seu  de  aliqua 
inde  parcett  antehac  fact  &  pantea  concesS  ac  omia  at  reddit  & 
profic  pmisso^  &  cuiustt  inde  parcett  pfat  Witto  Blake  &  Rob^to 
Vndervvood  hered  &  assigu  suis  ad  solum  &  ppriu  opus  &  vsum 
ipoj  Witti  Blake  &  Rob^ti  Vndenvood  hcrcd  &  assign  suoj  imppm 
absq3  aliquo  Compo  seu  aliquo  alio  pinde  nob  hered  vel  succes- 
sorib5  nris  imposterum  reddend  soluend  seu  faciend  pfqm  reddit 
&  seruic  inferius  p  pscntes  reseruat.  Tenend  pdict  Cantar  mes- 
suag terr  ten  &  ceter  pmisS  cum  ptin  de  nob  hered  &  successorib5 
nris  vt  de  Maftio  nro  de  Eastgreenvvich  in  Com  nro  Kane  p 
fidelitatem  tantum  in  liK'^o  &  coi  socagio  &  non  in  Capite  nee  p 
^uiciii  militare.  Ac  reddend  anuatim  nob  hered  &  successorib} 
nris  de  &  pro  pdict  clau5  siue  Croft  in  vitt  de  Huntington  1c. 

Ac  de&  pro  pdict  itt  nup  Cantar  apud  Altar  be  Marie  fundat 
infra  Ecctiam  de  Scfton  pdict  cum  ptin  quatuor  lib?  &  octodecem 
solid.  .  . 

•  •••••• 

legalis  moncte  Anglic  ad  manus  gcWal  Receptor  Ducat  nri 
Lancastr  hered  vel  successor  nro^  aut  eius  Deputat  p  tempore 
cxistcfi  vel  ad  manus  particular  Receptor  eo^dem  pmissoj  p 
tempore  cxistcfi  ad  festa  Anunciacois  be.  Marie  Virgin  is  &  Sci 
Michis  Arcbi  p  equalcs  porcoes  solvend  p  omib5  reddit  seruic  & 
demand  quibuscunq5  pinde  nob  hered  vel  successorib3  nris  quo- 
quo  modo  reddend  soluend  vel  faciend.  Et  ultius  de  ampliori 
gia  nra  spiali  ac  ex  eta  sciencia  &  mero  motu  nris  p  considcrac 
pdca  volum^  ac  p  psentes  p  nob  hered  &  successorib5  ^^^  ^^^" 
cedim^  pfat  Witto  Blake  &  Rob^to  Vndervvood  hered  &  assign 
suis  oiiiia  exit  revencioii  &  pfic  oTm  &  singulo^  pdict  Cantar  terr 
ten  &  ceter  pmisso^  supius  p  psentes  pfat  Witto  Blake  &  Rob^to 
Vndcrwood  conccsS  a  festo  Sci  Michis  Archi  vltimo  jSlfito  hucusq} 
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pvenieu  cresceii  emergen  siue  renovafi.  Volentcs  &  p  psentcs 
firmi?  iniungend  pcipieii  tarn  Cancellar  Thesaurar  &  Baron  Sc*cij 
nri  hered  &  successo'^  nro^  p  tempore  existen  q*m  Cancellar  dci 
Ducat  Lancastr  omibj  &  singulis  Receptorib3  &  at  officiar  & 
ministris  nris  hered  &  successor  nro^  quibuscunq5  p  tempore  ex- 
isten qd  ipi  &  eo^  quitt  sup  solam  demonstracoem  haj  Irax  nraj 
paten  vel  irrotulament  ea^dem  absq5  aliquo  bri  seu  warrant  nob 
hered  vel  successorib3  nris  quoquo  modo  impetrand  seu  psequetid 
plenam  integram  debitamq3  allocationem  &  exonlationem  mani- 
festam  tam  de  oiTiib5  &  singulis  pmissis  p  psentes  pconcesS  q*m 
de  omibz  huiusmodi  reddit  arrerag  &  pfic  pfa?  Wiito  Blake  & 
Rob^to  Vnderwood  hered  &  assigil  suis  facient  &  de  tempore  in 
tempus  fieri  causabunt.  Et  he  Ire  nFe  paten  vel  irrotulamen? 
eajdem  erunt  annuatim  et  de  tempore  in  tempus  tam  diet  Can- 
cellar  Thesaurar  &  Baron  Sc*cij  nri  hered  &  successoa  nro^  q*m 
Cancellar  dci  Ducat  nri  Lancastr  ac  omib)  auditoribj  Receptor 
&  at  officiar  &  ministris  nris  hered  &  successor  nrog  quibuscunq) 
p  tempore  existen  sufficiefi  warrafi  &  exofiacio  in  hac  parte.  Et 
vl'tius  de  vfeiori  gra  nra  spiali  ac  ex  eta  sciencia  &  mero  motu 
nris  p  consideracoe  pdict  p  nob  hered  &  successorib)  nris  conce- 
dim^  pfaf  Witto  Blake  &  Rob^to  Vndenvood  ac  hered  &  assign 
suis  qd  he  Ire  nre  paten  erunt  in  omnib}  &  p  omnia  firme  valide 
bone  sufficieii  &  eftcuat  in  lege  erga  &  contra  nos  hered  &  suc- 
cessores  nros  absq}  aliquib}  confirmacoib}  licenc  vel  tolleracoib) 
de  nob  hered  vel  successorib)  nris  quoquo  modo  impetrand  seu 
psequend.  Non  obstail  male  noland  aut  non  noTand  pdict 
Cantar  messuag  terr  teii  &  ce?a  pmissa  vel  aliquam  inde  parcett. 
Et  non  obstan  non  noland  vel  non  recte  noland  aliquem  tenen 
firmar  vel  occupator  pmisso^  vel  alicuius  inde  parcelle  aut  aliquam 
villam  seu  hamlett  in  quib)  pmissis  \sic\  seu  aliqua  inde  parcett 
scituant"  iacent  seu  existunt.  Et  non  obstan  non  recitand 
aliquam  dimissionem  sive  concessionem  de  pmissis  aut  eo^ 
aliquib}  seu  aliquo  vel  de  aliqua  inde  parcett  fact  existeii  de 
recordo  vel  non  de  recordo  Et  non  obstan  aliquib}  defectib}  de 
ctitudine  vel  computacoe  aut  declaracbe  aut  omission  vi  aiiui 
valoris  pmissox  aut  eoj  aliquoa  seu  alicuius  vel  alicuius  inde 
parcett  aut  anuat  reddit  de  &  sup  pmissis  vel  de  &  sup  eoj^  aliquo 
vel  aliqua  inde  parcett  in  hijs  Iris  nris  paten  express  &  content. 
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Ac  non  obstau  statut  de  anno  primo  Regis  Hcnr  quarti  pdccessor 
.  nri.  Et  non  obstafi  Statut  in  Parliament  Dfii  Henr  nup  Regis 
Anglie  sexti  antecessor  nn  annt)  regni  sui  decimo  octavo  fact  & 
edit.  Et  non  obstau  aliquib}  alijs  defectib}  in  non  noTand  vel 
non  recte  noiand  natur  species  quantitat  aut  qualitat  pmisso^  aut 
alicuius  inde  parcelle.  Et  pfat  Witts  Blake  &  RoK^tus  Vnderwood 
j>  se  hered  executorib)  &  administratorib}  suis  conveniunt  & 
concedunt  ad  &  cum  fJfat  Duo  Rege  hered  &  successorib}  suis 
qd  he  Ire  nre  pateii  irrotulabunt"  infra  vnu  aiiu  iam  px  &  imediate 
sequeii  coram  Auditor  pmisso^  p  tempore  existefi.  Volum^ 
etiam  ac  p  psentes  p  not)  hered  &  successorib}  nris  concedim^ 
pfat  VVitto  Blake  &  RoK'^to  Vnderwood  &  hered  suis  qd  heant  & 
hebunt  has  Iras  nTas  paten  tarn  sub  magno  sigillo  nro  Anglic 
q"m  sub  Sigillo  Ducat  nu  Lancastr  ac  sub  sigillo  Com  Palatini 
nu  Lancastr  debit  modo  fact  &  sigillat  absq}  aliquo  alio  bri  seu 
warrant  a  nob  hered  vel  successorib}  nris  in  hac  parte  impetrand 
seu  psequend.  Et  hoc  absq3  fine  seu  feod  magno  vel  parvo  nob 
in  Hanapio  nro  seu  alibi  ad  vsum  nrm  pinde  quoquo  modo 
reddend  soluend  seu  faciend.  Eo  qd  express  mencio  &c.  In 
cuius  rei  testimoniu  &c.  T'.  l^.  apud  Westm  decimo  ?cio  die 
Decembris. 

p  bre  de  priuat  Sigillo  &c. 


PARLIAMENTARY  SURVEY  OF  THE  RECTORY 
OF  SEPHTON,  WITH  THE  CHAPEL  OF 
GREAT  CROSBIE,  1649-1658. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster.     .Survey  of  Church  Livings.     Cromwell. 

Inquisico   Indentat  Capt  apud  VVigan   in  Com 

rS^Derb^       ^^"^'  ^^^^  ^^^^^  Standish  Johne  Atherton  Jacobo 

Ashton  Alexandrio  Barlow  Thoma  Birch  Rob^to 
Mawdesley  JoVine  Hartley  Aris  Et  Thoma  Cubham  et  Rob*^to 
Glest  <;cn.  Comissionar  virtute  Cuiusdam  Comissionis  Sub  Sigillo 
magno  Angliac  cisdem  ct  aliis  Comissionar'  in  eadem  noiat  die 
Saturnia  :  vidzt  vicesimo  secundo  die  Junii  Anno  Dfii  Millesimo 
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Sexccntesimo  ct  quinquagcsimo  p  Sacrii'i  Edri  ffazakerlcy  dc 
MaghuU  gen.  Samuel!  Aspinall  de  Toxtcthpkc  gen.  Johis  Boarc 
dc  Ayntrec  gen.  RoK'^tic  Turner  de  ffazakerley  gen.  Willi  Smith 
de  Derby  gen.  Riri  Blackmore  de  Kirkdall  gen.  Rici  Crosse  de 
Mellingegen.  Jacobi  Tyrerde  fformbyegen.  Rici  Halsall  de  fford 
gen.  Willi  Hunt  de  Magna  Crosby  gen.  Anthonij  Wctherby  dc 
Lunt  gen.  Henrici  Aspinnall  de  Magno  Crosby  gen.  Thome  Pye 
de  Lidcate  gen.  Willmi  Wilson  dc  Lidcate  gen.  Johni  Johnson  dc 
Mcllinggcn.  Rici  Atherton  de  Kirkly  gent,  ct  Edri  Chambers  dc 
Lcupoolc  gen.  pboi  ct  legal  homifi  Coni  pd  per'  Qui  dicunt  ct 
pscntant  in  his  verbis  Anglicanis  sequentibus  vidzt. 

[Here  follows  the  reference  to  Ed.  Morton  and  J.  Thomson, 
already  printed  in  the  text,  p.  82.] 


HERALDRY    IN    ST.    HELEN'S   CHURCH,    1568-1590, 

Mr.  J.  P.  Rylands,  E.S.A.,  has  reprinted  from  *  The  Trans- 
actions of  the  Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire'  *  A 
Manuscript  containing  Lancashire  Church  Notes  and  Trickings  of 
Arms  made  in  the  Years  1 564  to  1 598,'  This  manuscript  includes 
*  Notes  made  in  Sephctton  Churge '  in  1568  and  1590.  In  the 
former  year  arc  noted  the  arms  and  crest  of  Ireland  of  Lydiate, 
possibly  from  the  window  referred  to  on  p.  19,  supra.  Then 
follow  the  bearings  of  Molyneux,  Holland,  Hohun,  Cornwall,  and 

JO:    150NNI)   SOMH   TVMK    MAIOR   J)K   COVKNTR.K.       In  the   1 590 

notes  special  attention  is  given  to  Sir  William  Molyneux  of 
Elodden  renown,  and  his  son.  Sir  Richard  ;  and  as  the  arms 
differ  slightly  from  the  renderings  given  in  the  text  (p.  26  sup.) 
they  may  well  be  quoted  in  full. 

The  lozenge  upon  the  memorial  brass  to  Sir  William,  which 
bears  the  arms  of  Jane  Rugge,  his  first  wife,  is  thus  blazoned  : — 

*  Quarterly,  ist,  Gules  a  chevron  engrailed  between  three 
mullets  [pierced]  Argent  [^//§;^^,  co.  Salop].  2nd,  Argent 
a  chevron  engrailed  Sable  between  three  pairs  of  keys 
erect  the  bows  interlaced  and  the  wards  turned  outwards 
of  the  last  [S/iccfi  of  Heath,  a).  Sa/o/>].     3rd,  Argent,  a 
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chevron  engrailed  Sable  between  three  birds  close  Vert 
beaked  and  legged  Gules  [Heath  of  Heathy  co.  Salop], 
4th,  Ermine,  a  chief  indented  Gules  [Aforefofty  co.  Vorky 

Sir  William's  shield  then  follows  : — 

'  Quarterly  of  12.     1st,  Azure,  a  cross  moline  quarter  pierced 

[Or]  [Afofyneux*].     2nd,  Gules,  a  lion  rampant  Argent 

crowned  Or  within  a  bordure  engrailed  of  the  last  [Ger- 

net\     3rd,  Argent,  six  lions  rampant  3,  2,  and  i  [Gules. 

]^tlars\     4th,  Or,  three  leopards*  faces  Sable  [ 

].  Sth,  Argent,  a  stag  lodged  Sable  attired  of  the 
same  \Ellal[\  6th,  [Argent]  a  fesse  Sable  [Gules]  be- 
tween three  birds  [Vert.  T/nvenge],  7th,  [Azure]  a  lion 
rampant  guardant  between  seven  fleurs-de-lys  [Argent]. 
\Holland\,  Sth,  Vert,  a  lion  rampant  Argent  [Holland], 
9th,  Argent,  a  cross  Sable  and  in  dexter  chief  a  fleur-de- 
lys  of  the  same  [Haydock],  10th,  Quarterly  Argent,  and 
Gules  in  the  2nd  and  3rd  a  fret  Or  [Duttoti],  nth, 
Argent,  on  a  bend  Gules  three  escarbuncles  Or  [Thome- 
ton],  1 2th,  Azure,  an  estoile  issuant  from  the  horns  of  a 
crescent  Argent  [Mynshull]! 

The  lost   lozenge,  with  the  bearings  of  Elizabeth  Clifton, 
Sir  William's  second  wife,  is  then  given. 

'Quarterly,  ist  and  4th,  Sable,  on  a  bend  Argent  three 
mullets  Gules  [Clifton],  2nd  and  3rd,  Argent,  a  cross 
engrailed  [raguled]  Gules  [Lazv?'€nce\], 

The  shield  of  Sir  Richard  Molyneux  and  a  fragment  of  the 
Molyncux  pedigree  are  thus  printed  : — 

'[An  impaled  shield]  Baron  :  quarterly  of  nine.  1st,  [Moly- 
neux] as  above.  2nd,  [Holland]  as  above.  3rd,  [Hollana] 
as  above.  4th,  [Button]  as  above.  Sth,  [Mynshull]  as 
above.    6th,  Argent,  a  chevron  engrailed  [Sable]  between 

•  *  From  the  old  illuminated  pedigree  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of 
Sefton  it  appears  that  the  parent  house  of  Molyneux  of  Sefton  bore  the  cross 
moline  without  any  piercing.' 

t  '  Cuthbert  Clifton  of  Clifton  married  a  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir 
John  Lawrence  of  Ashton.     {Visit.  Lane.  1567.) 
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three  birds  [Vert.  Heath  of  Heath,  co,  Salop],  7th, 
Argent,  a  chevron  engrailed  Sable,  between  three  pairs  of 
keys  erect,  bows  interlaced,  wards  turned  outwards  of  the 
same  [Sheen  of  Heathy  co.  Sa/o/>].  8th,  Gules,  a  chevron 
engrailed  between  three  cinquefoils  [mullets  pierced] 
Argent  [Hu^g-e,  co,  Salop].  9th,  Gules,  a  lion  rampant 
lozengy  [or  fretty?]  untinctured,  crowned  Or.  Fkmme  : 
Quarterly:  ist  and  4th.  Argent,  two  bends  engrailed 
Sable,  a  label  of  three  points  Gules  \^Radcliffe].  2nd  and 
3rd.  Azure,  a  bend  Gules  between  three  garbs,  two  in 
chief  and  one  in  base  Or  [Satidbach], 
*  [Then  follows  this  fragment  of  the  Molyneux  pedigree.] 


Jane  daughter  of  Sr.  =  Sr.  Will'm  Molineux  =  Elizabeth  his  second 
Richard  KuKRe  de=     knght      had      two=     wyfe   daughter    of 
com'    Salopie    firsts     wyves      and      had—     "^    '         ■"   ' 
wyffe  by  —     issue  by  them  Bothe  = 

he    died     In    anno  I 

dni.  1348.  j 


Cutbert  Clifton  by 
whom  he  had 


Ellen  daughter  of=Sr.  Richard  Moli-=        Ellen 

Sr.  Alexander    =neux  sone  &  heire=  daught.  of 

Radcliffe  of  Ord-=of  Sir  Willin  had  =  Robt.  Mag- 

sail  knight  first  =a  wyves  and  issue=hull  second 

wiflfe had  5 sonnes  =  by  thefm]   t)Othe. -wyfe  had  8 

&  8  daughters     =  Fie  died  in  anno  -  sonnes  &   i 

I  1568.  I  daught. 


I 

Johanna 

nupta 

Rici. 

Roulde 


Anna 
nupta 
Alexander 
Standishe 


Thomas 

obijt 

sine  p'le 

Margarcta 

uxr. 
'ITiomas 
Hesketh 
sine  p'le 


Anne 

nupta 

Henrico 

Halsall 

posed  it 

hereditate 

materia 

[matemaj ' 


Two  more  entries  may  be  quoted. 

'Quarterly,  ist,  Argent,  on  a  saltire  engrailed  Sable  a  mul- 
let of  the  field.  2nd,  Or,  three  fleurs-de-lys  Sable.  3rd, 
Argent,  a  chief  indented  Azure.  4th.  Lozengy  Or  and 
Azure.  [Above  the  shield]  1 598.  Rec[eived]  of  a  gold- 
smith at  Scfton  the  same  tyme  w*^**  he  saide  was  his 
fathers  armes.' 

'Quarterly.  1st  and  4th,  Azure  ten  billets  4,  3,  2  and  i  Or 
\Blundell  of  Crosby].  2nd  and  3rd,  Azure,  a  cross  moline 
quarter-pierced  Or,  in  dexter  base  an  annulet  of  the  last 
\Blundell  ancient],  [Below  these  two  shields]  The  2 
coates  Rec[eived]  of  the  two  Blundelles  of  Inse  and 
Crossebie.     Januarij  1568.* 

The  Notes  clo.se  with  a  crest : — 

*  [A  crest]  On  a  wreath  a  garb  proper  [Hesketh]  [below  it] 
At  S'  Ric.  Molneux  his  funerall.' 
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JONATHAN    BRIDKOAKE,    RECTOR,    1678. 

In  the  parish  registers  of  the  Church  of  St.  Wilfrid  and  St. 
Mary,  Mobberley,  Cheshire,  of  which  Mr.  Brideoake  was  also 
rector  from  1674  to  1684,  there  is  a  note  stating  that  he  ex- 
changed the  living  of  Bexhill,  in  Sussex,  with  Dr.  Bradford 
for  Sefton,  in  1678.  It  is  further  related  that  he  was  'buried 
in  collegiate  church  of  Manchester  in  ye  Procession  way  over 
against  ye  Pulpit' 


INDEX 


ACT 

Act  of  burial  in  wool,  1 16 

—  of  levying  Papist  tax,  1 26 

—  of  Resumption,  yj 
Addison's    Freeholder,'  122 
Address   of  mock    corporation   to 

George  III.,  438 

Alt,  2,  50,  53 

A 1  tear,  38 

Arbigland,  163 

Archer,  Simon,  of  Tamworth,  68 

Armour,  dates  of,  24,  25,  40 

Army,  mock  corporation  subscrip- 
tion in  aid  of,  412,  413,  416 

Ashcroft,  Thomas,  3,  7,  12,  22,  40, 

53.  54,  129 
Ashurst,  108 
Assheton,  family  of,  134 

—  in  Makerfelde,  97 

Atherton,    Rev.    Wm.,    Rector    of 

Liverpool,  1 1 5 
Aughton,  7,  -]-] 
Austin  (St.  Augustine),  81 
Ayntry  (Aintree),  Z^^  97 

Bailey's  dictionary,  232 

Haines,  Thomas,  3,  17,  57,  102,  121, 

155,323,  324 
Hambcr,  member  for  Liverpool,  245 

Hanking  House  Gate,  52 

Barbecue,  334,  465,  466,  467 


IJI.U 

Harlow,  Alex.,  34 
Harn  at  Lunt,  56 

—  at  Sefton,  5 1 
Beaufort,  duke  of,  118 
Bebington,  TJ 
Beeston  Castle,  108 
Bell's  Persecution,  79 
Bells,  Sefton  Church,  48,  49 
Bench  ends,  Sefton  Church,  12,  13, 

14 
Berwick,  battle  of,  29 

Bible,  chained,  129 

Billingc,  108 

Bills  of  fare,  mock  corp.,  144,  145 

Binn's  *  Illustrations  of  County  of 
Lancashire,'  108 

Bishop  Eton,  157 

Black  Prince,  44,  45 

Blake,  Wm.,  95 

Blorcheath,  battle  of,  n 

Bloxam,  Dr.,  65,  68 

Bluecoat  School,  115,  147,  148,  149, 
194,  210,  310.  389,  458,  481,  483 

Blundell,  Brian,  founder  of  Blue- 
coat  School,  115,  482 

—  chapel,  47,  Ti 

—  Co].,  72 

—  Geo.,  74,  75,  76 

—  Henry,  of  Ince  Blundell  ( 1 8 10),  48 
(^656),  106 
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Blundell,  M  rs.,  grandmother  of  *  the 
Cavalier,  78  79 

—  Wm.,  *  The  Cavalier,'  47,  78 

—  Wm.,  grandfather  to  *  the  Cava- 
lier,' 79 

Blundells  of  Crosby,  47,  78,  117 

Bolde,  n 

Bolton,  33 

*Bon  homme  Richard,*  161,  164 

Booth,  37 

Bootle,  137 

—  coffee  house,  137 

Boteler,  Wm.  de,  of  Bewsey,  102 

—  Thos.,  102 

BoiitelPs    *  Monumental    Brasses,' 

25 
Bowling  at  Sefton,  135 

Bradley  in  Hay  dock,  36 

*  Bragget,'  a  drink,  232 

Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  88 

Brasses,       monumental,       Sefton 

Church,  18,  22,  32 
Brickwall  Lane,  52,  53,  120,  123 
Brideoake,  Rev.  J.,  Rector,   1678, 

508 
Bridgenorth  Church,  42 
Bridgens,  R.,  3,  14,  23,  49 
Bridlington  Harbour,  161 
Briefs,  or  Queen's  letters,  1 1 2 
Britten's  *  Beauties  of  England  and 

Wales,'  19 
Broke,  Sir  Richard,  76 
Browne,  Rev.  T.  Briarley,  86,  87 
Buckley  Hill,  53,  54 
Bulcley,  Margaret,  18,  19,  53,  60, 

63,  91,  92 
—  William,  18,  19 
*Bull  seg,'  231 
Burke's  *  Extinct  Peerage,'  69 

*  Peerage,'  37 
Burn,  82 
Burnet's  *  History  of  Reformation,' 

105 


con 


Burscough,  TJ 
Burtonwood,  36 


Camperdown,    naval  victory  at, 

481,  482 
Canterbur)',  44,  45 
*  Carta  de  duobus  garbis,'  58 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  victory  of,  463 
Caryll,  34 
Castle  Dillon,  47 
Cavalier's  note-book,  47,  72 
Chandos,  Sir  John,  45,  46 
Chantries,  foundation  of  Sefton,  9 1 
Chantry,  Molyneux,  95 
receiver's  account  of,  96  and 

appendix 

—  of  St  Mary,  91 

receiver's  account  of,  93  and 

appendix 
Charlcote,  Lucys  of,  34 
Charles  L,  20,  '^'^ 
Chaucer,  265 

Cheetham  *  Miscellanies,'  28 
Chester,  34 

—  *  Antiquities  of,'  77 

—  castle,  79,  80 

—  History  of,  Ormcrod's,  80 
Chevalier  de  St.  George,  1 17 
Cheynes,  Bucks,  Edmond  of,  38 
Chichester,  bishop  of,  39,  71 
Chipping  Camden,  71 
Chronicle    of     Odo,     Bishop     of 

Bayeux,  42 
Church  Inn,  137 
Clark,  Rev.  Jos.,  curate  of  Sefton, 

87,88 
Cleaver,     Dr.     Wm.,     Bishop    of 

Chester,  204,  205 
*  Clergy,  sufferings  of,'  Walker,  82 
Clifton,  Sir  Cuthbert,  23,  26 
Clutterbuck's  *  Herts,'  62 
Cobham,  Sir  Richard^  25 
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Coffee-house  Bridge,  138 
Combermere,  T.,  abbot  of,  59 
Constables,  1 1 1 
Constantinople,  38 
Cooke,  G.    F.,  actor,  anecdote  of, 

324 
Cooper,  J.  Fenimore,  *The  Pilot,' 

161 
Copston's  Chantry,  Coventry,  65, 68 
Coroner,  first  mention  of,  128 
Cottenham,  Cambridge,  113 
Cotton,  family  of,  64 
Coventry,  diocese  of,  59,  60 
Credence,  Sefton  Church,  22 
Cromwell,  Thos.,  105 
Crosbie  Magna,  ^^^  82 
Crosby,  59,  72,  73,  117 

—  Little,  53,  72,  IZ,  83,  128 

—  *  old  Chapell,'  83 

*  —  Records,'  Rev.  T.    E.  Gibson, 

78,79 
Croxteth,  50,  54 

—  Park,  36 

Crouchback,     Edmund,    Earl     of 

Lancaster,  43 
Cuerdale  (or  Kuerdale),  134 
Curates,  list  of  Sefton,  88 
Cursun,  Wm.,  brass  of,  26 


Date  of  Sefton  Church,  4,  5,  58, 

61,  62,  208 
Deed  *  de  duobus  garbis,'  59 

—  relating   wrongs  done  to  Blun- 
dells,  T2, 

Derby,  countess  of,  i}^ 

—  Edward,  third  earl  of,  102 

—  Thomas,  first  earl  of,  yj 

second  earl  of,  will  of,  72 

Ditton,  manor  of,  75 

Dod's  MS.,  42 
Dodsworth,  63 
Dog-whipper,  123 


FRA 

Dolben,  Sir  Wm.,  M.P.  for  Oxford, 
200 

Dominico,  130 

Done,  John,  Esq.,  2^% 

Done,  Sir  John,  37,  38 

Doomesday  Book,  4 1 

Drayton's  *  Polyolbion,'  37 

Ducking-stool,  120 

Dugdale's  *  Antiquities  of  Warwick- 
shire,' 68 

—  *  Visitation,'  63,  64 

Duncan,     Admiral     Adam,    Lord 

Camperdown,  481,  482 
Dutton,  family  of,  26 
-  John  (1528),  18 

—  John,  Esq.  (i459),  3^ 
Dutton,  Sir  Thos.,  37,  38 


East  Acklam,  York,  86 

Easter  Sepulchre,  43 

Edward  I.,  60 

Egerton,  Sir  John,  37,  38 

Enfield's  *  History  of  Liverpool,'  3,  5 

Epitaph  to  Ed.  Morton,  84 

Espinasse's  *  Lancashire  Worthies, 

27 
Everton,  -^^^^  108 

Everton  beacon,  108 


Farrix(;don,  72 

Faversham,  abbot  and  convent  of, 

62 
Fazakerley,  97 

—  Sir  Henry,  of  Walton,  102 
Fifteenths,  1 10 
Flamborough    Head,    engagement 

off,  160,  161 
Flodden,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  29 
Flower's  *  Visitation,'  18 
*  Fragments  of  county  Lancashire,' 

Gregson,  3,  no 
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Froissart's  Chronicles,  45,  46 
Font,  Sefton  Church,  48 
Fox,  Ch.  J.,  151,  153 
Fuller's  Worthies,  title  page,  27,  44, 
62,64 


Galloway,  John,  seventh  earl  of, 

199,  200 
Garnet,  26 
Gascoyne,  M.P.  for  Liverpool,  245, 

256 
(Gatehouse  Prison,  Westminster,  79 
Gaunt,  John  of,  44 
Cray's  *  Pastorals,'  121 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  3,  10,  19 
(}eorge   III.,   illness   of,  221,  230, 

231,  233,  245 
Gerard,  Lord  of  (}arswood,  102 

—  Sir  Thomas,  102 

Gibson,  Rev.  T.  Ellison,  15,  47,  72, 

7^,  79 

*  Giant,  Irish,'  O'Brien,  visit  of,  329 

Glass,  old  stained,  Sefton  Church, 

18,  19,  21,  22,  34 
Golbornc,  ^7 

*  Golden  Ass,'  luiie  *  Nutter ' 
Gore  Directory,  142,  149,  155,  323, 

397 
Goss,  bishop,  j^ 

Grange,  Sefton,  52 

(irasse,  le  Comte  de,  154 

Cjreat  Sankey,  36 

(Gregory  King,  Rouge  Dragon,  63, 

69 

—  the  Great,  Pope,  90 
Guy  Fawkc's  Day,  120 


Hale,  Sir  Matthew,  115 
Halsall,  179 

Hamper's     '  Dugdale's    Warwick- 
shire,' 68 


INV 

Hampson,  *  Mcdii  .Ti^vi  Kalenda- 
rium,'  55 

Harleian  MSS.,  58 

Harold,  King,  42 

Haydn,  *  Book  of  Dates,'  265 

Haydock,  26,  36 

Heath,  26 

Heckington,  43 

Henry  VI.,  35,  39,  58 

—  VIII.,  23,  26,  29 

Herdman,  'Ancient  Liverpool,' 
108 

Heyton,  26 

*  History  of  Lancashire  and  Che- 
shire,' Baines,  3,  33 

Historical  Society,  Proceedings  of, 

24»  132 
Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and 

Cheshire,  132,  133 

Holinshed's  *  Chronicle,'  38,  47 

Holmes,  Thomas,  94,  95 

Hood   Lord,  153,  154 

Hopkins,  witch-finder,  115 

Horley,    Rev.    Engelbert,    57,  88, 

132,  133 
Hudibras,  123 

Hughes's  '  History-  of  England,'  1 53 
Hulmore,  97 
Huntley,  earl  of,  26 
Hurstmonccaux,  44 


'Illustrated  Itinerary  of  Lan- 
cashire,' 40,  62 

Illustrations  of  county  of  Lan- 
cashire, Binn's,  108 

I  nee,  47 

Ince  Blundell,  48,  53,  62,  83 

Infirmar>%  Liverpool,  149 

Innocent  III.,  Pope,  58,  59 

Inquest,  128 

Inventories  of  church  goods,  102 
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IRE 

Ireland,  Elene,  wife  of  Lawrence, 
19,70 

—  family  of,  14 

—  Lawrence,  19,  70 
Ireland,  Royalist  party  in,  33 

—  William,  vide  *  Lawrence ' 

James  I.,  115 

—'II.,  34 

Jarred  (Gerard),  Sir  Thomas,  28 

Jervis,  Sir  John,  K.B.,  462 

John,  bishop  of  Winton,  60 

Johnson,  Rev.  Thomas,  curate   of 

Sefton,  88,  156 

Jonson,  Ben,  266 

Jubilee  of  George  III.,  124 

Jur>'  (coroner's),  128 


Kemblk,  85 

Kent,  Richard,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool, 

Keverley,  93 

Kidd,    Rev.    John,   incumbent   of 

Crosby,  83 
Kierdon,  42 
Kighley,  Sir  Henry,  28 
Kirkcudbright,  163 
Kirkdale,  98 
Knight  Banneret,  45,  46 
Kyrkbye,  Thomas,  Chantry  priest, 

n,  95»  96,  99,  100,  loi 

Lady  patronesses,   list    of,   mock 

corporation,  141 
Lafaj'ette,  165 
*  Lancashire  Legends,'  1 2 1 
Lancashire,  sheriff  of,  33 
Lancaster,    Book    of    Duchy    of, 

Henry  VI.,  36 
—  Duchy  of,  pensions  to  chantry 

priests,  100 


NfOB 

Lancaster,     Duchy    of,    Records, 

chantries,  92,  96 
Lathom  House,  33 
Laureate,  poet,  265 
Leigh,  Sir  John,  37,  38 
Legh,  Sir  Peter,  36 
Letter  to  Rector  Rothwell,  85 
Lcycester's  *  Antiquities  of  Chester,* 

11 
Litherland,  83,  98 

Liverpool,  36 

—  Castle,  36 

—  Enfield's  history  of,  5 

—  siege  of,  33,  107 

Lloyd,  David,  *  Worthies,'  29,  32 
Lord  Street,  Liverpool,  34 
Lowton,  yj 
Lucy,  Bridget,  34 

—  Robert,  of  Charlcote,  34 
Lunt,  56,  82 

Lydiatc,  14,  15,  17,  19 
Lytherpole  (Liverpool),  98 


Mack,  drinking  on  the,  138,   142, 

143 

—  of  the  mock  corporation,  136 

Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  64,  65, 

68 
Maghull,  98 

—  Eleanor,  33 
Mahommed  II.,  38 

*  Mansion  House '  of  mock  Corp.,  137 
Maryborough,  Viscount,  34 
Mayor,  election  of  mock  corpora- 
tion, 183,  211,  261 

—  of  Liverpool,  day  of  election  of, 

138 

Mayors,  list  of  mock  corporation, 

140 
Mersey,  i,  41 
Mill  at  Sefton,  53 
Mobberley,  Cheshire,  508 

L  L 
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Mock  corporation,  132 

of  Walton-le-dale,  134 

Mock  mayor  of  Newcastle-under- 
Lyme,  133 

Molinell,  Richard  de,  42 

Molines,  William  de,  first  lord  of 
Sefton,  41 

Molins,  Sir  John  de,  62 

Molyneux,  Adam,  bishop  of  Chi- 
chester (1448),  39,  71 

—  Adam  de,  42 

—  Anne,  vide  *  Mulnes  * 

—  Antony,  rector  (i535)>  5>  I9> 
52,  54,  61,  62,  63,  65,  68  ;  details 
of  Oxford  career,  65  ;  pedigree 
of,  64  ;  will  of,  63,  69 

—  Antony  (1553),  70 

—  Caryll,  third  viscount  (1630),  20, 

IZ,  34,  107,  135 

—  Caryll,  sixth  viscount  (1738),  34 

—  Chas.  Wm.,  first  earl  of  Sef- 
ton (1759),  34 

—  Cicely,  71 

—  dame  Elenore,  32 

—  Dr.  John,  prebendary  of  Lich- 
field, 91 

—  Edmund,  of  Cheynes  (1448),  38 

—  Edward,  rector  of  Sefton  ( 1 509), 

60,  61,  12,  76,  91,  95,  99 

—  Gilbert  (1448),  38 

—  Henry  (1448),  38 

—  James,  rector  of  Sefton,  arch- 
deacon  of  Richmond   (1489),  5, 

61,  63,  64,  91 

—  Johanna,  wife  of  Sir  Richard  of 
Agincourt,  35,  36,  37 

—  John,  rector  of  Sefton  and 
Walton  (1448),  38 

—  John,  nephew  of  Richard  of 
Agincourt,  71 

—  Richard,  first  viscount  (1628),  34 

—  Richard,  second  viscount  (1632), 
20,  '35 


MON 

Molyneux,  Richard,  fifth  viscount 

(1717),  34  : 

—  Richard,  seventh  viscount,  Rev. 

S. J.  (1745),  34,  "8 

—  Richard,  rector  of  Sefton  (1380), 

47,61 

—  Sir  Capel,  of  Castle  Dillon,  47 

—  Sir  John,  of  Crosby  (1372),  47 

—  Sir  Richard,  second  knight 
(1340),  44 

—  Sir     Richard,     of      Agincourt 

(1415),  22,  35,  36,  37,  71 

—  Sir     Richard,     of     Bloreheath 

(M59),  yi,  38,  91 

—  Sir  Richard  (1548),  32,  33,  70, 
76 

—  Sir  Richard  (16 1 1),  78 

—  Sir  Robert,  of  Altcar,  38,  71 

—  Sir  Thomas,  of  Castle  Dillon 
of  Calais  (1558),  47 

—  Sir  Thomas,  of  Haughton  (1448), 

38 

—  Sir  Thomas,  of  Radcote  Bridge 

(1387),  47 

—  Sir  Thomas  (i  491),  72 

—  Sir  William,  first  knight  of  Se 
ton,  42,  43,  44 

—  Sir  William,  of  Navarret  (1367) 

44 

—  Sir  William,  son  of  Sir  Wm.  of 

Navarret  (1372),  47 

—  Sir  William,  of  Flodden,  23, 
24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  32,  35, 
70,76 

—  Thomas  (1490),  71 

—  Vivian  de,  son  of  Wm.  de  Mo- 
lines, first  lord  of  Sefton,  42 

—  William,  fourth  viscount  (1698) 

33,  34 

—  William,  eighth  viscount  (1750), 

34 
Monethe  mynde,  70 
Montgomeriio,  Earl  of  Arundel,  41 
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Moore,  Edward,  *  Rental,'  107 
Morcroft,  Brian,  priest,  77 
Moreton,  26,  82 
Morton,  Dr.  Wm.,  bishop  of  Kil- 

dare  and  Meath,  84 
—  Rev.     Ed.,     D.D.,     rector    of 

Sefton,  82,  83,  108 
Mulnes  (Molyneux),   Dame  Anne 

(149 1),  72,  11,  75,  76 

Mulnes,  Sir  Edward,  vide  *  Moly- 
neux, Edward ' 

Mungarett,  Lord,  117 

Museum,  Wm.  Brown  Street, 
Liverpool,  47 

Music,  Sefton  Church,  129 

Murray,  Lord  Henry,  157 

Navarette,  44,  45 
Nelly  Barker,  120,  135 
Nelson,  154 
Netherton,  51,  82 
Newton,  yj 

Nicholas  IV.,  Pope,  60 
Norbury,  Mr.,  of  Leigh,  125 
Norfolk,  Duke  of,  27,  29 
Northwold,  43 
Nodtia  Cestriensis,  71 
Nutter,  Rev.  John,  Dean  of  Chester, 
n^  78,  79,  80 

Gates,  Titus,  1 1 7 
Ogden,  James,  266 
Oldfelde,  H  ,  bell  founder,  49 
Old  Hall  .Street,  Liverpool,  34 
Oliver,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  60 
Organ,  128 

Ormerod,  *  History  of  Chester,'  80 
Ormeskirke,  76,  115,  117 
Orrel,  83,  97 

Papist  ux,  i  26 

Park  Road,  Liverpool,  36 


ray 

Parkynson,       Robertus,      chantry 

priest,  19,  60,  92,  94,  95 
Parliamentary  survey  of  rectory  of 

Sefton,  82 
Parvise  window,    Sefton    Church, 

14,22 
Pass,  119,  125 
Paul  Jones,  pirate,  160,  162,  163, 

164,  165 
Peace  of  Versailles,  1 54 
Pennant,    Thomas,    *  Tour    from 

Downing  Street  to  Alston  Moor,* 

2,  5,  62 
Penrhyn,  Lord,  member  for  Liver- 
pool, 210,  211,  245,  256,  284 
Petition  of  right,  20 
Picton,  Sir  James,  *  Memorials  of 

Liverpool,'  157,  211,  233,  256 
Pinfold  (or  pound),  120,  123 
Pink's  *  Antiquarian  Notes,*  1 12, 1 19 
Pitt,  no,  152,  153,  221,  225 
—  memorials  to,  from  M.  C,  152, 

221,  225 
Pondichcrr>',  capture  of,  130 
Portsmouth,  39 
Pressgang,  128 
Preston,  surrender  of,  134 
Proclamation,  patriotic,  of  M.  C, 

440 
Pulpit,  Sefton  Church,  15,  20 
Punchbowl  Inn,  54,  120,  133,  135, 

136,  155 


Queen's  letters,  112 


Radcliffe,  Eleanor,  33 
Raines,  Rev.  J.,  38,  90,  96   10 1 
Rasbotham    Doming,   *  Shorthand 

Collections,'  3,  5,  14 
Rayneshaw,     Richard,    Esq.,     re- 
ceiver, 93,  96,  100,  1 01 
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Rebellion  of  171 5,  134 
Recorder,  expulsion  of,  366,  370 

—  portrait  of,  1 33 

Records,  mock  corporation  book 

of,  137 
Rector's  field,  52,  85,  86 

Rectors,  list  of  Sefton,  61 

Recusancy   in  reign  of  Elizabeth, 

78,79 
Regalia,    mock  corporation,    133, 

136,  138,  139,  155 

*  Request,'  126 

Reredos,  Sefton  Church,  22 
Resumption,  Act  of  36  Hen.  II.,  y] 
Ribble,  41 
Richard  II.,  47 

—  parson  of  Sefton   {circa   1 204), 
59,61 

Richmond,  archdeacon  of,  James 

Molyneux,  38,  61,  63 
Richmondshire,Whitaker's  History 

of,  134 
Rippax,   Rev.   Arcippus,  vicar    of 

Ormskirk,  1 1 5 
Rivington,  108 
Robert,    vicar    of   Walton     {circd 

I204\  59 
Rodney,  Admiral,  1 54,  235 
Ro^er  de  Belismo,  41 

—  of  Poictiers,  Lord  of  Lancaster, 

42 

—  Pictavensis,  41 

Roll  of  Battle  Abbey,  4 1 
Roof,  Sefton  Church,  35,  48 
Roscoe,  William,  of  Liverpool,  48 
Rothwell,  Rev.  Richard,  61,  84, 149, 
J  56,  240 

—  Rev.  R.  R.,  7,  10,  22,  52,  61,  85, 
%T,  129,  156 

*  Royal  and  Noble  Wills,'  44 
Rugge,  Sir  Richard,  23,  26 
Rupert,  Prince,   20,  },i^    107,   108, 
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Salford,  36 

Sarum,  cathedral  of,  72 

Schools  at  Sefton,  37,  54 

Screens,  Sefton  Church,  14,  21 

Seaforth,  church  of,  87 

Seal,  great,  of  England,  155 

Sedilia,  Sefton  Church,  22 

Sefton  Castle  (or  Hall),  50,  51,  54. 

55 

—  first  earl  of,  118 

—  pew,  17 

*  Shorthand  collections,'  3,  5,  14 

Silver  oar,  155,  160,  161,  162 

Skeat,  professor,  28 

Skeene,  26 

Slab,  incised  monumental,  6 

Slave  trade,  199,  243,  244,  324,  368 

petition    in    favour    of,    199, 

243i  244 
South  wark,  113 

Speke,  family  of,  80 

Spire,  blown  down,  9,  207,  208 

—  repair  of,  129,  208 

—  survey  of,  207 

Stalls,  carved,  Sefton  Church,  20, 

64 
Standish,  Cheshire,  82 

Stanley,  Elisabeth,  yj 

—  Sir  Edward,  created  Lord  Mont- 
eagle,  27 

—  Sir  John,  28 

—  Sir  Thomas,  of  Lathom,  36,  yj 

—  Sir  William,  27 
Staunton  St.  John's,  Oxon,  43 
St.  Helen's  Well,  54,  55,  120 
St.  Mar)''s,  Lancaster,  58,  59 
St.  Michael's,  Coventr>',  68 
Stocks,  122 

Stow's  *  Chronicle,'  27 
Sty  the.  Rev.  Robt,  rector  of  Liver- 
pool, 114,  115,  482 
Suffolk,  Earl  of  (1444),  39 
Symonswood,  36 
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Tarleton,  colonel,    member  for 
Liverpool,  211,  255,  256, 368,  389 
Tattenhall,  82 
'  Testa  de  Nevill,'  42 

*  Testamenta  Vetusta/  Nicolas,  39 
Thornton,  26,  42,  %2,^  92,  94,  97 

—  mill,  92,  94 

—  road,  54 

Thurlow,  Lord  Chancellor,  155 
Tildesley  family,  105 

—  Sir  Thos.,  of  Myerscough,  106 
Tithebam,  Sefton,  52,  85 

—  Street,  Liverpool,  33 

Tombs,  Sefton  Church,  32,  34,  35, 

36,  39,  46 
Tompson,  Rev.  Joseph,  rector,  61, 

82,  83,  108,  109 

Towcester,  113 

*  Town's  booke,'  52 
Toxteth  Park,  36 
Tring,  Herts,  62 

Trinity  Church,  Coventry,  69 
Trowtbecke,  Sir  William,  37,  38 

Underhili^  Robt.,  95 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  Hen.  VI IL, 
60 

—  of  Pope  Nicholas,  60 
Vaughan,  bishop  of  Chester,  80 
Venables,  Sir  Hugh,  37,  38 
Vestments,  102 

*Vetusta  Monumenta,'  43 
Victory,  Austrian,  against  French, 
rejoicing  for,  438 

—  Camperdovvn  (naval),  rejoicing 
for,  481 

—  of  Cape  St.   Vincent,  rejoicing 
for,  462 

Villiers,  26 


YOR 

*  Waiting  Sunday,'  147,  148,  149, 
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Windsor,  27 
Witchcraft,  115 
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